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 REAUTHORIZING RESOLUTION 
 



REAUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

Countryside Academy 

Recitals: 

l. At its February 16, 2017, meeting this board authorized the issuance of a contract to charter as a
public school academy to Countryside Academy. On July 1, 2017, the contract was effective.

2. The contract of this academy expires June 30, 2022.

48 

3. The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools has completed its evaluation and assessment of
the operation and performance of Countryside Academy.

4. The university president or designee has recommended the reissuance of a contract to charter as a
public school academy to Countryside Academy. The term of the contract is recommended for a term
not to exceed five (5) years.

BE IT RESOLVED, That this board approves and authorizes the execution of a contract to charter as a 
public school academy to Countryside Academy for a term not to exceed five (5) years and authorizes the 
chair of the board to execute a contract to charter as a public school academy and related documents between 
Countryside Academy and the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees, provided that, before 
execution of the contract, the university president or designee affirms that all terms of the contract have 
been agreed upon and Countryside Academy is able to comply with all terms and conditions of the contract. 
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WHEREAS, the People of Michigan through their Constitution have provided that schools and the means 
of education shall forever be encouraged and have authorized the Legislature to maintain and support a 
system of free public elementary and secondary schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, all public schools are subject to the leadership and general supervision of the State Board of 
Education; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature has authorized an alternative form of public school designated a "public school 
academy" to be created to serve the educational needs of pupils and has provided that pupils attending these 
schools shall be eligible for support from the State School Aid Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature has delegated to the governing boards of state public universities, community 
college boards, intermediate school district boards and local school district boards, the responsibility for 
authorizing the establishment of public school academies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees has considered and has approved the 
issuance of a contract to Countryside Academy; 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the Revised School Code, the Central Michigan University Board of 
Trustees issues a Charter Contract conferring certain rights, franchises, privileges, and obligations and 
confirms the Countryside Academy’s status as a public school academy. In addition, the parties agree that 
the issuance of this Charter Contract is subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

ARTICLE I  
DEFINITIONS 

 
Section 1.1.  Certain Definitions. For purposes of this Charter Contract, and in addition to the terms 

defined throughout this Contract, each of the following words or expressions, whenever initially capitalized, 
shall have the meaning set forth in this section:  
 

(a) "Academy" means the Michigan nonprofit corporation named Countryside Academy which is 
established as a public school academy pursuant to this Charter Contract. 

 
(b) "Academy Board" means the Board of Directors of the Academy. 
 
(c) "Applicable Law" means all state and federal law applicable to public school academies, 

including all rules, regulations, and orders promulgated thereunder.  
 
(d) "Application" means the public school academy application and supporting documentation 

submitted to the University for the establishment of the Academy. 
 
(e) "Code" means the Revised School Code, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, 

being Sections 380.1 to 380.1852 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 
(f) “Community District” means a community school district created under part 5B of the Code, 

MCL 380.381 et seq. 
 
(g) “Conservator” means an individual appointed by the President of Central Michigan University 

in accordance with Section 10.8 of these Terms and Conditions of Contract. 
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(h) "Contract" means, in addition to the definition set forth in the Code, these Terms and 
Conditions of Contract, the Reauthorizing Resolution, the Method of Selection, Appointment, 
and Removal Resolution, the Charter Contract Schedules 1-8, as defined below, the 
Educational Service Provider Policies, the Master Calendar of Reporting Requirements and the 
Application. 

 
(i) “Department” means the Michigan Department of Education. 
 
(j) “Director” means a person who is a member of the Academy Board. 
 
(k) “Educational Service Provider” or “ESP” means an educational management organization, or 

employee leasing company, as defined under section 503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c, that 
has entered into a contract or agreement with the Academy Board for operation or management 
of the Academy, and which agreement has been submitted to the Center for review, has not 
been disapproved by the director of The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools, is 
consistent with the Educational Service Provider Policies, as they may be amended from time 
to time, and with Applicable Law. 

 
(l) “Educational Service Provider Policies” or “ESP Policies” means the Educational Service 

Provider Policies, adopted by The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools at Central 
Michigan University that apply to an agreement that has been entered into between an ESP and 
the Academy Board. The Educational Service Provider Policies may be amended from time to 
time. Upon amendment, changes to the ESP Policies shall automatically be incorporated into 
this Contract and shall be exempt from the amendment procedures under Article IX of these 
Terms and Conditions of Contract. 

 
(m) “Fund Balance Deficit” means the Academy has more liabilities than assets at the end of any 

given school fiscal year, and includes any fiscal year where the Academy would have had a 
budget deficit but for a financial borrowing by the Academy or a monetary contribution by an 
Educational Service Provider or other person or entity to the Academy. If the Academy receives 
a gift or grant of money or financial support from an Educational Service Provider or other 
person or entity that does not require repayment by the Academy, and is not conditioned upon 
the action or inactions of the Academy or the Academy Board, then such gift or grant shall not 
constitute a borrowing or contribution for purposes of determining a Fund Balance Deficit. 

 
(n) “Management Agreement” or “ESP Agreement” means an agreement as defined under section 

503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c, that has been entered into between an ESP and the Academy 
Board for the operation and/or management of the Academy and that has been submitted to 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools for review and has not been disapproved 
by the director of The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools.  

 
(o) "Master Calendar" means the Master Calendar of Reporting Requirements as annually issued 

by The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools setting forth reporting and document 
submission requirements for the Academy. 

 
(p) “Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution" means the policy adopted by 

resolution of the University Board on September 18, 1998, and amended on February 15, 2018, 
establishing the standard method of selection and appointment, length of term, removal and 
suspension, number of directors and qualifications of Academy Board members for public 
school academies issued a Contract by the University Board. 
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(q) "Reauthorizing Resolution" means the resolution adopted by the Central Michigan University 
Board of Trustees on February 17, 2022, approving the issuance of a Contract to the Academy. 

 
(r) "Schedules" means the following Contract documents: Schedule 1: Restated Articles of 

Incorporation, Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, Schedule 3: Fiscal Agent Agreement, Schedule 
4: Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement, Schedule 5: Description of Staff 
Responsibilities, Schedule 6: Physical Plant Description, Schedule 7: Required Information for 
a Public School Academy, and Schedule 8: Information Available to the Public and the Center. 

 
(s) "State Board" means the State Board of Education, established pursuant to Article 8, Section 3 

of the 1963 Michigan Constitution and MCL 388.1001 et seq. 
 
(t) "State School Aid Fund" means the State School Aid Fund established pursuant to Article IX, 

Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, as amended. 
 
(u) “State School Reform/Redesign Office” means the office created within the Michigan 

Department of Technology Management and Budget by Executive Reorganization Order 2015-
02 codified at MCL 18.445, and transferred from the Michigan Department of Technology 
Management and Budget to the Michigan Department of Education by Executive 
Reorganization Order 2017-02, codified at MCL 388.1282. 

 
(v) “Superintendent” means the Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 
(w) "Terms and Conditions" means this document entitled "Terms and Conditions of Contract, 

Dated July 1, 2022, Issued by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees Confirming 
the Status of Countryside Academy as a Public School Academy." 

 
(x) "The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools" or "the Center" means the office 

designated by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees as the initial point of contact 
for public school academy applicants and public school academies authorized by the Central 
Michigan University Board of Trustees. The Center is also responsible for administering the 
Central Michigan University Board of Trustees’ responsibilities with respect to the Contract. 

 
(y) "The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools Director" or "the Center Director" 

means the person designated at Central Michigan University to administer the operations of the 
Center. 

 
(z) "University" means Central Michigan University, established pursuant to Article 8, sections 4 

and 6 of the 1963 Michigan Constitution and MCL 390.551 et seq. 
 
(aa) "University Board" means the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees. 
 
(bb) “University Charter Schools Hearing Panel” or “Hearing Panel” means such persons as 

designated by the University President. 
 
(cc) "University President" means the President of Central Michigan University or his or her 

designee. In section 1.1(bb) above, "University President" means the President of Central 
Michigan University. 

 
Section 1.2. Captions. The captions and headings used in this Contract are for convenience only 

and shall not be used in construing the provisions of this Contract. 
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Section 1.3. Gender and Number. The masculine, feminine, or neuter pronouns in this Contract 
shall be interpreted without regard to gender, and the use of the singular shall be deemed to include the 
plural (and vice versa) wherever applicable. 
 

Section 1.4. Statutory Definitions. Statutory terms defined in the Code shall have the same meaning 
in this Contract. 
 

Section 1.5. Schedules. All Schedules to this Contract are incorporated into, and made part of, this 
Contract. 
 

Section 1.6. Application. The Application submitted to the University Board for the establishment 
of the Academy is incorporated into, and made part of, this Contract. To the extent there is a difference 
between the Contract and the Application, the Contract shall control. 
 

Section 1.7. Conflicting Contract Provisions. In the event that there is a conflict between language 
contained in the provisions of this Contract, the Contract shall be interpreted as follows: (i) the Method of 
Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the 
Contract; (ii) the Reauthorizing Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract 
with the exception of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution; (iii) the 
Terms and Conditions shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract with the exception 
of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution and the Reauthorizing 
Resolution; and (iv) the Restated Articles of Incorporation shall control over any other conflicting language 
in the Contract with the exception of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal 
Resolution, Reauthorizing Resolution and these Terms and Conditions. 
 
 

ARTICLE II  
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ACADEMY AND THE UNIVERSITY BOARD 

 
Section 2.1. Constitutional Status of Central Michigan University. Central Michigan University is 

a constitutionally established body corporate operating as a state public university. The University Board 
is an authorizing body as defined by the Code. In approving this Contract, the University Board voluntarily 
exercises additional powers given to the University under the Code. Nothing in this Contract shall be 
deemed to be any waiver of Central Michigan University's powers or independent status and the Academy 
shall not be deemed to be a part of Central Michigan University. If applicable, the University Board has 
provided to the Department the accreditation notice required under the Code. 
 

Section 2.2. Independent Status of the Academy. The Academy is a body corporate and 
governmental entity authorized by the Code. It is organized and shall operate as a public school academy 
and a nonprofit corporation. It is not a division or part of Central Michigan University. The relationship 
between the Academy and the University Board is based solely on the applicable provisions of the Code 
and the terms of this Contract or other agreements between the University Board and the Academy. 
 

Section 2.3. Financial Obligations of the Academy Are Separate From the State of Michigan, 
University Board and the University. Any contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness 
entered into by the Academy and a third party shall not in any way constitute an obligation, either general, 
special, or moral, of the State of Michigan, the University Board, or the University. Neither the full faith 
and credit nor the taxing power of the State of Michigan or any agency of the State, nor the full faith and 
credit of the University Board or the University shall ever be pledged for the payment of any Academy 
contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness. 
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Section 2.4. Academy Has No Power To Obligate or Bind the State of Michigan, the University 
Board or the University. The Academy has no authority whatsoever to enter into any contract or other 
agreement that would financially obligate the State of Michigan, the University Board or the University, 
nor does the Academy have any authority whatsoever to make any representations to lenders or third parties, 
that the State of Michigan, the University Board or the University in any way guarantee, are financially 
obligated, or are in any way responsible for any contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness 
entered into by the Academy.  
 

Section 2.5. New Public School Academies Located Within the Boundaries of a Community 
District. If the circumstances listed below in (a) or (b) apply to the Academy’s site, the Academy represents 
to the University Board, intending that the University Board rely on such representation as a precondition 
to issuing a contract for a new public school academy, that the Academy will have substantially different 
governance, leadership and curriculum than the public school previously operating at the site: 
 

(a) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location as a public school that (i) is currently on the 
list under Section 1280c(1), MCL 380.1280c(1) or Section 1280g(3), MCL 380.1280g(3) of 
the Code, as applicable; or (ii) has been on the list under Section 1280c(1) or 1280g(3) of the 
Code, as applicable, during the immediately preceding 3 school years.  

 
(b) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location of another public school academy, urban 

high school academy, school of excellence or strict discipline academy whose contract was 
revoked or terminated by an authorizing body. 

 
 

ARTICLE III  
ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY BOARD AS AUTHORIZING BODY 

 
Section 3.1. University Board Resolutions. The University Board has adopted a resolution, 

hereinafter the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution, providing for the method of 
selection and appointment, length of term, removal and suspension, number of Directors and the 
qualifications of Directors. The University Board has adopted a Reauthorization Resolution which approves 
the issuance of this Contract. The Reauthorization Resolution and the Method of Selection, Appointment, 
and Removal Resolution are hereby incorporated into this Contract. The University Board may, from time 
to time, amend the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution changing the method of 
selection, length of term, number of Directors and the qualifications of Directors. Any subsequent resolution 
of the University Board changing the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution shall 
automatically be incorporated into this Contract without the need for an amendment under Article IX of the 
Terms and Conditions. 
 

Section 3.2. University Board as Fiscal Agent for the Academy. The University Board is the fiscal 
agent for the Academy. As fiscal agent, the University Board assumes no responsibility for the financial 
condition of the Academy. The University Board is not liable for any debt or liability incurred by or on 
behalf of the Academy Board, or for any expenditure approved by or on behalf of the Academy Board. 
Except as provided in the Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement and Article X of these Terms 
and Conditions, the University Board shall promptly, within ten (10) business days of receipt, forward to 
the Academy all state school aid funds or other public or private funds received by the University Board 
for the benefit of the Academy. The responsibilities of the University Board, the State of Michigan, and the 
Academy are set forth in the Fiscal Agent Agreement incorporated herein as Schedule 3. 
 

Section 3.3. Oversight Responsibilities of the University Board. The University Board has the 
responsibility to oversee the Academy's compliance with the Contract and all Applicable Law. The 
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responsibilities of the Academy and the University Board are set forth in the Oversight, Compliance and 
Reporting Agreement and incorporated herein as Schedule 4.  
 

Section 3.4. University Board Administrative Fee. The Academy shall pay the University Board an 
administrative fee to compensate the University Board for overseeing the Academy’s compliance with the 
Contract and all Applicable Law. 
 

Section 3.5. University Board Approval of Condemnation. In the event that the Academy desires 
to acquire property pursuant to the Uniform Condemnation Procedures Act or other applicable statutes, it 
shall obtain express written permission for such acquisition from the University Board. The Academy shall 
submit a written request to the Center describing the proposed acquisition and the purpose for which the 
Academy desires to acquire the property. Provided the Academy Board submits the written request to the 
Center at least sixty (60) days before the University Board’s next regular meeting, the University Board 
may vote on whether to give express written permission for the acquisition at its next regular meeting. 
 

Section 3.6. Authorization to Employ or Contract. The University Board authorizes the Academy 
Board to employ or contract for personnel according to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. 
The Academy Board shall prohibit any individual from being employed by the Academy or an Educational 
Service Provider in more than one (1) full-time position and simultaneously being compensated at a full-
time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the Academy shall be an employee of the 
Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the University for any purpose. With respect to Academy 
employees, the Academy shall have the power and responsibility to (i) recruit, select and engage employees; 
(ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; (iii) evaluate performance;  (iv) discipline and dismiss 
employees; and control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the employee carries out 
his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ compensation insurance 
and unemployment insurance for its employees.  
 

The Academy Board may contract with an Educational Service Provider to provide comprehensive 
educational, administrative, management, or instructional services or staff to the Academy. Before entering 
into a Management Agreement with an Educational Service Provider, the Academy Board shall first comply 
with the Educational Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. Any Management Agreement entered 
into by the Academy shall also comply with Section 11.2 and 12.10 of these Terms and Conditions. A copy 
of the Management Agreement between the Academy Board and the Educational Service Provider shall be 
incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 5. Any changes to the Management Agreement shall be 
incorporated into this Contract by amendment in accordance with Article IX, as applicable.  
 

Section 3.7. Teacher Certification. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use 
certificated teachers according to State Board rule.  
 

Section 3.8. Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems. The Academy Board shall adopt, 
implement and maintain a rigorous, transparent, and fair performance evaluation system for its teachers and 
school administrators that complies with Applicable Law. If the Academy enters into a Management 
Agreement with an Educational Service Provider, the Academy Board shall ensure that the Educational 
Service Provider complies with this section. 
 

Section 3.9. Reimbursement of University Board Services. The University Board shall be 
reimbursed for the actual cost of University services associated with responding to third party subpoenas 
and freedom of information act (FOIA) requests under the following circumstances: 
 

If the University receives a subpoena or FOIA request from a third party (including the Academy, 
its counsel, the Academy’s ESP or its counsel) demanding the production of Academy documents related 
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to pending litigation or proceedings involving the Academy, the Academy’s ESP (or any subcontractor of 
the ESP or other contractors of the Academy) or a third party, the University may charge the Academy for 
the actual cost of the services associated with the University’s response to the subpoena or FOIA request(s) 
(including actual attorney’s fees in fulfilling the request). The parties agree that the Academy may reduce 
or avoid the obligation to pay for services by the University Board associated with such responses by 
directly producing Academy documents to the requesting party. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV  
REQUIREMENT THAT THE ACADEMY ACT SOLELY AS GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 

 
Section 4.1. Limitation on Actions in Performance of Governmental Functions. The Academy shall 

act exclusively as a governmental entity and shall not undertake any action inconsistent with its status as a 
governmental entity authorized to receive state school aid funds pursuant to Section 11 of Article IX of the 
State Constitution of 1963. 
 

Section 4.2. Other Permitted Activities.  
 

(a) Nothing in this Contract shall prohibit the Academy from engaging in other lawful activities 
that are not in derogation of the Academy's status as a public school or that would not jeopardize 
the eligibility of the Academy for state school aid funds. Except as provided for the agreements 
identified below in Section 4.2(b), the Academy may enter into agreements with other public 
schools, governmental units, businesses, community and nonprofit organizations where such 
agreements contribute to the effectiveness of the Academy or advance education in this state. 

 
(b) The Academy shall submit to the Center for prior review the following agreements: 

 
(i) In accordance with the Educational Service Provider Policies, a draft copy of any ESP 

Agreement and any subsequent amendments; 
(ii) In accordance with the Master Calendar, a draft copy of any Academy deed or lease, 

amendments to existing leases or any new leasing agreements for any Academy facility; 
and 

(iii) In accordance with the Master Calendar, draft long-term or short-term financing closing 
documents and intercept requests. 

 
Section 4.3. Academy Board Members Serve In Their Individual Capacity. All Directors of the 

Academy Board shall serve in their individual capacity, and not as a representative or designee of any other 
person or entity. A person who does not serve in their individual capacity, or who serves as a representative 
or designee of another person or entity, shall be deemed ineligible to continue to serve as a Director of the 
Academy Board. A Director who violates this section shall be removed from office, in accordance with the 
removal provisions found in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution and Contract 
Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws. As set forth in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal 
Resolution, a Director serves at the pleasure of the University Board, and may be removed with or without 
cause at any time. 
 

Section 4.4. Incompatible Public Offices and Conflicts of Interest Statutes. The Academy shall 
comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, being MCL 15.181 et seq. of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities statute, being MCL 15.321 et seq. of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to 
conflicts of interest. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, the following shall be deemed 
prohibited conflicts of interest for purposes of this Contract: 
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(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 
director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company  that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy; 

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy 

employee; 
 
(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent 

contractor to the Academy; 
 
(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 

governing board of another public school;  
 
(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 

employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 
 
(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership 

or financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 
 

Section 4.5. Prohibition of Identified Family Relationships. The Academy Board shall prohibit 
specifically identified family relationships pursuant to applicable law and the Terms and Conditions of this 
Contract. Language in this Section controls over section 1203 of the Code. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Contract, the following shall be deemed prohibited familial relationships for the purposes 
of this Contract: 
 

(a) No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the 
person’s mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-
law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 
(i) Is employed by the Academy; 
(ii) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy;  
(iii) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical, or other 

significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing 
company;  

(iv) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement 
with the Academy; or 

(v) Is a current Academy Board member. 
 

(b) The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services 
to, the Academy. For purposes of this subsection, familial relationship means a person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, 
sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner. 

 
Section 4.6. Oath of Public Office. Before entering upon the duties of a public school board 

member, each Academy Board member shall take the constitutional oath of office as required by the Code 
and as set forth in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution. 
 

Section 4.7. Academy Counsel. The Academy Board shall select, retain and pay legal counsel to 
represent the Academy. The Academy shall not retain any attorney to represent the Academy if the attorney 
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or the attorney’s law firm also represents the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or any person or 
entity leasing real property to the Academy, if any. 
 
 

ARTICLE V  
CORPORATE STRUCTURE OF THE ACADEMY 

 
Section 5.1. Nonprofit Corporation. The Academy shall be organized and operate as a public school 

academy corporation organized under the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended,  Act No. 162 
of the Public Acts of 1982, being Sections 450.2101 to 450.3192 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
Notwithstanding any provision of the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended, the Academy shall 
not take any action inconsistent with the provisions of Part 6A of the Code or other Applicable Law. 
 

Section 5.2. Articles of Incorporation. The Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Academy, as 
set forth in Schedule 1, shall be the Articles of Incorporation of the Academy. 
 

Section 5.3. Bylaws. The Amended Bylaws of the Academy, as set forth in Schedule 2, shall be the 
Bylaws of the Academy. 

 
 

ARTICLE VI  
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

 
Section 6.1. Governance Structure. The Academy shall be organized and administered under the 

direction of the Academy Board and pursuant to the Governance Structure as set forth in Schedule 7a. The 
Academy shall have four officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. The officer positions 
shall be filled by persons who are members of the Academy Board. A description of their duties is included 
in Schedule 2. 
 

Section 6.2. Educational Goal and Related Measures. The Academy shall achieve, or demonstrate 
measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the achievement of, the educational goal and related 
measures identified in Schedule 7b and the results of the academic assessments identified in Schedule 7e. 
Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written report, along with supporting data, 
assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. 
 

Section 6.3. Educational Programs. The Academy shall implement, deliver and support the 
educational programs identified in Schedule 7c.  
 

Section 6.4. Curriculum. The Academy shall implement, deliver and support the curriculum 
identified in Schedule 7d.  
 

Section 6.5. Methods of Pupil Assessment. The Academy shall properly administer the academic 
assessments identified in Schedule 7e and in accordance with the requirements detailed in the Master 
Calendar. The Academy also shall assess pupil performance using all applicable testing that the Code or 
the Contract require. The Academy shall provide the Center direct access to the results of these assessments, 
along with any other measures of academic achievement reasonably requested by the Center.  
 

Section 6.6. Application and Enrollment of Students. The Academy shall comply with the 
application and enrollment requirements identified in Schedule 7f.  
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Section 6.7. School Calendar and School Day Schedule. The Academy shall comply with the school 
calendar and school day schedule requirements as set forth in Schedule 7g. 
 

Section 6.8. Age or Grade Range of Pupils. The Academy shall comply with the age or grade ranges 
as stated in Schedule 7h.  
 

Section 6.9. Collective Bargaining Agreements. Collective bargaining agreements, if any, with 
employees of the Academy shall be the responsibility of the Academy. 
 

Section 6.10. Accounting Standards. The Academy shall at all times comply with generally 
accepted public sector accounting principles and accounting system requirements that comply with the State 
School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421, et seq., 
and applicable State Board and Michigan Department of Education rules. 
 

Section 6.11. Annual Financial Statement Audit. The Academy shall conduct an annual financial 
statement audit prepared and reviewed by an independent certified public accountant. The Academy Board 
shall select, retain and pay the Academy’s independent auditor. The Academy Board shall not approve the 
retention of any independent auditor if that independent auditor or auditor’s firm is also performing 
accounting and/or auditing services for the Academy’s Educational Service Provider, if applicable. The 
Academy shall submit the annual financial statement audit and auditor's management letter to the Center in 
accordance with the Master Calendar. The Academy Board shall provide to the Center a copy of any 
responses to the auditor's management letter in accordance with the Master Calendar. 
 

Section 6.12. Address and Description of Physical Plant. The address and description of the 
physical plant for the Academy is set forth in Schedule 6. With the approval of the University Board, the 
Academy Board may operate the same configuration of age or grade levels at more than one (1) site if each 
configuration of age or grade levels and each site identified in Schedule 6 are under the direction and control 
of the Academy Board. University Board consideration regarding requests to add additional site(s) shall 
include, but not be limited to, the Academy Board’s demonstration that it meets all statutory requirements 
under the Code. 
 

Section 6.13. Contributions and Fund Raising. The Academy may solicit and receive contributions 
and donations as permitted by law. No solicitation shall indicate that a contribution to the Academy is for 
the benefit of Central Michigan University. 
 

Section 6.14. Disqualified Organizational or Contractual Affiliations. The Academy shall comply 
with all state and federal law applicable to public schools concerning church-state issues. To the extent 
disqualified under the state or federal constitutions, the Academy shall not be organized by a church or 
other religious organization and shall not have any organizational or contractual affiliation with or 
constitute a church or other religious organization. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to diminish or 
enlarge the civil and political rights, privileges and capacities of any person on account of his or her 
religious belief. 
 

Section 6.15. Method for Monitoring Academy's Compliance with Applicable Law and its Targeted 
Educational Outcomes. The Academy shall perform the compliance certification duties required by the 
University Board as outlined in the Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement set forth as Schedule 
4. In addition to the University Board's oversight responsibilities and other Academy compliance and 
reporting requirements set forth in this Contract, the Academy's compliance with the annual Master 
Calendar shall serve as one means by which the University will monitor the Academy's compliance with 
Applicable Law.  
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Section 6.16. Matriculation Agreements. Before the Academy Board approves a matriculation 
agreement with another public school, the Academy shall provide a draft copy of the agreement to the 
Center for review. Any matriculation agreement entered into by the Academy shall be added to Schedule 
7f through a contract amendment approved in accordance with the Contract.  
 

Section 6.17. Postings of Accreditation Status. The Academy shall post notices to the Academy’s 
homepage of its website disclosing the accreditation status of each school as required by the Code. 
 
 

ARTICLE VII  
TUITION PROHIBITED 

 
Section 7.1. Tuition Prohibited; Fees and Expenses. The Academy shall not charge tuition. The 

Academy may impose fees and require payment of expenses for activities of the Academy where such fees 
and payments are not prohibited by Applicable Law. 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII  
COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 

 
Section 8.1. Compliance with Applicable Law. The Academy shall comply with all applicable state 

and federal laws. Nothing in this Contract shall be deemed to apply any other state or federal law to the 
Academy.  
 
 

ARTICLE IX  
AMENDMENT 

 
Section 9.1. Amendments. The University Board and the Academy acknowledge that the operation 

and administration of a public school academy and the improvement of educational outcomes over time 
will require appropriate amendment of this Contract. In order to assure a proper balance between the need 
for independent development of the Academy and the statutory responsibilities of the University Board as 
an authorizing body, the parties have established a flexible process for amending this Contract. 
 

Section 9.2. Process for Amendment Initiated by the Academy. The Academy, by a majority vote 
of its Board of Directors, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this Contract or may propose a 
meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract. The proposal will be made to the University Board 
through its designee. The University Board delegates to the Center Director the review and approval of 
changes or amendments to this Contract. In the event that a proposed change is not accepted by the Center 
Director, the University Board may consider and vote upon a change proposed by the Academy following 
an opportunity for a presentation to the University Board by the Academy.  
 

Section 9.3. Process for Amendment Initiated by the University Board. The University Board, or 
an authorized designee, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this Contract or may propose a 
meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract. The University Board delegates to the Center Director 
the review and approval of changes or amendments to this Contract. The Academy Board may delegate to 
a Director of the Academy the review and negotiation of changes or amendments to this Contract. The 
Contract shall be amended as requested by the University Board upon a majority vote of the Academy 
Board. 
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Section 9.4. Final Approval of Amendments. Amendments to this Contract take effect only after 
they have been approved by the Academy Board and by the University Board or the Center Director. If the 
proposed amendment conflicts with any of the University Board’s general policies on public school 
academies, the proposed amendment shall take effect only after approval by the Academy Board and the 
University Board. 
 

Section 9.5. Change in Existing Law. If, after the effective date of this Contract, there is a change 
in Applicable Law which alters or amends the responsibilities and obligations of either the Academy or the 
University Board, this Contract shall be altered or amended to reflect the change in existing law as of the 
effective date of such change. To the extent possible, the responsibilities and obligations of the Academy 
and the University Board shall conform to and be carried out in accordance with the change in Applicable 
Law. 
 

Section 9.6. Emergency Action on Behalf of University Board. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Contract to the contrary, the contents of this Section shall govern in the event of an 
emergency situation that arises between meetings of the University Board. An emergency situation shall be 
deemed to occur if the University President, in his or her sole discretion, determines that the facts and 
circumstances warrant that emergency action take place before the next meeting of the University Board. 
Upon the determination that an emergency situation exists, the University President may temporarily take 
action on behalf of the University Board with regard to the Academy or the Contract, so long as such action 
is in the best interest of the University Board and the University President consults with the University 
Board Chairperson prior to taking the intended actions. When acting during an emergency situation, the 
University President shall have the authority to act in place of the University Board, and such emergency 
action shall only be effective in the interim before the earlier of (a) rejection of the emergency action by 
the Chairperson of the University Board; or (b) the next meeting of the University Board. The University 
President shall immediately report such action to the University Board for confirmation at the next meeting 
so that the emergency action continues or, upon confirmation by the University Board, becomes permanent. 
 
 

ARTICLE X  
CONTRACT REVOCATION, TERMINATION, AND SUSPENSION 

 
Section 10.1. Statutory Grounds for Revocation. In addition to the other grounds for revocation in 

Section 10.2 and the automatic revocation in Section 10.3 of these Terms and Conditions, the University 
Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10.6, upon a determination 
that one or more of the following has occurred: 
 

(a) Failure of the Academy to demonstrate improved pupil academic achievement for all groups 
of pupils or abide by and meet the educational goal and related measures set forth in this 
Contract; 

 
(b) Failure of the Academy to comply with all Applicable Law;  
 
(c) Failure of the Academy to meet generally accepted public sector accounting principles and to 

demonstrate sound fiscal stewardship; or 
 
(d) The existence of one or more other grounds for revocation as specified in this Contract. 

 
Section 10.2. Other Grounds for Revocation. In addition to the statutory grounds for revocation set 

forth in Section 10.1 and the grounds for an automatic revocation set forth in Section 10.3, the University 
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Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10.6, upon a determination 
that one or more of the following has occurred: 
 

(a) The Academy fails to achieve or demonstrate measurable progress toward achieving the 
educational goal and related measures identified in this Contract; 

 
(b) The Academy fails to properly implement, consistently deliver, and support the educational 

programs or curriculum identified in this Contract; 
 
(c) The Academy is insolvent, has been adjudged bankrupt, or has operated for two or more school 

fiscal years with a Fund Balance Deficit; 
 
(d) The Academy has insufficient enrollment to successfully operate a public school academy, or 

the Academy has lost more than fifty percent (50%) of its student enrollment from the previous 
school year; 

 
(e) The Academy fails to fulfill the compliance and reporting requirements or defaults in any of 

the terms, conditions, promises or representations contained in or incorporated into this 
Contract or, during the term of this Contract, it is discovered by the Center that the Academy 
failed to fulfill the compliance and reporting requirements or there was a violation of a prior 
Contract issued by the University Board; 

 
(f) The Academy files amendments to its Articles of Incorporation with the Michigan Department 

of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, without first obtaining the Center’s approval; 
 
(g) The Center Director discovers grossly negligent, fraudulent or criminal conduct by the 

Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, employees or agents in relation to their 
performance under this Contract; or 

 
(h) The Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, employees or agents have provided false or 

misleading information or documentation to the Center in connection with the University 
Board's approval of the Application, the issuance of this Contract, or the Academy's reporting 
requirements under this Contract or Applicable Law. 

 
Section 10.3. Automatic Amendment Of Contract; Automatic Termination of Contract If All 

Academy Sites Closed; Economic Hardship Termination. Except as otherwise provided in this Section 10.3, 
if the University Board is notified by the Department that an Academy site is subject to closure under 
section 507 of the Code, MCL 380.507 (“State’s Automatic Closure Notice”), then this Contract shall 
automatically be amended to eliminate the Academy’s authority to operate certain age and grade levels at 
the site or sites identified in the State’s Automatic Closure Notice. If the State’s Automatic Closure Notice 
includes all of the Academy’s existing sites,  then this Contract shall automatically be terminated at the end 
of the current school year in which either the State’s Automatic Closure Notice is received without any 
further action of the University Board or the Academy.  
 

Following receipt of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, the Center Director shall forward a copy 
of the notice to the Academy Board and request a meeting with the Academy Board representatives to 
discuss the Academy’s plans and procedures for the elimination of certain age or grade levels at the 
identified site or sites, or if all of the Academy’s existing sites are included in that notice, then wind-up and 
dissolution of the Academy corporation at the end of the current school year. All Academy inquiries and 
requests for reconsideration of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, including the granting of any hardship 
exemption by the Department rescinding the State’s Automatic Closure Notice (“Pupil Hardship 



Terms and Conditions of Contract-14   Countryside Academy 

Exemption”), shall be directed to the Department, in a form and manner determined by the Department. If 
the Department rescinds the State’s Automatic Closure Notice for an Academy site or sites by granting a 
Pupil Hardship Exemption, the Academy is not required to close the identified site(s), but shall present to 
the Center a proposed Contract amendment incorporating the Department’s school improvement plan, if 
applicable, for the identified site(s).  
 
 If the Department elects not to issue a Pupil Hardship Exemption and the Center Director 
determines, in his or her discretion, that the closure of one or more sites as directed by the Department 
creates a significant economic hardship for the Academy as a going concern or the possibility of a mid-year 
school closure, then the Center Director may recommend to the University Board that the Contract be 
terminated at the end of the current school year (hereinafter “Economic Hardship Termination”). If the 
University Board approves the Economic Hardship Termination recommendation, then this Contract shall 
terminate at the end of the current school year without any further action of the parties.  
 
 The University Board’s revocation procedures set forth in Section 10.6 do not apply to an automatic 
termination initiated by the State’s Automatic Closure Notice or an Economic Hardship Termination under 
this Section 10.3. 
  

Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract. The Academy Board, 
by majority vote of its Directors, may, at any time and for any reason, request termination of this Contract. 
The Academy Board’s request for termination shall be made to the Center Director not less than six (6) 
calendar months in advance of the Academy’s proposed effective date of termination. Upon receipt of an 
Academy request for termination, the Center Director shall present the Academy Board’s request for 
termination to the University Board. A copy of the Academy Board’s resolution approving of the Contract 
termination, including a summary of the reasons for terminating the Contract, shall be included with the 
Academy Board’s request for termination. Upon receipt of the Academy Board’s request for termination, 
the University Board shall consider and vote on the proposed termination request. The University Board 
may, in its sole discretion, waive the six (6) month advance notice requirement for terminating this Contract. 
  

Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract. The University 
Board, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to terminate the Contract (i) for any reason or for no reason 
provided that such termination shall not take place less than six (6) months from the date of the University 
Board’s action; or (ii) if there is a change in Applicable Law that the University Board, in its sole discretion, 
determines impairs its rights and obligations under the Contract or requires the University Board to make 
changes in the Contract that are not in the best interest of the University Board or the University, then such 
termination shall take effect at the end of the current Academy fiscal year. Following University Board 
approval, the Center Director shall provide notice of the termination to the Academy. If during the period 
between the University Board action to terminate and the effective date of termination, the Academy has 
violated the Contract or Applicable Law, the Contract may be revoked or suspended sooner pursuant to this 
Article X. If this Contract is terminated pursuant to this Section 10.5, the revocation procedures in Section 
10.6 shall not apply.  
  

Section 10.6. University Board Procedures for Revoking Contract. Except for the automatic 
revocation and procedures initiated by the State of Michigan set forth in Section 10.3, the University Board's 
process for revoking the Contract is as follows: 
 

(a) Notice of Intent to Revoke. The Center Director, upon reasonable belief that grounds for 
revocation of the Contract exist, shall notify the Academy Board of such grounds by issuing 
the Academy Board a Notice of Intent to Revoke for non-compliance with the Contract or 
Applicable Law. The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall be in writing and shall set forth in 
sufficient detail the alleged grounds for revocation. 
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(b) Academy Board's Response. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of Intent to 
Revoke, the Academy Board shall respond in writing to the alleged grounds for revocation. 
The Academy Board's response shall be addressed to the Center Director, and shall either admit 
or deny the allegations of non-compliance. If the Academy's response includes admissions of 
non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy Board's response must also 
contain a description of the Academy Board's plan and timeline for correcting the non-
compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law. If the Academy's response includes a denial 
of non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy's response shall include 
sufficient documentation or other evidence to support a denial of non-compliance with the 
Contract or Applicable Law. A response not in compliance with this Section shall be deemed 
to be non-responsive. As part of its response, the Academy Board may request that a meeting 
be scheduled with the Center Director prior to a review of the Academy Board's response. 

 
(c) Plan of Correction. Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the Academy Board's response or 

after a meeting with Academy Board representatives, the Center Director shall review the 
Academy Board's response and determine whether a reasonable plan for correcting the 
deficiencies can be formulated. If the Center Director determines that a reasonable plan for 
correcting the deficiencies set forth in the Notice of Intent to Revoke can be formulated, the 
Center Director shall develop a plan for correcting the non-compliance ("Plan of Correction") 
which may include Reconstitution pursuant to 10.6(d) of these Terms and Conditions. In 
developing a Plan of Correction, the Center Director is permitted to adopt, modify or reject 
some or all of the Academy Board's response for correcting the deficiencies outlined in the 
Notice of Intent to Revoke. The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall be closed if the Center Director 
determines any of the following: (i) the Academy Board's denial of non-compliance is 
persuasive; (ii) the non-compliance set forth in the Notice of Intent to Revoke has been 
corrected by the Academy Board; or (iii) the Academy Board has successfully completed the 
Plan of Correction.  

 
(d) University Board’s Contract Reconstitution Provision. The Center Director may reconstitute 

the Academy in an effort to improve student educational performance or to avoid interruption 
of the educational process. Reconstitution may include, but is not limited to, one of the 
following actions: (i) removal of 1 or more members of the Academy Board; (ii) termination 
of at-will board appointments of 1 or more Academy Board members in accordance with the 
Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution; (iii) withdrawing approval of a 
contract under Section 506 of the Code; or (iv) the appointment of a new Academy Board or a 
Conservator to take over operations of the Academy.  

 
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, reconstitution of the Academy does not 
prohibit the Department from issuing an order under section 507 of the Code, MCL 380.507, 
directing the automatic closure of the Academy’s site(s).  

 
(e) Request for Revocation Hearing. The Center Director may initiate a revocation hearing before 

the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel if the Center Director determines that any of the 
following has occurred: 

 
(i) the Academy Board has failed to respond to the Notice of Intent to Revoke as set forth in 

Section 10.6(b); 
(ii) the Academy Board's response to the Notice of Intent to Revoke is non-responsive; 
(iii) the Academy Board's response admits violations of the Contract or Applicable Law which 

the Center Director deems cannot be remedied or cannot be remedied in an appropriate 
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period of time, or for which the Center Director determines that a Plan of Correction 
cannot be formulated; 

(iv) the Academy Board's response contains denials that are not supported by sufficient 
documentation or other evidence showing compliance with the Contract or Applicable 
Law; 

(v) the Academy Board has not complied with part or all of a Plan of Correction established 
in Section 10.6(c); 

(vi) the Academy Board has engaged in actions that jeopardize the financial or educational 
integrity of the Academy; or 

(vii) the Academy Board has been issued multiple or repeated Notices of Intent to Revoke. 
 

The Center Director shall send a copy of the request for revocation hearing to the Academy 
Board at the same time the request is sent to the Hearing Panel. The request for revocation shall 
identify the reasons for revoking the Contract. 

 
(f) Hearing before the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel. Within thirty (30) days of receipt 

of a request for revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall convene a revocation hearing. The 
Hearing Panel shall provide a copy of the notice of hearing to the Center and the Academy 
Board at least ten (10) days before the hearing. The purpose of the Hearing Panel is to gather 
facts surrounding the Center Director's request for Contract revocation, and to make a 
recommendation to the University Board on whether the Contract should be revoked. The 
revocation hearing shall be held at a location, date and time as determined by the Center 
Director and shall not last more than three hours. The hearing shall be transcribed and the cost 
shall be divided equally between the University and the Academy. The Center Director or his 
or her designee, and the Academy Board or its designee, shall each have equal time to make 
their presentation to the Hearing Panel. Although each party is permitted to submit affidavits 
and exhibits in support of their positions, the Hearing Panel will not hear testimony from any 
witnesses for either side. The Hearing Panel may, however, question the Center Director and 
the Academy Board. Within thirty (30) days of the revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall 
make a recommendation to the University Board concerning the revocation of the Contract. 
For good cause, the Hearing Panel may extend any time deadline set forth in this subsection. 
A copy of the Hearing Panel's recommendation shall be provided to the Center and the 
Academy Board at the same time that the recommendation is sent to the University Board. 

 
(g) University Board Decision. If the Hearing Panel's recommendation is submitted to the 

University Board at least fourteen (14) days before the University Board's next regular meeting, 
the University Board shall consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation at its next regular 
meeting and vote on whether to revoke the Contract. The University Board reserves the right 
to modify, reject or approve all or any part of the Hearing Panel’s recommendation. The 
University Board shall have available to it copies of the Hearing Panel's recommendation and 
the transcript from the hearing. The University Board may waive the fourteen (14) day 
submission requirement or hold a special board meeting to consider the Hearing Panel's 
recommendation. A copy of the University Board's decision shall be provided to the Center, 
the Academy Board and the Department.  

 
(h) Effective Date of Revocation. If the University Board votes to revoke the Contract, the 

revocation shall be effective on the date of the University Board's act of revocation, or at a later 
date as determined by the University Board. 

 
(i) Disposition of State School Aid Funds. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Contract, 

any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a recommendation is made 
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by the Hearing Panel to revoke the Contract, or a decision by the University Board to revoke 
the Contract, may be withheld by the University Board or returned to the Michigan Department 
of Treasury upon request. The University Board may also direct that a portion of the Academy’s 
state school aid funds be directed to fund the Academy’s Dissolution account established under 
Section 10.9 of these Terms and Conditions. 

  
Section 10.7. Contract Suspension. The University Board's process for suspending the Contract is 

as follows: 
 

(a) The Center Director Action. If the Center Director determines, in his or her sole discretion, that 
certain conditions or circumstances exist such that the Academy Board:  

 
(i) has placed staff or students at risk;  
(ii) is not properly exercising its fiduciary obligations to protect and preserve the Academy's 

public funds and property;  
(iii) has lost its right to occupancy of the physical facilities described in Schedule 6, and cannot 

find another suitable physical facility for the Academy prior to the expiration or termination 
of its right to occupy its existing physical facilities;  

(iv) has failed to secure or has lost the necessary fire, health, and safety approvals as required 
by Schedule 6;  

(v) has willfully or intentionally violated this Contract or Applicable Law; or  
(vi) has violated Section 10.2(g) or (h),  
 
then the Center Director may immediately suspend the Contract, pending completion of the 
procedures set forth in Section 10.6. A copy of the suspension notice, setting forth the grounds 
for suspension, shall be sent to the Academy Board and to the Hearing Panel. If this subsection 
is implemented, the notice and hearing procedures set forth in Section 10.6 shall be expedited 
as much as possible.  

 
(b) Disposition of State School Aid Funds. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Contract, 

any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a decision by the Center 
Director to suspend the Contract, shall be retained by the University Board for the Academy 
until the Contract is reinstated, or shall be returned to the Michigan Department of Treasury 
upon the State’s request. 

 
(c) Immediate Revocation Proceeding. If the Academy Board, after receiving a notice of Contract 

suspension from the Center Director, continues to engage in conduct or activities that are 
covered by the suspension notice, the Hearing Panel may immediately convene a revocation 
hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth in section 10.6(e) of this Contract. The 
Hearing Panel has the authority to accelerate the timeline for revoking the Contract, provided 
that notice of the revocation hearing shall be provided to the Center and the Academy Board at 
least five (5) days before the hearing. If the Hearing Panel determines that the Academy Board 
has continued to engage in conduct or activities that are covered by the suspension notice, the 
Hearing Panel may recommend revocation of the Contract. The University Board shall proceed 
to consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation in accordance with sections 10.6(f) through 
(h).  

 
Section 10.8. Conservator; Appointment By University President. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of the Contract, in the event that the University President, in his or her sole discretion, determines 
that the health, safety and welfare of Academy students, property or funds are at risk, the University 
President, after consulting with the University Board Chairperson, may appoint a person to serve as the 
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Conservator of the Academy. Upon appointment, the Conservator shall have all the powers and authority 
of the Academy Board under this Contract and Applicable Law and shall act in the place and stead of the 
Academy Board. The University President shall appoint the Conservator for a definite term which may be 
extended in writing at his or her sole discretion. During the appointment, the Academy Board members and 
their terms in office are suspended and all powers of the Academy Board are suspended. All appointments 
made under this provision must be presented to the University Board for final determination at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. During their appointment, the Conservator shall have the following powers: 
 

(a) take into his or her possession all Academy property and records, including financial, board, 
employment and student records; 

 
(b) institute and defend actions by or on behalf of the Academy; 
 
(c) continue the business of the Academy including entering into contracts, borrowing money, and 

pledging, mortgaging, or otherwise encumbering the property of the Academy as security for 
the repayment of loans. However, the power shall be subject to any provisions and restrictions 
in any existing credit documents; 

 
(d) hire, fire, evaluate and discipline employees of the Academy; 
 
(e) settle or compromise with any debtor or creditor of the Academy, including any governmental 

or taxing authority; 
 
(f) review all outstanding agreements to which the Academy is a party and to take those actions 

which the Academy Board may have exercised to pay, extend, rescind, renegotiate or settle 
such agreements as needed; and 

 
(g) perform all acts necessary and appropriate to fulfill the Academy’s purposes as set forth under 

this Contract or Applicable Law. 
 

Section 10.9.  Academy Dissolution Account. If the University Board terminates, revokes or fails 
to issue a new Contract to the Academy, the Center Director shall notify the Academy that, beginning thirty 
(30) days after notification of the University Board’s decision, the University Board may direct up to 
$10,000 from each subsequent State School Aid Fund payment, not to exceed a combined total of $30,000, 
to a separate Academy account (“Academy Dissolution Account”) to be used exclusively to pay the costs 
associated with the wind-up and dissolution responsibilities of the Academy. Within five (5) business days 
of the Center Director’s notice, the Academy Board Treasurer shall provide the Center Director, in a form 
and manner determined by the Center, with account detail information and authorization to direct such 
funds to the Academy Dissolution Account. The Academy Dissolution Account shall be under the sole care, 
custody and control of the Academy Board, and such funds shall not be used by the Academy to pay any 
other Academy debt or obligation until such time as all the wind-up and dissolution expenses have been 
satisfied. An intercept agreement entered into by the Academy and a third-party lender or trustee shall 
include language that the third party lender or trustee acknowledges and consents to the funding of the 
Academy’s dissolution account in accordance with this Contract. Any unspent funds remaining in the 
Academy’s dissolution account after payment of all wind-up and dissolution expenses shall be returned to 
the Academy. 
 
 
 
 
 



Terms and Conditions of Contract-19   Countryside Academy 

ARTICLE XI  
PROVISIONS RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES 

 
Section 11.1. The Academy Budget; Transmittal of Budgetary Assumptions; Budget Deficit; 

Enhanced Deficit Elimination Plan. The Academy agrees to comply with all of the following:  
 

(a) The Academy Board is responsible for establishing, approving, and amending an annual budget 
in accordance with the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421, et seq. The 
Academy Board shall submit to the Center a copy of its annual budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year in accordance with the Master Calendar. The budget must detail budgeted expenditures at 
the object level as described in the Department’s Michigan School Accounting Manual. In 
addition, the Academy Board is responsible for approving all revisions and amendments to the 
annual budget. In accordance with the Master Calendar, revisions or amendments to the 
Academy's budget shall be submitted to the Center following Academy Board approval. 

 
(b) Unless exempted from transmitting under section 1219 of the Code, MCL 380.1219, the 

Academy, on or before July 7th of each school fiscal year, shall transmit to the Center for 
Educational Performance and Information (“CEPI”) the budgetary assumptions used when 
adopting its annual budget pursuant to the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 
141.421 et seq. 

 
(c) The Academy shall not adopt or operate under a deficit budget, or incur an operating deficit in 

a fund during any fiscal year. At any time during the term of this Contract, the Academy shall 
not have an existing deficit fund balance, incur a deficit fund balance, or adopt a current year 
budget that projects a deficit fund balance. If the Academy has an existing deficit fund balance, 
incurs a deficit fund balance in the most recently completed school fiscal year, or adopts a 
current year budget that projects a deficit fund balance, all of the following apply: 

 
(i) The Academy shall notify the Superintendent and the State Treasurer immediately upon 

the occurrence of the circumstance, and provide a copy of the notice to the Center; 
(ii) Within 30 days after making notification under subdivision (i), the Academy shall submit 

to the Superintendent in the form and manner prescribed by the Department an amended 
budget for the current school fiscal year and a deficit elimination plan approved by the 
Academy Board, with a copy to the State Treasurer. The Academy shall transmit a copy of 
the amended budget and the deficit elimination plan to the Center; and 

(iii) After the Superintendent approves Academy's deficit elimination plan, the Academy shall 
post the deficit elimination plan on the Academy's website. 

 
(d) If the Academy is required by the State Treasurer to submit an enhanced deficit elimination 

plan under section 1220 of the Code, MCL 380.1220, the Academy shall do all of the following: 
 

(i) The enhanced deficit elimination plan shall be approved by the Academy Board before 
submission;   

(ii) After the State Treasurer approves an enhanced deficit elimination plan for the Academy, 
the Academy shall post the enhanced deficit elimination plan on the Academy’s website; 
and  

(iii) As required, submit to the Superintendent and State Treasurer an enhanced monthly 
monitoring reports in a form and manner prescribed by the State Treasurer and post such 
monthly reports on the Academy’s website. 
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Section 11.2. Insurance. The Academy Board shall secure and maintain in its own name, as the 
"first named insured," insurance coverage as required by the University’s insurance carrier. 
 

The insurance must be obtained from a licensed mutual, stock, or other responsible company 
licensed to do business in the State of Michigan. The Academy may join with other public school academies 
to obtain insurance if the Academy Board finds that such an association provides economic advantages to 
the Academy, provided that each Academy maintains its identity as first named insured. The Academy shall 
list the University on the insurance policies as an additional insured as required by the University’s 
insurance carrier. The coverage provided to the University as an additional covered person or organization 
will be primary and non-contributory with the University’s insurance carrier. The Academy shall have a 
provision included in all policies requiring notice to the University, at least thirty (30) days in advance, 
upon termination or non-renewal of the policy for any reason other than nonpayment which would require 
a ten (10) day advance notice to the University. In addition, the Academy shall provide the Center copies 
of all insurance policies required by this Contract.  
 

When changing insurance programs or carriers, the Academy must provide copies of the proposed 
policies to the Center at least thirty (30) days prior to the proposed change. The Academy shall not cancel 
or change its existing carrier without the prior review of the Center. 
 

The University’s insurance carrier periodically reviews the types and amounts of insurance 
coverage that the Academy must secure in order for the University to maintain insurance coverage for the 
authorization and oversight of the Academy. In the event that the University’s insurance carrier requests 
additional changes in coverage identified in this Section 11.2, the Academy agrees to comply with any 
additional changes in the types and amounts of coverage requested by the University’s insurance carrier 
within thirty (30) days after notice of the insurance coverage change. 
 

The Academy may expend funds for payment of the cost of participation in an accident or medical 
insurance program to insure protection for pupils while attending school or participating in a school 
program or activity. Other insurance policies and higher minimums may be required depending upon 
academic offerings and program requirements. 
 

Pursuant to Section 3.6 of these Terms and Conditions, the University requires that any Educational 
Service Provider or employee leasing company that enters into a contract with the Academy must obtain 
insurance coverage similar to the insurance coverage that is currently required for the Academy. 
Accordingly, any agreement between the Academy and an Educational Service Provider or employee 
leasing company shall contain a provision requiring the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing 
company to comply with the coverage requirements recommended by the University’s insurance carrier. 
Furthermore, the agreement between the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company and 
the Academy shall contain a provision stating that “in the event that the University’s insurance carrier 
recommends any change in coverage by the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company, 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company agrees to comply with any changes in the 
type and amount of coverage as requested by the University or the University’s insurance carrier within 
thirty (30) days after notice of the insurance coverage change.”  
 

Section 11.3. Legal Liabilities and Covenant Against Suit. The Academy acknowledges and agrees 
that it has no authority to extend the faith and credit of the University or to enter into a contract that would 
bind the University. The Academy also is limited in its authority to contract by the amount of funds obtained 
from the state school aid fund, as provided hereunder, or from other independent sources. The Academy 
hereby covenants not to sue the University Board, the University or any of its Trustees, officers, employees, 
agents or representatives for any matters that arise under this Contract. The University does not assume any 
obligation with respect to any director, employee, agent, parent, guardian, student, or independent 
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contractor of the Academy, and no such person shall have the right or standing to bring suit against the 
University Board, the University or any of its Trustees, employees, agents, or independent contractors as a 
result of the issuance, non-issuance, oversight, revocation, termination or suspension of this Contract. 
 

Section 11.4. Lease or Deed for Proposed Site. The Academy shall provide to the Center copies of 
its proposed lease or deed for the premises in which the Academy shall operate. Following the Center’s 
review, a copy of the Academy’s lease or deed shall be incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 6 
and in accordance with Article IX, as applicable.  
 

Section 11.5. Certificate(s) of Use and Occupancy. The Academy Board shall: (i) ensure that the 
Academy’s physical facilities comply with all fire, health and safety standards applicable to schools; and 
(ii) possess the necessary occupancy certificates for the Academy’s physical facilities. The Academy Board 
shall not occupy or use any facility until approved for occupancy by the Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Construction Codes. Copies of these Certificate(s) of Use and Occupancy 
shall be incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 6 and in accordance with Article IX, as applicable. 
 

Section 11.6. New Building Construction or Renovations. The Academy shall not commence 
construction on a new school building or the major renovation of an existing school building unless the 
Academy consults on the plans of the construction or major renovation regarding school safety issues with 
the law enforcement agency that is or will be the first responder for that school building. School building 
includes either a building intended to be used to provide pupil instruction or a recreational or athletic 
structure or field used by pupils. 
 

Section 11.7. Criminal Background and History Checks; Disclosure of Unprofessional Conduct. 
The Academy shall comply with section 1230 and 1230a of the Code concerning criminal background and 
criminal history checks for its teachers, school administrator(s), and for any other position requiring State 
Board approval. In addition, the Academy shall comply with section 1230b of the Code concerning the 
disclosure of unprofessional conduct by persons applying for Academy employment. This Section 11.7 
shall apply to such persons irrespective of whether they are employed by the Academy or employed by 
another entity contracting with the Academy. 
 

Section 11.8. Special Education. Pursuant to Section 1701a of the Code, the Academy shall comply 
with Article III, Part 29 of the Code, MCL 380.1701 et seq., concerning the provision of special education 
programs and services at the Academy as referenced in Contract Schedule 7c. Upon receipt, the Academy 
shall notify the Center of any due process or state complaint filed against the Academy or notice of state 
audit. 
   

Section 11.9. Information Available to the Public and the Center. 
 

(a) Information to be provided by the Academy. In accordance with Applicable Law, the Academy 
shall make information concerning its operation and management, including, without 
limitation, information in Schedule 8 available to the public and the Center. 

 
(b) Information to be provided by Educational Service Provider. The agreement between the 

Academy and the Educational Service Provider shall contain a provision requiring the 
Educational Service Provider to make information concerning the operation and management 
of the Academy, including the information in Schedule 8, available to the Academy as deemed 
necessary by the Academy Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations 
under paragraph 11.9 (a) above. 
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Section 11.10. Deposit of Public Funds by the Academy. The Academy Board agrees to comply 
with Section 1221 of the Revised School Code, being MCL 380.1221, regarding the deposit of all public 
or private funds received by the Academy. Such deposit shall be made within three (3) days after receipt of 
the funds by the Academy. Only Academy Board members or designated Academy Board employees may 
be a signatory on any Academy bank account. 
 

Section 11.11. Nonessential Elective Course. If the Academy Board elects to provide nonessential 
elective courses to part-time pupils at a nonpublic school building, the Academy shall comply with Section 
166b of the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, MCL 388.1766b. Prior to providing instruction, the 
Academy Board shall ensure that the Academy has sufficient documentation to qualify for part-time pupil 
funding under the State School Aid Act. The provision of nonessential elective courses by the Academy 
shall be incorporated into Schedule 7c of this Contract by amendment pursuant to Article IX of these Terms 
and Conditions, as applicable. 
 

ARTICLE XII  
GENERAL TERMS 

 
Section 12.1. Notices. Any and all notices permitted or required to be given hereunder shall be 

deemed duly given: (i) upon actual delivery, if delivery is by hand; or (ii) upon receipt by the transmitting 
party of confirmation or answer back if delivery is by facsimile or electronic mail; or (iii) upon delivery 
into United States mail if delivery is by postage paid first class mail. Each such notice shall be sent to the 
respective party at the address indicated below or to any other address or person as the respective party may 
designate by notice delivered pursuant hereto: 
 

If to the University Board:  The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
     Attn: Executive Director 
     Central Michigan University 
     EHS 200 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

General Counsel:  General Counsel 
     Central Michigan University 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

Chief Financial Officer:  Vice President for Finance and Administrative Services 
     Central Michigan University 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

If to the Academy:  Academy Board President 
     Countryside Academy 
     4800 Meadowbrook Rd. 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022  
 

Section 12.2. Severability. If any provision in this Contract is held to be invalid or unenforceable, 
it shall be ineffective only to the extent of the invalidity, without affecting or impairing the validity and 
enforceability of the remainder of the provision or the remaining provisions of this Contract. If any 
provision of this Contract shall be or become in violation of any local, state or federal law, such provision 
shall be considered null and void, and all other provisions shall remain in full force and effect.  
 

Section 12.3. Successors and Assigns. The terms and provisions of this Contract are binding on and 
shall inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective successors and permitted assigns. 
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Section 12.4. Entire Contract. Except as specifically provided in this Contract, this Contract sets 
forth the entire agreement between the University Board and the Academy with respect to the subject matter 
of this Contract. All prior contracts, representations, statements, negotiations, understandings, and 
undertakings are superseded by this Contract. 
 

Section 12.5. Assignment. This Contract is not assignable by the Academy. 
 

Section 12.6. Non-Waiver. Except as provided herein, no term or provision of this Contract shall 
be deemed waived and no breach or default shall be deemed excused, unless such waiver or consent shall 
be in writing and signed by the party claimed to have waived or consented. No consent by any party to, or 
waiver of, a breach or default by the other, whether expressed or implied, shall constitute consent to, waiver 
of, or excuse for any different or subsequent breach or default. 
 

Section 12.7. Governing Law. This Contract shall be governed and controlled by the laws of the 
State of Michigan as to interpretation, enforcement, validity, construction, and effect, and in all other 
respects. 
 

Section 12.8. Counterparts. This Contract may be executed in any number of counterparts. Each 
counterpart so executed shall be deemed an original, but all such counterparts shall together constitute one 
and the same instrument. 
 

 Section 12.9. Term of Contract. This Contract is for a fixed term and shall terminate at the end of 
the Contract term without any further action of either the University Board or the Academy. This Contract 
shall commence on the date first set forth above and shall remain in full force and effect for a period of five 
(5) academic years and shall terminate on June 30, 2027, unless sooner revoked, terminated, or suspended 
pursuant to Article X of these Terms and Conditions. Pursuant to University Board policy, the standards by 
which the Academy may be considered for the issuance of a new contract will be guided by the following 
core questions: 
 

Is the Academy’s academic program successful? 
Is the Academy’s organization viable? 
Is the Academy demonstrating good faith in following the terms of its charter and applicable law? 

 
The Center shall establish the process and timeline for the issuance of a new contract. The standards 

for the issuance of a new contract shall include increases in academic achievement for all groups of pupils 
as measured by assessments and other objective criteria established by the University Board as the most 
important factor of whether to issue or not issue a new contract. Consistent with the Code, the University 
Board in its sole discretion may elect to issue or not issue a new contract to the Academy.  
 

Section 12.10. Indemnification of University. As a condition to receiving a grant of authority from 
the University Board to operate a public school pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, the 
Academy agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the University Board, the University and its 
officers, employees, agents or representatives from and against all demands, claims, actions, suits, causes 
of action, losses, judgments, liabilities, damages, fines, penalties, forfeitures, or any other liabilities or 
losses of any kind whatsoever, including costs and expenses (not limited to reasonable attorney fees, expert 
and other professional fees) settlement and prosecution imposed upon or incurred by the University, and 
not caused by the sole negligence of the University, which arise out of or are in any manner connected with 
the University Board’s approval of the public school academy application, the University Board’s 
consideration of or issuance of a Contract, the Academy’s preparation for or operation of a public school, 
or which are incurred as a result of the reliance by the University Board, the University and its officers, 
employees, agents or representatives upon information supplied by the Academy, or which arise out of the 
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Academy’s failure to comply with this Contract or Applicable Law. The foregoing provision shall not be 
deemed a relinquishment or waiver of any kind of Section 7 of the Governmental Liability for Negligence 
Act, being Act No. 170, Public Acts of Michigan, 1964.  
 

Section 12.11. Construction. This Contract shall be construed fairly as to both parties and not in 
favor of or against either party, regardless of which party prepared the Contract. 
 

Section 12.12. Force Majeure. If any circumstances occur which are beyond the control of the 
parties, which delay or render impossible the obligations of one or both of the parties, the parties' obligations 
to perform such services shall be postponed for an equivalent period of time or shall be canceled, if such 
performance has been rendered impossible by such circumstances. 
 

Section 12.13. No Third Party Rights. This Contract is made for the sole benefit of the Academy 
and the University Board. Except as otherwise expressly provided, nothing in this Contract shall create or 
be deemed to create a relationship between the parties hereto, or either of them, and any third person, 
including a relationship in the nature of a third party beneficiary or fiduciary. 
 

Section 12.14. Non-agency. It is understood that the Academy is not the agent of the University. 
 

Section 12.15. University Board or the Center’s General Policies on Public School Academies Shall 
Apply. Notwithstanding any provision of this Contract to the contrary, and with the exception of existing 
University Board or the Center policies regarding public school academies which shall apply immediately, 
University Board or the Center general policies clarifying procedure and requirements applicable to public 
school academies under this Contract, as from time to time adopted or amended, will automatically apply 
to the Academy, provided they are not inconsistent with provisions of this Contract. Before issuing general 
policies under this section, the University Board or the Center shall provide a draft of the proposed policies 
to the Academy Board. The Academy Board shall have at least thirty (30) days to provide comment to the 
Center on the proposed policies before such policies shall become effective.   
 

Section 12.16. Survival of Provisions. The terms, provisions, and representations contained in 
Section 11.2, Section 11.3, Section 11.9, Section 12.10, Section 12.13 and any other provisions of this 
Contract that by their sense and context are intended to survive termination of this Contract shall survive. 
 

Section 12.17. Termination of Responsibilities. Upon termination or revocation of the Contract, the 
University Board or its designee shall have no further obligations or responsibilities under this Contract to 
the Academy or any other person or persons in connection with this Contract. Upon termination or 
revocation of the Contract, the Academy may amend its articles of incorporation or bylaws as necessary to 
allow the Academy Board to: (a) take action to appoint Academy Board members in order to have a quorum 
necessary to take Academy Board action; or (b) effectuate a dissolution, provided that the Academy Board 
may not amend the articles of incorporation with regard to the disposition of assets upon dissolution. 
 

Section 12.18. Disposition of Academy Assets Upon Termination or Revocation of Contract.   
Following termination or revocation of the Contract, the Academy shall follow the applicable wind-up and 
dissolution provisions set forth in the Academy’s articles of incorporation, the Code, and Applicable Law. 
 

Section 12.19. Student Privacy. In order to protect the privacy of students enrolled at the Academy, 
the Academy Board, subject to Section 12.22, shall not: 
 

(a) Sell or otherwise provide to a for-profit business entity any personally identifiable information 
that is part of a pupil’s education records. This subsection does not apply to any of the following 
situations: 
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(i) for students enrolled in the Academy, providing such information to an ESP that has a 
contract with the Academy and whose contract has not been disapproved by the University; 

(ii) providing the information as necessary for standardized testing that measures a student’s 
academic progress and achievement; or 

(iii) providing the information as necessary to a person that is providing educational or 
educational support services to the student under a contract with either the Academy or an 
educational management organization that has a contract with the Academy and whose 
contract has not been disapproved by the University. 

 
(b) The terms “education records” and “personally identifiable information” shall have the same 

meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
  

Section 12.20. Disclosure of Information to Parents and Legal Guardians, subject to Section 12.22. 
 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after receiving a written request from a student’s parent or legal 
guardian, the Academy shall disclose without charge to the student’s parent or legal guardian 
any personally identifiable information concerning the student that is collected or created by 
the Academy as part of the student’s education records.  

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (b) and within thirty (30) days after receiving 

a written request from a student’s parent or legal guardian, the Academy shall disclose to a 
student’s parent or legal guardian without charge any personally identifiable information 
provided to any person, agency or organization. The Academy’s disclosure shall include the 
specific information that was disclosed, the name and contact information of each person, 
agency, or organization to which the information has been disclosed; and the legitimate reason 
that the person, agency, or organization had in obtaining the information. The parental 
disclosure requirement does not apply to information that is provided: 

 
(i) to the Department or CEPI; 
(ii) to the student’s parent or legal guardian; 
(iii) by the Academy to the University Board, University, Center or to the ESP with which the 

Academy has a Management Agreement that has not been disapproved by the Center 
Director; 

(iv) by the Academy to the Academy’s intermediate school district or another intermediate 
school district providing services to Academy or the Academy’s students pursuant to a 
written agreement; 

(v) to the Academy by the Academy’s intermediate school district or another immediate 
school district providing services to pupils enrolled in the Academy pursuant to a written 
agreement; 

(vi) to the Academy by the University Board, University, Center; 
(vii) to a person, agency, or organization with written consent from the student’s parent or legal 

guardian, or from the student if the student is 18 years of age; 
(viii) to a person, agency, or organization seeking or receiving records in accordance with an 

order, subpoena, or ex parte order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction;  
(ix) to a person, agency, or organization as necessary for standardized testing that measures a 

student’s academic progress and achievement; or 
(x) in the absence of, or in compliance with, a properly executed opt-out form, as adopted by 

the Academy in compliance with section 1136(6) of the Code, pertaining to uses for which 
the Academy commonly would disclose a pupil’s “directory information.” 
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(c) If the Academy considers it necessary to make redacted copies of all or part of a student’s 
education records in order to protect personally identifiable information of another student, the 
Academy shall not charge the parent or legal guardian for the cost of those redacted copies. 

 
(d) The terms “education records,” “personally identifiable information,” and “directory 

information” shall have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
 

Section 12.21. List of Uses for Student Directory Information; Opt Out Form; Notice to Student’s 
Parent or Legal Guardian.  
 

(a) Subject to Section 12.22, the Academy shall do all of the following: 
(i) Develop a list of uses (the “Uses”) for which the Academy commonly would disclose a 

student’s directory information;  
(ii) Develop an opt-out form that lists all of the Uses and allows a student’s parent or guardian 

to elect not to have the student’s directory information disclosed for one (1) or more Uses; 
(iii) Present the opt-out form to each student’s parents or guardian within the first thirty (30) 

days of the school year and at other times upon request; and 
(iv) If an opt-out form is signed and submitted to the Academy by a student’s parent or 

guardian, then the Academy shall not include the student’s directory information in any of 
the Uses that have been opted out of in the opt-out form. 

 
(b) The term “directory information” shall have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 

 
Section 12.22. Confidential Address Restrictions. 
 
(a) The Academy shall not disclose the confidential address of a student if the student or the 

student's parent or legal guardian has obtained a participation card issued by the department of 
the attorney general under the address confidentiality program act and the parent or legal 
guardian provides notice of the issuance of the participation card, in a form and manner 
prescribed by the Michigan Department of Education. 

 
(b) The term “confidential address” shall have the meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
 
Section 12.23. Partnership Agreement. If the Department and State School Reform/Redesign Office 

impose a partnership agreement on the Academy, the Academy shall work collaboratively with the 
Department, the State School Reform/Redesign Office and other partners to implement the partnership 
agreement. In the event that a provision in the partnership agreement is inconsistent with a provision in this 
Contract, this Contract shall control. 
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As the designated representative of the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees, I hereby issue this 
Contract to the Academy on the date first set forth above. 

 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

By: 
Richard K. Studley, Chair 

Date: 

As the authorized representative of the Academy, I hereby certify that the Academy is able to comply with 
the Contract and all Applicable Law, and that the Academy, through its governing board, has approved and 
agreed to comply with and be bound by the Terms and Conditions of this Contract and all Applicable Law. 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

By: 
 Board President 

Date: 

05/11/2022
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AMENDED BYLAWS 
 

OF 
 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 
                                                                         

ARTICLE I 
 NAME 
 

This organization shall be called Countryside Academy (the "Academy" or the "corporation"). 
 

 
ARTICLE II 

 FORM OF ACADEMY 
 

The Academy is organized as a non-profit, non-stock, directorship corporation. 
 
 

ARTICLE III 
 OFFICES 
 

Section 1. Principal Office. The principal office of the Academy shall be located in the state 
of Michigan. 
 

Section 2. Registered Office. The registered office of the Academy may be the same as the 
principal office of the Academy, but in any event must be located in the state of Michigan, and be the 
business office of the resident agent, as required by the Michigan Non-Profit Corporation Act. Changes in 
the resident agent and registered address of the Academy must be reported to the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs and to The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools (“the 
Center.”) 

 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Section 1. General Powers. The business, property and affairs of the Academy shall be 
managed by the Academy Board of Directors ("Academy Board"). The Academy Board may exercise any 
and all of the powers granted to it under the Michigan Non-Profit Corporation Act or pursuant to Part 6A 
of the Revised School Code ("Code"). The Academy Board may delegate such powers to the officers and 
committees of the Academy Board as it deems necessary, so long as such delegation is consistent with the 
Articles, these Amended Bylaws, the Contract and Applicable Law. 
 

Section 2. Method of Selection and Appointment. The Central Michigan University Board of 
Trustees (“University Board”) shall prescribe the method of appointment for members of an Academy’s 
Board. The Center Director is authorized to develop and administer an academy board selection and 
appointment process that includes an Application for Public School Academy Board Appointment and is in 
accord with these policies: 
 

a. The University Board shall appoint the initial and subsequent Academy Board by resolution, 
except as prescribed by subparagraph d. The Center Director shall recommend qualified 
individuals to the University Board.  
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b. The Academy Board, by resolution and majority vote, shall nominate its subsequent members, 
except as provided otherwise. The Academy Board shall recommend to the Center Director at 
least one nominee for each vacancy. Nominees shall submit the Application for Public School 
Academy Board Appointment for review by the Center. The Center Director may or may not 
recommend the appointment of a nominee submitted by the Academy Board. If the Center 
Director does not recommend the appointment of a nominee submitted by the Academy Board, 
he/she may select and recommend another nominee or may request the Academy Board submit 
a new nominee for consideration. 

 
c. An individual appointed to fill a vacancy created other than by the expiration of a term shall be 

appointed for the unexpired term of that vacant position. 
 

d. Under exigent conditions, and with the approval of the University Board’s chair and the 
University President, the Center Director may appoint a qualified individual to the Academy 
Board. All appointments made under this provision must be presented to the University Board 
for final determination at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The University Board reserves 
the right to review, rescind, modify, ratify, or approve any appointments made under this 
provision. 

 
Section 3. Length of Term. A Director of the Academy Board shall serve at the pleasure of 

the University Board. Terms of the initial positions of the Academy Board shall be staggered in accordance 
with The Academy Board of Directors Table of Staggered Terms and Appointments established and 
administered by the Center Director. Subsequent appointments shall be for a term of office not to exceed 
four (4) years, except as prescribed by The Academy Board of Directors Table of Staggered Terms and 
Appointments. 
 

Section 4. Number of Director Positions. The number of director positions on the Academy 
Board shall not be less than five (5) nor more than nine (9) as determined by the University Board. If the 
Academy Board fails to maintain its full membership by making appropriate and timely nominations, the 
Center Director may deem that failure an exigent condition. 
 

Section 5.  Qualifications of Academy Board Members.  To be qualified to serve on the 
Academy Board, a person shall, among other things:  (a) be a citizen of the United States; (b) be a resident 
of the State of Michigan; (c) submit all materials requested by the Center including, but not limited to, the 
Application for Public School Academy Board Appointment which must include authorization to process a 
criminal background check; and (d) annually submit a conflict of interest disclosure as prescribed by the 
Center.  

 
The members of the Academy Board shall not include (a) employees of the Academy; (b) any 

director, officer, or employee of a service provider that contracts with the Academy; (c) a Central Michigan 
University official or employee, as a representative of Central Michigan University.  
 

Section 6.  Oath of Public Office. All members of the Academy Board must take the 
constitutional oath of office and sign the Oath of Public Office before beginning their service. The Oath of 
Public Office shall be filed with the Center. 
 

Section 7. Tenure. Each Director shall hold office until the Director's replacement, death, 
resignation, removal or until the expiration of the term, whichever occurs first. 
 

Section 8. Removal and Suspension. If the University Board determines that the service in 
office of a Director of the Academy Board is no longer necessary, then the University Board may remove 
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the Academy Board member with or without cause and shall specify the date when the Academy Board 
member’s service ends. The Academy Board member may also be removed from office for cause by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the Academy’s Board. 
 

With the approval of the University Board’s chair and the University President, the Center Director 
may suspend the service of a Director of the Academy Board if, in his/her judgment, the person’s continued 
presence would constitute a risk to persons or property, or would seriously impair the operation of the 
Academy. Any suspension made under this provision must be presented to the University Board for final 
determination at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The University Board reserves the right to review, 
rescind, modify, ratify, or approve any suspensions made under this provision. 
 

Section 9.  Resignation. Any Director may resign at any time by providing written notice to 
the corporation or by communicating such intention (orally or in writing) to the Center. Notice of 
resignation will be effective upon receipt or at a subsequent time if designated in a written notice. A 
successor shall be appointed as provided in Section 2 of this Article. 
 

Section 10. Board Vacancies. A Director vacancy shall occur because of death, resignation, 
removal, failure to maintain residency in the State of Michigan, disqualification or as otherwise specified 
in the Code. Any vacancy shall be filled as provided in Section 2 of this Article. 
 
 Section 11. Compensation. A Director of the Academy Board shall serve as a volunteer 
Director. By resolution of the Academy Board, the Directors may be reimbursed for their reasonable 
expenses incident to their duties.  

 
 

ARTICLE V 
 MEETINGS 
 

Section 1. Annual and Regular Meetings. The Academy Board shall hold an annual meeting 
each year. The Academy Board must provide, by resolution, the time and place, within the State of 
Michigan, for the holding of regular monthly meetings. The Academy Board shall provide notice of the 
annual and all regular meetings as required by the Open Meetings Act. 
 

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Academy Board may be called by or at 
the request of any Director. The person or persons authorized to call special meetings of the Academy 
Board may fix the place within the State of Michigan for holding any special meeting of the Academy 
Board called by them, and, if no other place is fixed, the place of meeting shall be the principal business 
office of the corporation in the state of Michigan. The corporation shall provide notice of all special 
meetings as required by the Open Meetings Act. 
 
  Section 3. Notice; Waiver. The Academy Board must comply with the notice provisions of 
the Open Meetings Act. In addition, notice of any meeting shall be given to each Director stating the time 
and place of the meeting, delivered personally, mailed, or sent by facsimile or electronic mail to the 
Director's business address. Any Director may waive notice of any meeting by written statement, facsimile 
or electronic mail sent by the Director, signed before or after the holding of the meeting. The attendance of 
a Director at a meeting constitutes a waiver of notice of such meeting, except where a Director attends a 
meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting is not 
lawfully called or convened.  
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Section 4. Quorum. In order to legally transact business, the Academy Board shall have a 
quorum physically present at a duly called meeting of the Academy Board. A “quorum” shall be defined as 
follows: 

 # of Academy Board Positions # Required for Quorum 
   Five  (5)   Three (3) 
   Seven  (7)   Four  (4) 
   Nine  (9)   Five  (5) 
 
A Director of the Academy Board who is absent from a meeting of the Academy Board due to 

military duty may participate in the meeting virtually, and that member’s virtual presence will count 
towards quorum and allow the absent member to participate in and vote on business before the Academy 
Board. 

Section 5. Manner of Acting. The act of the majority of the Directors present at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Academy Board. No member of the Academy Board may 
vote by proxy, by way of a telephone conference or any other electronic means of communication. 
 

Section 6. Open Meetings Act. All meetings of the Academy Board shall at all times be in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act. 
 

Section 7. Presumption of Assent. A Director of the Academy Board who is present at a 
meeting of the Academy Board at which action on any corporate matter is taken shall be presumed to have 
assented to the action taken unless that Director's dissent shall be entered in the minutes of the meeting or 
unless that Director shall file a written dissent to such action with the person acting as the Secretary of the 
meeting before the adjournment thereof or shall forward such dissent by registered mail to the Secretary of 
the corporation immediately after the adjournment of the meeting. This right to dissent shall not apply to a 
Director who voted in favor of such action. 
 

 
ARTICLE VI 

 COMMITTEES 
 

Section 1. Committees. The Academy Board, by resolution, may designate one or more 
committees. Each committee is to consist of one or more Directors selected by the Academy Board. As 
provided in the resolution as initially adopted, and as thereafter supplemented or amended by further 
resolution, the committees shall have such powers as delegated by the Academy Board, except (i) filling of 
vacancies in the officers of the Academy Board or committees created pursuant to this Section; (ii) 
amending the Articles of Incorporation or Amended Bylaws; or (iii) any action the Academy Board cannot 
lawfully delegate under the Articles, Amended Bylaws or Applicable Law. All committee meetings shall 
at all times be in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. Each committee shall fix its own rules governing 
the conduct of its activities and shall make such reports to the Academy Board of its activities as the 
Academy Board may request. 
 

 
ARTICLE VII 

 OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
 

Section l. Number. The officers of the Academy Board shall be a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and such assistant Treasurers and assistant Secretaries as may be selected by the 
Academy Board. 
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Section 2. Election and Term of Office. The Academy Board shall elect the initial officers at 
its first duly noticed meeting. Thereafter, the officers of the Academy Board shall be elected annually by 
the Academy Board. If the election of officers is not held at the annual meeting, the election shall be held 
as soon thereafter as may be convenient. Each officer shall hold office while qualified or until the officer 
resigns or is removed in the manner provided in Section 3. 
 

Section 3. Removal. Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the Academy Board may 
be removed by the Academy Board whenever in its judgment the best interests of the corporation would be 
served thereby. 
 

Section 4. Vacancies. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by appointment by the Academy 
Board for the unexpired portion of the term.  
 

Section 5. President. The President of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The President of the corporation shall preside at all meetings of the Academy Board. If there is not 
a President, or if the President is absent, then the Vice-President shall preside. If the Vice-President is 
absent, then a temporary chair, chosen by the members of the Academy Board attending the meeting shall 
preside. The President shall, in general, perform all duties incident to the office of President of the Academy 
Board as may be prescribed by the Academy Board from time to time. 
 

Section 6. Vice-President. The Vice-President of the Academy Board shall be a member of 
the Academy Board. In the absence of the President or in the event of the President's death, inability or 
refusal to act, the Vice-President shall perform the duties of President, and when so acting, shall have all 
the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President. The Vice-President shall perform 
such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to the Vice-President by the President or by the 
Academy Board. 
 

Section 7. Secretary. The Secretary of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The Secretary shall: (a) keep the minutes of the Academy Board meetings in one or more books 
provided for that purpose; (b) see that all notices, including those notices required under the Open Meetings 
Act, are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Amended Bylaws or as required by law; (c) 
be custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the corporation and see that the seal of the 
corporation is affixed to all authorized documents; (d) keep a register of the post office address of each 
Director; and (e) perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and other duties assigned by the 
President or the Academy Board.  
 

Section 8.  Treasurer. The Treasurer of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The Treasurer shall:  (a) have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities 
of the corporation; (b) keep accurate books and records of corporate receipts and disbursements; (c) deposit 
all moneys and securities received by the corporation in such banks, trust companies or other depositories 
as shall be selected by the Academy Board; (d) complete all required corporate filings; (e) assure that the 
responsibilities of the fiscal agent to the corporation are properly carried out; and (f) in general perform all 
of the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned 
by the President or by the Academy Board. 

Section 9. Assistants and Acting Officers. The Assistants to the officers, if any, selected by 
the Academy Board, shall perform such duties and have such authority as shall from time to time be 
delegated or assigned to them by the Secretary or Treasurer or by the Academy Board. The Academy Board 
shall have the power to appoint any member of the Academy Board to perform the duties of an officer 
whenever, for any reason, it is impractical for such officer to act personally. Such acting officer so appointed 
shall have the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the officer to whose office the acting 
officer is so appointed except as the Academy Board may by resolution otherwise determine. 
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Section 10. Salaries. Officers of the Academy Board, as Directors of the corporation, may not 
be compensated for their services. By resolution of the Academy Board, officers may be reimbursed for 
reasonable expenses incident to their duties. 
 

Section 11. Filling More Than One Office. Subject to the statute concerning the Incompatible 
Public Offices, Act No. 566 of the Public Acts of 1978, being Sections 15.181 to 15.185 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws, any two offices of the corporation except those of President and Vice-President may be 
held by the same person, but no officer shall execute, acknowledge or verify any instrument in more than 
one capacity. 
  

 
ARTICLE VIII 

CONTRACTS, LOANS, CHECKS AND DEPOSITS; 
SPECIAL CORPORATE ACTS 

 
Section 1. Contracts. The Academy Board may authorize any officer or officers, agent or 

agents, to enter into any contract, to execute and deliver any instrument, or to acknowledge any instrument 
required by law to be acknowledged in the name of and on behalf of the corporation. Such authority may 
be general or confined to specific instances, but the appointment of any person other than an officer to 
acknowledge an instrument required by law to be acknowledged should be made by instrument in writing. 
When the Academy Board authorizes the execution of a contract or of any other instrument in the name of 
and on behalf of the corporation, without specifying the executing officers, the President or Vice-President, 
and the Secretary or Treasurer may execute the same and may affix the corporate seal thereto. No contract 
entered into, by or on behalf of the Academy Board, shall in any way bind Central Michigan University or 
impose any liability on Central Michigan University, its trustees, officers, employees or agents. 
 

Section 2. Loans. No loans shall be contracted on behalf of the Academy and no evidences 
of indebtedness shall be issued in its name unless authorized by a prior resolution of the Academy Board. 
Such authority shall be confined to specific instances. No loan, advance, overdraft or withdrawal by an 
officer or Director of the corporation, shall be made or permitted unless approved by the Academy Board. 
No loan entered into, by or on behalf of the Academy Board, shall in any way be considered a debt or 
obligation of Central Michigan University or impose any liability on Central Michigan University, its 
trustees, officers, employees or agents. 
 

Section 3. Checks, Drafts, etc. All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, 
notes or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the Academy, shall be signed by Academy 
Board members or Academy Board employees, which shall not include employees of the Academy Board’s 
Educational Service Provider, and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution 
of the Academy Board. 

 
Section 4. Deposits. All funds of the Academy shall be deposited from time to time to the 

credit of the corporation in such banks, trust companies or other depositories as the Academy Board may 
select, provided that such financial institution is eligible to be a depository of surplus funds under Section 
1221 of the Revised School Code, being Section 380.1221 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 
Section 5. Voting of Gifted, Bequested or Transferred Securities Owned by this Corporation. 

Subject always to the specific directions of the Academy Board, any shares or other securities issued by 
any other corporation and owned or controlled by this corporation may be voted at any meeting of security 
holders of such other corporation by the President of this corporation or by proxy appointed by the 
President, or in the absence of the President and the President's proxy, by the Secretary or Treasurer of this 
corporation or by proxy appointed by the Secretary or Treasurer. Such proxy or consent in respect to any 
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shares or other securities issued by any other corporation and owned by this corporation shall be executed 
in the name of this corporation by the President, the Secretary or the Treasurer of this corporation without 
necessity of any authorization by the Academy Board, affixation of corporate seal or countersignature or 
attestation by another officer. Any person or persons designated in the manner above stated as the proxy or 
proxies of this corporation shall have full right, power and authority to vote the shares or other securities 
issued by such other corporation and owned by this corporation the same as such shares or other securities 
might be voted by this corporation. This section shall in no way be interpreted to permit the corporation to 
invest any of its surplus funds in any shares or other securities issued by any other corporation. This section 
is intended to apply, however, to all gifts, bequests or other transfers of shares or other securities issued by 
any other corporation which are received by the corporation. 
 

Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons. As required by Applicable 
Law, any Director, officer or employee of the Academy, who enters into a contract with the Academy, that 
meets the definition of contract under the statute on Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities, Act 
No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall 
comply with the public disclosure requirements set forth in Section 3 of the statute.  

 The University Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according 
to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any 
individual from being employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the 
Academy Board shall be an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the 
University for any purpose. With respect to Academy Board employees, the Academy shall have the power 
and responsibility to (i) select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; 
(iii) dismiss employees; and (iv) control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the 
employee carries out his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ 
compensation insurance and unemployment insurance for its employees. The Academy Board may contract 
with an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide 
personnel to perform services or work at the Academy. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to perform services or to provide personnel 
to perform services or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational 
Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. A copy of the agreement between the Academy Board and 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company shall be included as part of Schedule 5. 
 
 The Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, Act No. 566 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants With Public Entities 
statute, Act No. 371 of the Public Acts of 1968, of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall 
ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest. Language in this Section controls 
over section 1203 of the Code. The following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest: 

 
(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 

director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy;  

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy Board 

employee; 
 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent contractor 
to the Academy; 
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(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 
governing board of another public school;  

 
(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 

employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 

(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership or 
financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 

No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-
law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 

(a) Is employed by the Academy Board; 
 
(b) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 
 

(c) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical or other 
significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company; 
and 

 

(d) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement with the 
Academy.  

  
 The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services to, the 
Academy. For purposes of this sub-section, familial relationship means a person’s mother, mother-in-law, 
father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-
law, spouse or domestic partner. 

 
 

ARTICLE IX 
 INDEMNIFICATION 
 
 To the extent permitted by Applicable Law, each person who is or was a Director, officer or 
member of a committee of the Academy and each person who serves or has served at the request of the 
Academy as a trustee, director, officer, partner, employee or agent of any other corporation, partnership, 
joint venture, trust or other enterprise, may be indemnified by the Academy. The corporation may purchase 
and maintain insurance on behalf of any such person against any liability asserted against and incurred by 
such person in any such capacity or arising out of his status as such, whether or not the corporation would 
have power to indemnify such person against such liability under the preceding sentence. The corporation 
may, to the extent authorized from time to time by the Academy Board, grant rights to indemnification to 
any employee or agent of the corporation.  

 
 

ARTICLE X 
 FISCAL YEAR 
 

The fiscal year of the corporation shall begin on the first day of July in each year. 





CONTRACT SCHEDULE 3 
 

FISCAL AGENT AGREEMENT 
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 SCHEDULE 3 
 
 FISCAL AGENT AGREEMENT 
 

This Fiscal Agent Agreement is part of the Contract issued by the Central Michigan University 
Board of Trustees ("University Board"), an authorizing body as defined by the Revised School Code, as 
amended (the "Code"), to Countryside Academy ("Academy"), a public school academy.                  
 
 Preliminary Recitals 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Code and the Contract, the University Board, as authorizing body, is 
the Fiscal Agent for the Academy, and 

 
WHEREAS, the University Board is required by law to forward any State School Aid Payments 

received from the State of Michigan (“State”) on behalf of the Academy to the Academy, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises set forth below, the parties agree to the 

following: 
 

  
ARTICLE I 

 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
 

Section 1.1. Definitions. Unless otherwise provided, or unless the context requires otherwise, 
the following terms shall have the following definitions: 
 

"Academy Account" means an account established by the Academy Board for the receipt of State 
School Aid Payments at a bank, savings and loan association, or credit union which has not been 
deemed ineligible to be a depository of surplus funds under Section 6 Act No. 105 of the Public 
Acts of 1855, being Section 21.146 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 
"Agreement" means this Fiscal Agent Agreement. 

 
"Fiscal Agent" means the University Board or an officer or employee of Central Michigan 
University as designated by the University Board. 

 
"Other Funds" means any other public or private funds which the Academy receives and for which 
the University Board voluntarily agrees to receive and transfer to the Academy. 

 
"State School Aid Payment" means any payment of money the Academy receives from the State 
School Aid Fund established pursuant to Article IX, Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 
1963 or under the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
"State" means the State of Michigan. 

 
"State Treasurer" means the office responsible for issuing funds to public school academies for 
State School Aid Payments pursuant to the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 
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ARTICLE II 
 FISCAL AGENT DUTIES 
 

Section 2.1.  Receipt of State School Aid Payments and Other Funds. The University Board is 
the Fiscal Agent for the Academy for the limited purpose of receiving State School Aid Payments. By 
separate agreement, the University Board and the Academy may also agree that the University will receive 
Other Funds for transfer to the Academy. The Fiscal Agent will receive State School Aid Payments from 
the State, as provided in Section 3.2.  
 

Section 2.2.  Transfer to Academy. Except as provided in Article X of the Terms and Conditions 
of Contract and in the Oversight, Compliance and ReportingAgreement, the Fiscal Agent shall transfer all 
State School Aid Payments and all Other Funds received on behalf of the Academy to the Academy within 
ten (10) business days of receipt or as otherwise required by the provisions of the State School Aid Act of 
1979 or applicable State Board rules. The State School Aid Payments and all Other Funds shall be 
transferred into the Academy Account designated by a resolution of the Academy Board and by a method 
of transfer acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. 
 

Section 2.3.  Limitation of Duties. The Fiscal Agent has no responsibilities or duties to verify 
the Academy's pupil membership count, as defined in the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, or to 
authorize, to approve or to determine the accuracy of the State Aid School Payments received on behalf of 
the Academy from the State Treasurer. The duties of the Fiscal Agent are limited to the receipt and transfer 
to the Academy of State School Aid Payments and Other Funds received by the Academy. The Fiscal Agent 
shall have no duty to monitor, account for or approve expenditures made by the Academy Board. 
 

Section 2.4.  Academy Board Requests for Direct Intercept of State School Aid Payments.  If 
the Academy Board (i) authorizes a direct intercept of a portion of its State School Aid Payments from the 
State to a third party account for the payment of Academy debts and liabilities; or (ii) assigns or directs that 
a portion of its State School Aid Payments be forwarded by the Fiscal Agent to a third party account for the 
payment of Academy debts and liabilities, then Academy shall submit to The Governor John Engler Center 
for Charter Schools at Central Michigan University for review and consideration: (i) a copy of the Academy 
Board's resolution authorizing the direct intercept or the assignment or direction of State School Aid 
Payments; (ii) a State School Aid Payment Agreement and Direction document that is in a form and manner 
acceptable to the Fiscal Agent; and (iii) other documents as required. The Center reserves the right to not 
acknowledge in writing any State School Aid Payment Agreement and Direction that is not in a form and 
manner acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. The State School Aid Payment and Direction document shall include 
language that the third party lender or trustee acknowledges and consents to the transfer of State School 
Aid Payments into the Academy’s dissolution account, as set forth in Article X of the Terms and Conditions. 
Any unspent funds remaining in the Academy dissolution account after payment of all wind-up and 
dissolution expenses shall be returned to the Academy.  
  

 
ARTICLE III 

 STATE DUTIES 
 

Section 3.1 Eligibility for State School Aid Payments. The State, through its Department of 
Education, has sole responsibility for determining the eligibility of the Academy to receive State School 
Aid Payments. The State, through its Department of Education, has sole responsibility for determining the 
amount of State School Aid Payments, if any, the Academy shall be entitled to receive. 
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Section 3.2. State School Aid Payment Overpayments and Penalties. The State, through its 
Department of Education, has sole responsibility for determining State School Aid Payment overpayments 
to the Academy and the method and time period for repayment by the Academy. The State, through its 
Department of Education, has sole responsibility for assessing State School Aid penalties against the 
Academy for noncompliance with the Code and the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
Section 3.3. Method of Payment. Each State School Aid Payment for the Academy will be 

made to the Fiscal Agent by the State Treasurer by issuing a warrant and delivering the warrant to the Fiscal 
Agent by electronic funds transfer into an account specified by the Fiscal Agent, or by such other means 
deemed acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. The State shall make State School Aid Payments at the times 
specified in the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 
 
  

ARTICLE IV 
 ACADEMY DUTIES 
 

Section 4.1. Compliance with State School Aid Act. In order to assure that funds are available 
for the education of pupils, the Academy shall comply with all applicable provisions of the State School 
Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
Section 4.2. Academy Account. The Academy is authorized to establish an account in the name 

of the Academy. Signatories to the Academy Account shall be current Academy Board members and/or 
Academy Board employees, which shall not include employees of the Academy Board’s Educational 
Service Provider, as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Academy Board. The 
Academy Board is authorized to approve withdrawals and transfers from any Academy Account. Any 
authorization approved by the Academy Board for automatic withdrawals or transfers from an Academy 
Account may only be terminated or amended by the Academy Board. 
 

Section 4.3.  Expenditure of Funds. The Academy may expend funds that it receives from the 
State School Aid Fund for any purpose permitted by the State School Aid Act of 1979 and may enter into 
contracts and agreements determined by the Academy as consistent with the purposes for which the funds 
were appropriated. 
 

Section 4.4.  Mid-Year Transfers. Funding for students transferring into or out of the Academy 
during the school year shall be in accordance with the State School Aid Act of 1979 or applicable State 
Board rules. 
 

Section 4.5.  Repayment of Overpayment. The Academy shall be directly responsible for 
reimbursing the State for any overpayment of State School Aid Payments or any State School Aid penalties. 
At its option, the State may reduce subsequent State School Aid Payments by the amount of the 
overpayment or penalty or seek collection of the overpayment or penalty from the Academy. 
 
  

ARTICLE  V 
 RECORDS AND REPORTS 
 

Section 5.1.  Records. The Fiscal Agent shall keep books of record and account of all 
transactions relating to the receipts, disbursements, allocations and application of the State School Aid 
Payments and Other Funds received, deposited or transferred for the benefit of the Academy, and these 
books shall be available for inspection at reasonable hours and under reasonable conditions by the Academy 
and the State. 
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Section 5.2.  Reports. Annually, the Fiscal Agent shall prepare and send to the Academy within 
thirty (30) days of September 1, a written report dated as of August 31. This report shall summarize all 
receipts, deposits and transfers made on behalf or for the benefit of the Academy during the period 
beginning on the latter of the date hereof or the date of the last such written report and ending on the date 
of the report, including without limitation, State School Aid Payments received on behalf of the Academy 
from the State Treasurer and any Other Funds which the University Board receives under this Agreement. 
 
  

ARTICLE VI 
 CONCERNING THE FISCAL AGENT 
 

Section 6.1.  Representations. The Fiscal Agent represents that it has all necessary power and 
authority to enter into this Agreement and undertake the obligations and responsibilities imposed upon it in 
this Agreement and that it will carry out all of its obligations under this Agreement. 
 

Section 6.2.  Limitation on Liability. The liability of the Fiscal Agent to transfer funds to the 
Academy shall be limited to the amount of State School Aid Payments as are from time to time delivered 
by the State and the amount of Other Funds as delivered by the source of those funds.  
 

The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable for any action taken or neglected to be taken by it in good faith 
in any exercise of reasonable care and believed by it to be within the discretion or power conferred upon it 
by this Agreement, nor shall the Fiscal Agent be responsible for the consequences of any error of judgment; 
and the Fiscal Agent shall not be answerable except for its own action, neglect or default, nor for any loss 
unless the same shall have been through its gross negligence or willful default. 
 

The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable for any deficiency in the State School Aid Payments received 
from the State Treasurer to which the Academy was properly entitled. The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable 
for any State School Aid overpayments made by the State Treasurer to the Academy for which the State 
subsequently seeks reimbursement. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 

The undersigned, on behalf of the State of Michigan, Department of Treasury, acknowledges receipt of the 
foregoing Fiscal Agent Agreement that is part of the Contract issued by the Central Michigan University 
Board of Trustees to Countryside Academy. 

BY:  _________________________________________ 
David Boyne 
Director, State Finance Division 
Bureau of State and Authority Finance 
Michigan Department of Treasury 

Date:  February 4, 2022 
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 SCHEDULE 4 
 
 OVERSIGHT, COMPLIANCE AND REPORTING AGREEMENT 
 

This Oversight, Compliance, and Reporting Agreement is part of the Contract issued by the Central 
Michigan University Board of Trustees ("University Board"), an authorizing body as defined by the Revised 
School Code, as amended (the "Code"), to Countryside Academy ("Academy"), a public school academy. 
 
 Preliminary Recitals 
 

WHEREAS, the University Board, subject to the leadership and general supervision of the State 
Board of Education over all public education, is responsible for overseeing the Academy's compliance with 
the Contract and all Applicable Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises set forth below, the parties agree to the 
following: 
 
 ARTICLE I 
 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
 

Section 1.1. Definitions. Unless otherwise provided, or unless the context requires otherwise, 
the following terms shall have the following definitions: 
 

"Agreement" means this Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement. 
 

"Oversight Responsibilities" means the University Board's oversight responsibilities set forth in 
Section 2.1 of this Agreement. 

 
"Compliance and Reporting Duties" means the Academy's duties set forth in Section 2.2 of this 
Agreement. 

 
"State School Aid Payment" means any payment of money the Academy receives from the state 
school aid fund established pursuant to Article IX, Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 
or under the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
 ARTICLE II 
 OVERSIGHT, COMPLIANCE AND REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Section 2.1. Oversight Responsibilities. The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
(“the Center”) at Central Michigan University, as it deems necessary to fulfill the University Board's 
Oversight Responsibilities, may undertake the following:  

 
a. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy Board is properly governing the Academy and 

following the Amended Bylaws set forth in the Contract. 
 

b. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s academic performance and progress toward 
achieving the educational goal and related measures set forth in Contract Schedule 7b. 

 
c. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s implementation, delivery, and support of the 

educational program and curriculum as set forth in Contract Schedules 7c and 7d, 
respectively. 
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d. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s application and enrollment procedures as set forth in 
Contract Schedule 7f. 

 
e. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s organizational and financial viability. 

 
f. Monitor and evaluate the Academy's fiscal stewardship and use of public resources. 

 
g. Monitor and evaluate the records, internal controls or operations of the Academy.  

 
h. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is staffed with qualified personnel and that 

appropriate background checks have been conducted. 
 

i. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is providing a safe learning environment. 
 

j. Request evidence that the Academy has obtained the necessary permits and certificates to 
operate as a public school from the applicable governmental agencies, including, without 
limitation, the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of 
Construction Codes and local health departments. 

 
k. Conduct comprehensive on-site reviews to assess and/or evaluate the Academy’s 

performance. 
 

l. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is demonstrating good faith in complying with the 
Contract, the Revised School Code, and all other Applicable Law.  

 
m. Request periodic reports from the Academy regarding any aspect of its operation including, 

but not limited to, information identified in Schedule 8 of the Contract. 
 

n. Initiate action pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of Contract to amend, revoke, 
reconstitute, terminate or suspend the Contract. 

 
o. Provide information and support to the Academy.  

 
Section 2.2. Compliance and Reporting Duties. The Academy agrees to fulfill the following 

Compliance and Reporting Duties: 
 

a. Adopt and properly maintain governing board policies in accordance with Applicable Law.  
 

b. Comply with the reporting and document submission requirements set forth in the Master 
Calendar of Reporting Requirements issued annually by the Center.  
 

c. Comply with any Academy-specific reporting and document submission requirements 
established by the Center. 

 
d. Comply with the insurance requirements set forth in Article XI, Section 11.2 of the Terms 

and Conditions of Contract. 
 

e. Comply with the Center’s Educational Service Provider Policies, as may be amended. 
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f. Report any litigation or formal proceedings to the Center including, but not limited to, 
litigation initiated by or against the Academy alleging violation of any Applicable Law. If 
the University is a named party, notify the general counsel for the University Board as set 
forth in Article XII, Section 12.1 of the Terms and Conditions.  

 
g. The Academy shall not occupy or use any school facility set forth in Schedule 6 of the 

Contract until such facility has received all fire, health and safety approvals required by 
Applicable Law and has been approved for occupancy by the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Construction Codes.  

 
h. Permit the Center to inspect the records, internal controls, operations or premises of the 

Academy at any reasonable time. 
 

i. Authorize the Center to perform audit and evaluation studies using Academy data 
including, but not limited to, personally identifiable information about the Academy’s 
students and staff submitted by the Academy to agencies including, but not limited to, 
Center for Educational Performance and Information (“CEPI”), Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability (“OEAA”) and the Michigan Department of Education 
(“MDE”). Pursuant to this authorization, the Center shall abide by the regulations that 
govern the use of student data within the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA - 34 CFR Part 99), the Michigan Identity Theft Protection Act of 2004, and the 
Privacy Act of 1974. 

 
j. Upon request, the Academy Board shall provide the Center with a written report, along 

with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving the educational 
goal and related measures outlined in Contract Schedule 7b.  

 
k. Upon request, provide the Center with copies or view access to data, documents or 

information submitted to MDE, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board 
of Education, CEPI or any other state or federal agency. 

 
l. If the Academy operates an online or other distance learning program, it shall submit a 

monthly report to the MDE, in the form and manner prescribed by the MDE, that reports 
the number of pupils enrolled in the online or other distance learning program, during the 
immediately preceding month. 

 
Section 2.3. Waiver of Compliance and Reporting Duties. The University Board, or the Center 

Director as its authorized designee, may modify or waive any of the Academy’s Compliance and Reporting 
Duties.  
 
 ARTICLE III 
 RECORDS AND REPORTS 
 

Section 3.1. Records. The Academy will keep complete and accurate records and reports of its 
governance and operations. These records and reports shall be available for inspection by the Center at 
reasonable hours and under reasonable conditions. 
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 ARTICLE IV 
 MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Section 4.1. Administrative Fee. The Academy agrees to pay to the University Board an 
administrative fee of 3% of the Academy’s State School Aid Payments. This fee shall be retained by the 
University Board from each State School Aid Payment received for forwarding to the Academy. This fee 
shall compensate the University Board for overseeing the Academy's compliance with the Contract and all 
Applicable Law and other related activities for which compensation is permissible. By agreement between 
the Center and the Academy, the University may charge additional fees beyond the administrative fees for 
services rendered. 
 

Section 4.2. Time of the Essence. Time shall be of the essence in the performance of obligations 
from time to time imposed upon the Academy and the University Board by this Agreement. 
 
 Section 4.3. Audit and Evaluation. The Academy: 
 

a. Hereby authorizes the Center to perform audit and evaluation studies using Academy data 
including, but not limited to, personally identifiable information about the Academy’s students 
and staff submitted by the Academy to agencies including, but not limited to, CEPI, OEAA 
and the MDE. Pursuant to this authorization, the Center shall abide by regulations that govern 
the use of student data within the FERPA, the Michigan Identity Theft Protection Act of 2004 
and the Privacy Act of 1974. 

 
b. Shall upon request, provide the Center with copies or view access to data, documents or 

information submitted to the MDE, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board 
of Education, CEPI, the Michigan DataHub or any other state or federal agency. 

 
Section 4.4. Fiscal Stress Notification from State Treasurer. If the State Treasurer notifies the 

Academy that the State Treasurer has declared the potential for Academy financial stress exists, the 
Academy shall provide a copy of the notice to the Center. Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the 
notification from the Academy, the Center Director shall notify the Academy whether the Center is 
interested in entering into a contract to perform an administrative review for the Academy. The parties shall 
consult with the Department of Treasury on the development of the contract and the contract for 
administrative review shall comply with the Code. If the Center is not interested in performing an 
administrative review or if the parties are unable to reach agreement on an administrative review, the 
Academy shall consider entering into a contract for an administrative review with an intermediate school 
district. Nothing in this Section 4.4 shall prohibit the Academy for electing to enter into a contract for an 
administrative review with an intermediate school district. Nothing in this Section 4.4 shall require the 
Academy to elect to enter or not enter into a contract for an administrative review with the Center or an 
intermediate school district.  
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DESCRIPTION OF STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 
 



DESCRIPTION OF STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, 
Section 3.6., the Academy is authorized to employ or contract for personnel according to the 
position information outlined in this schedule. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, to provide 
comprehensive educational, administrative, management or instructional services or staff to the 
Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational Service Provider Policies 
adopted by the Center. 
 
Qualifications ............................................................................................................................... 5-1 
Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems .......................................................................... 5-1 
Performance Evaluation System .................................................................................................. 5-1 
Teacher and Administrator Job Performance Criteria ................................................................. 5-1 
Reporting Structure ...................................................................................................................... 5-1 
Position Responsibilities .............................................................................................................. 5-1 

School Administrator(s) ......................................................................................................... 5-1 
Instructional Staff................................................................................................................... 5-2 
Non-Instructional Staff .......................................................................................................... 5-2 

 
 

 

 



Schedule 5-1  Countryside Academy 

Qualifications. The Academy shall comply with all Applicable Law regarding requirements affecting 
personnel employed by or assigned to the Academy including (but not limited to): qualifications, 
evaluation systems, criminal background checks and unprofessional conduct disclosures. All 
administrators or other person whose primary responsibility is administering instructional programs or 
as a chief business official shall meet the certification and continuing education requirements as 
described in MCL 380.1246. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use certificated 
teachers according to state board rule.  
 
Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems. The Academy Board shall adopt and implement 
for all teachers and school administrators a rigorous, transparent, and fair performance evaluation 
system that complies with the Code. If the Academy enters into an agreement with an Educational 
Service Provider, then the Academy Board shall ensure that the Educational Service Provider adopts a 
performance evaluation system that complies with MCL 380.1249. 
 
Performance Evaluation System. During the term of this Contract, the Academy shall not assign a 
pupil to be taught in the same subject area for 2 consecutive years by a teacher who has been rated as 
ineffective on his or her 2 most recent annual year-end evaluations per the Code. If the Academy is 
unable to comply with this provision of the Code and plans to assign a pupil to be taught in the same 
subject area for 2 consecutive years by a teacher who has been rated as ineffective on his or her 2 most 
recent annual year-end evaluations per the Code, the Academy Board shall notify the pupil's parent or 
legal guardian that the pupil has been assigned to be taught in the same subject area for a second 
consecutive year by a teacher who has been rated as ineffective on his or her 2 most recent annual year-
end evaluations. The notification shall be in writing, shall be delivered to the parent or legal guardian 
not later than July 15th immediately preceding the beginning of the school year for which the pupil is 
assigned to the teacher, and shall include an explanation of why the pupil is assigned to the teacher. 
MCL 380.1249a. 
 
Teacher and Administrator Job Performance Criteria. The Academy Board shall implement and 
maintain a method of compensation for its teachers and school administrators that includes job 
performance and job accomplishments as a significant factor in determining compensation and 
additional compensation. The assessment of job performance shall incorporate a rigorous, transparent, 
and fair evaluation system that evaluates a teacher’s or school administrator’s performance at least in 
part based upon data on student growth as measured by assessments and other objective criteria. If the 
Academy enters into an agreement with an Educational Service Provider, then the Academy Board 
shall ensure that the Educational Service Provider complies with this section. MCL 380.1250. 
 
Reporting Structure 
All positions are employed directly by the Academy Board. 
 
Position Responsibilities 
Following are the categories into which Academy staff fall. Descriptions for all positions employed by 
or assigned to the Academy are available at the Academy.  
 
School Administrator(s) 
As stated above, all administrators or other person whose primary responsibility is administering 
instructional programs or as a chief business official shall meet the certification and continuing 
education requirements as described in MCL 380.1246. In addition to the position titles identified in 
MCL 380.1246, the Michigan Department of Education (“MDE”) will deem an administrator working 
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at a district or school level to be “administering instructional programs” if the person’s position 
description or day-today duties include any or all of the following elements *:   
 

1. Responsibility for curriculum. This includes final or executive decisions which directly impact 
what should be taught to students and how it should be delivered, as well as what learning 
outcomes are expected, often following a philosophy of research, best practices, and 
continuous improvement providing equitable access to all students.  

2. Responsibility for overseeing district or school improvement plan design or implementation. 
This includes a vision and a method for execution of plans regarding incorporating student 
assessment, using student performance and school safety data to drive decision-making, the 
use of information technology to support improvement, professional development, and overall 
student achievement. 

3. Oversight of instructional policies. This includes the creation, modification, and 
recommendation of final policy regarding any aspect of how teachers implement, deliver, and 
support curriculum. Whether or not making specific financial decisions in support of these 
policies is part of the oversight role, this person still has final decision-making responsibility 
for instruction. 

4. Executive-level reporting on academic progress to a governing authority. This includes 
providing updates, documentation, data, or presentations in an official or executive capacity to 
a governing body regarding progress on student learning goals—whether or not these reports 
are tied to expenditures related to the successful delivery of the instruction. 

5. Supervision and evaluation of direct reports responsible for instruction. This includes 
providing executive leadership for employees who report to the individual, and providing 
direction to establish work priorities and decision-making. This involves evaluation of educator 
efficacy as well as general work performance of staff. 

 
(*This statement and numbered items that follow it were taken directly from the February 23, 2017, 
Memorandum issued by the MDE.) 
 
Instructional Staff 
As stated above, except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use certificated teachers 
according to state board rule. Individuals that are considered instructional staff are responsible for 
implementing the Academy’s curriculum, developing assessments and monitoring student progress. 
Instructional staff whose main responsibility is working with students with disabilities must modify 
instructional techniques in order to enhance learning for all students.  
 
Non-Instructional Staff 
The staff that fall into this category are not required to hold an administrator certificate or a teaching 
certificate. The individuals in this category support the Academy’s pursuit of its mission, vision, and 
educational goals. 



CONTRACT SCHEDULE 6 
 

PHYSICAL PLANT DESCRIPTION 
 



PHYSICAL PLANT DESCRIPTION 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article XI, 
Section 11.5, the Academy is authorized to operate at the physical facility or facilities outlined in 
this schedule. The Academy shall not occupy or use any facility until approved for occupancy by 
the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Construction Codes. 
 
Physical Plant Description ........................................................................................................... 6-1 
Financing Documents .................................................................................................................. 6-4 
 

a. Millburg Campus 
Site Plans ........................................................................................................................ 6-44 
Floor Plans ..................................................................................................................... 6-46 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy ................................................................................. 6-48 

 
b. Meadowbrook Campus 

Site Plans ........................................................................................................................ 6-49 
Floor Plans ..................................................................................................................... 6-51 
Covenant Deed ............................................................................................................... 6-59 
Office of Fire Safety Approvals ..................................................................................... 6-61 
Certificates of Use and Occupancy ................................................................................ 6-65 
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1.  Applicable Law requires that a public school academy application and contract 
must contain a description of and the address for the proposed physical plant in which the public 
school academy will be located. See MCL 380.502(3)(i) and 380.503(6)(f);  
 

2.  The address and a description of the site and physical plant (the “Site”) of 
Countryside Academy (the "Academy") is as follows: 
 

a. Millburg Campus 
 

Address:  4821 North St. 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022  
 

Description:  This single-story facility of masonry construction, formerly the Millburg 
Elementary School, was purchased by the Academy in 2003 and renovated for use 
beginning with the 2005-2006 academic year. The building includes approximately 
14,000 total square feet of space and contains nine classrooms, three restrooms, a 
media center, offices, a work room, a storage room, a janitor’s room, a reception 
area and a gymnasium/cafeteria. The Site is approximately eight acres in size and 
includes a large parking lot, adjacent wood lot, known as “The Classroom in the 
Woods,” a garden area, a chicken coop and a playground. 

 
Configuration of Grade Levels:  Kindergarten through First Grade. 
 
Term of Use:  Term of Contract. 
 
Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 
 
Local:   Benton Harbor Area Schools 
ISD:   Berrien RESA 
 

b. Meadowbrook Campus 
 
Address: 4800 Meadowbrook Rd. 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
 
Description: This Site is approximately 98 acres in size and includes woodlots, ponds, a stream, 

prairie, gardens and cropland. The main building is approximately 39,500 square 
feet with an elementary wing and a high school wing. The elementary wing was 
constructed in 1999 and measures approximately 25,000 square feet. It includes ten 
classrooms, offices, four restrooms, storage areas, mechanical rooms, a staff 
lounge, an auxiliary gym, and a large open laboratory/demonstration area/cafeteria 
known as the “wet lab.” This portion of the building also serves as the cafeteria. 
The high school wing, which was constructed in 2000, connects to the elementary 
wing and measures approximately 14,500 square feet. Included are twelve 
classrooms, science laboratory, offices, four restrooms and a mechanical room. In 
2012, the Academy expanded its facility to include a full size gymnasium. 
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The gymnasium is 12,000 square feet and is attached to the main building on the 
south side, through double doors located in the wet lab. In addition to the 
gymnasium, the Academy also added an additional 1,212 square feet that includes 
a hallway, which serves as a passageway into the full size gymnasium, two dressing 
rooms, an office and an electrical room. 
 
Included on the same site is an approximately 13,612 square foot modular building, 
which was the original school facility. This building was renovated and updated in 
2014 and now includes eight classrooms, two offices, two restrooms and two locker 
rooms. There is also a single-classroom modular that is approximately 616 square 
feet. It contains a restroom, closet and storage room. 
 
In 2004, an additional building was added to the Site. It is constructed of steel frame 
and metal and is approximately 6,000 square feet. This building is used for 
aviation/CTE instruction and houses a classroom, two restrooms, an office and 
storage and mechanical rooms. 
 
In 2019, an agricultural science barn (referred to as the Agricultural Resource 
Center, or The ARC) was added to the east of the main building. The exterior façade 
is metal vertical siding, including four feet of concrete on the east and south walls.  
The facility includes a barn, a greenhouse, two classrooms, livestock pens, livestock 
showing arena, office space, storage space, two restrooms, a kitchenette and a 
conference center. Adjacent to The ARC is the greenhouse. The greenhouse is 
approximately 1,800 square feet and is constructed of fire resistant plastic with a 
concrete floor and includes germination benches. As part of the 2019 site changes, 
the greenhouse was located to its current place, just east of The ARC. Prior to its 
relocation in 2019, the greenhouse was located near the facility that is now used for 
aviation/CTE instruction. 
 
The Site also includes two playground areas. The playground area located off of 
the main parking lot, on the North West corner, includes a play structure, basketball 
goal and four square court. The other playground area, located behind the main 
building, on the South East corner, contains a climbing structure, swings and a 40’ 
x 160’ asphalt slab with basketball goals. 

 
Configuration of Grade Levels: Second through Twelfth Grade. 
 
Term of Use:  Term of Contract. 
 
Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 
 
Local:   Benton Harbor Area Schools 
ISD:   Berrien RESA 
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3.  It is acknowledged and agreed that the information identified below, about this 
Site, is provided on the following pages, or must be provided to the satisfaction of the University 
Board or its designee, before the Academy may operate as a public school in this state. 
 

A. Narrative description of physical facility 
B. Size of building 
C. Scaled floor plan 
D. Copy of executed lease or purchase agreement 

 
4.  In addition, the Academy and the University Board hereby acknowledge and agree 

that this Contract is being issued to the Academy with the understanding that the Academy cannot 
conduct classes as a public school academy in this state until it has obtained the necessary fire, 
health and safety approvals for the above-described physical facility. These approvals must be 
provided and be acceptable to the University Board or its designee prior to the Academy operating 
as a public school. In cases of disagreement, the Academy may not begin operations without the 
consent of the University Board or its designee. 
 

5.  If the Site described above is not used as the physical facilities for the Academy, 
then Schedule 6 of this Contract between the Academy and the University Board must be amended 
pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract, to designate, describe, and agree 
upon the Academy's physical facilities. The Academy must submit to the University Board or its 
designee complete information about the new site to be actually used. This information includes 
that described in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this Schedule 6. It is acknowledged and agreed that the 
public school academy cannot conduct classes as a public school in this state until it has submitted 
all the information described above, to the satisfaction of the University Board or its designee, and 
the amendment regarding the new site has been executed. 
 

6. Any change in the configuration of grade levels at the Site requires an amendment 
to this Schedule 6 pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract set forth above. 
 
 



MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE 

WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
First State Bank of Middlebury 
111 S Main Street/P.O. Box 69 
Middlebury, IN 46540 

FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY 

THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE dated April 15, 2020, is made and executed between COUNTRYSIDE 
ACADEMY, whose address is 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022-9629 (referred to 
below as "Grantor") and First State Bank of Middlebury, whose address is 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 
140, Mishawaka, IN 46545 (referred to below as "Lender"). 

MORTGAGE. Lender and Grantor have entered into a Mortgage dated February 22, 2013 (the "Mortgage") 
which has been recorded in BERRIEN County, State of Michigan, as follows: 

RECORDED FEBRUARY 28, 2013 AS UBER 3027 PAGE 2566 RECEIPT# 151233 MTGE #2013043793 IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF DEEDS OF BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION. The Mortgage covers the following described real property located in 
BERRIEN County, State of Michigan: 

See EXHIBIT A, which is attached to this Modification and made a part of this Modification as if fully set 
forth herein. 

The Real Property or its address is commonly known as 4821 NORTH STREET, BENTON HARBOR, Ml  
49022. The Real Property tax identification number is  11-03-5020-0002-02-1 I 11-03-0013-0017-01-0 I

11-03-0013-0017-02-8.

MODIFICATION. Lender and Grantor hereby modify the Mortgage as follows: 

MATURITY DATE: THE MATURITY DATE IS HEREBY EXTENDED TO APRIL 15, 2026. 

CONTINUING VALIDITY. Except as expressly modified above, the terms of the original Mortgage shall remain 
unchanged and in full force and effect and are legally valid, binding, and enforceable in accordance with their 
respective terms. Consent by Lender to this Modification does not waive Lender's right to require strict 
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performance of the Mortgage as changed above nor obligate Lender to make any future modifications. Nothing 
in this Modification shall constitute a satisfaction of the promissory note or other credit agreement secured by 
the Mortgage (the "Note"). It is the intention of Lender to retain as liable all parties to the Mortgage and all 
parties, makers and endorsers to the Note, including accommodation parties, unless a party Is expressly 
released by Lender in writing. Any maker or endorser, including accommodation makers, shall not be released 
by virtue of this Modification. If any person who signed the original Mortgage does not sign this Modification, 
then all persons signing below acknowledge that this Modification is given conditionally, based on the 
representation to Lender that the non-signing person consents to the changes and provisions of this 
Modification or otherwise will not be released by it. This waiver applies not only to any initial extension or 
modification, but also to all such subsequent actions. 
GRANTOR ACKNOWLEDGES HAVING READ ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE 
AND GRANTOR AGREES TO ITS TERMS. THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE IS DATED APRIL 15, 2020. 

GRANTOR: 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

By: /�7} "7rd/ 
'- EDWARD NICKEL, Business Manager of COUNTRYSIDE 

',,�CADEMY 
�' 

By: . \. 

ACADEMY 
ROOKS Administrator of COUNTRYSIDE 

By: .&� /. ,;4� t-ff( �-
GEORGE MCMANUS, President of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

LENDER: 

FIRST STATE �ANK OF MIDDLEBURY 

�, Dana Trowbridge, Senior Vice President 
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This Modification of Mortgage was prepared by: DANA TROWBRIDGE, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
First State Bank of Middlebury 
4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 

CORPORATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Page 3 

,,,,,��'i111,,,,,. DANA TROWBRIDGE./�;.•'"•��(.\ Notary Publlo, State of lndlana
) SS §"2:'seALtne St.JosaphCounty 

·· �� ��

�•\ /•§CommteelonNumberNP0717688 
COUNTY OF b-:T>-n ) �,/..;oi�;1-,,,:$' My Commlaslon Explrea I 

• -- - --, 
1111,111111''� ; January-02, 2027 

On this \C' day of 
� 1'\ �- , 20 )ti , before me, the undersigned

Notary Public, personally appeared EDWARD NICKEL, Business Manager of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; SARAH 
BROOKSHIRE, Administrator of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; and GEORGE MCMANUS, President of 
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, and known to me to be authorized agents of the corporation that executed the 
Modification of Mortgage and acknowledged the Modification to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the 
corporation, by authority of Its Bylaws or by resolution of its board of directors, for the uses and purposes 
therein mentioned, and on oath stated that they are authorized to execute this Modification and in fact 
executed the Mo · cation on behalf of the corporation. 

My commission expires __ \H-Jill-"'--H]l-"1:'-\7c--,7,___ __ _ � 
DANA TROWBRIDGE 

Notary Public, State o;;:;s;;aj , County of 6tQ13 ·� /\ 
-c�

v I 

Acting In the County of �j(� \) 
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STATE OF / )L· · / 

MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE 
(Continued) 

LENDER ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

) 
) ss 

) 

Page 4 

"'''��
1�t1,,, MICHAEL LOR IS ZAPPIA

;f'o,�•"'••.<1'<% Notary Public, State of Indiana 
f � f SEAL'; 0 � Commission Number NP0726342
%* ;• .... / •t My Commission Expires 

-,,,,,,\IOIA�I>,,❖ 1,11,11111''' February 20, 2028 

On this / 6 day of /l ? • .  I 
, 20 ___ , before me, the undersigned 

Notary Public, personally appeared Dana Trowbridge and known to me to be the Senior Vice President, 
authorized agent for First State Bank of Middlebury that executed the within and foregoing instrument and 
acknowledged said instrument to be the free and voluntary act and deed of First State Bank of Middlebury, duly 
authorized by First State Bank of Middlebury through its board of directors or otherwise, for the uses and 
purposes therein mentioned, and on oath stated that he or she is authorized to execute this said instrument and 
in fact executed this said instrument on behalf of First State Bank of Middlebury. 

Notary Public, State of_=�;_:_-/ ______ , County 

My commission expires 2 ··· ,? o / c>,< )( 

LaserPro, Ver. 19.4.0.030 Copr. Finastra USA Corporation 1997, 2020. All Rights Reserved. - Ml/IN 
C:\HARLAND\CFI\LPL\G201.FC TR-101272 PR-62 
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WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
First State Bank of Middlebury 
111 S Main Street/P.O. Box 69
Middlebury, IN 46540

Lori D. Jarvis Register Of Deeds
Berrien County, Michigan 

Rec $52.00 Recorded 
Remon $4.00 FEBRUARY 28, 2013 01:13:12 PM
Tax Crt $0.00 

Liber 3027 Page 2566 - 2580

""."--..._ Rece·ipt # 151233 MTGE #2013043793 
s ">i;.it

<!
-

mmt Uber 3027 Page 2566

�/ 1111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111 111111 11111 11111 11111111111 1111111 

MORTGAGE 

FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY 

MAXIMUM LIEN. The lien of this Mortgage shall not exceed at any one time $3,905,000.00.

,\) 'QTHIS MORTGAGE dated February 22, 2013, is made and executed between COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, whose\\ 
address is 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022-9629 (referred to below as "Grantor"} 
and First State Bank of Middlebury, whose address is 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140, Mishawaka, IN
46545 {referred to below as "Lender").
GRANT OF MORTGAGE. For valuable consideration, Grantor mortgages and warrants to Lender all of
Grantor's right, title, and interest in and to the following described real property, together with all existing or
subsequently erected or affixed buildings, improvements and fixtures; all easements, rights of way, and
appurtenances; all rights to make divisions of the land that are exempt from the platting requirements of the 
Michigan Land Division Act, as it shall be amended; all water, water rights, watercourses and ditch rights
(including stock in utilities with ditch or irrigation rights); and all other rights, royalties, and profits relating to
the real property, including without limitation all minerals, oil, gas, geothermal and similar matters, (the "Real
Property") located in BERRIEN County, State of Michigan:

PARCEL I: Lot{s) 2 and 3 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat thereof recorded in Liber C of
Deeds, page(s) 128 of Berrien County Records.

PARCEL 11: The North half of Lots 4 and 5 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat thereof recorded
in Liber C of Deeds, page{s) 128 of Berrien County Records.

PARCEL Ill: The South Half of Lots 4 and 5 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat thereof recorded
in Liber C of Deeds, page{s) 128 of Berrien County Records.

PARCEL IV: Part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 13, Town 4 South, Range 18 West, described as
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follows: Beginning at the Northwest corner of Lot 3 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat thereof 
recorded in Liber C of Deeds, page(s) 128 described as follows: Beginning at the Northwest corner of Lot 
3, thence North 10 rods, thence East 10 2/3 rods to the East line of said Section 13, thence South along 
said East line 10 1 /2 rods to the North line of Village Plat, thence Northwesterly 13 % rods to the place of 
beginning. 

PARCEL V: That part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 13, Town 4 South, Range 18 West, described as 
follows: Beginning at the North corner between Lots 3 and 4 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat 
thereof recorded in Liber C of Deeds, page(s) 128, thence North 74° West 198 feet, thence North 16° 

East 185 feet to the South line of the Benton Harbor and St. Joseph Railway and Light Company, right of 
way, thence North 89°10' East along said right of way 99.1 feet, thence South 0° 30' East 65 feet, thence 
North 89°10' East 67.9 feet, thence South 74° East 20.3 feet to the Northwest corner of the school lot, 

thence South 16° West along the West side of the school lot 165 feet to the place of beginning. 

PARCEL VI: That part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 13, Town 4 South, Range 18 West, described as 
follows; Beginning at the Northwest corner of the School lot, said point being North 16° East 165 feet 

from the North corner between Lots 3 and 4 of TOWN OF MILLBURG, according to the plat thereof 
recorded in Uber C of Deeds, page(s) 128, thence South 74° East along the North line of said School Lot 
169.3 feet to the East line of said Section 13, thence North along said section line 114.5 feet to the South 
line of the Benton Harbor St. Joseph Railway and Light Company right of way, thence South 89°10' West 
along the South line of said right of way 249 feet, thence South 0°30' East 65 feet, thence North 89°10' 
East 67.9 feet, thence South 74° East 20.3 feet to the place of beginning. 

PARCEL VII: Part of Section 13, Town 4 South, Range 18 West, described as follows: Beginning at the 
East Quarter post of said Section 13, thence North along the East line of said Section 13, 544.66 feet, 
thence North 88°40' West 33 feet to the place of beginning of the land herein described, thence North 
88°40' West 315.1 feet, thence North parallel with the East line of said Section 13, 688.54 feet, thence 
South 88°40' East 348.1 feet to the said East line, thence South 25.54 feet, thence North 88° 40' West 
33 feet, thence South 663 feet to the place of beginning, 

ALSO Beginning at the East Quarter Post of said Section 13, thence North along the East line of said 
section, 544.66 feet, thence North 88°40' West 33 feet to the place of beginning of the land herein 
described, thence North 88 ° 40' West 315 .1 feet, thence South parallel with the East line of said Section 

13, 4,24 feet, thence South 89° 1 o· East 315.1 feet, thence North to the place of beginning. 

The Real Property or its address is commonly known as 4821 NORTH STREET, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022. 
The Real Property tax identification number is 11-03-5020-0002-02-1; 11-03-0013-0017-01-0; 
11-03-0013-0017-02-8.

Grantor presently assigns to Lender all of Grantor's right, title, and interest in and to all present and future 
leases of the Property and all Rents from the Property. In addition, Grantor grants to Lender a Uniform 
Commercial Code security interest in the Personal Property and Rents. 

FUTURE ADVANCES. In addition to the Note, this Mortgage secures all future advances made by Lender to 

Grantor whether or not the advances are made pursuant to a commitment. This Mortgage secures, in addition 

to the amounts specified in the Note, future advances in the amount of $3,905,000.00, together with all 

interest thereon, which future advances Lender is obligated to make so long as Grantor complies with all the 
terms and conditions of the Note or other loan agreement; however, in no event shall such future advances 

(excluding interest) exceed in the aggregate $3,905,000.00. 

THIS MORTGAGE, INCLUDING THE ASSIGNMENT OF RENTS AND THE SECURITY INTEREST IN THE RENTS 
AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, IS GIVEN TO SECURE (A) PAYMENT OF THE INDEBTEDNESS AND (B) 

PERFORMANCE OF ANY AND ALL COVENANTS AND OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE NOTE, THE RELATED 
DOCUMENTS, AND THIS MORTGAGE. THIS MORTGAGE IS GIVEN AND ACCEPTED ON THE FOLLOWING 

TERMS AND COVENANTS: 
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PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE. Except as otherwise provided in this Mortgage, Grantor shall pay to Lender 

all amounts secured by this Mortgage as they become due and shall strictly perform all of Grantor's obligations 
under this Mortgage. 

POSSESSION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPERTY. Grantor and Lender agree that Grantor's possession 

and use of the Property shall be governed by the following provisions: 

Possession and Use. Until the occurrence of an Event of Default, Grantor may ( 1) remain in possession 

and control of the Property; (2) use, operate or manage the Property; and (3) collect the Rents from the 
Property. 

Duty to Maintain. Grantor shall maintain the Property in tenantable condition and promptly perform all 

repairs, replacements, and maintenance necessary to preserve its value. 

Compliance With Environmental Laws. Grantor represents and warrants to Lender that: ( 1) During the 

period of Grantor's ownership of the Property, there has been no use, generation, manufacture, storage, 

treatment, disposal, release or threatened release of any Hazardous Substance by any person on, under, 

about or from the Property; (2) Grantor has no knowledge of, or reason to believe that there has been, 

except as previously disclosed to and acknowledged by Lender in writing, (a) any breach or violation of 

any Environmental Laws, (b) any use, generation, manufacture, storage, treatment, disposal, release or 

threatened release of any Hazardous Substance on, under, about or from the Property by any prior owners 

or occupants of the Property, or (c) any actual or threatened litigation or claims of any kind by any person 

relating to such matters; and (3) Except as previously disclosed to and acknowledged by Lender in 
writing, (a) neither Grantor nor any tenant, contractor, agent or other authorized user of the Property shall 

use, generate, manufacture, store, treat, dispose of or release any Hazardous Substance on, under, about 

or from the Property; and (b) any such activity shall be conducted in compliance with all applicable 

federal, state, and local laws, regulations and ordinances, including without limitation all Environmental 

Laws. Grantor authorizes Lender and its agents to enter upon the Property to make such inspections and 

tests, at Grantor's expense, as Lender may deem appropriate to determine compliance of the Property with 

this section of the Mortgage. Any inspections or tests made by Lender shall be for Lender's purposes only 
and shall not be construed to create any responsibility or liability on the part of Lender to Granter or to any 
other person. The representations and warranties contained herein are based on Grantor's due diligence in 

investigating the Property for Hazardous Substances. Grantor hereby ( 1) releases and waives any future 
claims against Lender for indemnity or contribution in the event Grantor becomes liable for cleanup or other 

costs under any such laws; and (2) agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Lender against any 

and all claims, losses, liabilities, damages, penalties, and expenses which Lender may directly or indirectly 
sustain or suffer resulting from a breach of this section of the Mortgage or as a consequence of any use, 

generation, manufacture, storage, disposal, release or threatened release occurring prior to Grantor's 
ownership or interest in the Property, whether or not the same was or should have been known to Granter. 

The provisions of this section of the Mortgage, including the obligation to indemnify and defend, shall 

survive the payment of the Indebtedness and the satisfaction and reconveyance of the lien of this Mortgage 
and shall not be affected by Lender's acquisition of any interest in the Property, whether by foreclosure or 

otherwise. 

Nuisance, Waste. Grantor shall not cause, conduct or permit any nuisance nor commit, permit, or suffer 

any stripping of or waste on or to the Property or any portion of the Property. Without limiting the 

generality of the foregoing, Grantor will not remove, or grant to any other party the right to remove, any 

timber, minerals (including oil and gas), coal, clay, scoria, soil, gravel or rock products without Lender's 

prior written consent. 

Removal of Improvements. Grantor shall not demolish or remove any Improvements from the Real Property 

without Lender's prior written consent. As a condition to the removal of any Improvements, Lender may 

require Grantor to make arrangements satisfactory to Lender to replace such Improvements with 

Improvements of at least equal value. 

Lender's Right to Enter. Lender and Lender's agents and representatives may enter upon the Real Property 
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at all reasonable times to {a) attend to Lender's interests, (b) inspect the Property tor purposes of 
Grantor's compliance with the terms and conditions of this Mortgage, {c) appraise the property, {d) 
investigate whether the property is a site or source of environmental contamination, or (e) remove to 
remediate any environmental contamination. Without limiting the foregoing, Lender shall have the right to 
conduct and submit to appropriate governmental agencies a "baseline environmental assessment" of the 

property within the meaning of section 20101 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, MCL section 324.20101, as it shall be amended from time to time. If, at the time of the 
appraisal, investigation, assessment, removal, or remediation, there shall have occurred and be continuing 
an Event of Default, then all costs and expenses of the appraisal, investigation, assessment, removal or 
remediation, shall be subject to the "Expenditures by Lender" section of this Mortgage. Grantor shall 
execute any consultant contract, waste manifest, notice, and other documents that Lender requests to 
enable Lender to take or conduct any action or activity contemplated by this paragraph, if Grantor is given 
a reasonable opportunity to negotiate the terms of the contract, manifest, notice, or other document. 

Compliance with Governmental Requirements. Grantor shall promptly comply with all laws, ordinances, 

and regulations, now or hereafter in effect, of all governmental authorities applicable to the use or 
occupancy of the Property, including without limitation, the Americans With Disabilities Act. Grantor may 
contest in good faith any such law, ordinance, or regulation and withhold compliance during any 
proceeding, including appropriate appeals, so long as Grantor has notified Lender in writing prior to doing 
so and so long as, in Lender's sole opinion, Lender's interests in the Property are not jeopardized. Lender 
may require Grantor to post adequate security or a surety bond, reasonably satisfactory to Lender, to 
protect Lender's interest. 

Duty to Protect. Grantor agrees neither to abandon or leave unattended the Property. Grantor shall do all 

other acts, in addition to those acts set forth above in this section, which from the character and use of the 
Property are reasonably necessary to protect and preserve the Property. 

DUE ON SALE - CONSENT BY LENDER. Lender may, at Lender's option, declare immediately due and payable 
all sums secured by this Mortgage upon the sale or transfer, without Lender's prior written consent, of all or 
any part of the Real Property, or any interest in the Real Property. Grantor's "interest" in the Real Property 
shall be considered to include, without limitation, any right to make a division of the Real Property that is 

exempt from the requirement of the Michigan Land Division Act, as it shall be amended. A "sale or transfer" 
means the conveyance of Real Property or any right, title or interest in the Real Property; whether legal, 
beneficial or equitable; whether voluntary or involuntary; whether by outright sale, deed, installment sale 
contract, land contract, contract for deed, leasehold interest with a term greater than three (3) years, 
lease-option contract, or by sale, assignment, or transfer of any beneficial interest in or to any land trust 
holding title to the Real Property, or by any other method of conveyance of an interest in the Real Property. If 
any Grantor is a corporation, partnership or limited liability company, transfer also includes any change in 
ownership of more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the voting stock, partnership interests or limited liability 
company interests, as the case may be, of such Grantor. However, this option shall not be exercised by 
Lender if such exercise is prohibited by federal law or by Michigan law. 

TAXES AND LIENS. The following provisions relating to the taxes and liens on the Property are part of this 

Mortgage: 

Payment. Grantor shall pay when due (and in all events prior to delinquency) all taxes, payroll taxes, 

special taxes, assessments, water charges and sewer service charges levied against or on account of the 
Property, and shall pay when due all claims for work done on or for services rendered or material furnished 
to the Property. Grantor shall maintain the Property free of any liens having priority over or equal to the 

interest of Lender under this Mortgage, except for those liens specifically agreed to in writing by Lender, 
and except for the lien of taxes and assessments not due as further specified in the Right to Contest 
paragraph. 

Right to Contest. Grantor may withhold payment of any tax, assessment, or claim in connection with a 
good faith dispute over the obligation to pay, so long as Lender's interest in the Property is not jeopardized. 
If a lien arises or is filed as a result of nonpayment, Grantor shall within fifteen ( 15) days after the lien 
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arises or, if a lien is filed, within fifteen ( 15) days after Grantor has notice of the filing, secure the discharge 
of the lien, or if requested by Lender, deposit with Lender cash or a sufficient corporate surety bond or 

other security satisfactory to Lender in an amount sufficient to discharge the lien plus any costs and 

reasonable attorneys' fees, or other charges that could accrue as a result of a foreclosure or sale under the 

lien. In any contest, Grantor shall defend itself and Lender and shall satisfy any adverse judgment before 
enforcement against the Property. Grantor shall name Lender as an additional obligee under any surety 

bond furnished in the contest proceedings. 

Evidence of Payment. Grantor shall upon demand furnish to Lender satisfactory evidence of payment of 

the taxes or assessments and shall authorize the appropriate governmental official to deliver to Lender at 
any time a written statement of the taxes and assessments against the Property. 

Notice of Construction. Grantor shall notify Lender at least fifteen ( 15) days before any work is 

commenced, any services are furnished, or any materials are supplied to the Property, if any mechanic's 

lien, materialmen's lien, or other lien could be asserted on account of the work, services, or materials. 

Grantor will upon request of Lender furnish to Lender advance assurances satisfactory to Lender that 

Grantor can and will pay the cost of such improvements. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE. The following provisions relating to insuring the Property are a part of this 

Mortgage: 

Maintenance of Insurance. Grantor shall procure and maintain policies of fire insurance with standard 

extended coverage endorsements on a replacement basis for the full insurable value covering all 

Improvements on the Real Property in an amount sufficient to avoid application of any coinsurance clause, 

and with a standard mortgagee clause in favor of Lender. Grantor shall also procure and maintain 
comprehensive general liability insurance in such coverage amounts as Lender may request with Lender 

being named as additional insureds in such liability insurance policies. Additionally, Grantor shall maintain 

such other insurance, including but not limited to hazard, business interruption and boiler insurance as 
Lender may require. Policies shall be written by such insurance companies and in such form as may be 
reasonably acceptable to Lender. Grantor shall deliver to Lender certificates of coverage from each insurer 

containing a stipulation that coverage will not be cancelled or diminished without a minimum of fifteen ( 1 5) 

days' prior written notice to Lender and not containing any disclaimer of the insurer's liability for failure to 

give such notice. Each insurance policy also shall include an endorsement providing that coverage in favor 
of Lender will not be impaired in any way by any act, omission or default of Grantor or any other person. 
Should the Real Property be located in an area designated by the Director of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency as a special flood hazard area, Grantor agrees to obtain and maintain Federal Flood 

Insurance, if available, within 45 days after notice is given by Lender that the Property is located in a 

special flood hazard area, for the full unpaid principal balance of the loan and any prior liens on the property 
securing the loan, up to the maximum policy limits set under the National Flood Insurance Program, or as 
otherwise required by Lender, and to maintain such insurance for the term of the loan. 

Application of Proceeds. Grantor shall promptly notify Lender of any loss or damage to the Property. 
Lender may make proof of loss it Grantor fails to do so within fifteen (15) days of the casualty. Whether or 

not Lender's security is impaired, Lender may, at Lender's election, receive and retain the proceeds of any 
insurance and apply the proceeds to the reduction of the Indebtedness, payment of any lien affecting the 

Property, or the restoration and repair of the Property. If Lender elects to apply the proceeds to restoration 

and repair, Grantor shall repair or replace the damaged or destroyed Improvements in a manner satisfactory 

to Lender. Lender shall, upon satisfactory proof of such expenditure, pay or reimburse Grantor from the 

proceeds for the reasonable cost of repair or restoration if Grantor is not in default under this Mortgage. 

Any proceeds which have not been disbursed within 180 days after their receipt and which Lender has not 

committed to the repair or restoration of the Property shall be used first to pay any amount owing to 

Lender under this Mortgage, then to pay accrued interest, and the remainder, if any, shall be applied to the 

principal balance of the Indebtedness. If Lender holds any proceeds after payment in full of the 

Indebtedness, such proceeds shall be paid to Grantor as Grantor's interests may appear. 

Grantor's Report on Insurance. Upon request of Lender, however not more than once a year, Grantor shall 
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furnish to Lender a report on each existing policy of insurance showing: ( 1) the name of the insurer; (2) 
the risks insured; (3) the amount of the policy; (4) the property insured, the then current replacement 
value of such property, and the manner of determining that value; and (5) the expiration date of the 
policy. Grantor shall, upon request of Lender, have an independent appraiser satisfactory to Lender 
determine the cash value replacement cost of the Property. 

LENDER'S EXPENDITURES. If any action or proceeding is commenced that would materially affect Lender's 
interest in the Property or if Grantor fails to comply with any provision of this Mortgage or any Related 
Documents, including but not limited to Grantor's failure to discharge or pay when due any amounts Grantor is 
required to discharge or pay under this Mortgage or any Related Documents, Lender on Grantor's behalf may 
(but shall not be obligated to) take any action that Lender deems appropriate, including but not limited to 
discharging or paying all taxes, liens, security interests, encumbrances and other claims, at any time levied or 
placed on the Property and paying all costs for insuring, maintaining and preserving the Property. All such 
expenditures incurred or paid by Lender for such purposes will then bear interest at the rate charged under the 

Note from the date incurred or paid by Lender to the date of repayment by Grantor. All such expenses will 
become a part of the Indebtedness and, at Lender's option, will (Al be payable on demand; (Bl be added to 
the balance of the Note and be apportioned among and be payable with any installment payments to become 

due during either ( 1) the term of any applicable insurance policy; or (2) the remaining term of the Note; or 
(C) be treated as a balloon payment which will be due and payable at the Note's maturity. The Mortgage also

will secure payment of these amounts. Such right shall be in addition to all other rights and remedies to which
Lender may be entitled upon Default.

WARRANTY; DEFENSE OF TITLE. The following provisions relating to ownership of the Property are a part of 
this Mortgage: 

Title. Grantor warrants that: (a) Grantor holds good and marketable title of record to the Property in fee 

simple, free and clear of all liens and encumbrances other than those set forth in the Real Property 
description or in any title insurance policy, title report, or final title opinion issued in favor of, and accepted 
by, Lender in connection with this Mortgage, and (b) Grantor has the full right, power, and authority to 
execute and deliver this Mortgage to Lender. 

Defense of Title. Subject to the exception in the paragraph above, Grantor warrants and will forever 
defend the title to the Property against the lawful claims of all persons. In the event any action or 
proceeding is commenced that questions Grantor's title or the interest of Lender under this Mortgage, 
Grantor shall defend the action at Grantor's expense. Grantor may be the nominal party in such 
proceeding, but Lender shall be entitled to participate in the proceeding and to be represented in the 
proceeding by counsel of Lender's own choice, and Grantor will deliver, or cause to be delivered, to Lender 
such instruments as Lender may request from time to time to permit such participation. 

Compliance With Laws. Grantor warrants that the Property and Grantor's use of the Property complies 
with all existing applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations of governmental authorities. 

Survival of Representations and Warranties. All representations, warranties, and agreements made by 

Grantor in this Mortgage shall survive the execution and delivery of this Mortgage, shall be continuing in 

nature, and shall remain in full force and effect until such time as Grantor's Indebtedness shall be paid in 

full. 

CONDEMNATION. The following provisions relating to condemnation proceedings are a part of this Mortgage: 

Proceedings. If any proceeding in condemnation is filed, Grantor shall promptly notify Lender in writing, 
and Grantor shall promptly take such steps as may be necessary to defend the action and obtain the 

award. Grantor may be the nominal party in such proceeding, but Lender shall be entitled to participate in 
the proceeding and to be represented in the proceeding by counsel of its own choice, and Grantor will 
deliver or cause to be delivered to Lender such instruments and documentation as may be requested by 
Lender from time to time to permit such participation. 

Application of Net Proceeds. If all or any part of the Property is condemned by eminent domain 
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proceedings or by any proceeding or purchase in lieu of condemnation, Lender may at its election require 
that all or any portion of the net proceeds of the award be applied to the Indebtedness or the repair or 
restoration of the Property. The net proceeds of the award shall mean the award after payment of all 
reasonable costs, expenses, and attorneys' fees incurred by Lender in connection with the condemnation. 

IMPOSITION OF TAXES, FEES AND CHARGES BY GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES. The following provisions 
relating to governmental taxes, fees and charges are a part of this Mortgage: 

Current Taxes, Fees and Charges. Upon request by Lender, Grantor shall execute such documents in 
addition to this Mortgage and take whatever other action is requested by Lender to perfect and continue 

Lender's lien on the Real Property. Grantor shall reimburse Lender for all taxes, as described below, 

together with all expenses incurred in recording, perfecting or continuing this Mortgage, including without 

limitation all taxes, fees, documentary stamps, and other charges for recording or registering this Mortgage. 

Taxes. The following shall constitute taxes to which this section applies: (1) a specific tax upon this type 

of Mortgage or upon all or any part of the Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage; (2) a specific tax on 

Grantor which Grantor is authorized or required to deduct from payments on the Indebtedness secured by 

this type of Mortgage; (3) a tax on this type of Mortgage chargeable against the Lender or the holder of 
the Note; and (4) a specific tax on all or any portion of the Indebtedness or on payments of principal and 

interest made by Grantor. 

Subsequent Taxes. If any tax to which this section applies is enacted subsequent to the date of this 

Mortgage, this event shall have the same effect as an Event of Default, and Lender may exercise any or all 
of its available remedies for an Event of Default as provided below unless Grantor either ( 1) pays the tax 
before it becomes delinquent, or (2) contests the tax as provided above in the Taxes and Liens section 

and deposits with Lender cash or a sufficient corporate surety bond or other security satisfactory to 

Lender. 

SECURITY AGREEMENT; FINANCING STATEMENTS. The following provisions relating to this Mortgage as a 
security agreement are a part of this Mortgage: 

Security Agreement. This instrument shall constitute a Security Agreement to the extent any of the 
Property constitutes fixtures, and Lender shall have all of the rights of a secured party under the Uniform 

Commercial Code as amended from time to time. 

Security Interest. Upon request by Lender, Grantor shall take whatever action is requested by Lender to 

perfect and continue Lender's security interest in the Personal Property. In addition to recording this 

Mortgage in the real property records, Lender may, at any time and without further authorization from 
Grantor, file executed counterparts, copies or reproductions of this Mortgage as a financing statement. 
Grantor shall reimburse Lender for all expenses incurred in perfecting or continuing this security interest. 
Upon default, Grantor shall not remove, sever or detach the Personal Property from the Property. Upon 

default, Grantor shall assemble any Personal Property not affixed to the Property in a manner and at a place 

reasonably convenient to Grantor and Lender and make it available to Lender within three (3) days after 
receipt of written demand from Lender to the extent permitted by applicable law. 

Addresses. The mailing addresses of Grantor (debtor) and Lender (secured party) from which information 
concerning the security interest granted by this Mortgage may be obtained (each as required by the 

Uniform Commercial Code) are as stated on the first page of this Mortgage. 

FURTHER ASSURANCES; ATTORNEY-IN-FACT. The following provisions relating to further assurances and 

attorney-in-fact are a part of this Mortgage: 

Further Assurances. At any time, and from time to time, upon request of Lender, Grantor will make, 

execute and deliver, or will cause to be made, executed or delivered, to Lender or to Lender's designee, and 

when requested by Lender, cause to be filed, recorded, refiled, or rerecorded, as the case may be, at such 

times and in such offices and places as Lender may deem appropriate, any and all such mortgages, deeds 

of trust, security deeds, security agreements, financing statements, continuation statements, instruments 
of further assurance, certificates, and other documents as may, in the sole opinion of Lender, be necessary 
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or desirable in order to effectuate, complete, perfect, continue, or preserve ( 1) Grantor's obligations 

under the Note, this Mortgage, and the Related Documents, and (2) the liens and security interests 
created by this Mortgage as first and prior liens on the Property, whether now owned or hereafter acquired 

by Grantor. Unless prohibited by law or Lender agrees to the contrary in writing, Grantor shall reimburse 
Lender for all costs and expenses incurred in connection with the matters referred to in this paragraph. 

Attorney-in-Fact. If Grantor fails to do any of the things referred to in the preceding paragraph, Lender may 
do so for and in the name of Grantor and at Grantor's expense. For such purposes, Grantor hereby 
irrevocably appoints Lender as Grantor's attorney-in-fact for the purpose of making, executing, delivering, 
filing, recording, and doing all other things as may be necessary or desirable, in Lender's sole opinion, to 
accomplish the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

FULL PERFORMANCE. If Grantor pays all the Indebtedness, including without limitation all future advances, 
when due, and otherwise performs all the obligations imposed upon Grantor under this Mortgage, Lender shall 
execute and deliver to Grantor a suitable satisfaction of this Mortgage and suitable statements of termination of 
any financing statement on file evidencing Lender's security interest in the Rents and the Personal Property. 
Grantor will pay, if permitted by applicable law, any reasonable termination fee as determined by Lender from 
time to time. 

EVENTS OF DEFAULT. Each of the following, at Lender's option, shall constitute an Event of Default under 
this Mortgage: 

Payment Default. Grantor fails to make any payment when due under the Indebtedness. 

Default on Other Payments. Failure of Grantor within the time required by this Mortgage to make any 
payment for taxes or insurance, or any other payment necessary to prevent filing of or to effect discharge 
of any lien. Such failure to make payment for taxes or insurance shall constitute waste at the time such 
items are due and payable. 

Other Defaults. Grantor fails to comply with or to perform any other term, obligation, covenant or 

condition contained in this Mortgage or in any of the Related Documents or to comply with or to perform 
any term, obligation, covenant or condition contained in any other agreement between Lender and Grantor. 

Default in Favor of Third Parties. Should Grantor default under any loan, extension of credit, security 
agreement, purchase or sales agreement, or any other agreement, in favor of any other creditor or person 
that may materially affect any of Grantor's property or Grantor's ability to repay the Indebtedness or 
Grantor's ability to perform Grantor's obligations under this Mortgage or any of the Related Documents. 

False Statements. Any warranty, representation or statement made or furnished to Lender by Grantor or 

on Grantor's behalf under this Mortgage or the Related Documents is false or misleading in any material 
respect, either now or at the time made or furnished or becomes false or misleading at any time thereafter. 

Defective Collateralization. This Mortgage or any of the Related Documents ceases to be in full force and 
effect (including failure of any collateral document to create a valid and perfected security interest or lien) 

at any time and for any reason. 

Insolvency. The dissolution or termination of Grantor's existence as a going business, the insolvency of 

Grantor, the appointment of a receiver for any part of Grantor's property, any assignment for the benefit of 

creditors, any type of creditor workout, or the commencement of any proceeding under any bankruptcy or 
insolvency laws by or against Grantor. 

Creditor or Forfeiture Proceedings. Commencement of foreclosure or forfeiture proceedings, whether by 
judicial proceeding, self-help, repossession or any other method, by any creditor of Grantor or by any 

governmental agency against any property securing the Indebtedness. This includes a garnishment of any 
of Grantor's accounts, including deposit accounts, with Lender. However, this Event of Default shall not 

apply if there is a good faith dispute by Grantor as to the validity or reasonableness of the claim which is 
the basis of the creditor or forfeiture proceeding and if Grantor gives Lender written notice of the creditor 

or forfeiture proceeding and deposits with Lender monies or a surety bond for the creditor or forfeiture 
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proceeding, in an amount determined by Lender, in its sole discretion, as being an adequate reserve or bond 
for the dispute. 

Breach of Other Agreement. Any breach by Grantor under the terms of any other agreement between 
Grantor and Lender that is not remedied within any grace period provided therein, including without 

limitation any agreement concerning any indebtedness or other obligation of Grantor to Lender, whether 
existing now or later. 

Events Affecting Guarantor. Any of the preceding events occurs with respect to any guarantor, endorser, 
surety, or accommodation party of any of the Indebtedness or any guarantor, endorser, surety, or 
accommodation party dies or becomes incompetent, or revokes or disputes the validity of, or liability under, 
any Guaranty of the Indebtedness. 

Adverse Change. A material adverse change occurs in Grantor's financial condition, or Lender believes the 
prospect of payment or performance of the Indebtedness is impaired. 

Insecurity. Lender in good faith believes itself insecure. 

RIGHTS AND REMEDIES ON DEFAULT. Upon the occurrence of an Event of Default and at any time thereafter, 
Lender, at Lender's option, may exercise any one or more of the following rights and remedies, in addition to 

any other rights or remedies provided by law: 

Accelerate Indebtedness. Lender shall have the right at its option without notice to Grantor to declare the 
entire Indebtedness immediately due and payable, including any prepayment penalty that Grantor would be 
required to pay. 

UCC Remedies. With respect to all or any part of the Personal Property, Lender shall have all the rights and 

remedies of a secured party under the Uniform Commercial Code. Without limiting those rights and 
remedies, Lender may, at its option, either (a) enforce its security interest in the Personal Property under 
the Uniform Commercial Code or other applicable law or (b) include the Personal Property in any judicial or 

non-judicial foreclosure of this Mortgage. 

Collect Rents. Lender shall have the right, without notice to Grantor, to take possession of the Property 
and collect the Rents, including amounts past due and unpaid, and apply the net proceeds, over and above 
Lender's costs, against the Indebtedness. In furtherance of this right, Lender may require any tenant or 
other user of the Property to make payments of rent or use fees directly to Lender. If the Rents are 
collected by Lender, then Grantor irrevocably designates Lender as Grantor's attorney-in-tact to endorse 

instruments received in payment thereof in the name of Grantor and to negotiate the same and collect the 
proceeds. Payments by tenants or other users to Lender in response to Lender's demand shall satisfy the 
obligations for which the payments are made, whether or not any proper grounds for the demand existed. 
Lender may exercise its rights under this subparagraph either in person, by agent, or through a receiver. 

Appoint Receiver. Any failure of Grantor to pay any taxes assessed against the Property or to pay any 
installment of those taxes or to pay any insurance premium upon any policy covering any property located 
upon the Property shall constitute waste and shall entitle Lender to the appointment by a court of 
competent jurisdiction of a receiver of the Property for the purpose of preventing the waste, except that no 
receiver may be appointed for any dwelling house or farm occupied by any owner of it as the owner's 
home or farm or for any store or other business property having an assessed valuation of $7,500 or less. 

Subject to the order of the court, the receiver may collect the rents and income from the Property and shall 

exercise control over the Property to the extent ordered by the court. A court may also appoint a receiver 

for the Property in any other circumstances permitted by law. Lender shall have the right to have a receiver 
appointed to take possession of all or any part of the Property, with the power to protect and preserve the 

Property, to operate the Property preceding foreclosure or sale, and to collect the Rents from the Property 

and apply the proceeds, over and above the cost of the receivership, against the Indebtedness. The 
receiver may serve without bond if permitted by law. Lender's right to the appointment of a receiver shall 

exist whether or not the apparent value of the Property exceeds the Indebtedness by a substantial amount. 
Employment by Lender shall not disqualify a person from serving as a receiver. 
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Judicial Foreclosure. Lender may obtain a judicial decree foreclosing Grantor's interest in all or any part of 
the Property. 

Nonjudicial Sale. Lender may sell, release and convey the Real Property at public sale and sign and deliver 
to the purchasers at the sale good and sufficient deeds of conveyance, paying any surplus funds, after 
payment in full of the sums then due under this Mortgage and the expenses of the sale, including attorney 
fees as provided by law, to Grantor, all in accordance with applicable law. 

Warning. This Mortgage contains a power of sale, and, upon default, may be foreclosed by advertisement. 
In foreclosure by advertisement, no hearing is involved and the only notice required is to publish notice in a 

local newspaper and to post a copy of the notice on the Property. 

Waiver. If this Mortgage is foreclosed by advertisement, Grantor hereby voluntarily and knowingly 
waives all rights under the Constitution and laws of the State of Michigan and Constitution and laws of 
the United States to all notice and a hearing in connection with the above-mentioned foreclosure by 
advertisement, except as set forth in the Michigan statute providing for foreclosure by advertisement. 

Deficiency Judgment. If permitted by applicable law, Lender may obtain a judgment for any deficiency 
remaining in the Indebtedness due to Lender after application of all amounts received from the exercise of 

the rights provided in this section. 

Tenancy at Will. If Grantor remains in possession of the Property after Lender or the purchaser at a 
foreclosure sale of the Property become lawfully entitled to possession of the Property, the Grantor shall 
become a tenant at will of Lender or the purchaser of the Property and shall, at the option of the person 
lawfully entitled to possession, either ( 1) pay a reasonable rental for the use of the Property or (2) 
vacate the Property immediately upon the demand of the person lawfully entitled to possession. 

Other Remedies. Lender shall have all other rights and remedies provided in this Mortgage or the Note or 
available at law or in equity. 

Sale of the Property. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Grantor hereby waives any and all right to 
have the Property marshalled. In exercising its rights and remedies, Lender shall be free to sell all or any 
part of the Property together or separately, in one sale or by separate sales and Grantor waives Grantor's 
rights under MCLA Section 600.3224 to have separate parcels sold separately and to have no more parcels 
than necessary sold. Lender shall be entitled to bid at any public sale on all or any portion of the Property. 

Notice of Sale. Lender shall give Grantor reasonable notice of the time and place of any public sale of the 
Personal Property or of the time after which any private sale or other intended disposition of the Personal 
Property is to be made. Reasonable notice shall mean notice given at least ten ( 10) days before the time of 
the sale or disposition. Any sale of the Personal Property may be made in conjunction with any sale of the 

Real Property. 

Election of Remedies. Election by Lender to pursue any remedy shall not exclude pursuit of any other 
remedy, and an election to make expenditures or to take action to perform an obligation of Grantor under 
this Mortgage, after Grantor's failure to perform, shall not affect Lender's right to declare a default and 
exercise its remedies. Nothing under this Mortgage or otherwise shall be construed so as to limit or restrict 

the rights and remedies available to Lender following an Event of Default, or in any way to limit or restrict 
the rights and ability of Lender to proceed directly against Grantor and/or against any other co-maker, 

guarantor, surety or endorser and/or to proceed against any other collateral directly or indirectly securing 
the Indebtedness. After the date that payment of the Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage has been 

accelerated by Lender, acceptance by Lender of any amount(s) paid by or on behalf of Grantor which is less 

than the full unpaid balance of the Indebtedness, including without limitation all accrued interest, late 

charges and other amounts due Lender under this Mortgage, shall not be deemed a waiver of default or 
acceleration, but shall be credited toward the unpaid balance of the Indebtedness, unless Lender shall 
specifically agree in writing to waive any such default or acceleration or both. 

Attorneys' Fees; Expenses. If Lender institutes any suit or action to enforce any of the terms of this 
Mortgage, Lender shall be entitled to recover its reasonable attorneys' fees. Whether or not any court 
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action is involved, and to the extent not prohibited by law, all reasonable expenses Lender incurs that in 
Lender's opinion are necessary at any time for the protection of its interest or the enforcement of its rights 
shall become a part of the Indebtedness payable on demand and shall bear interest at the Note rate from 
the date of the expenditure until repaid. Expenses covered by this paragraph include, without limitation, 

however subject to any limits under applicable law, Lender's reasonable attorneys' fees and Lender's legal 

expenses whether or not there is a lawsuit, including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenses for 
bankruptcy proceedings (including efforts to modify or vacate any automatic stay or injunction), appeals, 
and any anticipated post-judgment collection services, the cost of searching records, obtaining title reports 
(including foreclosure reports), surveyors' reports, and appraisal fees and title insurance, to the extent 
permitted by applicable law. Grantor also will pay any court costs, in addition to all other sums provided 
by law. 

NOTICES. Any notice required to be given under this Mortgage, including without limitation any notice of 

default and any notice of sale shall be given in writing, and shall be effective when actually delivered, when 
actually received by telefacsimile (unless otherwise required by law), when deposited with a nationally 

recognized overnight courier, or, if mailed, when deposited in the United States mail, as first class, certified or 
registered mail postage prepaid, directed to the addresses shown near the beginning of this Mortgage. All 
copies of notices of foreclosure from the holder of any lien which has priority over this Mortgage shall be sent 

to Lender's address, as shown near the beginning of this Mortgage. Any party may change its address for 

notices under this Mortgage by giving formal written notice to the other parties, specifying that the purpose of 
the notice is to change the party's address. For notice purposes, Grantor agrees to keep Lender informed at all 
times of Grantor's current address. Unless otherwise provided or required by law, if there is more than one 

Granter, any notice given by Lender to any Grantor is deemed to be notice given to all Grantors. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. The following miscellaneous provisions are a part of this Mortgage: 

Amendments. This Mortgage, together with any Related Documents, constitutes the entire understanding 
and agreement of the parties as to the matters set forth in this Mortgage. No alteration of or amendment 
to this Mortgage shall be effective unless given in writing and signed by the party or parties sought to be 

charged or bound by the alteration or amendment. 

Annual Reports. If the Property is used for purposes other than Grantor's residence, Grantor shall furnish 

to Lender, upon request, a certified statement of net operating income received from the Property during 
Grantor's previous fiscal year in such form and detail as Lender shall require. "Net operating income" shall 
mean all cash receipts from the Property less all cash expenditures made in connection with the operation 

of the Property. 

Caption Headings. Caption headings in this Mortgage are for convenience purposes only and are not to be 
used to interpret or define the provisions of this Mortgage. 

Governing Law. With respect to procedural matters related to the perfection and enforcement of Lender's 
rights against the Property, this Mortgage will be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and to the 
extent not preempted by federal law, the laws of the State of Michigan. In all other respects, this 
Mortgage will be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and, to the extent not preempted by federal 
law, the laws of the State of Indiana without regard to its conflicts of law provisions. However, if there 
ever is a question about whether any provision of this Mortgage is valid or enforceable, the provision that is 
questioned will be governed by whichever state or federal law would find the provision to be valid and 

enforceable. The loan transaction that is evidenced by the Note and this Mortgage has been applied for, 

considered, approved and made, and all necessary loan documents have been accepted by Lender in the 

State of Indiana. 

Choice of Venue. If there is a lawsuit, Grantor agrees upon Lender's request to submit to the jurisdiction 

of the courts of St. Joseph County, State of Indiana. 

No Waiver by Lender. Lender shall not be deemed to have waived any rights under this Mortgage unless 

such waiver is given in writing and signed by Lender. No delay or omission on the part of Lender in 
exercising any right shall operate as a waiver of such right or any other right. A waiver by Lender of a 
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provision of this Mortgage shall not prejudice or constitute a waiver of Lender's right otherwise to demand 
strict compliance with that provision or any other provision of this Mortgage. No prior waiver by Lender, 

nor any course of dealing between Lender and Grantor, shall constitute a waiver of any of Lender's rights 
or of any of Grantor's obligations as to any future transactions. Whenever the consent of Lender is 

required under this Mortgage, the granting of such consent by Lender in any instance shall not constitute 
continuing consent to subsequent instances where such consent is required and in all cases such consent 
may be granted or withheld in the sole discretion of Lender. 

Severability. If a court of competent jurisdiction finds any provision of this Mortgage to be illegal, invalid, 

or unenforceable as to any circumstance, that finding shall not make the offending provision illegal, invalid, 
or unenforceable as to any other circumstance. If feasible, the offending provision shall be considered 

modified so that it becomes legal, valid and enforceable. If the offending provision cannot be so modified, 
it shall be considered deleted from this Mortgage. Unless otherwise required by law, the illegality, 

invalidity, or unenforceability of any provision of this Mortgage shall not affect the legality, validity or 

enforceability of any other provision of this Mortgage. 

Merger. There shall be no merger of the interest or estate created by this Mortgage with any other interest 

or estate in the Property at any time held by or for the benefit of Lender in any capacity, without the 
written consent of Lender. 

Successors and Assigns. Subject to any limitations stated in this Mortgage on transfer of Grantor's 

interest, this Mortgage shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties, their successors and 
assigns. If ownership of the Property becomes vested in a person other than Grantor, Lender, without 

notice to Grantor, may deal with Grantor's successors with reference to this Mortgage and the 

Indebtedness by way of forbearance or extension without releasing Grantor from the obligations of this 
Mortgage or liability under the Indebtedness. 

Time is of the Essence. Time is of the essence in the performance of this Mortgage. 

Use of Pronouns. Any term used to designate any of the parties in this Mortgage shall be deemed to 
include the respective heirs, estate representatives, successors, and assigns of the parties, and all 

pronouns and relative words used in this Mortgage are intended to apply in the singular, plural, feminine or 
neuter forms as the context may require, to appropriately refer to the parties designated. 

Waiver of Homestead Exemption. Grantor hereby releases and waives all rights and benefits of the 
homestead exemption laws of the State of Michigan as to all Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage. 

DEFINITIONS. The following capitalized words and terms shall have the following meanings when used in this 
Mortgage. Unless specifically stated to the contrary, all references to dollar amounts shall mean amounts in 
lawful money of the United States of America. Words and terms used in the singular shall include the plural, 
and the plural shall include the singular, as the context may require. Words and terms not otherwise defined in 

this Mortgage shall have the meanings attributed to such terms in the Uniform Commercial Code: 

Borrower. The word "Borrower" means COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY and includes all co-signers and 

co-makers signing the Note and all their successors and assigns. 

Default. The word "Default" means the Default set forth in this Mortgage in the section titled "Default". 

Environmental Laws. The words "Environmental Laws" mean any and all state, federal and local statutes, 

regulations and ordinances relating to the protection of human health or the environment, including without 

limitation the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. Section 9601, et seq. ("CERCLA"), the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 

Act of 1986, Pub. L. No. 99-499 ("SARA"), the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. 
Section 1801, et seq., the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 6901, et seq., or 

other applicable state or federal laws, rules, or regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

Event of Default. The words "Event of Default" mean any of the events of default set forth in this 

Mortgage in the events of default section of this Mortgage. 
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Guaranty. The word "Guaranty" means the guaranty from guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation 
party to Lender, including without limitation a guaranty of all or part of the Note. 

Hazardous Substances. The words "Hazardous Substances" mean materials that, because of their 
quantity, concentration or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may cause or pose a present or 
potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly used, treated, stored, disposed of, 
generated, manufactured, transported or otherwise handled. The words "Hazardous Substances" are used 
in their very broadest sense and include without limitation any and all hazardous or toxic substances, 
materials or waste as defined by or listed under the Environmental Laws. The term "Hazardous 
Substances" also includes, without limitation, petroleum and petroleum by-products or any fraction thereof 
and asbestos. 

Improvements. The word "Improvements" means all existing and future improvements, buildings, 
structures, mobile homes affixed on the Real Property, facilities, additions, replacements and other 
construction on the Real Property. 

Indebtedness. The word "Indebtedness" means all principal, interest, and other amounts, costs and 
expenses payable under the Note or Related Documents, together with all renewals of, extensions of, 
modifications of, consolidations of and substitutions for the Note or Related Documents and any amounts 
expended or advanced by Lender to discharge Grantor's obligations or expenses incurred by Lender to 

enforce Grantor's obligations under this Mortgage, together with interest on such amounts as provided in 
this Mortgage. Specifically, without limitation, Indebtedness includes the future advances set forth in the 
Future Advances provision of this Mortgage, together with all interest thereon. 

Lender. The word "Lender" means First State Bank of Middlebury, its successors and assigns. 

Mortgage. The word "Mortgage" means this Mortgage between Grantor and Lender. 

Note. The word "Note" means the promissory note dated February 22, 2013, in the original principal 
amount of $3,343,000.00 from Grantor to Lender, together with all renewals of, extensions of, 
modifications of, refinancings of, consolidations of, and substitutions for the promissory note or agreement. 
The maturity date of this Mortgage is February 22, 2023. NOTICE TO GRANTOR: THE NOTE CONTAINS A 
VARIABLE INTEREST RATE. 

Personal Property. The words "Personal Property" mean all equipment, fixtures, and other articles of 
personal property now or hereafter owned by Grantor, and now or hereafter attached or affixed to the Real 
Property; together with all accessions, parts, and additions to, all replacements of, and all substitutions for, 
any of such property; and together with all proceeds (including without limitation all insurance proceeds 
and refunds of premiums) from any sale or other disposition of the Property. 

Property. The word "Property" means collectively the Real Property and the Personal Property. 

Real Property. The words "Real Property" mean the real property, interests and rights, as further described 
in this Mortgage. 

Related Documents. The words "Related Documents" mean all promissory notes, credit agreements, loan 
agreements, environmental agreements, guaranties, security agreements, mortgages, deeds of trust, 
security deeds, collateral mortgages, and all other instruments, agreements and documents, whether now 
or hereafter existing, executed in connection with the Indebtedness. 

Rents. The word "Rents" means all present and future rents, revenues, income, issues, royalties, profits, 
and other benefits derived from the Property. 
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GRANTOR COVENANTS AND AGREES TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS MORTGAGE. 

GRANTOR: 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

By: .L� � #��-
GEORGE A MCMANUS Ill, President of COUNTRYSIDE 

ACADEMY 

YSIDE ACADEMY 

By: �_:;;z/ � 
EDWARD H NICKEL, Business Manager of COUNTRYSIDE 

ACADEMY 

This Mortgage was prepared by: DANA D TROWBRIDGE, VICE PRESIDENT 

First State Bank of Middlebury 

4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140 

Mishawaka, IN 46545 

Page 14 
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CORPORATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

) ss 

) 
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On this ________ day of ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ , 20 _ __ , before me, the undersigned 
Notary Public, personally appeared GEORGE A MCMANUS Ill, President of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; LYN S 
SPERRY, Administrator of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; and EDWARD H NICKEL, Business Manager of 
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, and known to me to be authorized agents of the corporation that executed the 
Mortgage and acknowledged the Mortgage to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the corporation, by 
authority of its Bylaws or by resolution of its board of directors, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned, 
and on oath stated that they are authorized to execute this Mortgage and in fact executed the Mortgage on 
behalf of the corpora

�
n. 

\ \ \ a I \Ci � """� My commission expires ___ j+-+J--'-+-\ . .,___-'--\ ___ _ 
-,�ROWBRIDGE 

.� .r--'\ A.� �
Notary Public, State of_-------i--.�-'� �-----' County of __ J\_'J____._,::::zl-'�9:(--+-'-V\_,__ __ 

Acting in the County of_�s\-��--�-����-b _____________ _

LASER PRO Lending, Ver. 12.3.10.002 Copr. Harland Financial Solutions, Inc. 1997, 2013. All Rights 
Reserved. - Ml/IN H:\CFI\LPL\G03.FC TR-201135 PR-42 
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MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE 

WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
First State Bank of Middlebury 
111 S Main Street/P.O. Box 69 
Middlebury, IN 46540 

FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY 

THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE dated April 15, 2020, is made and executed between COUNTRYSIDE 
ACADEMY, whose address is 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022-9629 (referred to 
below as "Grantor") and First State Bank of Middlebury, whose address is 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 
140, Mishawaka, IN 46545 (referred to below as "Lender"). 

MORTGAGE. Lender and Grantor have entered into a Mortgage dated February 22, 2013 (the "Mortgage") 
which has been recorded in BERRIEN County, State of Michigan, as follows: 

RECORDED FEBRUARY 28, 2013 AS UBER 3027 PAGE 2552 RECEIPT# 151233 MTGE #2013043792 IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF DEEDS OF BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION. The Mortgage covers the following described real property located in 
BERRIEN County, State of Michigan: 

See EXHIBIT A, which is attached to this Modification and made a part of this Modification as if fully set 
forth herein. 

The Real Property or its address is commonly known as 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 
49022. The Real Property tax identification number is 11-03-0036-0013-02-01. 

MODIFICATION. Lender and Grantor hereby modify the Mortgage as follows: 

MATURITY DATE: THE MATURITY DATE IS HEREBY EXTENDED TO APRIL 15, 2026. 

CONTINUING VALIDITY. Except as expressly modified above, the terms of the original Mortgage shall remain 
unchanged and in full force and effect and are legally valid, binding, and enforceable in accordance with their 
respective terms. Consent by Lender to this Modification does not waive Lender's right to require strict 
performance of the Mortgage as changed above nor obligate Lender to make any future modifications. Nothing 
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in this Modification shall constitute a satisfaction of the promissory note or other credit agreement secured by 
the Mortgage (the "Note"). It is the intention of Lender to retain as liable all parties to the Mortgage and all 
parties, makers and endorsers to the Note, Including accommodation parties, unless a party is expressly 
released by Lender in writing. Any mal<er or endorser, including accommodation mal<ers, shall not be released 
by virtue of this Modification. If any person who signed the original Mortgage does not sign this Modification, 
then all persons signing below acknowledge that this Modification is given conditionally, based on the 
representation to Lender that the non-signing person consents to the changes and provisions of this 
Modification or otherwise will not be released by it. This waiver applies not only to any initial extension or 
modification, but also to all such subsequent actions. 
GRANTOR ACKNOWLEDGES HAVING READ ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE 
AND GRANTOR AGREES TO ITS TERMS, THIS MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE IS DATED APRIL 15, 2020. 

GRANTOR: 

of COUNTRYSIDE

LENDER: 

FIRST STATE BANK OF MIDDLEBURY

Dana Trowbridge,SeniorV President 

This Modification of Mortgage was prepared by: DANA TROWBRIDGE, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
First State Bank of Middlebury 
4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 

· I
I 
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MODIFICATION. OF MORTGAGE 
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CORPORATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

COUNTY OF 6\ �S •e,R'½,
) ss 

) 

Page 3 

On this �¾
day of .ij t,\ �- . 20 �. before me, the undersigned 

Notary Public, personally appeared EDWARD NICKEL, Business Manager ot'COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; SARAH 
BROOKSHIRE, Administrator of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; and GEORGE MCMANUS, President of 
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, and known to me to be authorized agents of the corporation that executed the
Modification of Mortgage and acknowledged the Modification to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the 
corporation, by authority of its Bylaws or by resolution of its board of directors, for the uses and purposes 
therein mentioned, and on oath stated that they are authorized to execute this Modification and in fact 
executed the ification on behalf of the corporation. 

My commission expires_\...,.�-+·hl_,_,__,_,��()\=��---� 

Notary Public, State o�\'\ • County of 5\:S:f ciba �\f\

Acting In the Coulity of 6��*1\:) 
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LENDER ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

) ss 

) 

Page 4 

On this /l -1/; day of DtL, �i {. , 20 ;IO , before me, the undersigned 
Notary Public, personally appeared Da�a 1Trowbridge and known to me to be the Senior Vice President,
authorized agent for First State Bank of Middlebury that executed the within and foregoing instrument and 
acknowledged said Instrument to be the free and voluntary act and deed of First State Bank of Middlebury, duly 
authorized by First State Bank of Middlebury through its board of directors or otherwise, for the uses and 
purposes therein mentioned, and on oath stated that he or she is authorized to execute this said instrument and 
In fact executed this said instrument on behalf of First State Bank of Middlebury. 

By );) 4"· �;(j,:/4, U) 
J

'l,li)�· My commission expires ?. ,• J ?' ,,?C,) s·
,·? 

/' l' I (,,,.,
.,. 

�;E:'JV ,- , , J 
I 

Notary Public, State of __ ��---� County of�>-�, _J_, �' �l-" _i,_,.1�.J_t_1 _ 
f 

LaserPro, Ver. 19.4.0.030 Copr. Finastra USA Corporation 1997, 2020. All Rights Reserved. - Ml/IN 
H:\CFI\LPL\G201.FC TR-101272 PR-62 
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WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
First State Bank of Middlebury 
111 S Main Street/P.O. Box 69 
Middlebury, IN 46540 

Lori D. Jarvis Register Of Deeds 
Berrien County, Michigan 

Rec $49.00 
Recorded Remon $4 00 F 

Tax crt $0.oo EBRUARY 28, 2013 01 :13:11 PM
,,.,..__ Liber 3027 Page 2552 - 2565 

,q-N·sni� Receipt# 151233 MTGE #2013043792 

/{mBl'f-\) Liber 3027 Page 2552

�
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MORTGAGE 

FOR RECORDER'S USE ONLY 

MAXIMUM LIEN. The lien of this Mortgage shall not exceed at any one time $3,905,000.00. 

THIS MORTGAGE dated February 22, 2013, is made and executed between COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, A 
MICHIGAN NON-PROFIT CORPORATION, ALSO KNOWN AS COUNTRYSIDE CHARTER SCHOOL, A MICHIGAN 
NON-PROFIT CORPORATION (referred to below as "Grantor") and First State Bank of Middlebury, whose 
address is 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140, Mishawaka, IN 46545 (referred to below as "Lender"). 

GRANT OF MORTGAGE. For valuable consideration, Grantor mortgages and warrants to Lender all of
Grantor's right, title, and interest in and to the following described real property, together with all existing or 
subsequently erected or affixed buildings, improvements and fixtures; all easements, rights of way, and 
appurtenances; all rights to make divisions of the land that are exempt from the platting requirements of the 

Michigan Land Division Act, as it shall be amended; all water, water rights, watercourses and ditch rights 
(including stock in utilities with ditch or irrigation rights); and all other rights, royalties, and profits relating to 
the real property, including without limitation all minerals, oil, gas, geothermal and similar matters, (the "Real 
Property") located in BERRIEN County, State of Michigan: 

THE EAST HALF OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 18 
� � WEST; EXCEPTING THEREFROM BEGINNING AT THE EAST QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTION; 
� � THENCE SOUTH ON EAST SECTION LINE 467.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89° 21'20" WEST 467.00 FEET; 
o o THENCE NORTH 467.00 FEET TO THE EAST WEST QUARTER LINE; THENCE SOUTH 89 ° 21'20" EAST
.. ..--
2 -.:. ON SAME, 467 .00 FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING
IA '"° 

f � The Real Property or its address is commonly known as 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR, Ml 
>,"' 49022. The Real Property tax identification number is 11-03-0036-0013-02-1. 
§N
0 .. 

u�
C: > 

.!!! .0) 
:: () 
Q) Q) 
l!J 0::: 
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Grantor presently assigns to Lender all of Grantor's right, title, and interest in and to all present and future 

leases of the Property and all Rents from the Property. In addition, Grantor grants to Lender a Uniform 
Commercial Code security interest in the Personal Property and Rents. 

FUTURE ADVANCES. In addition to the Note, this Mortgage secures all future advances made by Lender to 

Grantor whether or not the advances are made pursuant to a commitment. This Mortgage secures, in addition 
to the amounts specified in the Note, future advances in the amount of $3,905,000.00, together with all 
interest thereon, which future advances Lender is obligated to make so long as Granter complies with all the 
terms and conditions of the Note or other loan agreement; however, in no event shall such future advances 
(excluding interest) exceed in the aggregate $3,905,000.00. 

THIS MORTGAGE, INCLUDING THE ASSIGNMENT OF RENTS AND THE SECURITY INTEREST IN THE RENTS 
AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, IS GIVEN TO SECURE (A) PAYMENT OF THE INDEBTEDNESS AND (B) 
PERFORMANCE OF ANY AND ALL COVENANTS AND OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE NOTE, THE RELATED 

DOCUMENTS, AND THIS MORTGAGE. THIS MORTGAGE IS GIVEN AND ACCEPTED ON THE FOLLOWING 

TERMS AND COVENANTS: 

PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE. Except as otherwise provided in this Mortgage, Grantor shall pay to Lender 
all amounts secured by this Mortgage as they become due and shall strictly perform all of Grantor's obligations 
under this Mortgage. 

POSSESSION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PROPERTY. Granter and Lender agree that Grantor's possession 
and use of the Property shall be governed by the following provisions: 

Possession and Use. Until the occurrence of an Event of Default, Granter may ( 1) remain in possession 
and control of the Property; (2) use, operate or manage the Property; and (3) collect the Rents from the 
Property. 

Duty to Maintain. Granter shall maintain the Property in tenantable condition and promptly perform all 
repairs, replacements, and maintenance necessary to preserve its value. 

Compliance With Environmental Laws. Grantor represents and warrants to Lender that: ( 1) During the 
period of Grantor's ownership of the Property, there has been no use, generation, manufacture, storage, 
treatment, disposal, release or threatened release of any Hazardous Substance by any person on, under, 
about or from the Property; (2) Grantor has no knowledge of, or reason to believe that there has been, 
except as previously disclosed to and acknowledged by Lender in writing, (a) any breach or violation of 
any Environmental Laws, (b) any use, generation, manufacture, storage, treatment, disposal, release or 
threatened release of any Hazardous Substance on, under, about or from the Property by any prior owners 
or occupants of the Property, or (c) any actual or threatened litigation or claims of any kind by any person 
relating to such matters; and (3) Except as previously disclosed to and acknowledged by Lender in 
writing, (a) neither Grantor nor any tenant, contractor, agent or other authorized user of the Property shall 
use, generate, manufacture, store, treat, dispose of or release any Hazardous Substance on, under, about 
or from the Property; and (b) any such activity shall be conducted in compliance with all applicable 
federal, state, and local laws, regulations and ordinances, including without limitation all Environmental 

Laws. Granter authorizes Lender and its agents to enter upon the Property to make such inspections and 

tests, at Grantor's expense, as Lender may deem appropriate to determine compliance of the Property with 

this section of the Mortgage. Any inspections or tests made by Lender shall be for Lender's purposes only 
and shall not be construed to create any responsibility or liability on the part of Lender to Granter or to any 

other person. The representations and warranties contained herein are based on Grantor's due diligence in 

investigating the Property for Hazardous Substances. Granter hereby ( 1) releases and waives any future 

claims against Lender for indemnity or contribution in the event Grantor becomes liable for cleanup or other 
costs under any such laws; and (2) agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Lender against any 
and all claims, losses, liabilities, damages, penalties, and expenses which Lender may directly or indirectly 
sustain or suffer resulting from a breach of this section of the Mortgage or as a consequence of any use, 

generation, manufacture, storage, disposal, release or threatened release occurring prior to Grantor's 

ownership or interest in the Property, whether or not the same was or should have been known to Grantor. 
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The provisions of this section of the Mortgage, including the obligation to indemnify and defend, shall 
survive the payment of the Indebtedness and the satisfaction and reconveyance of the lien of this Mortgage 
and shall not be affected by Lender's acquisition of any interest in the Property, whether by foreclosure or 
otherwise. 

Nuisance, Waste. Grantor shall not cause, conduct or permit any nuisance nor commit, permit, or suffer 
any stripping of or waste on or to the Property or any portion of the Property. Without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, Grantor will not remove, or grant to any other party the right to remove, any 

timber, minerals (including oil and gas), coal, clay, scoria, soil, gravel or rock products without Lender's 
prior written consent. 

Removal of Improvements. Grantor shall not demolish or remove any Improvements from the Real Property 

without Lender's prior written consent. As a condition to the removal of any Improvements, Lender may 
require Grantor to make arrangements satisfactory to Lender to replace such Improvements with 
Improvements of at least equal value. 

Lender's Right to Enter. Lender and Lender's agents and representatives may enter upon the Real Property 
at all reasonable times to (a) attend to Lender's interests, (b) inspect the Property for purposes of 
Grantor's compliance with the terms and conditions of this Mortgage, (c) appraise the property, (d) 
investigate whether the property is a site or source of environmental contamination, or (e) remove to 
remediate any environmental contamination. Without limiting the foregoing, Lender shall have the right to 
conduct and submit to appropriate governmental agencies a "baseline environmental assessment" of the 
property within the meaning of section 20101 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, MCL section 324.20101, as it shall be amended from time to time. If, at the time of the 

appraisal, investigation, assessment, removal, or remediation, there shall have occurred and be continuing 
an Event of Default, then all costs and expenses of the appraisal, investigation, assessment, removal or 
remediation, shall be subject to the "Expenditures by Lender" section of this Mortgage. Grantor shall 
execute any consultant contract, waste manifest, notice, and other documents that Lender requests to 
enable Lender to take or conduct any action or activity contemplated by this paragraph, if Grantor is given 
a reasonable opportunity to negotiate the terms of the contract, manifest, notice, or other document. 

Compliance with Governmental Requirements. Grantor shall promptly comply with all laws, ordinances, 
and regulations, now or hereafter in effect, of all governmental authorities applicable to the use or 
occupancy of the Property, including without limitation, the Americans With Disabilities Act. Grantor may 
contest in good faith any such law, ordinance, or regulation and withhold compliance during any 
proceeding, including appropriate appeals, so long as Grantor has notified Lender in writing prior to doing 
so and so long as, in Lender's sole opinion, Lender's interests in the Property are not jeopardized. Lender 
may require Grantor to post adequate security or a surety bond, reasonably satisfactory to Lender, to 
protect Lender's interest. 

Duty to Protect. Grantor agrees neither to abandon or leave unattended the Property. Grantor shall do all 
other acts, in addition to those acts set forth above in this section, which from the character and use of the 
Property are reasonably necessary to protect and preserve the Property. 

DUE ON SALE - CONSENT BY LENDER. Lender may, at Lender's option, declare immediately due and payable 
all sums secured by this Mortgage upon the sale or transfer, without Lender's prior written consent, of all or 
any part of the Real Property, or any interest in the Real Property. Grantor's "interest" in the Real Property 
shall be considered to include, without limitation, any right to make a division of the Real Property that is 
exempt from the requirement of the Michigan Land Division Act, as it shall be amended. A "sale or transfer" 

means the conveyance of Real Property or any right, title or interest in the Real Property; whether legal, 

beneficial or equitable; whether voluntary or involuntary; whether by outright sale, deed, installment sale 
contract, land contract, contract for deed, leasehold interest with a term greater than three (3) years, 
lease-option contract, or by sale, assignment, or transfer of any beneficial interest in or to any land trust 
holding title to the Real Property, or by any other method of conveyance of an interest in the Real Property. If 

any Grantor is a corporation, partnership or limited liability company, transfer also includes any change in 
ownership of more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the voting stock, partnership interests or limited liability 
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company interests, as the case may be, of such Grantor. However, this option shall not be exercised by 
Lender if such exercise is prohibited by federal law or by Michigan law. 

TAXES AND LIENS. The following provisions relating to the taxes and liens on the Property are part of this 
Mortgage: 

Payment. Granter shall pay when due (and in all events prior to delinquency) all taxes, payroll taxes, 
special taxes, assessments, water charges and sewer service charges levied against or on account of the 
Property, and shall pay when due all claims for work done on or for services rendered or material furnished 
to the Property. Grantor shall maintain the Property free of any liens having priority over or equal to the 
interest of Lender under this Mortgage, except for those liens specifically agreed to in writing by Lender, 
and except for the lien of taxes and assessments not due as further specified in the Right to Contest 
paragraph. 

Right to Contest. Granter may withhold payment of any tax, assessment, or claim in connection with a 
good faith dispute over the obligation to pay, so long as Lender's interest in the Property is not jeopardized. 
If a lien arises or is filed as a result of nonpayment, Granter shall within fifteen ( 15) days after the lien 
arises or, if a lien is filed, within fifteen (15) days after Grantor has notice of the filing, secure the discharge 
of the lien, or if requested by Lender, deposit with Lender cash or a sufficient corporate surety bond or 
other security satisfactory to Lender in an amount sufficient to discharge the lien plus any costs and 
reasonable attorneys' fees, or other charges that could accrue as a result of a foreclosure or sale under the 
lien. In any contest, Grantor shall defend itself and Lender and shall satisfy any adverse judgment before 
enforcement against the Property. Granter shall name Lender as an additional obligee under any surety 

bond furnished in the contest proceedings. 

Evidence of Payment. Grantor shall upon demand furnish to Lender satisfactory evidence of payment of 
the taxes or assessments and shall authorize the appropriate governmental official to deliver to Lender at 
any time a written statement of the taxes and assessments against the Property. 

Notice of Construction. Grantor shall notify Lender at least fifteen ( 15) days before any work is 
commenced, any services are furnished, or any materials are supplied to the Property, if any mechanic's 
lien, materialmen's lien, or other lien could be asserted on account of the work, services, or materials. 

Grantor will upon request of Lender furnish to Lender advance assurances satisfactory to Lender that 
Granter can and will pay the cost of such improvements. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE. The following provisions relating to insuring the Property are a part of this 
Mortgage: 

Maintenance of Insurance. Grantor shall procure and maintain policies of fire insurance with standard 
extended coverage endorsements on a replacement basis for the full insurable value covering all 
Improvements on the Real Property in an amount sufficient to avoid application of any coinsurance clause, 
and with a standard mortgagee clause in favor of Lender. Grantor shall also procure and maintain 
comprehensive general liability insurance in such coverage amounts as Lender may request with Lender 
being named as additional insureds in such liability insurance policies. Additionally, Grantor shall maintain 
such other insurance, including but not limited to hazard, business interruption and boiler insurance as 
Lender may require. Policies shall be written by such insurance companies and in such form as may be 
reasonably acceptable to Lender. Grantor shall deliver to Lender certificates of coverage from each insurer 

containing a stipulation that coverage will not be cancelled or diminished without a minimum of fifteen ( 15) 
days' prior written notice to Lender and not containing any disclaimer of the insurer's liability for failure to 

give such notice. Each insurance policy also shall include an endorsement providing that coverage in favor 
of Lender will not be impaired in any way by any act, omission or default of Grantor or any other person. 
Should the Real Property be located in an area designated by the Director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency as a special flood hazard area, Grantor agrees to obtain and maintain Federal Flood 
Insurance, if available, within 45 days after notice is given by Lender that the Property is located in a 
special flood hazard area, for the full unpaid principal balance of the loan and any prior liens on the property 
securing the loan, up to the maximum policy limits set under the National Flood Insurance Program, or as 
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Application of Proceeds. Grantor shall promptly notify Lender of any loss or damage to the Property. 
Lender may make proof of loss if Grantor fails to do so within fifteen (15) days of the casualty. Whether or 
not Lender's security is impaired, Lender may, at Lender's election, receive and retain the proceeds of any 
insurance and apply the proceeds to the reduction of the Indebtedness, payment of any lien affecting the 
Property, or the restoration and repair of the Property. If Lender elects to apply the proceeds to restoration 

and repair, Grantor shall repair or replace the damaged or destroyed Improvements in a manner satisfactory 
to Lender. Lender shall, upon satisfactory proof of such expenditure, pay or reimburse Grantor from the 
proceeds for the reasonable cost of repair or restoration if Grantor is not in default under this Mortgage. 
Any proceeds which have not been disbursed within 180 days after their receipt and which Lender has not 

committed to the repair or restoration of the Property shall be used first to pay any amount owing to 

Lender under this Mortgage, then to pay accrued interest, and the remainder, if any, shall be applied to the 
principal balance of the Indebtedness. If Lender holds any proceeds after payment in full of the 
Indebtedness, such proceeds shall be paid to Grantor as Grantor's interests may appear. 

Grantor's Report on Insurance. Upon request of Lender, however not more than once a year, Grantor shall 
furnish to Lender a report on each existing policy of insurance showing: ( 1) the name of the insurer; (2) 
the risks insured; (3) the amount of the policy; (4) the property insured, the then current replacement 
value of such property, and the manner of determining that value; and (5) the expiration date of the 
policy. Grantor shall, upon request of Lender, have an independent appraiser satisfactory to Lender 
determine the cash value replacement cost of the Property. 

LENDER'S EXPENDITURES. If any action or proceeding is commenced that would materially affect Lender's 
interest in the Property or if Grantor fails to comply with any provision of this Mortgage or any Related 
Documents, including but not limited to Grantor's failure to discharge or pay when due any amounts Grantor is 
required to discharge or pay under this Mortgage or any Related Documents, Lender on Grantor's behalf may 
(but shall not be obligated to) take any action that Lender deems appropriate, including but not limited to 
discharging or paying all taxes, liens, security interests, encumbrances and other claims, at any time levied or 
placed on the Property and paying all costs for insuring, maintaining and preserving the Property. All such 
expenditures incurred or paid by Lender for such purposes will then bear interest at the rate charged under the 
Note from the date incurred or paid by Lender to the date of repayment by Grantor. All such expenses will 
become a part of the Indebtedness and, at Lender's option, will (A) be payable on demand; (B) be added to 
the balance of the Note and be apportioned among and be payable with any installment payments to become 
due during either ( 1) the term of any applicable insurance policy; or (2) the remaining term of the Note; or 
(C) be treated as a balloon payment which will be due and payable at the Note's maturity. The Mortgage also
will secure payment of these amounts. Such right shall be in addition to all other rights and remedies to which
Lender may be entitled upon Default.

WARRANTY: DEFENSE OF TITLE. The following provisions relating to ownership of the Property are a part of 
this Mortgage: 

Title. Grantor warrants that: (a) Grantor holds good and marketable title of record to the Property in fee 
simple, free and clear of all liens and encumbrances other than those set forth in the Real Property 
description or in any title insurance policy, title report, or final title opinion issued in favor of, and accepted 
by, Lender in connection with this Mortgage, and (b) Grantor has the full right, power, and authority to 
execute and deliver this Mortgage to Lender. 

Defense of Title. Subject to the exception in the paragraph above, Grantor warrants and will forever 

defend the title to the Property against the lawful claims of all persons. In the event any action or 
proceeding is commenced that questions Grantor's title or the interest of Lender under this Mortgage, 

Grantor shall defend the action at Grantor's expense. Grantor may be the nominal party in such 

proceeding, but Lender shall be entitled to participate in the proceeding and to be represented in the 

proceeding by counsel of Lender's own choice, and Grantor will deliver, or cause to be delivered, to Lender 
such instruments as Lender may request from time to time to permit such participation. 
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Compliance With Laws. Grantor warrants that the Property and Grantor's use of the Property complies 

with all existing applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations of governmental authorities. 

Survival of Representations and Warranties. All representations, warranties, and agreements made by 

Grantor in this Mortgage shall survive the execution and delivery of this Mortgage, shall be continuing in 
nature, and shall remain in full force and effect until such time as Grantor's Indebtedness shall be paid in 

full. 

CONDEMNATION. The following provisions relating to condemnation proceedings are a part of this Mortgage: 

Proceedings. If any proceeding in condemnation is filed, Grantor shall promptly notify Lender in writing, 

and Grantor shall promptly take such steps as may be necessary to defend the action and obtain the 

award. Grantor may be the nominal party in such proceeding, but Lender shall be entitled to participate in 

the proceeding and to be represented in the proceeding by counsel of its own choice, and Grantor will 

deliver or cause to be delivered to Lender such instruments and documentation as may be requested by 
Lender from time to time to permit such participation. 

Application of Net Proceeds. If all or any part of the Property is condemned by eminent domain 

proceedings or by any proceeding or purchase in lieu of condemnation, Lender may at its election require 

that all or any portion of the net proceeds of the award be applied to the Indebtedness or the repair or 

restoration of the Property. The net proceeds of the award shall mean the award after payment of all 

reasonable costs, expenses, and attorneys' fees incurred by Lender in connection with the condemnation. 

IMPOSITION OF TAXES, FEES AND CHARGES BY GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES. The following provisions 

relating to governmental taxes, fees and charges are a part of this Mortgage: 

Current Taxes, Fees and Charges. Upon request by Lender, Grantor shall execute such documents in 

addition to this Mortgage and take whatever other action is requested by Lender to perfect and continue 

Lender's lien on the Real Property. Grantor shall reimburse Lender for all taxes, as described below, 

together with all expenses incurred in recording, perfecting or continuing this Mortgage, including without 

limitation all taxes, fees, documentary stamps, and other charges for recording or registering this Mortgage. 

Taxes. The following shall constitute taxes to which this section applies: ( 1) a specific tax upon this type 

of Mortgage or upon all or any part of the Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage; (2) a specific tax on 

Grantor which Grantor is authorized or required to deduct from payments on the Indebtedness secured by 

this type of Mortgage; (3) a tax on this type of Mortgage chargeable against the Lender or the holder of 
the Note; and (4) a specific tax on all or any portion of the Indebtedness or on payments of principal and 
interest made by Grantor. 

Subsequent Taxes. If any tax to which this section applies is enacted subsequent to the date of this 

Mortgage, this event shall have the same effect as an Event of Default, and Lender may exercise any or all 

of its available remedies for an Event of Default as provided below unless Grantor either ( 1) pays the tax 
before it becomes delinquent, or (2) contests the tax as provided above in the Taxes and Liens section 

and deposits with Lender cash or a sufficient corporate surety bond or other security satisfactory to 

Lender. 

SECURITY AGREEMENT; FINANCING STATEMENTS. The following provisions relating to this Mortgage as a 

security agreement are a part of this Mortgage: 

Security Agreement. This instrument shall constitute a Security Agreement to the extent any of the 

Property constitutes fixtures, and Lender shall have all of the rights of a secured party under the Uniform 

Commercial Code as amended from time to time. 

Security Interest. Upon request by Lender, Grantor shall take whatever action is requested by Lender to 

perfect and continue Lender's security interest in the Personal Property. In addition to recording this 

Mortgage in the real property records, Lender may, at any time and without further authorization from 

Grantor, file executed counterparts, copies or reproductions of this Mortgage as a financing statement. 

Grantor shall reimburse Lender for all expenses incurred in perfecting or continuing this security interest. 

Schedule 6-32 Countryside Academy



Loan No: 201135 

MORTGAGE 

(Continued) Page 7 

Upon default, Grantor shall not remove, sever or detach the Personal Property from the Property. Upon 
default, Grantor shall assemble any Personal Property not affixed to the Property in a manner and at a place 

reasonably convenient to Grantor and Lender and make it available to Lender within three (3) days after 

receipt of written demand from Lender to the extent permitted by applicable law. 

Addresses. The mailing addresses of Grantor (debtor) and Lender (secured party) from which information 
concerning the security interest granted by this Mortgage may be obtained (each as required by the 

Uniform Commercial Code) are as stated on the first page of this Mortgage. 

FURTHER ASSURANCES; ATTORNEY-IN-FACT. The following provisions relating to further assurances and 

attorney-in-fact are a part of this Mortgage: 

Further Assurances. At any time, and from time to time, upon request of Lender, Grantor will make, 
execute and deliver, or will cause to be made, executed or delivered, to Lender or to Lender's designee, and 

when requested by Lender, cause to be filed, recorded, refiled, or rerecorded, as the case may be, at such 
times and in such offices and places as Lender may deem appropriate, any and all such mortgages, deeds 
of trust, security deeds, security agreements, financing statements, continuation statements, instruments 
of further assurance, certificates, and other documents as may, in the sole opinion of Lender, be necessary 

or desirable in order to effectuate, complete, perfect, continue, or preserve (1) Grantor's obligations 

under the Note, this Mortgage, and the Related Documents, and (2) the liens and security interests 

created by this Mortgage as first and prior liens on the Property, whether now owned or hereafter acquired 
by Grantor. Unless prohibited by law or Lender agrees to the contrary in writing, Grantor shall reimburse 

Lender tor all costs and expenses incurred in connection with the matters referred to in this paragraph. 

Attorney-in-Fact. If Grantor fails to do any of the things referred to in the preceding paragraph, Lender may 

do so for and in the name of Grantor and at Grantor's expense. For such purposes, Grantor hereby 

irrevocably appoints Lender as Grantor's attorney-in-fact tor the purpose of making, executing, delivering, 
filing, recording, and doing all other things as may be necessary or desirable, in Lender's sole opinion, to 

accomplish the matters referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

FULL PERFORMANCE. If Grantor pays all the Indebtedness, including without limitation all future advances, 
when due, and otherwise performs all the obligations imposed upon Grantor under this Mortgage, Lender shall 

execute and deliver to Grantor a suitable satisfaction of this Mortgage and suitable statements of termination of 

any financing statement on file evidencing Lender's security interest in the Rents and the Personal Property. 
Grantor will pay, if permitted by applicable law, any reasonable termination fee as determined by Lender from 

time to time. 

EVENTS OF DEFAULT. Each of the following, at Lender's option, shall constitute an Event of Default under 

this Mortgage: 

Payment Default. Grantor fails to make any payment when due under the Indebtedness. 

Default on Other Payments. Failure of Grantor within the time required by this Mortgage to make any 
payment for taxes or insurance, or any other payment necessary to prevent filing of or to effect discharge 
of any lien. Such failure to make payment for taxes or insurance shall constitute waste at the time such 

items are due and payable. 

Other Defaults. Grantor fails to comply with or to perform any other term, obligation, covenant or 

condition contained in this Mortgage or in any of the Related Documents or to comply with or to perform 

any term, obligation, covenant or condition contained in any other agreement between Lender and Grantor. 

Default in Favor of Third Parties. Should Grantor default under any loan, extension of credit, security 

agreement, purchase or sales agreement, or any other agreement, in favor of any other creditor or person 

that may materially affect any of Grantor's property or Grantor's ability to repay the Indebtedness or 

Grantor's ability to perform Grantor's obligations under this Mortgage or any of the Related Documents. 

False Statements. Any warranty, representation or statement made or furnished to Lender by Grantor or 

on Grantor's behalf under this Mortgage or the Related Documents is false or misleading in any material 
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respect, either now or at the time made or furnished or becomes false or misleading at any time thereafter. 

Defective Collateralization. This Mortgage or any of the Related Documents ceases to be in full force and 
effect (including failure of any collateral document to create a valid and perfected security interest or lien) 
at any time and for any reason. 

Insolvency. The dissolution or termination of Grantor's existence as a going business, the insolvency of 
Grantor, the appointment of a receiver for any part of Grantor's property, any assignment for the benefit of 
creditors, any type of creditor workout, or the commencement of any proceeding under any bankruptcy or 
insolvency laws by or against Grantor. 

Creditor or Forfeiture Proceedings. Commencement of foreclosure or forfeiture proceedings, whether by 
judicial proceeding, self-help, repossession or any other method, by any creditor of Grantor or by any 
governmental agency against any property securing the Indebtedness. This includes a garnishment of any 
of Grantor's accounts, including deposit accounts, with Lender. However, this Event of Default shall not 
apply if there is a good faith dispute by Grantor as to the validity or reasonableness of the claim which is 

the basis of the creditor or forfeiture proceeding and if Grantor gives Lender written notice of the creditor 
or forfeiture proceeding and deposits with Lender monies or a surety bond for the creditor or forfeiture 
proceeding, in an amount determined by Lender, in its sole discretion, as being an adequate reserve or bond 
for the dispute. 

Breach of Other Agreement. Any breach by Grantor under the terms of any other agreement between 
Grantor and Lender that is not remedied within any grace period provided therein, including without 
limitation any agreement concerning any indebtedness or other obligation of Grantor to Lender, whether 
existing now or later. 

Events Affecting Guarantor. Any of the preceding events occurs with respect to any guarantor, endorser, 
surety, or accommodation party of any of the Indebtedness or any guarantor, endorser, surety, or 
accommodation party dies or becomes incompetent, or revokes or disputes the validity of, or liability under, 
any Guaranty of the Indebtedness. 

Adverse Change. A material adverse change occurs in Grantor's financial condition, or Lender believes the 

prospect of payment or performance of the Indebtedness is impaired. 

Insecurity. Lender in good faith believes itself insecure. 

RIGHTS AND REMEDIES ON DEFAULT. Upon the occurrence of an Event of Default and at any time thereafter, 
Lender, at Lender's option, may exercise any one or more of the following rights and remedies, in addition to 
any other rights or remedies provided by law: 

Accelerate Indebtedness. Lender shall have the right at its option without notice to Grantor to declare the 
entire Indebtedness immediately due and payable, including any prepayment penalty that Grantor would be 
required to pay. 

UCC Remedies. With respect to all or any part of the Personal Property, Lender shall have all the rights and 
remedies of a secured party under the Uniform Commercial Code. Without limiting those rights and 

remedies, Lender may, at its option, either (a) enforce its security interest in the Personal Property under 

the Uniform Commercial Code or other applicable law or (b) include the Personal Property in any judicial or 

non-judicial foreclosure of this Mortgage. 

Collect Rents. Lender shall have the right, without notice to Grantor, to take possession of the Property 
and collect the Rents, including amounts past due and unpaid, and apply the net proceeds, over and above 
Lender's costs, against the Indebtedness. In furtherance of this right, Lender may require any tenant or 
other user of the Property to make payments of rent or use fees directly to Lender. If the Rents are 
collected by Lender, then Grantor irrevocably designates Lender as Grantor's attorney-in-fact to endorse 
instruments received in payment thereof in the name of Grantor and to negotiate the same and collect the 

proceeds. Payments by tenants or other users to Lender in response to Lender's demand shall satisfy the 
obligations for which the payments are made, whether or not any proper grounds for the demand existed. 
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Lender may exercise its rights under this subparagraph either in person, by agent, or through a receiver. 

Appoint Receiver. Any failure of Grantor to pay any taxes assessed against the Property or to pay any 
installment of those taxes or to pay any insurance premium upon any policy covering any property located 

upon the Property shall constitute waste and shall entitle Lender to the appointment by a court of 
competent jurisdiction of a receiver of the Property for the purpose of preventing the waste, except that no 
receiver may be appointed for any dwelling house or farm occupied by any owner of it as the owner's 
home or farm or for any store or other business property having an assessed valuation of $7,500 or less. 
Subject to the order of the court, the receiver may collect the rents and income from the Property and shall 

exercise control over the Property to the extent ordered by the court. A court may also appoint a receiver 
for the Property in any other circumstances permitted by law. Lender shall have the right to have a receiver 
appointed to take possession of all or any part of the Property, with the power to protect and preserve the 

Property, to operate the Property preceding foreclosure or sale, and to collect the Rents from the Property 
and apply the proceeds, over and above the cost of the receivership, against the Indebtedness. The 
receiver may serve without bond if permitted by law. Lender's right to the appointment of a receiver shall 
exist whether or not the apparent value of the Property exceeds the Indebtedness by a substantial amount. 
Employment by Lender shall not disqualify a person from serving as a receiver. 

Judicial Foreclosure. Lender may obtain a judicial decree foreclosing Grantor's interest in all or any part of 
the Property. 

Nonjudicial Sale. Lender may sell, release and convey the Real Property at public sale and sign and deliver 
to the purchasers at the sale good and sufficient deeds of conveyance, paying any surplus funds, after 
payment in full of the sums then due under this Mortgage and the expenses of the sale, including attorney 
fees as provided by law, to Grantor, all in accordance with applicable law. 

Warning. This Mortgage contains a power of sale, and, upon default, may be foreclosed by advertisement. 
In foreclosure by advertisement, no hearing is involved and the only notice required is to publish notice in a 

local newspaper and to post a copy of the notice on the Property. 

Waiver. If this Mortgage is foreclosed by advertisement, Grantor hereby voluntarily and knowingly 
waives all rights under the Constitution and laws of the State of Michigan and Constitution and laws of 
the United States to all notice and a hearing in connection with the above-mentioned foreclosure by 
advertisement, except as set forth in the Michigan statute providing for foreclosure by advertisement. 

Deficiency Judgment. If permitted by applicable law, Lender may obtain a judgment for any deficiency 
remaining in the Indebtedness due to Lender after application of all amounts received from the exercise of 

the rights provided in this section. 

Tenancy at Will. If Grantor remains in possession of the Property after Lender or the purchaser at a 
foreclosure sale of the Property become lawfully entitled to possession of the Property, the Grantor shall 
become a tenant at will of Lender or the purchaser of the Property and shall, at the option of the person 
lawfully entitled to possession, either (1) pay a reasonable rental for the use of the Property or (2) 
vacate the Property immediately upon the demand of the person lawfully entitled to possession. 

Other Remedies. Lender shall have all other rights and remedies provided in this Mortgage or the Note or 

available at law or in equity. 

Sale of the Property. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Grantor hereby waives any and all right to 
have the Property marshalled. In exercising its rights and remedies, Lender shall be free to sell all or any 

part of the Property together or separately, in one sale or by separate sales and Grantor waives Grantor's 

rights under MCLA Section 600.3224 to have separate parcels sold separately and to have no more parcels 

than necessary sold. Lender shall be entitled to bid at any public sale on all or any portion of the Property. 

Notice of Sale. Lender shall give Grantor reasonable notice of the time and place of any public sale of the 
Personal Property or of the time after which any private sale or other intended disposition of the Personal 
Property is to be made. Reasonable notice shall mean notice given at least ten ( 10) days before the time of 

the sale or disposition. Any sale of the Personal Property may be made in conjunction with any sale of the 
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Election of Remedies. Election by Lender to pursue any remedy shall not exclude pursuit of any other 
remedy, and an election to make expenditures or to take action to perform an obligation of Grantor under 
this Mortgage, after Grantor's failure to perform, shall not affect Lender's right to declare a default and 
exercise its remedies. Nothing under this Mortgage or otherwise shall be construed so as to limit or restrict 
the rights and remedies available to Lender following an Event of Default, or in any way to limit or restrict 
the rights and ability of Lender to proceed directly against Grantor and/or against any other co-maker, 
guarantor, surety or endorser and/or to proceed against any other collateral directly or indirectly securing 
the Indebtedness. After the date that payment of the Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage has been 
accelerated by Lender, acceptance by Lender of any amount(s) paid by or on behalf of Grantor which is less 

than the full unpaid balance of the Indebtedness, including without limitation all accrued interest, late 
charges and other amounts due Lender under this Mortgage, shall not be deemed a waiver of default or 
acceleration, but shall be credited toward the unpaid balance of the Indebtedness, unless Lender shall 

specifically agree in writing to waive any such default or acceleration or both. 

Attorneys' Fees; Expenses. If Lender institutes any suit or action to enforce any of the terms of this 

Mortgage, Lender shall be entitled to recover its reasonable attorneys' fees. Whether or not any court 
action is involved, and to the extent not prohibited by law, all reasonable expenses Lender incurs that in 
Lender's opinion are necessary at any time for the protection of its interest or the enforcement of its rights 
shall become a part of the Indebtedness payable on demand and shall bear interest at the Note rate from 
the date of the expenditure until repaid. Expenses covered by this paragraph include, without limitation, 
however subject to any limits under applicable law, Lender's reasonable attorneys' fees and Lender's legal 
expenses whether or not there is a lawsuit, including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenses for 

bankruptcy proceedings (including efforts to modify or vacate any automatic stay or injunction), appeals, 

and any anticipated post-judgment collection services, the cost of searching records, obtaining title reports 
(including foreclosure reports), surveyors' reports, and appraisal fees and title insurance, to the extent 
permitted by applicable law. Grantor also will pay any court costs, in addition to all other sums provided 
by law. 

NOTICES. Any notice required to be given under this Mortgage, including without limitation any notice of 
default and any notice of sale shall be given in writing, and shall be effective when actually delivered, when 
actually received by telefacsimile (unless otherwise required by law), when deposited with a nationally 

recognized overnight courier, or, if mailed, when deposited in the United States mail, as first class, certified or 
registered mail postage prepaid, directed to the addresses shown near the beginning of this Mortgage. All 
copies of notices of foreclosure from the holder of any lien which has priority over this Mortgage shall be sent 
to Lender's address, as shown near the beginning of this Mortgage. Any party may change its address for 
notices under this Mortgage by giving formal written notice to the other parties, specifying that the purpose of 
the notice is to change the party's address. For notice purposes, Grantor agrees to keep Lender informed at all 
times of Grantor's current address. Unless otherwise provided or required by law, if there is more than one 
Grantor, any notice given by Lender to any Grantor is deemed to be notice given to all Grantors. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. The following miscellaneous provisions are a part of this Mortgage: 

Amendments. This Mortgage, together with any Related Documents, constitutes the entire understanding 
and agreement of the parties as to the matters set forth in this Mortgage. No alteration of or amendment 

to this Mortgage shall be effective unless given in writing and signed by the party or parties sought to be 

charged or bound by the alteration or amendment. 

Annual Reports. If the Property is used for purposes other than Grantor's residence, Grantor shall furnish 
to Lender, upon request, a certified statement of net operating income received from the Property during 

Grantor's previous fiscal year in such form and detail as Lender shall require. "Net operating income" shall 

mean all cash receipts from the Property less all cash expenditures made in connection with the operation 
of the Property. 

Caption Headings. Caption headings in this Mortgage are for convenience purposes only and are not to be 
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Governing Law. With respect to procedural matters related to the perfection and enforcement of Lender's 

rights against the Property, this Mortgage will be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and to the 
extent not preempted by federal law, the laws of the State of Michigan. In all other respects, this 

Mortgage will be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and, to the extent not preempted by federal 
law, the laws of the State of Indiana without regard to its conflicts of law provisions. However, if there 

ever is a question about whether any provision of this Mortgage is valid or enforceable, the provision that is 

questioned will be governed by whichever state or federal law would find the provision to be valid and 
enforceable. The loan transaction that is evidenced by the Note and this Mortgage has been applied for, 
considered, approved and made, and all necessary loan documents have been accepted by Lender in the 

State of Indiana. 

Choice of Venue. If there is a lawsuit, Grantor agrees upon Lender's request to submit to the jurisdiction 

of the courts of St. Joseph County, State of Indiana. 

No Waiver by Lender. Lender shall not be deemed to have waived any rights under this Mortgage unless 
such waiver is given in writing and signed by Lender. No delay or omission on the part of Lender in 

exercising any right shall operate as a waiver of such right or any other right. A waiver by Lender of a 

provision of this Mortgage shall not prejudice or constitute a waiver of Lender's right otherwise to demand 
strict compliance with that provision or any other provision of this Mortgage. No prior waiver by Lender, 
nor any course of dealing between Lender and Grantor, shall constitute a waiver of any of Lender's rights 

or of any of Grantor's obligations as to any future transactions. Whenever the consent of Lender is 
required under this Mortgage, the granting of such consent by Lender in any instance shall not constitute 
continuing consent to subsequent instances where such consent is required and in all cases such consent 
may be granted or withheld in the sole discretion of Lender. 

Severability. If a court of competent jurisdiction finds any provision of this Mortgage to be illegal, invalid, 
or unenforceable as to any circumstance, that finding shall not make the offending provision illegal, invalid, 
or unenforceable as to any other circumstance. If feasible, the offending provision shall be considered 
modified so that it becomes legal, valid and enforceable. If the offending provision cannot be so modified, 

it shall be considered deleted from this Mortgage. Unless otherwise required by law, the illegality, 
invalidity, or unenforceability of any provision of this Mortgage shall not affect the legality, validity or 

enforceability of any other provision of this Mortgage. 

Merger. There shall be no merger of the interest or estate created by this Mortgage with any other interest 

or estate in the Property at any time held by or for the benefit of Lender in any capacity, without the 
written consent of Lender. 

Successors and Assigns. Subject to any limitations stated in this Mortgage on transfer of Grantor's 
interest, this Mortgage shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties, their successors and 

assigns. If ownership of the Property becomes vested in a person other than Grantor, Lender, without 
notice to Grantor, may deal with Grantor's successors with reference to this Mortgage and the 
Indebtedness by way of forbearance or extension without releasing Grantor from the obligations of this 
Mortgage or liability under the Indebtedness. 

Time is of the Essence. Time is of the essence in the performance of this Mortgage. 

Use of Pronouns. Any term used to designate any of the parties in this Mortgage shall be deemed to 

include the respective heirs, estate representatives, successors, and assigns of the parties, and all 

pronouns and relative words used in this Mortgage are intended to apply in the singular, plural, feminine or 

neuter forms as the context may require, to appropriately refer to the parties designated. 

Waiver of Homestead Exemption. Grantor hereby releases and waives all rights and benefits of the 

homestead exemption laws of the State of Michigan as to all Indebtedness secured by this Mortgage. 

DEFINITIONS. The following capitali2ed words and terms shall have the following meanings when used in this 

Mortgage. Unless specifically stated to the contrary, all references to dollar amounts shall mean amounts in 
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lawful money of the United States of America. Words and terms used in the singular shall include the plural, 
and the plural shall include the singular, as the context may require. Words and terms not otherwise defined in 
this Mortgage shall have the meanings attributed to such terms in the Uniform Commercial Code: 

Borrower. The word "Borrower" means COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY and includes all co-signers and 
co-makers signing the Note and all their successors and assigns. 

Default. The word "Default" means the Default set forth in this Mortgage in the section titled "Default". 

Environmental Laws. The words "Environmental Laws" mean any and all state, federal and local statutes, 
regulations and ordinances relating to the protection of human health or the environment, including without 
limitation the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. Section 9601, et seq. ("CERCLA"), the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act of 1986, Pub. L. No. 99-499 ("SARA"), the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. 
Section 1801, et seq., the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 6901, et seq., or 
other applicable state or federal laws, rules, or regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

Event of Default. The words "Event of Default" mean any of the events of default set forth in this 
Mortgage in the events of default section of this Mortgage. 

Grantor. The word "Grantor" means COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY. 

Guaranty. The word "Guaranty" means the guaranty from guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation 
party to Lender, including without limitation a guaranty of all or part of the Note. 

Hazardous Substances. The words "Hazardous Substances" mean materials that, because of their 
quantity, concentration or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may cause or pose a present or 
potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly used, treated, stored, disposed of, 
generated, manufactured, transported or otherwise handled. The words "Hazardous Substances" are used 
in their very broadest sense and include without limitation any and all hazardous or toxic substances, 
materials or waste as defined by or listed under the Environmental Laws. The term "Hazardous 
Substances" also includes, without limitation, petroleum and petroleum by-products or any fraction thereof 
and asbestos. 

Improvements. The word "Improvements" means all existing and future improvements, buildings, 
structures, mobile homes affixed on the Real Property, facilities, additions, replacements and other 
construction on the Real Property. 

Indebtedness. The word "Indebtedness" means all principal, interest, and other amounts, costs and 
expenses payable under the Note or Related Documents, together with all renewals of, extensions of, 
modifications of, consolidations of and substitutions for the Note or Related Documents and any amounts 
expended or advanced by Lender to discharge Grantor's obligations or expenses incurred by Lender to 
enforce Grantor's obligations under this Mortgage, together with interest on such amounts as provided in 
this Mortgage. Specifically, without limitation, Indebtedness includes the future advances set forth in the 
Future Advances provision of this Mortgage, together with all interest thereon. 

Lender. The word "Lender" means First State Bank of Middlebury, its successors and assigns. 

Mortgage. The word "Mortgage" means this Mortgage between Grantor and Lender. 

Note. The word "Note" means the promissory note dated February 22, 2013, in the original principal 
amount of $3,343,000.00 from Grantor to Lender, together with all renewals of, extensions of, 
modifications of, refinancings of, consolidations of, and substitutions for the promissory note or agreement. 
The maturity date of this Mortgage is February 22, 2023. NOTICE TO GRANTOR: THE NOTE CONTAINS A 
VARIABLE INTEREST RATE. 

Personal Property. The words "Personal Property" mean all equipment, fixtures, and other articles of 
personal property now or hereafter owned by Grantor, and now or hereafter attached or affixed to the Real 
Property; together with all accessions, parts, and additions to, all replacements of, and all substitutions for, 
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any of such property; and together with all proceeds (including without limitation all insurance proceeds
and refunds of premiums) from any sale or other disposition of the Property.

Property. The word "Property" means collectively the Real Property and the Personal Property.

Real Property. The words "Real Property" mean the real property, interests and rights, as further described
in this Mortgage.

Related Documents. The words "Related Documents" mean all promissory notes, credit agreements, loan
agreements, environmental agreements, guaranties, security agreements, mortgages, deeds of trust,
security deeds, collateral mortgages, and all other instruments, agreements and documents, whether now
or hereafter existing, executed in connection with the Indebtedness.

Rents. The word "Rents" means all present and future rents, revenues, income, issues, royalties, profits,
and other benefits derived from the Property.

GRANTOR COVENANTS AND AGREES TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS MORTGAGE.

GRANTOR:

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY

By: .d�&-UP1�� 
GEORGE A MCMANUS Ill, President of COUNTRYSIDE
ACADEMY

By: __ C:_� __ /l_r_�-�--�--
EDWARD H NICKEL, Business Manager of COUNTRYSIDE
ACADEMY

This Mortgage was prepared by: DANA D TROWBRIDGE, VICE PRESIDENT
First State Bank of Middlebury 
4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140
Mishawaka, IN 46545
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On this '").. \
rt 

day of :£� �llA'\t\/ , 20 _n_, before me, the undersigned
Notary Public, personally appeared GEORGE A MCMANUS Ill, President of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; LYN S 
SPERRY, Administrator of COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY; and EDWARD H NICKEL, Business Manager of 
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY, and known to me to be authorized agents of the corporation that executed the 
Mortgage and acknowledged the Mortgage to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the corporation, by 
authority of its Bylaws or by resolution of its board of directors, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned, 
and on oath stated that they are authorized to execute this Mortgage and in fact executed the Mortgage on 
behalf of the

� 
_By 5:::::-:> � > My commission expires __ �_._\_'\--;

\
1-'\.._'\ ____ _ 

DANA TROWBRIDGE 

, County of_�_·_. -�-�------h-

Acting in the County of_� _ _  -_: __j�"�o_54;�\ .......... ____ _ ________ 

LASER PRO Lending, Ver. 12.3.10.002 Copr. Harland Financial Solutions, Inc. 1997, 2013. All Rights 
Reserved. - Ml/IN H:\CFI\LPL\G03.FC TR-201135 PR-42 
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Principal 
$2,684,420.27 
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Loan Date Maturity 
04-15-2020 04-15-2026

PROMISSORY NOTE 

Loan No 
70101272 

Call/ Coll 

1E1/713 

Account 
C0028890 

Officer 

DDT 

Initials 

References In the boxes above are for Lender's use only and do not llmlt the applicability of this document to any particular loan or Item. 
Any Item above containing "***" has been omitted due to text length limitations. 

Borrower: COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 
4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD 
BENTON HARBOR, Ml 49022-9629 

Prlncipal Amount: $2,684,420.27 

Lender: First State Bank of Middlebury 
Edison Lakes Office 
4101 Edison Lakes Parkway Suite 140 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 

Date of Note: April 15, 2020 

EVIDENCE OF INDEBETEDNESS. THOUGH TITLED "PROMISSORY NOTE", THIS EVIDENCE OF INDEBETEDNESS IN AN OBLIGATION OF THE 
BORROWER, A MICHIGAN PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY, PURSUANT TO SECTION 1351a OF THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE, MCL 380,1351a 
("SECTION 1351a") IT MAY BE REFERENCED IN THIS AND OTHER DOCUMENTATION PREPARED BY THE LENDER AS A NOTE, A LOAN, OR 
A BOND BUT IN ALL SUCH INSTANCES SUCH REFERENCES ARE INTEDED TO REFER TO AND SHALL REFER TOP THIS OBLIGATION ISSUED 
UNDER SECTION 1351 a. 

THIS OBLIGATION IS A FULL FAITH AND CREDIT GENERAL OBLIGATION OF THE BORROWER. THIS OBLIGATION AND THE INTEREST 
HEREON ARE PAYABLE, AS A FIRST BUDGET OBLIGATION, FROM ANY FUNDS OF THE BORROWER AVAILABLE THEREFORE. 

PROMISE TO PAY. COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY ("Borrower") promises to pay to First State Bank of Middlebury ("Lender"), or order, In lawful 
money of the United States of America, the princlpal amount of Two Millfon Six Hundred Eighty.four Thousand Four Hundred Twenty & 27/100 
Dollars ($2,684,420.27), together with Interest on the unpaid principal balance from April 15, 2020, calculated as described In the "INTEREST 
CALCULATION METHOD" paragraph using an Interest rate of 4.750%, until paid in full. The Interest rate may change under the terms and 
conditions of the "INTEREST AFTER DEFAULT" section. 

PAYMENT. Borrower will pay this loan in full immediately upon Lender's demand. If no demand Is made, Borrower will pay this loan in 71 
payments of $43,008.05 each payment and an irregular last payment estimated at $43,008.24. Borrower's first payment Is due May 15, 
2020, and all subsequent payments are due on the same day of each month after that. Borrower's final payment will be due on April 15, 2026, 
and will be for all principal and all accrued interest not yet paid. Payments Include principal and interest. Unless otherwise agreed or required 
by applicable law, payments will be applled first to any accrued unpaid interest; and then to principal. Borrower will pay Lender at Lender's 
address shown above or at such other place as Lender may designate In writing. 

INTEREST CALCULATION METHOD. Interest on this Note is computed on a 365/360 basis; that is, by applying the ratio of the Interest rate 
over a year of 360 days, multlplled by the outstanding principal balance, multiplied by the actual number of days the principal balance Is 
outstanding. All interest payable under this Note Is computed using this method. 

PREPAYMENT PENALTY; MINIMUM INTEREST CHARGE. In any event, even upon full prepayment of this Note, Borrower understands that 
Lender Is entitled to a minimum interest charge of $20.00. Upon Borrower's voluntary prepayment of this Note, Lender is entitled to the 
following prepayment penalty: If the borrower prepays all, or any portion, of this loan using funds borrowed from another bank or lending 
Institution, except scheduled monthly payments, borrower shall pay lender a prepayment fee of four percent (4%) of the principal amount 
remaining on the loan. Other than Borrower's obligation lo pay any minimum interest charge and prepayment penally, Borrower may pay all or a 
portion of the amount owed earlier than It is due. Early payments will not, unless agreed to by Lender In writing, relieve Borrower of Borrower's 
obligation to continue to make payments under the payment schedule. Rather, early payments will reduce the principal balance due and may 
result in Borrower's making fewer payments. Borrower agrees not to send Lender payments marked "paid in full", "without recourse", or 
similar language. If Borrower sends such a payment, Lender may accept It without losing any of Lender's rights under !his Note, and Borrower 
will remain obligated to pay any further amount owed to Lender. All written communications concerning disputed amounts, Including any check 
or other payment Instrument that Indicates that the payment constitutes "payment in full" of the amount owed or that Is tendered with other 
conditions or limitations or as full satisfaction of a disputed amount must be mailed or delivered to: First State Bank of Middlebury, 111 S Main 
StreeUP.O. Box 69 Middlebury, IN 46540. 

LATE CHARGES. The Late Fee Charge Is 5.000% of the payment amount if a payment is more than 10 days late. The payment amount will be a 
minimum of $75.00 up to a maximum of $500.00. 

INTEREST AFTER DEFAULT, Upon default, Including failure to pay upon final maturity, the interest rate on this Note shall be increased by 3.000 
percentage points. However, in no event wlll the interest rate exceed the maximum Interest rate limitations under applicable law, 

DEFAULT. Each of the following shall constitute an event of default ("Event of Default") under this Note: 

Payment Default, Borrower fails to make any payment when due under this Nole. 

Other Defaults. Borrower fails to comply with or to perform any other term, obligation, covenant or condition contained in this Note or In 
any of the related documents or to comply with or to perform any term, obligation, covenant or condition contained In any other agreement 
between Lender and Borrower. 

Default In Favor of Third Parties. Borrower or any Granter defaults under any loan, extension of credit, security agreement, purchase or 
sales agreement, or any other agreement, in favor of any other creditor or person that may materially affect any of Borrower's property or 
Borrower's ability to repay this Note or perform Borrower's obligations under this Note or any of the related documents. 

False Statements. Any warranty, representation or statement made or furnished to Lender by Borrower or on Borrower's behalf under this 
Note or the related documents is false or misleading in any material respect, either now or at the time made or furnished or becomes false 
or misleading at any time thereafter. 

Insolvency, The dissolution or termination of Borrower's existence as a going business, the insolvency of Borrower, the appointment of a 
receiver for any part of Borrower's property, any assignment for the benefit of creditors, any type of creditor workout, or the 
commencement of any proceeding under any bankruptcy or insolvency laws by or against Borrower. 

Creditor or Forfeiture Proceedings. Commencement of foreclosure or forfeiture proceedings, whether by judicial proceeding, self-help, 
repossession or any other method, by any credllor of Borrower or by any governmental agency against any collateral securing the loan. 
This Includes a garnishment of any of Borrower's accounts, including deposit accounts, with Lender. However, this Event of Default shall 
not apply if there Is a good faith dispute by Borrower as to the validity or reasonableness of the claim which is the basis of the creditor or Schedule 6-41 Countryside Academy



, Loan No: 70101272 
) 

PROMISSORY NOTE 
(Continued) Page 2 

forfeiture proceeding and if Borrower gives Lender written notice of the creditor or forfeiture proceeding and deposits with Lender monies or 
a surety bond for the creditor or forfeiture proceeding, In an amount determined by Lender, in Its sole discretion, as being an adequate 
reserve or bond for the dispute. 

Events Affecting Guarantor. Any of the preceding events occurs with respect to any guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation party 
of any of the Indebtedness or any guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation party dies or becomes incompetent, or revokes or 
disputes the validity of, or llabillty under, any guaranty of the indebtedness evidenced by this Note. 

Change In Ownership, Any change in ownership of twenty.five percent (25%) or more of the common stock of Borrower. 

Adverse Change. A material adverse change occurs In Borrower's financial condition, or Lender believes the prospect of payment or 
performance of this Note Is Impaired. 

Insecurity. Lender in good faith believes Itself insecure. 

LENDER'S RIGHTS. Upon default, Lender may declare the entire unpaid principal balance under this Note and all accrued unpaid Interest 
immediately due, and then Borrower will pay that amount. Under all circumstances, the Indebtedness will be repaid without relief from any 
Indiana or other valuation and appralsement laws. 

ATTORNEYS' FEES; EXPENSES, Lender may hire or pay someone else to help collect this Note If Borrower does not pay, Borrower will pay 
Lender that amount. This includes, subject to any limits under applicable law, Lender's attorneys' fees and Lender's legal expenses, whether or 
not there is a lawsuit, including without limitation all attorneys' fees and legal expenses for bankruptcy proceedings (Including efforts lo modify 
or vacate any automatic stay or injunction), and appeals. If not prohibited by applicable law, Borrower also will pay any court costs, In addition 
to all other sums provided by law. 

GOVERNING LAW. This Note WIii be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and, to the extent not preempted by federal law, the laws of 
the State of Indiana without regard to its conflicts of Jaw provisions. This Note has been accepted by Lender In the State of Indiana. 

CHOICE OF VENUE. If there Is a lawsuit, Borrower agrees upon Lender's request to submit to the jurisdiction of the courts or St. Joseph 
County, State of Indiana, 

RIGHT OF SETOFF. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Lender reserves a right of setoff in all Borrower's accounts with Lender (whether 
checking, savings, or some other account). This includes all accounts Borrower holds jointly with someone else and all accounts Borrower may 
open in the future. However, this does not include any IRA or Keogh accounts, or any trust accounts for which setotf would be prohibited by 
law. Borrower authorizes Lender, to the extent permitted by applicable law, to charge or setoff all sums owing on the Indebtedness against any 
and all such accounts, and, at Lender's option, to administratively freeze all such accounts to allow Lender to protect Lender's charge and setotf 
rights provided In this paragraph. 

COLLATERAL. Borrower acknowledges this Note Is secured by THE FOLLOWING COLLATERAL DESCRIBED IN THE SECURITY INSTRUMENTS 
LISTED HEREIN: 

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE DATED 02/22/2013 MODIFIED 04/15/2020 LOCATED AT 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR Ml 
49022 
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE DATED 02/22/2013 MODIFIED 04/15/2020 LOCATED AT 4821 NORTH STREET BENTON HARBOR Ml 49022 
INVENTORY, CHATTEL PAPER, ACCOUNTS, EQUIPMENT, GENERAL INTANGIBLES AND FIXTURES DESCRIBED IN A COMMERCIAL SECURITY 
AGREEMENT DATED 04/15/2020. 

PRIOR NOTE. LOAN # 201138 ORIGINALLY DATED 02/22/2013; LOAN # 203234 ORIGINALLY DATED 07/23/2014; LOAN # 208092 
ORIGINALLY DATED 09/12/2018. 

SUCCESSOR INTERESTS. The terms of this Note shall be binding upon Borrower, and upon Borrower's heirs, personal representatives, 
successors and assigns, and shall Inure to the benefit of Lender and Its successors and assigns. 

NOTIFY US OF INACCURATE INFORMATION WE REPORT TO CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCIES, Borrower may notify Lender If Lender 
reports any inaccurate Information about Borrower's account(s) to a consumer reporting agency. Borrower's written notice describing the 
specific inaccuracy(ies) should be sent to Lender at the following address: First State Bank of Middlebury, Edison Lakes Office, 4101 Edison 
Lakes Parkway Suite 140, Mishawaka, IN 46545. 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS OF AN OBLIGATION OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY. THE PARAGRAPH ABOVE TITLED "GOVERNING L AW", 
"CHOICE OF VENUE", AND "COLLATERAL" ARE HEREIN REVISED TO MEAN THAT THE BANK WILL COMPLY WITH ALL LEGAL OBLIGATIONS 
SUBJECT TO SECTION 1251a OF THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE. THE PHRASING "TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW" SHOULD BE 
INSERTED AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH NAMED PARAGRAPH ABOVE, 

AUTHORIZATION OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY. IN ISSUING THIS OBLIGATION, THE BORROWER REPRESENTS AND WARRANTS TO THE 
LENDER THAT IT HAS AND/OR WILL COMPLY IN ALL MATERIAL RESPECTS WITH ANY APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE REVISED 
SCHOOL CODE, MICHIGAN PUBLIC ACT 451 OF 1976, AS AMENDED, AND THE REVISED MUNICPAL FINANCE ACT, ICHIGAN PUBLIC ACT 
34 OF 2001, AS AMENDED AND OTHER APPLICABLE LAW. IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED AND RECITED THAT ALL ACTS, CONDITIONS AND 
THINGS REQUIRED BY LAW, PRECEDENT TO AND IN THE ISSUANCE OF THIS AND ANY OBLIGATION HAVE NEEN DONE, EXIST AND HAVE 
HAPPENED IN REGULAR AND DUE TIME AND FORM AS REQUIRED BY LAW, AND THAT THE TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS OF THE BORROWER, 
INCLUDING THIS OBLIGATION, DOES NOT EXCEED ANY CONSTITUTIONAL OR STATUTORY LIMITATION. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. This Note is payable on demand. The Inclusion of specific default provisions or rights of Lender shall not preclude 
Lender's right to declare payment of this Note on its demand. If any part of this Note cannot be enforced, this fact will not affect the rest of the 
Note. Lender may delay or forgo enforcing any of Its rights or remedies under this Note without losing them. Borrower and any other person 
who signs, guarantees or endorses this Note, to the extent allowed by law, waive presentment, demand for payment, and notice of dishonor. 
Upon any change in the terms of this Note, and unless otherwise expressly stated in writing, no party who signs this Note, whether as maker, 
guarantor, accommodation maker or endorser, shall be released from liability. All such parties agree that Lender may renew or extend 
(repeatedly and for any length of time) this loan or release any party or guarantor or collateral; or impair, fail to realize upon or perfect Lender's 
security Interest In the collateral; and take any other action deemed necessary by Lender without the consent of or notice to anyone. All such 
parties also agree that Lender may modify this loan without the consent of or notice to anyone other than the party with whom the modification 
is made. The obligations under this Note are joint and several. 
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PROMISSORY NOTE 
{Continued) Page 3 

PRIOR TO SIGNING THIS NOTE, BORROWER READ AND UNDERSTOOD ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THIS NOTE. BORROWER AGREES TO THE 
TERMS OF THE NOTE. 

BORROWER ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF A COMPLETED COPY OF THIS PROMISSORY NOTE, 

BORROWER: 

of 

LENDER: 

FIRST STATE BANK 

X 

last,Pto, Vo1. f9A.0.o30 C<>pr. Fltl.tslta USA Cotp(ltnl'on l997, 20i:'O. All fUr.lhh R6:rervtd, p IU C;-1JtAAWW\CFN .. .rt.\020FC TR-101272 PR,t.1 
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for compliance with 
SCHOOL SITE PLAN 

criteria subject to field inspection and 
the con�s�approval letter . .
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10/16/2005 19:45 12699443724 

RECEIVED 10-17-05 BY: LA, 
Od. 14. 2005 3: 56PM 

PAGE 02/02 

NG. 6025 P. 2

CEkTD1CATE OF USl� AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Mlddgall Dtp!ll'1ment of J.11.bor A Economic Gl'O'W1JI. 
81U'e9,it Gf Co.llffl'lletum Coda & Fin SdetY/Balldlllg Division 

P, o. Bos 30254 
Lammg;, Ml 489ot 

(517) 241°9311 

Baildm& l'l!l"Jait No.. LB021.ffl 
M8lbarg Eltm1111t127 �l

43'J1 Nortb 8tJffl 
Baton Twp, Micldpil 

Bmim CD11Dty 

The :ahnve named bulldlllJ of Uee Gl'll'llp E mil Comtnctio:o Type; 3B ii approv.td tor a"' 
81111 OCl:Updc,", 

TRIS Af'l'aOVAL IS GIU.NTED tJNDER 1'JDt AUT.B:ORITY OF SICTIONS 13 
.OF ACf 230 Of TllE PWLIC ACTS C►f 197'2, AS AMENDED, �G §1.'Z!l.1513 
OF UIE MlCBIGAN COMPILED l,AWS, AND, IN ACCOllDANCE WlTB 
SECTION 110.& OF THE STATE BUJLl)lNG CODI!.. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID A.Nl":ruvtOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUl'A!'icY. 

Leny� 
Charm E. C1IJ1is, Amt1a111 Chief
BttildingDmdon 

October 14, lOOS 
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Meadowbrook Campus 



COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

AM SCBK:E FACUIY 
4800 MEADOWBROOK FIOAO 

EeNTON HARBOR MCHGAN 

II 

Schedule 6-49 Countryside Academy



Berrien County, MI

Date Created: 1/6/2015

Parcel ID 11-19-0001-0023-03-3
Sec/Twp/Rng n/a
Property Address FAIRVIEW RD

EAU CLAIRE

Alternate ID n/a
Class 102
Acreage 23.230

Owner Address GREENSTONE FARM CREDIT SERVICES
FLCA
3515 WEST RD
EAST LANSING MI 48823

District 11010
Brief Tax Description THE N 23.63 A OF E FRL1/2 OF NE FRL1/4 SEC 1 T5S R18W

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents)

Last Data Upload: 1/6/2015 1:55:35 AM

451 ft

Overview

Legend

City and Villages

Survey Townships

Sections

Railroads

Roads

<all other values>

Interstate

Major Arterial

Minor Arterial

Roads

Parcels

Lakes

Rivers

Lake Michigan
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CEFTiF!CATION DOES NOT REFLECT 
tO.SSIBLE HOMESTEAD DENlAl. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That !hero are no Tax Liens or Tilt,.: !;· !J 
by the State or any Individual• 11· inst U1e wltl'Ji;1 -; ::-: · ' :1 ancf all Taxes on samo are pr,id !or i'ive ye•,,-.,,·,:,;, i:•: · , i,a 
dilt.3 ofthl3 instnimsnt, as ��pp�}fli'�� by thu :-c-,;.1;, :: i:1 ,·,: ::}. 

This c�'irlltlC.1lP. c!09$ r>ol apply on lo;;',�. I''. f1Y, "1(' I 111 $ 
of ( •• ,!laclh.!11. AIDo er1:opt, o�•!anc,J Spw'i; I A", 1 ... m•· !·:, • '''/· 
unda;- Act Nu. 225, Publfc Apls of 11176, as 01111,1 •d, 
���cTax}:�so Zo

\
ne) 

Date / t) � ( � ., I i 
- D'IUA � 1:)v\1 a No. I o / .;). S do Berrien County Treasurer 

Lora L. Freehling Register Of Deeds 
Berrien County. Michigan Rec $26·00 Recorded 

�::�� iti� OCTOBER 15, 2018 03:49:47 PM
/:.,..---- Liher 3219 Page 288·1. 2882

r._�"-N·� •• � Receipt# 569268 DEED #2018228657 
/.J

\\ff mm�� 
�,. lm!llff9 �� 
'(��i �I 

Liber 3219 Page 2881 
1111111 11111 111111111111111 lllll 11111 1111 111 111 1111111111 IIIU 1111111111111 

Space Above is for Recording Information 
COVENANT DEED 

GS!S439 (07 /18) 

1 1111 111 11111111 11 111111 11111111 11111 11111111 1 111111 11111 1111 1 11111 111111111 1111 1111111 1111111111 11111111 l�llll lllll lllll lllll lllll l��l�� lllll 11111 Ill� 11111111
Drafted By: Susan McMann, GreenStone FCS 

3515 West Rd. 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 

Return & Send Future Countryside Academy 
Tax Bills To: 4800 Meadowbrook Road 

Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 
Loan No: 7766673000 

GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA, a federally chartered association, whose address is 3515 West Rd., 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 (Grantor), conveys and warrants to Countryside Academy, a Michigan Non-Profit

Corporation, whose address is 4800 Meadowbrook Road, Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 (Grantee), the following 
described premises situated in the County of Berrien and State of Michigan: 

See Attached Exhibit A for Legal Description 

Subject to easements, highways and restrictions of record; also subject to all unpaid parts and installments of 
special assessments on said premises which have fallen due, or will fall due hereafter. 

......... 
� I 
0i 
C) 

Subject to all claims, encumbrances, taxes and rights arising from acts or neglect of Grantee or their assigns � 
subsequent to February 19, 2015, the date of a land contract in fulfillment of which this deed is given. ' 

�The Grantor, for itself and its successors, does covenant, grant, bargain and agree to and with the Grantee and to '--.) 
their heirs, successors and assigns, against all and every person or persons lawfully claiming the whole or any part )\.J 
thereof, by, through or under the Grantor, and none other, it will forever WARRANT AND DEFEND. ':\1

� The Grantor grants to the Grantee the right to make all allowable divisions under Section 108 of the Land Division t\) 
Act, Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967. 1 

\,\) 
This property may be located within the vicinity of farmland or a farm operation. Generally accepted agricultural and 

�management practices which may generate noise, dust, odors, and other associated conditions may be used and l. 
are protected by the Michigan right to farm act. \' ' 

For and in consideration of the sum of Fifty Five Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($55,000.00). 

This instrument is exempt from County and State transfer tax pursuant to MCLA §§207.505(c) and 207.526(c). An 
electronic reproduction of this fully-executed document shall be as valid as the original. 

Dated: October 3, 2018 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF Ingham 

SUSAN M. MCMANN 
NOTARY PUBUC, STATE OF Ml 

COUNTY OF EATON 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES Feb 3, 20f9 

) 
) ss. 
) 

•'CTIN(' · --�,. �,. t.. " ·, ' ' ',, ! C' 
J: f'\..J I ttl M. 

GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA 

By: ----4..��- -=-�-"'--"-'

�
=--+----

Michael O'Neal, Deputy General Counsel 

Acknowledged before me on October 03, 2018 by Michael O'Neal, Deputy 
General Counsel, on behalf of GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA, a 
federally chartered ssociation, as its free ct and deed. 

#-J{_ flt_ nJ 
Susan · . McMann, Notary Public 
Eaton County, Michigan, acting in Ingham County 
My Commission Expires: February 3, 2019 

Berrien County Register of Deeds 
RECEIVED 10/9/2018 9:55 AM 

Berrien County Register of Deeds 
RECEIVED 10/15/201811:20 AM 
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Exhibit A 

Legal Description Attachment 

The North 5/8 of the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 1, Township 5 South, Range 18 West, Sodus 
Township, Berrien County, Michigan. 

Except commencing at the Northeast corner Section 1; thence South 275 feet; thence North 88 degrees 59 minutes 
45 seconds West 260 feet; thence North 275 feet; thence South 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds East 260 feet 
to the point of beginning. 

Together with an easement as to that parcel of land located in the Northeast 1/4 of Section 1, Township 5 South, 
Range 18 West, Sodus Township, Berrien County, Michigan, more particularly described as follows; Beginning at 
the Northeast corner of Section 1, Township 5 South, Range 18 West, Berrien County, Michigan; thence South, 
along the East line of said Section 1, 20.00 feet; thence North 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds West, parallel 
with the North line of said Section 1, 260.00 feet; thence North, parallel with said East line, 20.00 feet, to the North 
line of said Section 1; thence South 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds East, along said North line, 260.00 feet to 
the point of beginning. 

Tax Parcel ID No. For Reference Only: 11-19-0001-0023-03-3. 
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04/20/2005 22:15 12699443724 

/ F�Rev 3�92) 
�igan Department of Consumer and Industry Services 

Off�ce of Fire Safety 

.IRE. SAFETY INSPECTION/CERTIFICATION REPORT 
. 

FACILITY NAME·
COUNTRYSIDE CHARTER SCHOOL 

ADDRESS 
4800 MEADOWBROOK RD. 

CITY 
BENTON BARBOR ISTATE,ZIP

MI 49022 

DATE COUNTY 
5-26-9!' BERRIEN 

FACILITY TYPE RULES/CODES 
SCHOOL SCH RULES 

FACILITY REP. 
GEORGE MCMANNUS 

DESCIUPTION OF :tteN-COMPLIANCE 

NEW CHARTER SCHOOL 

PAGE 03/05 

Pagel 

PROJECT NUMBER 
4-00-0883-97

JOB/LIC/FAC. NO: 

INSP. TYPE
RECHECK 

A final fire safety .inspection· of the �bove captioned project was 
completed this date. Deficiencies noted iP- our prior inspection reports 
have been satisf_actorily corrected. This report may be considered as 
final approval of this project. 

FULL APPROVAL . 

• 

FIRE SAFETY CERTIFICATION 
FULL Al?l?ROVAL 

STRIBUTION INSPECTING OFFICIAL 
CHARLES EBERSOLE 

SIGNATUR.E OF OFFICIAL CITY 

l?ROJECT.STATUS 
CLOSED 

ADDRESS. 
1600 S. Burdick St. 

n C'L.. - --/. Kalamazoo 
ZIPCODE TELEPHONE 

49001 615-S52-86�4 
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'H:IUff� OATI 

':OUNTRY!:rDF. CHAA.TER ACADEMY �/8/1999 
� ... ...:11rrv Mt 
4800 MEADOW BROOK RD. SCHOOL 

·,• : 

I"°"'" 
lJF.RRIEN 
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SCHOOL 

r:tn, sT"JI II"' COOf ,,cn.rrr "''" IIDITATNI'. 
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AREAS REQUIRINQ WM PUANCE; 

RJ.:1 UEW SCHOOL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 
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l'lp1ofl 
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Office cl ,..,. S.i.ty 
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0557-99 
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Re.Check Fin&! 

A ruul firo ufety inapection of the tbo"" captioned r-rojeot waa oomplotcd th.is dale. 0cn .. --iens-ict nuto:d 
in our prier inopoc,tion repa,11 bavt bnn satillfaQtoril:f �d. Thia repc,t may be ooneidercd u final 
approval or thi1 project. 

,xi: Bcntoo "-hA11cr Twp. FD 
Simpfox, In. 

e 0H?-99.� 

MNCTlN'O 0ffk'W. 

CHARLES EBERSOLE 
CION4TUlll 01' 01,1ew. 

''10)11::T IT�l\11 "IVIIWWO IY 
loscd 
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Kathleen M Wilbur, Director 

FACILITY NAME DAtE 

�ountryside Charter Academy March 30, 2001 
!ADDRESS FACILITY TYPE 

't800 Meadow Brook Road �ohool 
CITY, STATE ZIP CODE �ACILITY REPRESENTATIVE 

COl.fflY PROJECT 

Berrien 2454-00 
RULESICODES JOMICIFAC. NO 

School - 99 
INSPECTION TYPE 

Benton Harbor. MI 49022 William Smith Administrator Final Recheck 

RE:-RELOCATABLE CLASSROOM (SERIAL# E20710118) 

A recheck fire safety inspection was completed this date. Deficiencies noted in prior inspection reports have 
been satisfactorily corrected. This report may be considered as final approval of this project. 

-Verbal approval has been rtteived from State Electrical Inspe�tor Mark Smith on 12-28-00. Please
foiward a copy of the Final Electrical Inspection Certificate of Approval to this office when received •

,. 

cc: Benton Harbor Fire Dept. 
Joan May 
Candace Lee, CMU Charter Office FAX: 517-774-7893 
Countryside Charter Academy, FAX: 616-944-3724 
Simplex Time Recorder Co. • Mishawaka 

11245400.wpd 

INSPECTING OFFICIAL 

File Ran Lankford 
Local FD SIGNAtuRE OF OFFICIAL 

I .

FAX 

EVIEWED BY 

. �CEIVED 

APR 0 6 2001 

BY: 

940 N. l 0"' Street, Suite 127 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009-9178 
616-544-4451
616-544-4454

Schedule 6-64 Countryside Academy



• 

• 

• 

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Growth 
Bureau of Construction Code,. & Fire Safety/Building Division 

P. 0. Rox 30254
Lansing, Ml 48909 

(SI 1) 241-9317 

Building Pernlit l'Jo.J .. B020!�4. 
Countryside Charter School 

4800 Meaduwbrook Road 
Benton Harl,or, Michigan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group E :ind Construttion Type 2B is approved for use 
and occupancy . 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §12S.1513 
OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 110.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

February 3, 2005 
Larry Leh 
Charlei E. 1:is, Assistunt Chief 
Building Division 
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JAN-25-2011 11:37A FROM: 
Jail, C:J, i.V; I C: L'.f�IVI 

T0:9443724 P.1
!11,,, ,.JL.J I, L 

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Miehignn Depertment of F.nere;y, T.obor & Eronomlc Growth 
Bureau of Construction Cades/Building Division 

P. 0. BDJ:302S4
Lansing, Ml 48909 

(517) 241-9317

Building Pc1•mlt1 B031086 
Countryside Charter School 
4800 Meadowbrook Road 

Benton Township, Michfgan 
Berrien County 

· The above named butldlng of Use Group E and Construction Type 2B Is approved for use
and occupancy.

THIS Al'PROV AL LS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORJTV OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1!>72, AS AMENDED, BEING §12�.1513 
OF TIIE MICIIlGAN COMPILED LAWS, ANJ>, lN ACCORDANCE WITD 
SECTION 110.0 OF THE STATE BUU..DING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

January 25, 2011 
l..arry ebman, Chief 
Charles E, Curtis, Aaststant Chfef 
Building DJ.vision 
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D e c. 5, 2 0 1 2 6 : 2 8 AM No. 5409 P. 2

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division 

P. 0. Bo:x: 30254
Lansing, MI 48909 

(517) 241 .. 9317

Building Permit No. B033690 
Conntryside Academy 

4800 Meadowbrook Road 
Benton Township, MicMgan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group A3 and Construction Type 2B is approved for use 
and occupa:ncy. 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENllED, BEING §125.1513 
OF THE MICIDGAN COMPILED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 111.0 OF THE STA TE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY J>REVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND occur ANCY. 

L.$f#;l§}f<� 
Charles E. Cu11is, Assistant Chief 
Building Division 

DEC-05-2012 06:32 From: 

December 5, 2012 

ID:PEARSON CONSTRUCTION Page:002 R=95% 
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Sep.23.2014 6:59AM No. 2540 P. 2/2

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulntoey Affairs 
Bureau of Constni.etfon Codes/BuJlding Division 

P. O. Box 30254 
Lansing, MI 48909 

(517)241-9317

Building Permit No. l3038l2l 
Countryside Academy 

4800 Meadowbrook Road 
Benton llarbor, Michigan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group E and Construction Type 5B is approved for use 
and occupancy. 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER 'l'HE AUTlIORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBUC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMEND:tD, BEING §125.1513 
OF THE MICIDGAN COMPlL'ED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTlON 111,0 OF THE STATE BUll,DlNG CODE. TIIIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL Oll' USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

Todd Y, Cord· , NC.ARB 
Chief 
Chades E, Curtis, Assistant Cllief 
Building Division 

September 23, 2014 
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Building Permit No: BLDG18-01497

4800  MEADOWBROOK RD

Benton Harbor, MI 49022

COUNTY: Berrien

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group E, Education and Construction Type 5B is approved for use 

and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

02/04/2020Print Date:
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CONTRACT SCHEDULE 7 
 

REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

 



SCHEDULE 7 

REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

 

Required Information for a Public School Academy. This Schedule contains information 
required by the Code and the Contract. The required information for the Academy is contained in 
this Schedule 7. 
 

Section a. Governance Structure. The governance structure of 
the Academy is set forth in Section a of this 
Schedule.   

 
Section b. Educational Goal and Related Measures. The 

educational goal and related measures of the 
Academy are set forth in Section b of this Schedule.  

 
Section c. Educational Programs.  The educational programs of 

the Academy are set forth in Section c of this 
Schedule. 

 
Section d. Curriculum. The curriculum of the Academy is set 

forth in Section d of this Schedule.  
 
Section e. Methods of Pupil Assessment. The methods of pupil 

assessment of the Academy are set forth in Section e 
of this Schedule.   

 
Section f. Application and Enrollment of Students. The 

Academy’s criteria for the application and 
enrollment of students is set forth in Section f of this 
Schedule.   

 
Section g. School Calendar and School Day Schedule. The 

school calendar and school day schedule procedures 
are set forth in Section g of this Schedule. 

 
Section h. Age or Grade Range of Pupils. The age or grade 

range of pupils to be enrolled by the Academy is set 
forth in Section h of this Schedule. 



SECTION A 
 

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 
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GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 
 

The People of Michigan through their Constitution have provided that schools and the means of 
education shall forever be encouraged and have authorized the Legislature to maintain and support a 
system of free public elementary and secondary schools. All public schools are subject to the leadership 
and general supervision of the State Board of Education and the Legislature has authorized an alternative 
form of public school designated a "public school academy" to be created to serve the educational needs 
of pupils and has provided that pupils attending these schools shall be eligible for support from the State 
School Aid Fund. The Legislature has delegated to the governing boards of state public universities, 
community college boards, intermediate school district boards and local school district boards, the 
responsibility for authorizing the establishment of public school academies. The University Board has 
approved the issuance of a contract conferring certain rights, franchises, privileges, and obligations of a 
public school academy to the Academy Board. 
 

The Academy is incorporated as a Michigan nonprofit corporation, organized on a non-stock, 
directorship basis for the purpose of operating as a Michigan public school academy. The Academy shall 
conduct its affairs as a governmental entity exempt from federal income taxes under Section 115 of the 
United States Internal Revenue Code or any successor law. The Academy is a body corporate and is not a 
division or part of Central Michigan University. The relationship between the Academy and the 
University Board is based solely on the applicable provisions of the Code and the terms of this Contract. 
 

The Academy Board shall have at least five (5), but no more than nine (9) members, as 
determined by the University Board. Academy Board members shall be appointed according to the terms 
of the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution adopted by the University Board. The 
Academy Board has all the powers and duties permitted by law to manage the business, property and 
affairs of the Academy and for adopting policies by which the Academy shall be governed. The Academy 
Board is responsible for assuring that the Academy operates according to the Terms and Conditions of 
this Contract and Applicable Law. Contract Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, set forth a further description 
of the Academy Board’s governance structure. 
 

Academy Board members shall serve in their individual capacity, and not as a representative or 
designee of any other person or entity. The Academy Board shall ensure compliance with Applicable Law 
relating to conflicts of interest and prohibited familial relationships, including Article IV, Sections 4.4 and 
4.5 of the Terms and Conditions of this Contract. 
 

Pursuant to applicable law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, 
Section 3.6, the Academy Board may employ or contract for personnel according to the position 
information outlined in Schedule 5. Before entering into an agreement with an Educational Service 
Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide personnel to perform services 
or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational Service Provider 
Policies issued by the Center.  
 
 



SECTION B 
 

EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
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EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.2, the Academy shall achieve or demonstrate measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the 
achievement of the educational goal identified in this schedule. Although an increase in academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils as measured by assessments and other objective criteria is the most 
important factor in determining the Academy’s progress toward the achievement of the educational goal, 
the Center also considers other factors. Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written 
report, along with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. In 
addition, the University expects the Academy will meet the State of Michigan’s accreditation standards 
pursuant to state and federal law. 
 
Educational Goal to be Achieved 
Prepare students academically for success in college, work and life. 
 
Measures to Assist In Determining Measurable Progress Toward Goal Achievement 
To assist in determining whether the Academy is achieving measurable progress toward the achievement 
of this goal, the Center will annually assess the Academy’s performance using the following measures. 
 
Measure 1: Student Achievement 
The academic achievement of all students who have been at the academy for one or more years1 in 
grades 3-8 will be assessed using the following measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing the current, spring, grade-level 
national norms2 on the NWEA Growth 
reading and math tests administered in the 
spring. 

Distribution (which will be in the form of percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

50% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing spring grade-level national norms 
over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students categorized as 
proficient or advanced on the most recent 
state assessment will surpass the school’s 
Composite Resident District (CRD) 
percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 One or more years students (also called 1+ students) are students who are enrolled in the academy on or before count day and are still enrolled at the end of a given 
academic year.   
2 Grade level national norms are updated periodically by NWEA following comprehensive norming studies. The Center will use the most updated national norms 
published by NWEA and will inform the Academy when the norms are updated and how the updated norms may impact analysis and performance reporting. 
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Measure 2: Student Growth 
The academic growth of all students in grades 3-8 at the Academy will be assessed using the following 
measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The median of student growth percentiles (MGP) 
reflecting fall-to-spring scaled score growth on the 
reading and math NWEA Growth tests. 

MGP: 
Exceeds ≥ 65th 
Meets ≥ 50th 
Approaching ≥ 45th 
Does not meet < 45th 

Reading: 
50 

Math: 
50 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students making at least one year’s 
growth over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be 
in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The mean student growth percentile reflecting growth 
on the two most recent state assessments will surpass 
the school’s Composite Resident District. 

Portfolio Distribution 
(which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 
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Measure 3: Post-Secondary Readiness: Grades 9-11 
The ‘on-track’ towards college readiness rates of all students in grades 9-11 will be assessed using the 
following measures and targets. 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
PSAT (grades 9 and 10) and 
SAT (grade 11) in Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing 
(EBRW) and Math. 

For EBRW, distribution (which will be in the form of 
percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 60.0% 
Approaching ≥ 50.0% 
Does not meet < 50.0% 

For Math, distribution (which will be in the form of 
percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 50.0% 
Meets ≥ 40.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

PSAT 9 
EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 
PSAT 10 

EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 

SAT 11 
EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
PSAT (grades 9 and10) and SAT 
(grade 11) over time  
(CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) will surpass the 
school’s Composite Resident 
District percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.3, the Academy shall implement, deliver and support the educational programs identified 
in the schedule.  
 
Mission Statement  
Countryside Academy (“Academy”) will inspire students academically and socially to become 
productive citizens by providing a high-quality educational experience utilizing FARE based 
activities.  
 
Vision Statement 
Countryside Academy will be an innovative leader that engages students and staff in a rigorous 
learning environment that supports the social, emotional, & academic needs of each individual. 
 
Core Values 
Do Something, Be Transparent, Be Humble, Be Driven, Be Invested, Be Accountable 
 
Elementary Educational Program  
Curriculum Overview 
The core content areas (English language arts [“ELA”] and math) are aligned to the Michigan 
Academic Standards (“MAS”). Science is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards 
(“NGSS”). Social Studies is aligned to C3 Framework.  Grade level teams and Co-Curricular staff 
have created curriculum guides and pacing guides. Curriculum documents are continually updated 
by grade level teams and/or Co-Curricular staff and are maintained in Google Drive.  
 
Grade Level Teams and content area committees, with varied representation, meet to recommend 
revisions, review projects, correlate outcomes and assess projects. The curriculum is based on the 
MAS, C3 Framework, and NGSS, with Food, Agriculture, Renewable Resources, and 
Environment (“FARE”) based integration and unique educational goals at each grade level. Goals 
are presented in a parent-friendly document, highlighting what students are expected to accomplish 
at grade levels through fifth grade. To ensure that the kindergarten through fifth grade students are 
academically prepared to meet the challenges of elementary, middle school and beyond, the 
Academy’s curriculum is aligned, researched-based, includes resources and materials and is 
delivered by highly-qualified teachers.  
 
The FARE theme is the overarching framework for integration of curricular studies, projects and 
activities. FARE is a component of many units of study across the four core areas of the 
curriculum. Classroom teachers incorporate the FARE theme routinely into lesson plans, with the 
assistance of the Academy’s FARE Coach. With the help of the FARE Coach, students and 
teachers complete FARE related projects tied to our mission. There are also ongoing projects, such 
as the salmon and chicken coop projects, and annual events, such as FARE Day. Teachers utilize 
a variety of instructional strategies such as whole-group instruction, problem solving, explorations, 
learning centers, cooperative group work and project-based learning to accommodate learning 
needs and styles.  
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English Language Arts  
The reading program at the Academy starts in the earliest grades with a strong phonics base. In 
Young 5s, ZooPhonics® is used to teach sounds and letter correspondence in a fun and memorable 
way. Each letter of the alphabet has a unique alliterative animal name and an accompanying motion 
to help children learn to remember the letters and sounds. Young Fives through 3rd grade 
classroom teachers and interventionists utilize Heggerty’s Phonemic Awareness, which works on 
phonics skills with motions. K-5 ELA teachers have been trained in Orton-Gillingham, allowing 
teachers to incorporate multi-sensory learning strategies in their lessons. In addition to these 
programs, the language arts and reading series incorporates a phonics component that begins in 
kindergarten.  
 
The Academy’s elementary school updated its ELA program in the fall of 2019 with Savvas my 
View literacy. This comprehensive reading, spelling, language and writing program incorporates 
science, social studies, fiction and nonfiction, as well as a computer/Internet based practice, and 
includes an assessment component.  
 
Math 
Research-based i-Ready® was implemented in the fall of 2021, which is utilized in kindergarten 
through fifth grades and supports the MAS. Students are taught to problem-solve and think 
intuitively about numbers, measurement and other mathematical concepts. To support conceptual 
learning, students are also expected to master basic math facts. To allow deep understanding of 
math concepts, mathematical application is routinely integrated in cross-curricular projects.  
 
Science  
Generation Genius provides Academy students hands-on, experiential science learning to support 
the NGSS. In addition, the kindergarten through second grade salmon release project and chicken 
coop project provide the youngest Academy students learning experiences, and teachers teaching 
opportunities, in life cycle, environmental and natural resource sciences. Salmon are raised 
throughout the school year from egg, to alevin, to fry, and then released by students in a local 
stream in May. Second through fifth grade students utilize the FARE classroom to incorporate 
FARE themed activities into many units of study for science.  
 
Social Studies 
Young 5-2nd grade teachers utilize grade level pacing guides to create lessons derived from the 
C3 Framework standards. In third grade, students learn all about Michigan using Our Michigan 
Adventure, a Hillsdale Publication. In fourth grade, students use trade books and other C3 aligned 
resource material to address studies in United States history, economics and government. Early 
American history is the focus of fifth grade studies. The C3 Framework provides kindergarten 
through fifth grade teachers with valuable resources and supports an emphasis on citizenship. 
 
Co-Curricular 
Music - Elementary students receive 2 marking periods of vocal music lessons. Fifth grade students 
are introduced to instrumental lessons for the recorder. Winter and Spring music programs are 
performed at the main campus for family and community.  
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Physical Education - Physical education provides sequential, developmental experiences for 
children to learn through physical activity and movement. Individual skill development, 
sportsmanship, teamwork and healthy habits are four key focal points for physical education.   
 
Technology - Integration of technology into core content occurs on a routine basis to support 
learning. K-5 students are one-to-one with devices which allows each student to actively learn and 
participate in class.   
 
Health - The Michigan Model for Health™ serves as the Academy’s health curriculum. The 
curriculum facilitates lessons that include a variety of learning techniques and skill development 
and practice for students to learn about disease prevention and health promotion.  
 
Citizenship/Conduct 
Good conduct and building good citizenship skills are very important at the Academy. The Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (“PBIS”) program is used to supplement the ongoing 
Academy-wide efforts at teaching, recognizing and rewarding good behavior and good citizens. 
The Academy-wide Code of Conduct sets the high standard for behavior. PBIS teams have 
implemented Cougar P.R.I.D.E. (Preparation, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Effort). 
Classroom and common area expectations are centered on P.R.I.D.E.  
 
The Student of the Month program, funded by the Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”), 
recognizes one student from each kindergarten through fifth grade classroom each month for 
meeting a list of criteria, including: “Demonstrates social responsibility through citizenship” and 
“Demonstrates self-discipline”. Students of the Month are recognized at monthly board meetings 
and given an award packet.  
 
Additional Assistance  
The Academy, as part of the school improvement process, annually examines its data to identify 
achievement gaps. Based upon the findings, the Academy provides additional support to assist 
students in improving performance. As needed, reading and math specialists work with elementary 
students at either campus. Co-teaching during regular math lessons allows struggling first and 
second grade math students to learn in a small group setting.  
 
The Academy has adopted, implemented and evaluated a Response to Intervention (“RTI”) 
program or Multi-Tiered System of Support (“MTSS”). The special education, Title I and 
classroom teachers work in the coordination of efforts to help at-risk students that are performing 
below grade level.  
 
A summer learning program is in place for qualifying students (i.e. at-risk/below grade level). The 
Academy individualizes learning to target areas of need.  
 
Assessment 
The Academy employs a variety of summative and formative assessments to measure progress 
toward goals. Interventionist and K-5 classroom teachers use Fastbridge, a curriculum-based 
measurement for progress monitoring and universal screener. Fastbridge is used for both math and 
reading; a few of the assessment probes utilized are: phoneme segmentation, words per 
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minute/accuracy and math computation. In the early grades (K-3rd), GO Math!® unit benchmark 
assessments, assessments may be modified to meet essential standards needs. Kindergarten 
through fifth grade students take the Northwest Evaluation Association™ (“NWEA™”) Measures 
of Academic Progress® (“MAP®”) Growth™. The NWEA MAP Growth is administered to students 
in kindergarten through fifth grade in the fall, at a mid-year point and during the spring. The State 
assessment is given, as required, to all applicable grades. Each class, as directed by the Academy’s 
Board of Directors’ policy, is administered end of year assessments in reading, writing and math.  
 
Method of Evaluation 
The School Improvement process of Gather, Study, Plan and Do is the method used to determine 
the effectiveness of the implementation, delivery and support of the Educational Program. All staff 
are a part of the School Systems Review and the development of the School Improvement plan. 
The Program Evaluation tool is completed by contributing members of the chosen initiative.  
 
 

Secondary Level Educational Program 
Teaching Strategies  
The teaching profession is one that demands professional practice. The single most influential 
factor in a classroom is that of the teacher. A highly effective teacher can have a powerful influence 
on student achievement. Teachers at the Academy are selected based on their dedication to 
carrying out the primary responsibility of creating learning opportunities that meet individual 
students' needs with relevance and appropriate rigor.  
 
It is the teacher’s responsibility to organize the activities of the classroom to maximize student 
learning. This requires the teacher to establish a positive environment in order to focus on learning. 
The teacher must establish relationships with students that motivate, develop and enforce clear 
rules and procedures, use appropriate disciplinary interventions and employ strategies that assist 
in maintaining an emotionally supportive environment. With this culture established, the teachers 
closely monitor student learning and adjust teaching as appropriate. Teachers provide a range of 
learning experiences and employ a wide variety of strategies such as whole group, problem solving 
and investigations to meet individual needs.  
 
While teachers organize the opportunities for learning, students must be active participants in the 
learning process. This teacher-directed, student-focused approach means that teachers make sure 
students have the opportunity to learn all the grade level content to be well prepared for the 
following grade and beyond. Students’ opportunities are maximized when the teacher facilitates 
in the classroom.  
 
Teachers: 

● Prepare lessons considering the class’ prior knowledge and experience with the material. 
● Decide on the most effective way to present the material to be mastered. 
● Engage students in thought-provoking lessons. 
● Monitor student comprehension throughout a lesson. 
● Provide on-going feedback and redirection to students.  
● Plan for continued learning opportunities and practice with the material. 
● Challenge all students with lessons varying in rigor.  
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The Academy’s goal is to graduate students who have not only had the opportunity to experience 
academic excellence, but have acquired the necessary knowledge and skills to be successful in 
high school and college. The Academy researches skills students need in order to be successful in 
a challenging college program. The Academy utilizes data from the SAT®. This assessment 
indicates the level of knowledge and skills students must have to be successful in college. By 
understanding what students need to know in order to be successful in college, the Academy can 
determine what students must know at each grade level to prepare for high school and college. 
This backwards design approach makes the Academy’s aligned curriculum particularly unique 
because it has been developed to support demanding standards with a college-bound approach. In 
preparation for the SAT®, the Academy administers the PSAT™ 8/9 assessment to ninth grade 
students and the PSAT™ 10 assessment to tenth grade students.  
 
The Academy provides a challenging learning environment that successfully prepares all students 
for a college opportunity with the understanding that not all students will select the college path. 
The Academy believes that high academic and behavioral expectations benefit all students. 
Additionally, the Academy believes it is imperative to support all students’ academic development. 
This preparation requires the Academy to engage all students in high quality learning opportunities 
and to differentiate instruction according to individual students’ needs. It is the Academy’s desire 
to invest in the lives of the children to equip them for success in today and tomorrow’s world.  
 
Curriculum: Intended, Implemented, Assessed 
The Academy defines curriculum as the articulation of the intended aims and objectives, content, 
experiences and outcomes of the educational program. This includes defined learning objectives 
(intended curriculum), the lessons that are taught in a classroom (implemented curriculum) and all 
the information gathered to understand student learning (assessed curriculum). Careful attention 
has been given to ensure deep alignment provides information on areas of the intended curriculum 
that are not being implemented and/or areas of the intended curriculum that are not being assessed. 
Additionally, the alignment is used in the assessment process to provide specific and consistent 
information on overall student learning as it relates to curricular effectiveness.  
 
In addition to close curricular alignment as an internal structure and process, the Academy provides 
alignment of expectations with the MAS. This additional alignment component demonstrates a 
commitment to student achievement, as outlined by the Michigan Department of Education 
(“MDE”), to ensure student success on State assessments.  
 
FARE Program 
At the secondary level, the FARE theme is regularly integrated into our core science classes and 
as often as possible in other core subject areas. Instructors use the individual parts of the FARE 
theme to enhance and strengthen connections to real world concepts. Students’ participation in the 
FARE theme includes, but is not limited to, writing prompts, journaling, research and service 
projects, laboratory investigations and reinforcing concepts through application of higher order 
thinking skills to historic events and literary works. High school and middle school students have 
the opportunity to actively participate in the FFA (Future Farmers of America) Organization 
chapter. 
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Middle School 
The Academy’s middle school consists of the sixth, seventh and eighth grades. Students in the 
middle school are challenged with traditional classes of social studies, mathematics, science and 
ELA. Students also have a physical education class each day, in addition to a SEL (social emotional 
learning) and FFA class.  
 
The Academy’s middle school updated its ELA program in the fall of 2021 with Savvas 
myPerspectives™ literacy program. This comprehensive reading, spelling, language and writing 
program incorporates science, social studies, fiction and nonfiction, as well as a computer/Internet 
based practice, and includes an assessment component.  
 
Math programming was also updated the fall of 2021, Research-based i-Ready is used in sixth-
eighth grade and supports the MAS. Students are taught to problem-solve and think intuitively 
about numbers, measurement and other mathematical concepts. To support conceptual learning, 
students are also expected to master basic math facts. To allow deep understanding of math 
concepts, mathematical application is routinely integrated in cross-curricular projects.  
 
Algebra I 
Eighth grade students who qualify for advanced placement classes may be scheduled to take the 
regular high school Algebra I course in the main building to earn high school credit while in middle 
school. 
 
English Language Development (“ELD”) 
This course will help English Language Learners acquire English proficiency to increase the 
probability of successfully participating in mainstream courses in high school. Students in ELD 
classes improve knowledge and skills for both basic communication skills as well as academic 
language. The course helps students develop a positive self-concept, an understanding of the 
Academy’s culture and acceptable standards of conduct and citizenship, as well as study skills to 
enable academic success.  
 
Educational Development Plan (“EDP”) 
All students are required to develop an EDP with guidance from the Academy advisor. Students 
begin to develop an EDP in the sixth grade. The EDP is utilized as a secondary planning tool to 
direct the student’s educational plan, career planning activities and career path. Each student’s 
EDP contains personal information, career goals and educational and training goals that include 
goals beyond graduation. The plan may also identify special resources and support for the student’s 
success in their Personal Curriculum. The scope of student planning can include career awareness 
or exploration activities, work-based activities and course selections that will prepare students for 
greater understanding of career options and achievement of career goals. Students who have 
completed the middle school program find themselves ready to successfully handle the challenges 
in high school.  
 
High School 
The Academy high school functions with two semesters per school year. There are six classes of 
core academics and electives offered. Academy students must achieve 60% (D-) or higher in order 
to pass a class. If a class is passed per semester, the student is awarded ½ credit toward graduation.  
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Students may earn up to six (6) high school credits per year. Additional credits may be earned with 
early college participation.  
 
Twenty (20) credits, out of twenty-four (24) credits possible, are required for graduation. Credits 
may be achieved by meeting the following requirements: 
 
Michigan Merit Curriculum (“MMC”) Requirements 
The Academy’s minimum requirements for graduation comply with and exceed the MMC 
graduation requirements. 
 
Subject Area (Number of Credits required) 
 
English Language Arts (4 credits)  

● English 9 
● English 10 
● English 11 
● English 12 

 
Mathematics (4 credits) 

● Algebra I 
● Algebra II 
● Geometry  
● Math related credit in senior year 

 
Science (4 credits) 

● Biology 1 credit 
● Physics or Chemistry 1 credit 
● Science Elective classes 2 credits 

 
Social Studies (4 credits) 

● Civics .5 credit 
● Economics .5 credit 
● U.S. History/Geography 1 credit 
● World History/Geography 1 credit 
● Social Studies Elective 1 credit 

 
World Language (2 credits required) 

● Spanish 1  
● Spanish 2 
● Spanish 3 (elective) 

 
Health (0.5 credit) 
 
Physical Education (0.5 credit) 
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Visual, Performing & Applied Arts (1 credit) 
● Any AgriScience or Aviation Course (CTE course specifically) 
● Spanish III 
● History in Scale 

 
Online Learning Experience (0.5 credit per class)  
 
Electives 1-5 
 
Community Service Hours - 40 Hours (50 Hours for National Honor Society Students) 
By meeting the aforementioned requirements, graduates from the Academy are equipped with the 
skills to be successful in whatever endeavors they choose to pursue.  
 
Online Learning 
The Academy will offer classes, as needed, as an online platform to assist in student learning. The 
virtual classroom environment engages students in learning through interactive technology such 
as video-based presentations. Online instruction is supported by online tasks that are aligned to the 
MAS and monitored by Academy teachers. The online programming offers flexibility in that 
lessons are self-paced and individualized. In addition, online learning appeals to the non-traditional 
learner, provides additional support for special education students and includes opportunities for 
credit recovery.  
 
Dual Enrollment  
Academy students have the opportunity to enroll in college courses. Eligible students adhere to 
the following criteria: 

● The high school schedule and number of earned high school credits will permit enrollment.  
● An eighty (80) percent attendance average in the previous semester.  
● Student discipline records indicate no out-of-school suspension 
● Transportation rules that apply to shared time students. 

 
Further, students qualify for dual enrollment classes based on scores on one of the following 
assessments: PSAT, ACT®, or SAT. Eligible students may take courses for which there are no 
endorsements (e.g. computer science, foreign language, history, political science or psychology), 
if they have taken all sections of the aforementioned assessments. The college credits cannot be a 
hobby, craft or recreation course, or in the subject areas of physical education, theology, divinity 
or religious education.  
 
Students must be enrolled in both the Academy and the post-secondary institution during the 
Academy’s regular academic year and must be enrolled in at least one high school class. Eligible 
classes at college are generally in academic areas where the student has exhausted the high school 
curriculum or the class is not offered by the Academy. An exception to this could occur if a 
scheduling conflict exists that is beyond the student’s control.  
 
The Academy will pay the tuition and the cost of books for classes that meet during the regular 
school day. The Academy will not pay for classes taken in the evening, on Saturdays or for 
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remedial classes. While all students will be granted high school as well as college credit, all classes 
must be applicable toward a college degree.  
 
Share Time 
The Public Act 56 Consortium is composed of the Academy and fourteen other K-12 public 
schools in Berrien County. Through this Consortium, students may choose from over ninety (90) 
Career Technical Education (“CTE”) classes. Students may sign up for a class with the high school 
counselor at the same time they schedule for the following school year. Eligible students must be 
in good standing and on-target with high school requirements. The district that hosts the class will 
make the final decision as to the student’s admission. Students must provide their own 
transportation and provide the high school office with proof of insurance and a copy of a valid 
driver’s license. The Academy offers onsite CTE programs for AgriScience and Aviation.  
 
CTE classes follow the Academy’s policies of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin or ancestry, age, gender or disability. Students are encouraged to enroll in 
classes that will prepare them for non-traditional careers.  
 
Special Education Services 
The Academy believes all students with special needs have the right to a quality education 
appropriate to their needs, abilities and interests. It is the goal of the special staff to act as a resource 
to the classroom teacher in the development and implementation of appropriate instructional and 
socialization strategies. Implementation of these strategies occurs within the general education 
setting and through one-on-one and small group intervention provided within the special education 
classroom.  
 
When making educational placement decisions for students with disabilities, the Academy will 
ensure that parents are contributing members of the Individualized Educational Program (“IEP”) 
team, and together the team will make decisions that are subject to requirements regarding the 
provision of the least-restrictive environment. When determining how services will be delivered 
to students with disabilities, the Academy will follow all Special Education Rules as issued by the 
MDE. If a child with a current IEP enrolls in the Academy, the Academy will implement the 
existing IEP to the extent possible or will provide an interim IEP agreed upon by parents until a 
new IEP can be developed. IEPs will be developed, revised and implemented in accordance with 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (“IDEIA”) and state law and 
regulations.  
 
The Academy will fully comply with federal laws and regulations governing children with 
disabilities as follows: 

1. The Academy is responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to children 
with disabilities enrolled in the Academy that have been determined through an IEP to 
require Special Education programs and services. 

2. The Academy will ensure that children who are suspected of having disabilities are 
properly evaluated by a multidisciplinary team, as defined in the Michigan Special 
Education Rules, and that children who have already been identified are re-evaluated by 
the multidisciplinary team at least every three years.  
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3. When a multidisciplinary team determines that a special education student requires Special 
Education programs and services, the Academy will ensure that the IEP is fully 
implemented in accordance with IDEIA and reviewed on an annual basis or more 
frequently as determined by the IEP team.  

 
Credit Recovery 
The Academy offers a program of credit recovery to keep students on track for academic success. 
The Academy utilizes traditional instructional methods in addition to virtual instruction through 
on-line programming (i.e. MIVirtual). Through the use of virtual educational instruction, credit 
recovery is expanded from either a semester or year-long program so the student can obtain credit 
from what they previously weren’t able to due to poor academic performance in a traditional 
classroom setting. Credit recovery, through virtual instruction, allows students to remain on track 
for graduation. The Academy’s credit recovery program is expanded to include opportunities to 
recover credit before, during or after school during the traditional school year.  
 
Assessment 
The NWEA MAP Growth is administered to students in grades six through twelve in the fall, at a 
mid-year point and during the spring. The State assessment is given, as required, to all applicable 
grades. 
 
In preparation for the SAT, the Academy administers the PSAT 8/9 assessment to ninth grade 
students and the PSAT 10 assessment to tenth grade students.  
 
Program Evaluation 
The School Improvement process of Gather, Study, Plan and Do is the method used to determine 
the effectiveness of the implementation, delivery and support of the Educational Program. All staff 
are a part of the School Systems Review and the development of the School Improvement plan. 
The Program Evaluation tool is completed by contributing members of the chosen initiative.  
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CURRICULUM 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.4, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the curriculum identified in this 
schedule.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Academy has adopted Academy written curriculum, the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association (“AOPA™”) aviation program, the Michigan Model for Health™ and Michigan 
Virtual™ courses as a curriculum. The curriculum for all core subjects has been received, reviewed 
and approved by the Center. 

• Michigan Virtual https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/ 
• Michigan Model for Health             https://www.michiganmodelforhealth.org/  

Elementary 

The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy. 

Secondary  

The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy*. 
Course Name Grade** Course Name Grade** 

English (minimum 4) 
Physical Education & Health 
(minimum .5 each) 

English 9 9 Physical Education 9 
English 10 10 Health 9 
English 11 11 
English 12 12 

Mathematics (minimum 4) World Language (minimum 2) 
Pre-Algebra 9 Spanish I 9, 10 
Algebra I 9 Spanish II 10, 11 
Geometry 10 Spanish III 11, 12 

Course K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
English Language Arts X X X X X X X X X 
Mathematics X X X X X X X X X 
Science X X X X X X X X X 
Social Studies X X X X X X X X X 
Health X X X X X X X X X 
Physical Education X X X X X X X X X 
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Algebra II 11 
Pre-Calculus 12 
Consumer Math 12 

Science (minimum 3) 
Visual, Performing & Applied 
Arts (minimum 1) 

Earth Science 9 History to Scale 11, 12 
Biology 10 Integrated Fine Arts Any 
Chemistry 11, 12 
Physics 11 
Aerospace I 9, 10 
Aerospace II 11, 12 
Fundamentals of Agriculture Any 
Botany Any 
Zoology Any 
Aviation 10-12
Ag Leadership Any 
Social Studies (minimum 3) Virtual Courses*** 
US History & Geography 9 Michigan Virtual Any 
World History & Geography 10, 11 
Civics / Economics 10, 11 
Lessons of the Vietnam War Any 
Impact of American Media in 
History 10-12

Off Campus Courses 

Global Studies Any 
Current Issues Any 
Michigan History Any 

* The Academy updates course offerings each school year based on the needs and interests of students as well as
teacher certification.  As a result some courses are rotated and are not offered each year.  All core subjects are
taught every year and high school students are required to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit
Curriculum.

**If students are not required to take a course at a specific grade level, “any” is used for the grade indication. 

***Virtual Courses are defined as any course(s) that are delivered using the internet.  
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METHODS OF PUPIL ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.5, the Academy shall properly administer all state-mandated academic assessments identified in the Code, 
as applicable, and all academic assessments identified in the Public School Academy Chartering Policies 
adopted by the University Board, as applicable, in accordance with the requirements detailed in the Master 
Calendar annually issued by the Center. 

The Academy shall authorize the Center to have access to the Academy’s Student/School Data Applications 
through the Center for Educational Performance and Information and to the electronic reporting system 
administered by the Michigan Department of Education to access the Academy’s state assessment results, 
as applicable. The Academy shall ensure that those involved with the administration of these assessments 
are properly trained and adhere to the ethical standards and testing procedures associated with these 
assessments. 

 

Academic Assessments to Be Administered: 
 
Assessments as identified in Schedule 7b of this Contract and all state-mandated assessments.   
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APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT OF STUDENTS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Sections 
6.6 and 6.16, the Academy shall comply with the application and enrollment requirements identified in this 
Schedule. 

 

Enrollment Limits 

The Academy will offer kindergarten through twelfth grade. The maximum enrollment shall be 864 students 
across the two sites identified in Schedule 6 of the Contract. Enrollment will be distributed over the sites as 
follows: 
 

Millburg Campus: No more than 270 students may be served at this Site. 
Meadowbrook Campus: No more than 840 students may be served at this Site. 

 
At no time may the combined enrollment of the two sites exceed 864 students.  
 
The Academy Board will annually adopt maximum enrollment figures prior to its application and 
enrollment period. 
 

Requirements 

Section 504 of the Code provides that public school academies shall not charge tuition and shall not 
discriminate in its pupil admissions policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, 
measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a student with a disability, or any other basis that would be 
illegal if used by a Michigan school district. However, a public school academy may limit admission to 
pupils who are within a particular range of age or grade level or on any other basis that would be legal if 
used by a Michigan school district and may give enrollment priority as provided below. 

 Academy enrollment shall be open to all individuals who reside in Michigan. Except for a foreign 
exchange student who is not a United States citizen, a public school academy shall not enroll a 
pupil who is not a Michigan resident. 

 Academy admissions may be limited to pupils within a particular age range/grade level or on any 
other basis that would be legal if used by a Michigan school district. 

 The Academy shall allow any pupil who was enrolled in the Academy in the immediately preceding 
school year to enroll in the Academy unless the appropriate grade is not offered. 

 No student may be denied participation in the application process due to lack of student records. 

 If the Academy receives more applications for enrollment than there are spaces available, pupils 
shall be selected for enrollment through a random selection drawing. 

 The Academy may give enrollment priority to one (1) or more of the following: 

 A sibling of a pupil enrolled in the Academy. 

 A pupil who transfers to the Academy from another public school pursuant to a matriculation 
agreement between the Academy and other public school that provides for this enrollment priority, 
if all of the following requirements are met: 

1. Each public school that enters into the matriculation agreement remains a separate and 
independent public school. 
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2. The Academy shall select at least 5% of its pupils for enrollment using a random selection 
process. 

3. The matriculation agreement allows any pupil who was enrolled at any time during 
elementary school in a public school that is party to the matriculation agreement and who 
was not expelled from the public school to enroll in the public school academy giving 
enrollment priority under the matriculation agreement. 

 A child, including an adopted child or legal ward, of a person who is employed by or at the 
Academy or who is on the Academy Board.  

 

Matriculation Agreement 

 The Academy Board may enter into a matriculation agreement with another public school pursuant 
to section 504(4) of the Code.  

 However, before the Academy Board approves a matriculation agreement, the Academy shall 
provide a draft copy of the agreement to the Center for review.  

 Any matriculation agreement entered into by the Academy shall be added to this Schedule 7f 
through a contract amendment approved in accordance with Article IX in the Terms and Conditions 
of this Contract. 

 

Application Process 

 The Academy shall make reasonable effort to advertise its enrollment openings. 

 The Academy’s open enrollment period shall be a minimum of two weeks (14 calendar days) in 
duration and shall include evening and weekend times.  

 The Academy shall accept applications all year. If openings occur during the academic year, 
students shall be enrolled. If openings do not exist, applicants shall be placed on the official waiting 
list. The waiting list shall cease to exist at the beginning of the Academy’s next open enrollment 
period. 

 In the event there are openings in the class for which students have applied, students shall be 
admitted according to the official waiting list. The position on the waiting list shall be determined 
by the random selection drawing. If there is no waiting list, students shall be admitted on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

 The Academy may neither close the application period nor hold a random selection drawing for 
unauthorized grades prior to receipt of written approval from the Center. 

 

Legal Notice or Advertisement 

 The Academy shall provide legal notice or advertisement of the application and enrollment process 
in a local newspaper of general circulation. A copy of the legal notice or advertisement shall be 
forwarded to the Center. 

 At a minimum, the legal notice or advertisement must include: 

1. The process and/or location(s) for requesting and submitting applications. 

2. The beginning date and the ending date of the application period. 
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3. The date, time, and place the random selection drawing(s) will be held, if needed. 

 The legal notice or advertisement of the application period shall be designed to inform individuals 
that are most likely to be interested in attending the Academy. 

 The Academy, being an equal opportunity educational institution, shall be committed to good-faith 
affirmative action efforts to seek out, create and serve a diverse student body. 

 

Re-enrolling Students 

 The Academy shall notify parents or guardians of all enrolled students of the deadline for notifying 
the Academy that they wish to re-enroll their child. 

 If the Academy Board has a sibling preference policy, the re-enrollment notice must also request 
that the parent or guardian indicate whether a sibling(s) seeks to enroll for the upcoming academic 
year. 

 An enrolled student who does not re-enroll by the specified date can only apply to the Academy 
during the application period for new students. 

 An applicant on the waiting list at the time a new application period begins must reapply as a new 
student. 

 After collecting the parent or guardian responses, the Academy must determine the following: 

1. The number of students who have re-enrolled per grade or grouping level. 

2. The number of siblings seeking admission for the upcoming academic year per grade. 

3. If space is unavailable, the Academy must develop a waiting list for siblings of re-enrolled 
students. 

4. The number of spaces remaining, per grade, after enrollment of current students and 
siblings. 

 

Random Selection Drawing 

A random selection drawing is required if the number of applications exceeds the number of available 
spaces. Prior to the application period, the Academy shall: 

 Establish written procedures for conducting a random selection drawing. 

 Establish the maximum number of spaces available per grade or age grouping level.  

 Establish the date, time, place and person to conduct the random selection drawing. 

 Notify the Center of both the application period and the date of the random selection drawing, if 
needed. The Center may have a representative on-site to monitor the random selection drawing 
process. 

The Academy shall use a credible, impartial individual who is not employed by, under contract with, a 
member of the Board of, or otherwise affiliated with the Academy to conduct the random selection drawing. 
Further, the Academy shall: 

 Conduct the random selection drawing in a manner that is open to parents, community members 
and members of the public who want to observe the process. 
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 Use numbers, letters, or another system that guarantees fairness and does not give an advantage to 
any applicant. 

The Academy shall notify applicants not chosen in the random selection drawing that they were not selected 
and that their name has been placed on the Academy’s official waiting list for openings that may occur 
during the academic year. Students shall appear on the official waiting list in the order they were selected 
in the random selection drawing. 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.7, the Academy shall comply with the school calendar and school day schedule requirements identified 
in this Schedule.  
 
School Calendar 
 
The Academy’s school calendar shall comply with Sections 1175, 1284, and, if applicable, 1284a and 
1284b, of the Code. The Academy’s school calendar shall also comply with the minimum requirements 
set forth in Section 101 of the School Aid Act of 1979 (MCL 388.1701). The Academy Board must 
submit a copy of the Academy’s school calendar to the Center in accordance with the Master Calendar. 
 
School Day Schedule 
 
The Academy Board must structure the Academy’s school day schedule to meet the required number of 
instructional days and hours. The Academy Board must submit the school day schedule to the Center 
prior to the commencement of each academic year. 
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AGE OR GRADE RANGE FOR PUPILS TO BE ENROLLED 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.8, the Academy shall comply with the age or grade ranges as stated in this Schedule.  
 
The Academy will enroll students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.  
 
Students of the Academy will be children who have reached the age of 5 by the dates outlined in the 
Code. 



CONTRACT SCHEDULE 8 
 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
THE PUBLIC AND THE CENTER 

 



Schedule 8-1  Countryside Academy 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND THE CENTER 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article XI, Section 
11.9, the Academy shall comply with this Schedule. 
 
Information Available to the Public and the Center 
 
The Code provides that the board of directors of a public school academy shall make information 
concerning its operation and management available to the public and to the Center in the same manner as 
is required by state law for school districts. 
 
The Code provides that the board of directors of a public school academy shall collect, maintain, and make 
available to the public and the Center, in accordance with Applicable Law and the Contract, at least all of 
the following information concerning the operation and management of the Academy: 
 

1. A copy of the Academy’s Charter Contract. 
2. A list of currently serving members of the Academy Board, including name, address, and term 

of office.  
3. Copies of policies approved by the Academy Board. 
4. The Academy Board meeting agendas and minutes.  
5. The budget approved by the Academy Board and of any amendments to the budget.  
6. Copies of bills paid for amounts of $10,000.00 or more, as submitted to the Academy Board. 
7. Quarterly financial reports submitted to the Center. 
8. A current list of teachers and administrators working at the Academy that includes individual 

salaries as submitted to the Registry of Educational Personnel.  
9. Copies of the teaching or administrator's certificates or permits of current teaching and 

administrative staff.  
10. Evidence of compliance with the criminal background and records checks and unprofessional 

conduct check required under sections 1230, 1230a, and 1230b of the Code for all teachers and 
administrators working at the Academy. 

11. Curriculum documents and materials given to the Center. 
12. Proof of insurance as required by the Contract. 
13. Copies of facility leases or deeds, or both. 
14. Copies of any equipment leases. 
15. Copies of any management contracts or services contracts approved by the Academy Board.  
16. All health and safety reports and certificates, including those relating to fire safety, environmental 

matters, asbestos inspection, boiler inspection, and food service. 
17. Annual financial audits and any management letters issued as part of the Academy’s annual 

financial audit, required under Article VI, Section 6.11 of the Terms and Conditions of this 
Contract.  

18. Any other information specifically required under the Code. 
 
Information to be Provided by the Academy’s Educational Service Provider (if any) 
 
Pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, Section 3.6, the University 
Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according to the position 
information outlined in Schedule 5. Any Educational Service Provider Management Agreement entered 
into by the Academy must contain a provision requiring the Educational Service Provider to provide to the 
Academy Board information concerning the operation and management of the Academy (including without 
limitation, but not limited to, the items identified above and annually the information that a school district 
is required to disclose under Section 18(2) of the State School Aid Act of 1979, MCL 388.1618) available 
to the Academy Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations under Section 11.9(a) 
of the Terms and Conditions of Contract.  
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 1 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2022, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY (the "Academy"), the 
parties agree to amend the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend the Terms and Conditions of Contract by replacing the language contained within 
Article X, Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy T rmination of Contract 
and Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Tem1ination of Contract, with 
the corresponding language attached as Tab 1. 

2.) Amend Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, by replacing the language contained within Article 
XIII, Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons, with the language 
attached as Tab 2. 

3.) Amend Schedule 7, Section b: Educational Goal and Related Measures, by replacing the 
materials contained therein with the materials attached as Tab 3. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of July 1, 2024. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

fi�d� 
By: G e.v ¥ h g_ h 0-:-t,\.IA.>

Countryside Academy 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: t,Ji 2 /2 o 2. t' 
� I I 

06/18/2024
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Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract. The Academy Board, 
by majority vote of its Directors, may, at any time and for any reason, request termination of this Contract. 
The Academy Board’s request for termination shall be made to the Center Director not less than six (6) 
calendar months in advance of the Academy’s proposed effective date of termination. Upon receipt of an 
Academy request for termination, the Center Director shall present the Academy Board’s request for 
termination to the University Board. A copy of the Academy Board’s resolution approving of the Contract 
termination, including a summary of the reasons for terminating the Contract, shall be included with the 
Academy Board’s request for termination. After receipt of the Academy Board’s request for termination, 
the University Board shall consider the Academy’s request no later than its next regularly scheduled 
meeting. The University Board shall make a final determination and vote on the proposed termination 
request within 90 days of receipt of the request from the Academy. The University Board may, in its sole 
discretion, waive the six (6) month advance notice requirement for terminating this Contract. 
  

Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract. The University 
Board, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to terminate the Contract (i) for any reason or for no reason 
provided that such termination shall not take place less than six (6) months from the date of the University 
Board’s action; (ii) if there is a change in Applicable Law that the University Board, in its sole discretion, 
determines impairs its rights and obligations under the Contract or requires the University Board to make 
changes in the Contract that are not in the best interest of the University Board or the University; or (iii) if 
exigent circumstances exist that the University Board determines, in its sole discretion, that termination of 
this Contract is required to protect the health, safety, or welfare of the Academy students, property, or funds 
that cannot be cured in a reasonable period as determined solely by the University Board, then such 
termination shall take effect at the end of the current Academy fiscal year. Following University Board 
approval, the Center Director shall provide notice of the termination to the Academy. If during the period 
between the University Board action to terminate and the effective date of termination, the Academy has 
violated the Contract or Applicable Law, the Contract may be revoked or suspended sooner pursuant to this 
Article X. If this Contract is terminated pursuant to this Section 10.5, the revocation procedures in Section 
10.6 shall not apply.  
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Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons. As required by Applicable 
Law, any Director, officer or employee of the Academy, who enters into a contract with the Academy, that 
meets the definition of contract under the statute on Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities, Act 
No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall 
comply with the public disclosure requirements set forth in Section 3 of the statute.  

 The University Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according 
to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any 
individual from being employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the 
Academy Board shall be an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the 
University for any purpose. With respect to Academy Board employees, the Academy shall have the power 
and responsibility to (i) select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; 
(iii) dismiss employees; and (iv) control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the 
employee carries out his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ 
compensation insurance and unemployment insurance for its employees. The Academy Board may contract 
with an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide 
personnel to perform services or work at the Academy. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to perform services or to provide personnel 
to perform services or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational 
Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. A copy of the agreement between the Academy Board and 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company shall be included as part of Schedule 5. 
 
 The Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, Act No. 566 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants With Public Entities 
statute, Act No. 371 of the Public Acts of 1968, of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall 
ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest. Language in this Section controls 
over section 1203 of the Code. The following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest: 

 
(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 

director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy;  

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy Board 

employee; 
 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent contractor 
to the Academy; 

 
(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 

governing board of another public school;  
 

(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 
employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 

(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership or 
financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 



No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-
law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 
(a) Is employed by the Academy Board; 
 
(b) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 
 
(c) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical or other 

significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company; 
and 

 
(d) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement with the 

Academy.  
 

(e) Is a current Academy Board member.   
  
 The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services to, the 
Academy. For purposes of this sub-section, familial relationship means a person’s mother, mother-in-law, 
father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-
law, spouse or domestic partner. 
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EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.2, the Academy shall achieve or demonstrate measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the 
achievement of the educational goal identified in this schedule. Although an increase in academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils as measured by assessments and other objective criteria is the most 
important factor in determining the Academy’s progress toward the achievement of the educational goal, 
the Center also considers other factors. Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written 
report, along with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. In 
addition, the University expects the Academy will meet the State of Michigan’s accreditation standards 
pursuant to state and federal law. 
 
Educational Goal to be Achieved 
Prepare students academically for success in college, work and life. 
 
Measures to Assist In Determining Measurable Progress Toward Goal Achievement 
To assist in determining whether the Academy is achieving measurable progress toward the achievement 
of this goal, the Center will annually assess the Academy’s performance using the following measures. 
 
Measure 1: Student Achievement 
The academic achievement of all students who have been at the academy for one or more years1 in 
grades 3-8 will be assessed using the following measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing the current, spring, grade-level 
national norms2 on the NWEA Growth 
reading and math tests administered in the 
spring. 

Distribution (which will be in the form of percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

50% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing spring grade-level national norms 
over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students categorized as 
proficient or advanced on the most recent 
state assessment will surpass the school’s 
Composite Resident District (CRD) 
percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 One or more years students (also called 1+ students) are students who are enrolled in the academy on or before count day and are still enrolled at the end of a given 
academic year.   
2 Grade level national norms are updated periodically by NWEA following comprehensive norming studies. The Center will use the most updated national norms 
published by NWEA and will inform the Academy when the norms are updated and how the updated norms may impact analysis and performance reporting. 
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Measure 2: Student Growth 
The academic growth of all students in grades 3-8 at the Academy will be assessed using the following 
measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The median of student growth percentiles (MGP) 
reflecting fall-to-spring scaled score growth on the 
reading and math NWEA Growth tests. 

MGP: 
Exceeds ≥ 65th 
Meets ≥ 50th 
Approaching ≥ 45th 
Does not meet < 45th 

Reading: 
50 

Math: 
50 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students making at least one year’s 
growth over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be 
in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The mean student growth percentile reflecting growth 
on the two most recent state assessments will surpass 
the school’s Composite Resident District. 

Portfolio Distribution 
(which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This space left intentionally blank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule 7b-3  Countryside Academy 

Measure 3: Post-Secondary Readiness: Grades 9-11 
The ‘on-track’ towards college readiness rates of all students in grades 9-11 will be assessed using the 
following measures and targets. 
 

Indicator Measure Metric Target 
Career and 

College 
Readiness 

(CCR) 
Standard: 

The percentage of full 
academic year students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career and college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) in Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing 
(EBRW) and Math. 

For Math & EBRW, distribution (which will be in the 
form of percentages): 
 
Exceeds: % CCR > state average by 20% or more 
Meets: School % CCR – State Average ≥ 0% ≤ 20% 
Approaching: School % CCR – State Average < 0% ≥ - 
20% 
Does Not Meet: School % CCR – State Average < -20% 
 

EBRW: Current State 
Average 

Math: Current State 
Average 

 
 

In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 

Trend Over- 
Time: 

The percentage of full 
academic year students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career and college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) in EBRW 
and Math over time (CY-
AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)) . 
 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

High School 
Growth: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
expected growth between 
College Board (PSAT/SAT) 
assessments from spring to 
spring. 

For Math & EBRW, distribution (which will be in the 
form of percentages): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 
 

50% 

Comparative 
Career & 

College 
Readiness: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career & college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) will surpass 
the school’s Composite 
Resident District percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 
 

+5% 

Comparative 
Graduation 

Rate: 

The 4-year graduation rate 
for students at the academy 
will meet or surpass the 
school’s Composite Resident 
District’s 4-year 
graduation rate. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 
 

0% 
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 2 
 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 
 

 In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the “Contract”), 
dated July 1, 2022, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the “University Board”) to COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY (the “Academy”), as 
amended, the parties agree to further amend the Contract as follows:  
 
1.) Amend Schedule 6: Physical Plant Description, by replacing the materials contained 

therein with the materials attached as Tab 1.  
 
The changes identified in Section 1 shall be effective upon issuance of a Certificate of Use 
and Occupancy by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau 
of Construction Codes (“BCC”). The facility at the Elementary Site, located at 4722 
Meadowbrook Rd., Benton Harbor, MI 49022, may not be used or occupied until a 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy, issued by the BCC, is secured. 

 
2.) Amend Schedule 7, Section f: Application and Enrollment of Students, by replacing the 

Enrollment Limits contained therein with the following: 
 
“Enrollment Limits 
The Academy will offer kindergarten through twelfth grade. The maximum enrollment 
shall be 1,032 students across the two sites identified in Schedule 6 of the Contract. 
Enrollment will be distributed over the sites as follows: 
 

Elementary Site: No more than 475 students may be served at this Site. 
Middle and High School Site: No more than 557 students may be served at this 
Site. 

 
At no time may the combined enrollment of the two sites exceed 1,032 students. 
 
The Academy Board will annually adopt maximum enrollment figures prior to its 
application and enrollment period.” 
 
The changes identified in Section 2 shall have an effective date of July 1, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This space left intentionally blank. 
 
 
 



This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

7 , 

By: G(._c>Vj,<. 11 Ml M �<.tS .ro

Countryside Academy 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

07/22/2024
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PHYSICAL PLANT DESCRIPTION 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article XI, 
Section 11.5, the Academy is authorized to operate at the physical facility or facilities outlined in 
this schedule. The Academy shall not occupy or use any facility until approved for occupancy by 
the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Construction Codes. 
 
Physical Plant Description ........................................................................................................... 6-1 
Financing Documents .................................................................................................................. 6-4 
Site Plan ....................................................................................................................................... 6-5 
 

a. Elementary Site 
Floor Plan ......................................................................................................................... 6-6 
Property Ownership Documentation................................................................................ 6-7 
Certificate(s) of Use and Occupancy ............................................................................... 6-8 

 
b. Middle and High School Site 

Floor Plans ....................................................................................................................... 6-9 
Covenant Deed ............................................................................................................... 6-17 
Office of Fire Safety Approvals ..................................................................................... 6-19 
Certificates of Use and Occupancy ................................................................................ 6-23 
 

 



1.  Applicable Law requires that a public school academy application and contract 
must contain a description of and the address for the proposed physical plant in which the public 
school academy will be located. See MCL 380.502(3)(i) and 380.503(6)(f);  
 

2.  The address and a description of the site and physical plant (the “Site”) of 
Countryside Academy (the "Academy") is as follows: 
 

a. Elementary Site 
 
Address:  4722 Meadowbrook Rd. 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
 

Description:  This Site is approximately 37.3 acres and includes a 38,600 square foot facility. 
The facility at this Site includes 19 classrooms, a music room, several intervention 
rooms, seven restrooms, a cafeteria, kitchen, storage areas, teacher work room, 
conference room, mechanical rooms, and office areas.  The playground area is 
located southwest of the elementary building, includes a large play structure, 
swings, and several small independent play structures.  

 
Configuration of Grade Levels: Kindergarten through Fifth Grade.  
 
Term of Use:  Term of Contract. 
 
Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 
 
Local:   Benton Harbor Area Schools  
ISD:  Berrien RESA 
 

b. Middle and High School Site 
 

Address:  4800 Meadowbrook Rd. 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
 

Description:  This Site is approximately 98 acres in size and includes woodlots, ponds, a stream, 
prairie, gardens and cropland. The Site also includes two playground areas. The 
playground area located off of the main parking lot, on the North West corner, 
includes a play structure, basketball goal and four square court. The other 
playground area, located behind the main building, on the South East corner, 
contains a climbing structure, swings and a 40’ x 160’ asphalt slab with basketball 
goals.  

 
The main building at this Site is approximately 92,212 square feet and includes 22 
classrooms, a science laboratory, offices, eight restrooms, storage areas, 
mechanical rooms, a staff lounge, a full size gymnasium with dressing rooms, an 
auxiliary gym, and a large open laboratory/demonstration area known as the “wet 
lab.”  
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Included on the same site is an approximately 13,612 square foot modular building, 
which was the original school facility. This building was renovated and updated in 
2014 and now includes eight classrooms, two offices, two restrooms and two locker 
rooms. There is also a single-classroom modular that is approximately 616 square 
feet. It contains a restroom, closet and storage room. In 2004, an additional building 
was added to the Site. It is constructed of steel frame and metal and is approximately 
6,000 square feet. This building is used for aviation/CTE instruction and houses a 
classroom, two restrooms, an office and storage and mechanical rooms. 

In 2019, an agricultural science barn (referred to as the Agricultural Resource 
Center, or The ARC) was added to the east of the main building. The exterior façade 
is metal vertical siding, including four feet of concrete on the east and south walls.  
The facility includes a barn, a greenhouse, two classrooms, livestock pens, livestock 
showing arena, office space, storage space, two restrooms, a kitchenette and a 
conference center. Adjacent to The ARC is the greenhouse. The greenhouse is 
approximately 1,800 square feet and is constructed of fire resistant plastic with a 
concrete floor and includes germination benches. As part of the 2019 site changes, 
the greenhouse was located to its current place, just east of The ARC. Prior to its 
relocation in 2019, the greenhouse was located near the facility that is now used for 
aviation/CTE instruction. 

Configuration of Grade Levels: Sixth through Twelfth Grade. 

Term of Use:  Term of Contract. 

Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 

Local: Benton Harbor Area Schools 
ISD: Berrien RESA 

3. It is acknowledged and agreed that the information identified below, about this
Site, is provided on the following pages, or must be provided to the satisfaction of the University 
Board or its designee, before the Academy may operate as a public school in this state. 

A. Narrative description of physical facility
B. Size of building
C. Scaled floor plan
D. Copy of executed lease or purchase agreement

4. In addition, the Academy and the University Board hereby acknowledge and agree
that this Contract is being issued to the Academy with the understanding that the Academy cannot 
conduct classes as a public school academy in this state until it has obtained the necessary fire, 
health and safety approvals for the above-described physical facility. These approvals must be 
provided and be acceptable to the University Board or its designee prior to the Academy operating 
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as a public school. In cases of disagreement, the Academy may not begin operations without the 
consent of the University Board or its designee. 

5. If the Site described above is not used as the physical facilities for the Academy,
then Schedule 6 of this Contract between the Academy and the University Board must be amended 
pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract, to designate, describe, and agree 
upon the Academy's physical facilities. The Academy must submit to the University Board or its 
designee complete information about the new site to be actually used. This information includes 
that described in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this Schedule 6. It is acknowledged and agreed that the 
public school academy cannot conduct classes as a public school in this state until it has submitted 
all the information described above, to the satisfaction of the University Board or its designee, and 
the amendment regarding the new site has been executed. 

6. Any change in the configuration of grade levels at the Site requires an amendment
to this Schedule 6 pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract set forth above. 
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PROMISSORY NOTE

Principal Loan Date Maturity Loan No Call / Coll Account Officer Initials
$8,903,563.72 12-06-2024 12-06-2044 70106153 1E1 / 713 C002889 DDT

References in the boxes above are for Lender's use only and do not limit the applicability of this document to any particular loan or item.
Any item above containing "***" has been omitted due to text length limitations.

Borrower: COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY
4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD
BENTON HARBOR, MI 49022-9629

Lender: First State Bank of Middlebury
Eddy Street Office
1015 South Bend Ave
South Bend, IN 46617

Principal Amount: $8,903,563.72 Date of Note: December 6, 2024
EVIDENCE OF INDEBTEDNESS. THOUGH TITLED "PROMISSORY NOTE", THIS EVIDENCE OF INDEBETEDNESS IN AN OBLIGATION OF THE
BORROWER, A MICHIGAN PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY, PURSUANT TO SECTION 1351a OF THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE, MCL 380.1351a
("SECTION 1351a") IT MAY BE REFERENCED IN THIS AND OTHER DOCUMENTATION PREPARED BY THE LENDER AS A NOTE, A LOAN, OR
A BOND BUT IN ALL SUCH INSTANCES SUCH REFERENCES ARE INTEDED TO REFER TO AND SHALL REFER TOP THIS OBLIGATION ISSUED
UNDER SECTION 1351a.

THIS OBLIGATION IS A FULL FAITH AND CREDIT GENERAL OBLIGATION OF THE BORROWER. THIS OBLIGATION AND THE INTEREST
HEREON ARE PAYABLE, AS A FIRST BUDGET OBLIGATION, FROM ANY FUNDS OF THE BORROWER AVAILABLE THEREFORE.

PROMISE TO PAY. COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY ("Borrower") promises to pay to First State Bank of Middlebury ("Lender"), or order, in lawful
money of the United States of America, the principal amount of Eight Million Nine Hundred Three Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-three & 72/100
Dollars ($8,903,563.72), together with interest on the unpaid principal balance from December 6, 2024, until paid in full.

PAYMENT. Borrower will pay this loan in full immediately upon Lender's demand. If no demand is made, subject to any payment changes
resulting from changes in the Index, Borrower will pay this loan in accordance with the following payment schedule, which calculates interest on
the unpaid principal balances as described in the "INTEREST CALCULATION METHOD" paragraph using the interest rates described in this
paragraph: 60 monthly consecutive principal and interest payments in the initial amount of $62,932.28 each, beginning January 6, 2025, with
interest calculated on the unpaid principal balances using an initial interest rate of 5.750%; 179 monthly consecutive principal and interest
payments in the initial estimated amount of $62,891.22 each, beginning January 6, 2030, with interest calculated on the unpaid principal
balances using an interest rate based on the The FHLB 5-Year Borrowing Rate (currently 4.480%), plus a margin of 1.260%, resulting in an
initial interest rate of 5.740%; and one principal and interest payment of $62,890.19 on December 6, 2044, with interest calculated on the
unpaid principal balances using an interest rate based on the The FHLB 5-Year Borrowing Rate (currently 4.480%), plus a margin of 1.260%,
resulting in an initial interest rate of 5.740%. This estimated final payment is based on the assumption that all payments will be made exactly
as scheduled and that the Index does not change; the actual final payment will be for all principal and accrued interest not yet paid, together
with any other unpaid amounts under this Note. Unless otherwise agreed or required by applicable law, payments will be applied first to any
accrued unpaid interest; and then to principal. Borrower will pay Lender at Lender's address shown above or at such other place as Lender may
designate in writing.

VARIABLE INTEREST RATE. For the first 60 payments, the interest rate on this loan will be 5.750%. Thereafter, the interest rate on this Note
is subject to change from time to time based on changes in an independent index which is the The FHLB 5-Year Borrowing Rate (the "Index").
The Index is not necessarily the lowest rate charged by Lender on its loans. If Lender determines, in its sole discretion, that the Index for this
Note has become unavailable or unreliable, either temporarily, indefinitely, or permanently, during the term of this Note, Lender may amend this
Note by designating a substantially similar substitute index. Lender may also amend and adjust any margin corresponding to the Index being
substituted to accompany the substitute index. Margins corresponding to the Index are described in the "Payments" section. The change to the
margin may be a positive or negative value, or zero. In making these amendments, Lender may take into consideration any then-prevailing
market convention for selecting a substitute index and margin for the specific Index that is unavailable or unreliable. Such an amendment to the
terms of this Note will become effective and bind Borrower 10 business days after Lender gives written notice to Borrower without any action
or consent of the Borrower. Lender will tell Borrower the current Index rate upon Borrower's request. The interest rate change will not occur
more often than each 60 months. Borrower understands that Lender may make loans based on other rates as well. The Index currently is
4.480% per annum. The interest rate or rates to be applied to the unpaid principal balance during this Note will be the rate or rates set forth
herein in the "Payment" section. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Note, after the first payment stream, the interest rate for each
subsequent payment stream will be effective as of the due date of the last payment in the just-ending payment stream. NOTICE: Under no
circumstances will the interest rate on this Note be less than 5.000% per annum or more than (except for any higher default rate shown below)
the lesser of 12.000% per annum or the maximum rate allowed by applicable law. Whenever changes occur in the interest rate, Lender, at its
option, may do one or more of the following: (A) change Borrower's payments by setting a new payment amount calculated by amortizing the
outstanding principal balance at the new interest rate over the remaining term of the loan, (B) increase Borrower's payments to cover accruing
interest if the interest rate adjustment is an increase, (C) change the number of Borrower's payments, and (D) continue Borrower's payments
at the same amount and change Borrower's final payment amount.

INTEREST CALCULATION METHOD. Interest on this Note is computed on a 365/360 basis; that is, by applying the ratio of the interest rate
over a year of 360 days, multiplied by the outstanding principal balance, multiplied by the actual number of days the principal balance is
outstanding. All interest payable under this Note is computed using this method.

PREPAYMENT PENALTY; MINIMUM INTEREST CHARGE. In any event, even upon full prepayment of this Note, Borrower understands that
Lender is entitled to a minimum interest charge of $20.00. Upon Borrower's voluntary prepayment of this Note, Lender is entitled to the
following prepayment penalty: “In the event of prepayment, in whole or in part, upon any refinance of this loan by another financial institution a
prepayment penalty rate shall be assessed as follows: If the prepayment occurs on or before the first anniversary date of the loan, the
prepayment penalty will equal five percent (5%) of the current principal balance. If the prepayment occurs after the first anniversary date, but on
or before the second anniversary date, the prepayment penalty will equal four percent (4%) of the current principal balance. If the prepayment
occurs after the second anniversary date, but on or before the third anniversary date, the prepayment penalty will equal three percent (3%) of
the current principal balance. If the prepayment occurs after the third anniversary date, but on or before the fourth anniversary date, the
prepayment penalty will equal three percent (3%) of the current principal balance. If the prepayment occurs after the fourth anniversary date,
but on or before the fifth anniversary date, the prepayment penalty will equal three percent (3%) of the current principal balance. If the
prepayment occurs after the fifth anniversary date, but on or before the sixth anniversary date, the prepayment penalty will equal three percent
(3%) of the current principal balance. Prepayment penalty shall not apply if the prepayment occurs after the sixth anniversary date.”

Other than Borrower's obligation to pay any minimum interest charge and prepayment penalty, Borrower may pay all or a portion of the amount
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owed earlier than it is due. Early payments will not, unless agreed to by Lender in writing, relieve Borrower of Borrower's obligation to continue
to make payments under the payment schedule. Rather, early payments will reduce the principal balance due and may result in Borrower's
making fewer payments. Borrower agrees not to send Lender payments marked "paid in full", "without recourse", or similar language. If
Borrower sends such a payment, Lender may accept it without losing any of Lender's rights under this Note, and Borrower will remain obligated
to pay any further amount owed to Lender. All written communications concerning disputed amounts, including any check or other payment
instrument that indicates that the payment constitutes "payment in full" of the amount owed or that is tendered with other conditions or
limitations or as full satisfaction of a disputed amount must be mailed or delivered to: First State Bank of Middlebury, 111 S Main Street/P.O.
Box 69 Middlebury, IN 46540.

LATE CHARGES. THE LATE CHARGE IS 5.00% OF THE PAYMENT AMOUNT IF A PAYMENT IS MORE THAN 10 DAYS LATE. THE PAYMENT
AMOUNT WILL BE A MINIMUM OF $75.00 UP TO A MAXIMUM OF $500.00.

INTEREST AFTER DEFAULT. Upon default, including failure to pay upon final maturity, the interest rate on this Note shall be increased by
adding an additional 3.000 percentage point margin ("Default Rate Margin"). The Default Rate Margin shall also apply to each succeeding
interest rate change that would have applied had there been no default. After maturity, or after this Note would have matured had there been
no default, the Default Rate Margin will continue to apply to the final interest rate described in this Note. However, in no event will the interest
rate exceed the maximum interest rate limitations under applicable law.

DEFAULT. Each of the following shall constitute an event of default ("Event of Default") under this Note:

Payment Default. Borrower fails to make any payment when due under this Note.

Other Defaults. Borrower fails to comply with or to perform any other term, obligation, covenant or condition contained in this Note or in
any of the related documents or to comply with or to perform any term, obligation, covenant or condition contained in any other agreement
between Lender and Borrower.

Default in Favor of Third Parties. Borrower or any Grantor defaults under any loan, extension of credit, security agreement, purchase or
sales agreement, or any other agreement, in favor of any other creditor or person that may materially affect any of Borrower's property or
Borrower's ability to repay this Note or perform Borrower's obligations under this Note or any of the related documents.

False Statements. Any warranty, representation or statement made or furnished to Lender by Borrower or on Borrower's behalf under this
Note or the related documents is false or misleading in any material respect, either now or at the time made or furnished or becomes false
or misleading at any time thereafter.

Insolvency. The dissolution or termination of Borrower's existence as a going business, the insolvency of Borrower, the appointment of a
receiver for any part of Borrower's property, any assignment for the benefit of creditors, any type of creditor workout, or the
commencement of any proceeding under any bankruptcy or insolvency laws by or against Borrower.

Creditor or Forfeiture Proceedings. Commencement of foreclosure or forfeiture proceedings, whether by judicial proceeding, self-help,
repossession or any other method, by any creditor of Borrower or by any governmental agency against any collateral securing the loan.
This includes a garnishment of any of Borrower's accounts, including deposit accounts, with Lender. However, this Event of Default shall
not apply if there is a good faith dispute by Borrower as to the validity or reasonableness of the claim which is the basis of the creditor or
forfeiture proceeding and if Borrower gives Lender written notice of the creditor or forfeiture proceeding and deposits with Lender monies or
a surety bond for the creditor or forfeiture proceeding, in an amount determined by Lender, in its sole discretion, as being an adequate
reserve or bond for the dispute.

Events Affecting Guarantor. Any of the preceding events occurs with respect to any guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation party
of any of the indebtedness or any guarantor, endorser, surety, or accommodation party dies or becomes incompetent, or revokes or
disputes the validity of, or liability under, any guaranty of the indebtedness evidenced by this Note.

Change In Ownership. Any change in ownership of twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the common stock of Borrower.

Adverse Change. A material adverse change occurs in Borrower's financial condition, or Lender believes the prospect of payment or
performance of this Note is impaired.

Insecurity. Lender in good faith believes itself insecure.

ADJUSTMENTS TO INTEREST RATE. THE INTEREST RATE ON THIS LOAN IS BASED UPON THE REPRESENTATION BY THE BORROWER
THAT THE PRIMARY OPERATING ACCOUNT OR OTHER SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTS OF THE BORROWER AND/OR GUARANTOR WILL BE
MAINTAINED WITH FIRST STATE BANK OF MIDDLEBURY. AT THE OPTION OF THE LENDER, THE INTEREST RATE ON THIS LOAN IS
SUBJECT TO A 1% INCREASE IF AT ANY TIME THE BORROWER'S PRIMARY CHECKING ACCOUNT IS NOT MAINTAINED WITH FIRST STATE
BANK OF MIDDLEBURY. SHOULD BORROWER'S DEPOSIT ACCOUNT CLOSE, THE INTEREST RATE OF THE ACCOUNT WILL INCREASE 1%
AT THE FIRST LOAN PAYMENT DUE DATE FOLLOWING THE DEPOSIT ACCOUNT CLOSURE.

DEPOSITORY ACCOUNTS. BORROWER SHALL MAINTAIN LENDER AS ITS PRINCIPAL DEPOSITORY BANK, INCLUDING FOR THE
MAINTENANCE OF BUSINESS, CASH MANAGEMENT, OPERATING AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS AND FOR THE DEPOSIT OF
ALL REVENUES AND INCOME FROM ITS BUSINESS.

LENDER'S RIGHTS. Upon default, Lender may declare the entire unpaid principal balance under this Note and all accrued unpaid interest
immediately due, and then Borrower will pay that amount. Under all circumstances, the Indebtedness will be repaid without relief from any
Indiana or other valuation and appraisement laws.

ATTORNEYS' FEES; EXPENSES. Lender may hire or pay someone else to help collect this Note if Borrower does not pay. Borrower will pay
Lender that amount. This includes, subject to any limits under applicable law, Lender's attorneys' fees and Lender's legal expenses, whether or
not there is a lawsuit, including without limitation all attorneys' fees and legal expenses for bankruptcy proceedings (including efforts to modify
or vacate any automatic stay or injunction), and appeals. If not prohibited by applicable law, Borrower also will pay any court costs, in addition
to all other sums provided by law.

GOVERNING LAW. This Note will be governed by federal law applicable to Lender and, to the extent not preempted by federal law, the laws of
the State of Indiana without regard to its conflicts of law provisions. This Note has been accepted by Lender in the State of Indiana.

CHOICE OF VENUE. If there is a lawsuit, Borrower agrees upon Lender's request to submit to the jurisdiction of the courts of St. Joseph
County, State of Indiana.

RIGHT OF SETOFF. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Lender reserves a right of setoff in all Borrower's accounts with Lender (whether
checking, savings, or some other account). This includes all accounts Borrower holds jointly with someone else and all accounts Borrower may
open in the future. However, this does not include any IRA or Keogh accounts, or any trust accounts for which setoff would be prohibited by
law. Borrower authorizes Lender, to the extent permitted by applicable law, to charge or setoff all sums owing on the indebtedness against any
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and all such accounts, and, at Lender's option, to administratively freeze all such accounts to allow Lender to protect Lender's charge and setoff
rights provided in this paragraph.

COLLATERAL. Borrower acknowledges this Note is secured by THE FOLLOWING COLLATERAL DESCRIBED IN THE SECURITY INSTRUMENTS
LISTED HEREIN: REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE DATED 02/22/2023 AND MODIFIED 04/15/2020 ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4800
MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR MI 49022 & REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE AND ASSIGNMENT OF RENTS DATED 01/12/2023 AND
MODIFIED 12/06/2024 ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4800 MEADOWBROOK ROAD, BENTON HARBOR MI 49022 & INVENTORY, CHATTEL
PAPER, ACCOUNTS, EQUIPMENT, GENERAL INTANGIBLES AND FIXTURES DESCRIBED IN A COMMERCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENT DATED
12/06/2024.

PRIOR NOTE. LOAN #60104386 ORIGINALLY DATED 01/12/2023 AND LOAN #70101272 ORIGINALLY DATED 04/15/2020.

SUCCESSOR INTERESTS. The terms of this Note shall be binding upon Borrower, and upon Borrower's heirs, personal representatives,
successors and assigns, and shall inure to the benefit of Lender and its successors and assigns.

NOTIFY US OF INACCURATE INFORMATION WE REPORT TO CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCIES. Borrower may notify Lender if Lender
reports any inaccurate information about Borrower's account(s) to a consumer reporting agency. Borrower's written notice describing the
specific inaccuracy(ies) should be sent to Lender at the following address: First State Bank of Middlebury, Eddy Street Office, 1015 South Bend
Ave, South Bend, IN 46617.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS OF AN OBLIGATION OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY. THE PARAGRAPH ABOVE TITLED "GOVERNING LAW",
"CHOICE OF VENUE", AND "COLLATERAL" ARE HEREIN REVISED TO MEAN THAT THE BANK WILL COMPLY WITH ALL LEGAL OBLIGATIONS
SUBJECT TO SECTION 1251a OF THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE. THE PHRASING ''TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW" SHOULD BE
INSERTED AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH NAMED PARAGRAPH ABOVE.

AUTHORIZATION OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY. IN ISSUING THIS OBLIGATION, THE BORROWER REPRESENTS AND WARRANTS TO THE
LENDER THAT IT HAS AND/OR WILL COMPLY IN ALL MATERIAL RESPECTS WITH ANY APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE REVISED
SCHOOL CODE, MICHIGAN PUBLIC ACT 451 OF 1976, AS AMENDED, AND THE REVISED MUNICPAL FINANCE ACT, ICHIGAN PUBLIC ACT
34 OF 2001, AS AMENDED AND OTHER APPLICABLE LAW. IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED AND RECITED THAT ALL ACTS, CONDITIONS AND
THINGS REQUIRED BY LAW, PRECEDENT TO AND IN THE ISSUANCE OF THIS AND ANY OBLIGATION HAVE NEEN DONE, EXIST AND HAVE
HAPPENED IN REGULAR AND DUE TIME AND FORM AS REQUIRED BY LAW, AND THAT THE TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS OF THE BORROWER,
INCLUDING THIS OBLIGATION, DOES NOT EXCEED ANY CONSTITUTIONAL OR STATUTORY LIMITATION.

GENERAL PROVISIONS. This Note is payable on demand. The inclusion of specific default provisions or rights of Lender shall not preclude
Lender's right to declare payment of this Note on its demand. If any part of this Note cannot be enforced, this fact will not affect the rest of the
Note. Lender may delay or forgo enforcing any of its rights or remedies under this Note without losing them. Borrower and any other person
who signs, guarantees or endorses this Note, to the extent allowed by law, waive presentment, demand for payment, and notice of dishonor.
Upon any change in the terms of this Note, and unless otherwise expressly stated in writing, no party who signs this Note, whether as maker,
guarantor, accommodation maker or endorser, shall be released from liability. All such parties agree that Lender may renew or extend
(repeatedly and for any length of time) this loan or release any party or guarantor or collateral; or impair, fail to realize upon or perfect Lender's
security interest in the collateral; and take any other action deemed necessary by Lender without the consent of or notice to anyone. All such
parties also agree that Lender may modify this loan without the consent of or notice to anyone other than the party with whom the modification
is made. The obligations under this Note are joint and several.

PRIOR TO SIGNING THIS NOTE, BORROWER READ AND UNDERSTOOD ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THIS NOTE, INCLUDING THE VARIABLE
INTEREST RATE PROVISIONS. BORROWER AGREES TO THE TERMS OF THE NOTE.

BORROWER ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF A COMPLETED COPY OF THIS PROMISSORY NOTE.

BORROWER:

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY

By:
GEORGE A MCMANUS III, Chairman of the Board of
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY

By:
SARAH R BROOKSHIRE, Lead Administrator of
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY

LENDER:

FIRST STATE BANK OF MIDDLEBURY

X
Dana Trowbridge, Senior Vice President

LaserPro, Ver. 23.3.20.003 Copr. Finastra USA Corporation 1997, 2024. All Rights Reserved. - IN C:\HARLAND\CFI\LPL\D20.FC TR-106153 PR-63

Dec 6, 2024

Sarah Brookshire (Dec 6, 2024 13:52 EST) Dec 6, 2024George A Mcmanus III (Dec 6, 2024 14:04 EST) Dec 6, 2024
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Parcel Number 03-0036-0008-02-0
Property Address MEADOWBROOK RD

BENTON HARBOR MI 49022
Brief
Tax Description

SPLIT ON 01/12/2023 FROM 03-0036-0008-00-1; BEG AT A PT THAT IS 150' N88DEG12'26"W (DEEDED W) OF THE NE COR OF THE W1/2 OF THE
SE1/4 OF SEC 36 T4S R18W SD NE COR BEING 1314.42' N88DEG12'26"W (DEEDED W) OF THE E1/4 COR OF SD SEC TH S01DEG12'35"W (DEEDED
S)
(Note: Not to be used on legal documents)

Class 101
School District 11010
Map # 036-3
Acres 36.96
Liber/Page 3381/1875
Plate Number 23 LS

Year Assessed Value State Equalized Value Taxable Value

2022 $0 $0 $0

2021 $0 $0 $0

2020 $0 $0 $0

Summary

Owners

Owner
COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY

4800 MEADOWBROOK RD
BENTON HARBOR, MI 49022

Tax Payer

Valuation

Berrien County assumes no legal responsibility for the information contained herein, which is
provided "AS IS" with no warranties of any kind.
|  User Privacy Policy |  GDPR Privacy Notice
Last Data Upload: 7/2/2024, 1:03:22 AM

Contact Us Developed by

Berrien County, MI

7/2/24, 9:16 AM Beacon - Berrien County, MI - Report: 11-03-0036-0008-02-0

https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=485648615&KeyValue=11-03-003… 1/1
Schedule 6-7 Countryside Academy

https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=77909294&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=77909294&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=77909294&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=77909294&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=497065331&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=346&LayerID=4427&PageTypeID=4&PageID=2617&Q=497065331&KeyValue=11-03-0036-0008-02-0
https://www.schneidergis.com/privacypolicy
https://www.schneidergis.com/privacypolicy
https://www.schneidergis.com/gdprprivacynotice
https://www.schneidergis.com/gdprprivacynotice
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/LastUpdated.aspx?BaseDoc=BerrienCountyMI&AppID=346
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/LastUpdated.aspx?BaseDoc=BerrienCountyMI&AppID=346
http://schneidergis.com/
http://schneidergis.com/
http://schneidergis.com/
http://schneidergis.com/


Building Permit No: BLDG22-01926

4800 MEADOWBROOK RD

BENTON HARBOR, MI 49022

COUNTY: BERRIEN

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group E, Education and Construction Type 2B is approved for use 

and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

07/16/2024Print Date:

Schedule 6-8 Countryside Academy
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CEFTiF!CATION DOES NOT REFLECT 
tO.SSIBLE HOMESTEAD DENlAl. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That !hero are no Tax Liens or Tilt,.: !;· !J 
by the State or any Individual• 11· inst U1e wltl'Ji;1 -; ::-: · ' :1 ancf all Taxes on samo are pr,id !or i'ive ye•,,-.,,·,:,;, i:•: · , i,a 
dilt.3 ofthl3 instnimsnt, as ��pp�}fli'�� by thu :-c-,;.1;, :: i:1 ,·,: ::}. 

This c�'irlltlC.1lP. c!09$ r>ol apply on lo;;',�. I''. f1Y, "1(' I 111 $ 
of ( •• ,!laclh.!11. AIDo er1:opt, o�•!anc,J Spw'i; I A", 1 ... m•· !·:, • '''/· 
unda;- Act Nu. 225, Publfc Apls of 11176, as 01111,1 •d, 
���cTax}:�so Zo

\
ne) 

Date / t) � ( � ., I i 
- D'IUA � 1:)v\1 a No. I o / .;). S do Berrien County Treasurer 

Lora L. Freehling Register Of Deeds 
Berrien County. Michigan Rec $26·00 Recorded 

�::�� iti� OCTOBER 15, 2018 03:49:47 PM
/:.,..---- Liher 3219 Page 288·1. 2882

r._�"-N·� •• � Receipt# 569268 DEED #2018228657 
/.J

\\ff mm�� 
�,. lm!llff9 �� 
'(��i �I 

Liber 3219 Page 2881 
1111111 11111 111111111111111 lllll 11111 1111 111 111 1111111111 IIIU 1111111111111 

Space Above is for Recording Information 
COVENANT DEED 

GS!S439 (07 /18) 

1 1111 111 11111111 11 111111 11111111 11111 11111111 1 111111 11111 1111 1 11111 111111111 1111 1111111 1111111111 11111111 l�llll lllll lllll lllll lllll l��l�� lllll 11111 Ill� 11111111
Drafted By: Susan McMann, GreenStone FCS 

3515 West Rd. 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 

Return & Send Future Countryside Academy 
Tax Bills To: 4800 Meadowbrook Road 

Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 
Loan No: 7766673000 

GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA, a federally chartered association, whose address is 3515 West Rd., 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 (Grantor), conveys and warrants to Countryside Academy, a Michigan Non-Profit

Corporation, whose address is 4800 Meadowbrook Road, Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 (Grantee), the following 
described premises situated in the County of Berrien and State of Michigan: 

See Attached Exhibit A for Legal Description 

Subject to easements, highways and restrictions of record; also subject to all unpaid parts and installments of 
special assessments on said premises which have fallen due, or will fall due hereafter. 

......... 
� I 
0i 
C) 

Subject to all claims, encumbrances, taxes and rights arising from acts or neglect of Grantee or their assigns � 
subsequent to February 19, 2015, the date of a land contract in fulfillment of which this deed is given. ' 

�The Grantor, for itself and its successors, does covenant, grant, bargain and agree to and with the Grantee and to '--.) 
their heirs, successors and assigns, against all and every person or persons lawfully claiming the whole or any part )\.J 
thereof, by, through or under the Grantor, and none other, it will forever WARRANT AND DEFEND. ':\1

� The Grantor grants to the Grantee the right to make all allowable divisions under Section 108 of the Land Division t\) 
Act, Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967. 1 

\,\) 
This property may be located within the vicinity of farmland or a farm operation. Generally accepted agricultural and 

�management practices which may generate noise, dust, odors, and other associated conditions may be used and l. 
are protected by the Michigan right to farm act. \' ' 

For and in consideration of the sum of Fifty Five Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($55,000.00). 

This instrument is exempt from County and State transfer tax pursuant to MCLA §§207.505(c) and 207.526(c). An 
electronic reproduction of this fully-executed document shall be as valid as the original. 

Dated: October 3, 2018 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF Ingham 

SUSAN M. MCMANN 
NOTARY PUBUC, STATE OF Ml 

COUNTY OF EATON 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES Feb 3, 20f9 

) 
) ss. 
) 

•'CTIN(' · --�,. �,. t.. " ·, ' ' ',, ! C' 
J: f'\..J I ttl M. 

GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA 

By: ----4..��- -=-�-"'--"-'

�
=--+----

Michael O'Neal, Deputy General Counsel 

Acknowledged before me on October 03, 2018 by Michael O'Neal, Deputy 
General Counsel, on behalf of GreenStone Farm Credit Services, FLCA, a 
federally chartered ssociation, as its free ct and deed. 

#-J{_ flt_ nJ 
Susan · . McMann, Notary Public 
Eaton County, Michigan, acting in Ingham County 
My Commission Expires: February 3, 2019 

Berrien County Register of Deeds 
RECEIVED 10/9/2018 9:55 AM 

Berrien County Register of Deeds 
RECEIVED 10/15/201811:20 AM 
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Exhibit A 

Legal Description Attachment 

The North 5/8 of the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 1, Township 5 South, Range 18 West, Sodus 
Township, Berrien County, Michigan. 

Except commencing at the Northeast corner Section 1; thence South 275 feet; thence North 88 degrees 59 minutes 
45 seconds West 260 feet; thence North 275 feet; thence South 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds East 260 feet 
to the point of beginning. 

Together with an easement as to that parcel of land located in the Northeast 1/4 of Section 1, Township 5 South, 
Range 18 West, Sodus Township, Berrien County, Michigan, more particularly described as follows; Beginning at 
the Northeast corner of Section 1, Township 5 South, Range 18 West, Berrien County, Michigan; thence South, 
along the East line of said Section 1, 20.00 feet; thence North 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds West, parallel 
with the North line of said Section 1, 260.00 feet; thence North, parallel with said East line, 20.00 feet, to the North 
line of said Section 1; thence South 88 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds East, along said North line, 260.00 feet to 
the point of beginning. 

Tax Parcel ID No. For Reference Only: 11-19-0001-0023-03-3. 
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04/20/2005 22:15 12699443724 

/ F�Rev 3�92) 
�igan Department of Consumer and Industry Services 

Off�ce of Fire Safety 

.IRE. SAFETY INSPECTION/CERTIFICATION REPORT 
. 

FACILITY NAME·
COUNTRYSIDE CHARTER SCHOOL 

ADDRESS 
4800 MEADOWBROOK RD. 

CITY 
BENTON BARBOR ISTATE,ZIP

MI 49022 

DATE COUNTY 
5-26-9!' BERRIEN 

FACILITY TYPE RULES/CODES 
SCHOOL SCH RULES 

FACILITY REP. 
GEORGE MCMANNUS 

DESCIUPTION OF :tteN-COMPLIANCE 

NEW CHARTER SCHOOL 

PAGE 03/05 

Pagel 

PROJECT NUMBER 
4-00-0883-97

JOB/LIC/FAC. NO: 

INSP. TYPE
RECHECK 

A final fire safety .inspection· of the �bove captioned project was 
completed this date. Deficiencies noted iP- our prior inspection reports 
have been satisf_actorily corrected. This report may be considered as 
final approval of this project. 

FULL APPROVAL . 

• 

FIRE SAFETY CERTIFICATION 
FULL Al?l?ROVAL 

STRIBUTION INSPECTING OFFICIAL 
CHARLES EBERSOLE 

SIGNATUR.E OF OFFICIAL CITY 

l?ROJECT.STATUS 
CLOSED 

ADDRESS. 
1600 S. Burdick St. 

n C'L.. - --/. Kalamazoo 
ZIPCODE TELEPHONE 

49001 615-S52-86�4 
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'H:IUff� OATI 

':OUNTRY!:rDF. CHAA.TER ACADEMY �/8/1999 
� ... ...:11rrv Mt 
4800 MEADOW BROOK RD. SCHOOL 

·,• : 

I"°"'" 
lJF.RRIEN 
mAl&ieoOa:t 
SCHOOL 

r:tn, sT"JI II"' COOf ,,cn.rrr "''" IIDITATNI'. 

BENTON HARBOR, Ml. 490:Zl DARRELi. HINMAN 

AREAS REQUIRINQ WM PUANCE; 

RJ.:1 UEW SCHOOL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 

PilllO.JfCT 

l'lp1ofl 
Of'S-40 

Office cl ,..,. S.i.ty 
ae-01 OfflCe Bulldlng 
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un1lng, 1,114890Sl•7504 
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--'-tc.'PAC'.HO. 

�1,.ICTION Ml 

Re.Check Fin&! 

A ruul firo ufety inapection of the tbo"" captioned r-rojeot waa oomplotcd th.is dale. 0cn .. --iens-ict nuto:d 
in our prier inopoc,tion repa,11 bavt bnn satillfaQtoril:f �d. Thia repc,t may be ooneidercd u final 
approval or thi1 project. 

,xi: Bcntoo "-hA11cr Twp. FD 
Simpfox, In. 

e 0H?-99.� 

MNCTlN'O 0ffk'W. 

CHARLES EBERSOLE 
CION4TUlll 01' 01,1ew. 

''10)11::T IT�l\11 "IVIIWWO IY 
loscd 

llll:t 
1601 !I. BURDICK ST.

KALAMAZOO, Ml 49001 
616•5S2-8664 Fi\X 616-349-6687 
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CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Growth 
Bureau of Construction Code,. & Fire Safety/Building Division 

P. 0. Rox 30254
Lansing, Ml 48909 

(SI 1) 241-9317 

Building Pernlit l'Jo.J .. B020!�4. 
Countryside Charter School 

4800 Meaduwbrook Road 
Benton Harl,or, Michigan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group E :ind Construttion Type 2B is approved for use 
and occupancy . 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §12S.1513 
OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 110.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

February 3, 2005 
Larry Leh 
Charlei E. 1:is, Assistunt Chief 
Building Division 
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JAN-25-2011 11:37A FROM: 
Jail, C:J, i.V; I C: L'.f�IVI 

T0:9443724 P.1
!11,,, ,.JL.J I, L 

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Miehignn Depertment of F.nere;y, T.obor & Eronomlc Growth 
Bureau of Construction Cades/Building Division 

P. 0. BDJ:302S4
Lansing, Ml 48909 

(517) 241-9317

Building Pc1•mlt1 B031086 
Countryside Charter School 
4800 Meadowbrook Road 

Benton Township, Michfgan 
Berrien County 

· The above named butldlng of Use Group E and Construction Type 2B Is approved for use
and occupancy.

THIS Al'PROV AL LS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORJTV OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1!>72, AS AMENDED, BEING §12�.1513 
OF TIIE MICIIlGAN COMPILED LAWS, ANJ>, lN ACCORDANCE WITD 
SECTION 110.0 OF THE STATE BUU..DING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

January 25, 2011 
l..arry ebman, Chief 
Charles E, Curtis, Aaststant Chfef 
Building DJ.vision 
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D e c. 5, 2 0 1 2 6 : 2 8 AM No. 5409 P. 2

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division 

P. 0. Bo:x: 30254
Lansing, MI 48909 

(517) 241 .. 9317

Building Permit No. B033690 
Conntryside Academy 

4800 Meadowbrook Road 
Benton Township, MicMgan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group A3 and Construction Type 2B is approved for use 
and occupa:ncy. 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENllED, BEING §125.1513 
OF THE MICIDGAN COMPILED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 111.0 OF THE STA TE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY J>REVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND occur ANCY. 

L.$f#;l§}f<� 
Charles E. Cu11is, Assistant Chief 
Building Division 

DEC-05-2012 06:32 From: 

December 5, 2012 

ID:PEARSON CONSTRUCTION Page:002 R=95% 
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Sep.23.2014 6:59AM No. 2540 P. 2/2

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY 

PERMANENT 

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulntoey Affairs 
Bureau of Constni.etfon Codes/BuJlding Division 

P. O. Box 30254 
Lansing, MI 48909 

(517)241-9317

Building Permit No. l3038l2l 
Countryside Academy 

4800 Meadowbrook Road 
Benton llarbor, Michigan 

Berrien County 

The above named building of Use Group E and Construction Type 5B is approved for use 
and occupancy. 

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER 'l'HE AUTlIORITY OF SECTIONS 13 
OF ACT 230 OF THE PUBUC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMEND:tD, BEING §125.1513 
OF THE MICIDGAN COMPlL'ED LAWS, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTlON 111,0 OF THE STATE BUll,DlNG CODE. TIIIS SHALL SUPERSEDE 
AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL Oll' USE AND OCCUPANCY. 

Todd Y, Cord· , NC.ARB 
Chief 
Chades E, Curtis, Assistant Cllief 
Building Division 

September 23, 2014 
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Building Permit No: BLDG18-01497

4800  MEADOWBROOK RD

Benton Harbor, MI 49022

COUNTY: Berrien

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group E, Education and Construction Type 5B is approved for use 

and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

02/04/2020Print Date:
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AMENDMENT NO. 3 
 

to the 
July 1, 2022 Contract to Charter  

A Public School Academy and Related Documents 
 

Issued To 
 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 
(A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY) 

 
By 

 
THE CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(AUTHORIZING BODY) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 3 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2022, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY (the "Academy"), as 
amended, the parties agree to further amend the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend Schedule 7, Section c: ducational Program , by replacing the materials contained 
therein with the materials attached as Tab 1. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of September 17, 2024. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

By: George McManus, Board President 
Countryside Academy 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: Cf .... 1,# )..o 2'( 

09/30/2024



Countryside Academy 

Contract Amendment No. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tab 1 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.3, the Academy shall implement, deliver and support the educational programs identified 
in the schedule.  
 
Mission Statement  
Countryside Academy (“Academy”) will inspire students academically and socially to become 
productive citizens by providing a high-quality educational experience utilizing FARE based 
activities.  
 
Vision Statement 
Countryside Academy will be an innovative leader that engages students and staff in a rigorous 
learning environment that supports the social, emotional, & academic needs of each individual. 
 
Core Values 
Do Something, Be Transparent, Be Humble, Be Driven, Be Invested, Be Accountable 
 
Great Start Readiness Educational Program (“GSRP”) 
The Academy operates an early childhood program (Pre-Kindergarten and Great Start Readiness 
Program). On an annual basis, the Academy shall advise the Center on the current status of its 
early childhood education program. If changes occur in the Academy’s early childhood program, 
the Academy shall file a revised Early Childhood Education Questionnaire with the center. Unless 
permitted under Applicable Law or administrative rule, the Academy shall not use the state school 
aid funds to establish or operate its early childhood program. In accordance with Applicable Law 
and administrative rules, the Academy shall budget and account for all funds and expenses 
associated with its early childhood education program.  
 
Elementary Educational Program  
Curriculum Overview 
The core content areas (English language arts [“ELA”] and math) are aligned to the Michigan 
Academic Standards (“MAS”). Science is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards 
(“NGSS”). Social Studies is aligned to C3 Framework.  Grade level teams and Co-Curricular staff 
have created curriculum guides and pacing guides. Curriculum documents are continually updated 
by grade level teams and/or Co-Curricular staff and are maintained in Google Drive.  
 
Grade Level Teams and content area committees, with varied representation, meet to recommend 
revisions, review projects, correlate outcomes and assess projects. The curriculum is based on the 
MAS, C3 Framework, and NGSS, with Food, Agriculture, Renewable Resources, and 
Environment (“FARE”) based integration and unique educational goals at each grade level. Goals 
are presented in a parent-friendly document, highlighting what students are expected to accomplish 
at grade levels through fifth grade. To ensure that the kindergarten through fifth grade students are 
academically prepared to meet the challenges of elementary, middle school and beyond, the 
Academy’s curriculum is aligned, researched-based, includes resources and materials and is 
delivered by highly-qualified teachers.  
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The FARE theme is the overarching framework for integration of curricular studies, projects and 
activities. FARE is a component of many units of study across the four core areas of the 
curriculum. Classroom teachers incorporate the FARE theme routinely into lesson plans, with the 
assistance of the Academy’s FARE Coach. With the help of the FARE Coach, students and 
teachers complete FARE related projects tied to our mission. There are also ongoing projects, such 
as the salmon and chicken coop projects, and annual events, such as FARE Day. Teachers utilize 
a variety of instructional strategies such as whole-group instruction, problem solving, explorations, 
learning centers, cooperative group work and project-based learning to accommodate learning 
needs and styles.  
 
English Language Arts  
The reading program at the Academy starts in the earliest grades with a strong phonics base. In 
Young 5s, ZooPhonics® is used to teach sounds and letter correspondence in a fun and memorable 
way. Each letter of the alphabet has a unique alliterative animal name and an accompanying motion 
to help children learn to remember the letters and sounds. Young Fives through 3rd grade 
classroom teachers and interventionists utilize Heggerty’s Phonemic Awareness, which works on 
phonics skills with motions. K-5 ELA teachers have been trained in Orton-Gillingham, allowing 
teachers to incorporate multi-sensory learning strategies in their lessons. In addition to these 
programs, the language arts and reading series incorporates a phonics component that begins in 
kindergarten.  
 
The Academy’s elementary school updated its ELA program in the fall of 2019 with Savvas my 
View literacy. This comprehensive reading, spelling, language and writing program incorporates 
science, social studies, fiction and nonfiction, as well as a computer/Internet based practice, and 
includes an assessment component.  
 
Math 
Research-based i-Ready® was implemented in the fall of 2021, which is utilized in kindergarten 
through fifth grades and supports the MAS. Students are taught to problem-solve and think 
intuitively about numbers, measurement and other mathematical concepts. To support conceptual 
learning, students are also expected to master basic math facts. To allow deep understanding of 
math concepts, mathematical application is routinely integrated in cross-curricular projects.  
 
Science  
Generation Genius provides Academy students hands-on, experiential science learning to support 
the NGSS. In addition, the kindergarten through second grade salmon release project and chicken 
coop project provide the youngest Academy students learning experiences, and teachers teaching 
opportunities, in life cycle, environmental and natural resource sciences. Salmon are raised 
throughout the school year from egg, to alevin, to fry, and then released by students in a local 
stream in May. Second through fifth grade students utilize the FARE classroom to incorporate 
FARE themed activities into many units of study for science.  
 
Social Studies 
Young 5-2nd grade teachers utilize grade level pacing guides to create lessons derived from the 
C3 Framework standards. In third grade, students learn all about Michigan using Our Michigan 
Adventure, a Hillsdale Publication. In fourth grade, students use trade books and other C3 aligned 
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resource material to address studies in United States history, economics and government. Early 
American history is the focus of fifth grade studies. The C3 Framework provides kindergarten 
through fifth grade teachers with valuable resources and supports an emphasis on citizenship. 
 
Co-Curricular 
Music - Elementary students receive 2 marking periods of vocal music lessons. Fifth grade students 
are introduced to instrumental lessons for the recorder. Winter and Spring music programs are 
performed at the main campus for family and community.  
 
Physical Education - Physical education provides sequential, developmental experiences for 
children to learn through physical activity and movement. Individual skill development, 
sportsmanship, teamwork and healthy habits are four key focal points for physical education.   
 
Technology - Integration of technology into core content occurs on a routine basis to support 
learning. K-5 students are one-to-one with devices which allows each student to actively learn and 
participate in class.   
 
Health - The Michigan Model for Health™ serves as the Academy’s health curriculum. The 
curriculum facilitates lessons that include a variety of learning techniques and skill development 
and practice for students to learn about disease prevention and health promotion.  
 
Citizenship/Conduct 
Good conduct and building good citizenship skills are very important at the Academy. The Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (“PBIS”) program is used to supplement the ongoing 
Academy-wide efforts at teaching, recognizing and rewarding good behavior and good citizens. 
The Academy-wide Code of Conduct sets the high standard for behavior. PBIS teams have 
implemented Cougar P.R.I.D.E. (Preparation, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Effort). 
Classroom and common area expectations are centered on P.R.I.D.E.  
 
The Student of the Month program, funded by the Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”), 
recognizes one student from each kindergarten through fifth grade classroom each month for 
meeting a list of criteria, including: “Demonstrates social responsibility through citizenship” and 
“Demonstrates self-discipline”. Students of the Month are recognized at monthly board meetings 
and given an award packet.  
 
Additional Assistance  
The Academy, as part of the school improvement process, annually examines its data to identify 
achievement gaps. Based upon the findings, the Academy provides additional support to assist 
students in improving performance. As needed, reading and math specialists work with elementary 
students at either campus. Co-teaching during regular math lessons allows struggling first and 
second grade math students to learn in a small group setting.  
 
The Academy has adopted, implemented and evaluated a Response to Intervention (“RTI”) 
program or Multi-Tiered System of Support (“MTSS”). The special education, Title I and 
classroom teachers work in the coordination of efforts to help at-risk students that are performing 
below grade level.  
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A summer learning program is in place for qualifying students (i.e. at-risk/below grade level). The 
Academy individualizes learning to target areas of need.  
 
Assessment 
The Academy employs a variety of summative and formative assessments to measure progress 
toward goals. Interventionist and K-5 classroom teachers use Fastbridge, a curriculum-based 
measurement for progress monitoring and universal screener. Fastbridge is used for both math and 
reading; a few of the assessment probes utilized are: phoneme segmentation, words per 
minute/accuracy and math computation. In the early grades (K-3rd), GO Math!® unit benchmark 
assessments, assessments may be modified to meet essential standards needs. Kindergarten 
through fifth grade students take the Northwest Evaluation Association™ (“NWEA™”) Measures 
of Academic Progress® (“MAP®”) Growth™. The NWEA MAP Growth is administered to students 
in kindergarten through fifth grade in the fall, at a mid-year point and during the spring. The State 
assessment is given, as required, to all applicable grades. Each class, as directed by the Academy’s 
Board of Directors’ policy, is administered end of year assessments in reading, writing and math.  
 
Method of Evaluation 
The School Improvement process of Gather, Study, Plan and Do is the method used to determine 
the effectiveness of the implementation, delivery and support of the Educational Program. All staff 
are a part of the School Systems Review and the development of the School Improvement plan. 
The Program Evaluation tool is completed by contributing members of the chosen initiative.  
 
 

Secondary Level Educational Program 
Teaching Strategies  
The teaching profession is one that demands professional practice. The single most influential 
factor in a classroom is that of the teacher. A highly effective teacher can have a powerful influence 
on student achievement. Teachers at the Academy are selected based on their dedication to 
carrying out the primary responsibility of creating learning opportunities that meet individual 
students' needs with relevance and appropriate rigor.  
 
It is the teacher’s responsibility to organize the activities of the classroom to maximize student 
learning. This requires the teacher to establish a positive environment in order to focus on learning. 
The teacher must establish relationships with students that motivate, develop and enforce clear 
rules and procedures, use appropriate disciplinary interventions and employ strategies that assist 
in maintaining an emotionally supportive environment. With this culture established, the teachers 
closely monitor student learning and adjust teaching as appropriate. Teachers provide a range of 
learning experiences and employ a wide variety of strategies such as whole group, problem solving 
and investigations to meet individual needs.  
 
While teachers organize the opportunities for learning, students must be active participants in the 
learning process. This teacher-directed, student-focused approach means that teachers make sure 
students have the opportunity to learn all the grade level content to be well prepared for the 
following grade and beyond. Students’ opportunities are maximized when the teacher facilitates 
in the classroom. 
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Teachers: 
● Prepare lessons considering the class’ prior knowledge and experience with the material. 
● Decide on the most effective way to present the material to be mastered. 
● Engage students in thought-provoking lessons. 
● Monitor student comprehension throughout a lesson. 
● Provide on-going feedback and redirection to students.  
● Plan for continued learning opportunities and practice with the material. 
● Challenge all students with lessons varying in rigor.  

 
The Academy’s goal is to graduate students who have not only had the opportunity to experience 
academic excellence, but have acquired the necessary knowledge and skills to be successful in 
high school and college. The Academy researches skills students need in order to be successful in 
a challenging college program. The Academy utilizes data from the SAT®. This assessment 
indicates the level of knowledge and skills students must have to be successful in college. By 
understanding what students need to know in order to be successful in college, the Academy can 
determine what students must know at each grade level to prepare for high school and college. 
This backwards design approach makes the Academy’s aligned curriculum particularly unique 
because it has been developed to support demanding standards with a college-bound approach. In 
preparation for the SAT®, the Academy administers the PSAT™ 8/9 assessment to ninth grade 
students and the PSAT™ 10 assessment to tenth grade students.  
 
The Academy provides a challenging learning environment that successfully prepares all students 
for a college opportunity with the understanding that not all students will select the college path. 
The Academy believes that high academic and behavioral expectations benefit all students. 
Additionally, the Academy believes it is imperative to support all students’ academic development. 
This preparation requires the Academy to engage all students in high quality learning opportunities 
and to differentiate instruction according to individual students’ needs. It is the Academy’s desire 
to invest in the lives of the children to equip them for success in today and tomorrow’s world.  
 
Curriculum: Intended, Implemented, Assessed 
The Academy defines curriculum as the articulation of the intended aims and objectives, content, 
experiences and outcomes of the educational program. This includes defined learning objectives 
(intended curriculum), the lessons that are taught in a classroom (implemented curriculum) and all 
the information gathered to understand student learning (assessed curriculum). Careful attention 
has been given to ensure deep alignment provides information on areas of the intended curriculum 
that are not being implemented and/or areas of the intended curriculum that are not being assessed. 
Additionally, the alignment is used in the assessment process to provide specific and consistent 
information on overall student learning as it relates to curricular effectiveness.  
 
In addition to close curricular alignment as an internal structure and process, the Academy provides 
alignment of expectations with the MAS. This additional alignment component demonstrates a 
commitment to student achievement, as outlined by the Michigan Department of Education 
(“MDE”), to ensure student success on State assessments.  
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FARE Program 
At the secondary level, the FARE theme is regularly integrated into our core science classes and 
as often as possible in other core subject areas. Instructors use the individual parts of the FARE 
theme to enhance and strengthen connections to real world concepts. Students’ participation in the 
FARE theme includes, but is not limited to, writing prompts, journaling, research and service 
projects, laboratory investigations and reinforcing concepts through application of higher order 
thinking skills to historic events and literary works. High school and middle school students have 
the opportunity to actively participate in the FFA (Future Farmers of America) Organization 
chapter. 
 
Middle School 
The Academy’s middle school consists of the sixth, seventh and eighth grades. Students in the 
middle school are challenged with traditional classes of social studies, mathematics, science and 
ELA. Students also have a physical education class each day, in addition to a SEL (social emotional 
learning) and FFA class.  
 
The Academy’s middle school updated its ELA program in the fall of 2021 with Savvas 
myPerspectives™ literacy program. This comprehensive reading, spelling, language and writing 
program incorporates science, social studies, fiction and nonfiction, as well as a computer/Internet 
based practice, and includes an assessment component.  
 
Math programming was also updated the fall of 2021, Research-based i-Ready is used in sixth-
eighth grade and supports the MAS. Students are taught to problem-solve and think intuitively 
about numbers, measurement and other mathematical concepts. To support conceptual learning, 
students are also expected to master basic math facts. To allow deep understanding of math 
concepts, mathematical application is routinely integrated in cross-curricular projects.  
 
Algebra I 
Eighth grade students who qualify for advanced placement classes may be scheduled to take the 
regular high school Algebra I course in the main building to earn high school credit while in middle 
school. 
 
English Language Development (“ELD”) 
This course will help English Language Learners acquire English proficiency to increase the 
probability of successfully participating in mainstream courses in high school. Students in ELD 
classes improve knowledge and skills for both basic communication skills as well as academic 
language. The course helps students develop a positive self-concept, an understanding of the 
Academy’s culture and acceptable standards of conduct and citizenship, as well as study skills to 
enable academic success.  
 
Educational Development Plan (“EDP”) 
All students are required to develop an EDP with guidance from the Academy advisor. Students 
begin to develop an EDP in the sixth grade. The EDP is utilized as a secondary planning tool to 
direct the student’s educational plan, career planning activities and career path. Each student’s 
EDP contains personal information, career goals and educational and training goals that include 
goals beyond graduation. The plan may also identify special resources and support for the student’s 
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success in their Personal Curriculum. The scope of student planning can include career awareness 
or exploration activities, work-based activities and course selections that will prepare students for 
greater understanding of career options and achievement of career goals. Students who have 
completed the middle school program find themselves ready to successfully handle the challenges 
in high school.  
 
High School 
The Academy high school functions with two semesters per school year. There are six classes of 
core academics and electives offered. Academy students must achieve 60% (D-) or higher in order 
to pass a class. If a class is passed per semester, the student is awarded ½ credit toward graduation.  
 
Students may earn up to six (6) high school credits per year. Additional credits may be earned with 
early college participation.  
 
Twenty (20) credits, out of twenty-four (24) credits possible, are required for graduation. Credits 
may be achieved by meeting the following requirements: 
 
Michigan Merit Curriculum (“MMC”) Requirements 
The Academy’s minimum requirements for graduation comply with and exceed the MMC 
graduation requirements. 
 
Subject Area (Number of Credits required) 
 
English Language Arts (4 credits)  

● English 9 
● English 10 
● English 11 
● English 12 

 
Mathematics (4 credits) 

● Algebra I 
● Algebra II 
● Geometry  
● Math related credit in senior year 

 
Science (4 credits) 

● Biology 1 credit 
● Physics or Chemistry 1 credit 
● Science Elective classes 2 credits 

 
Social Studies (4 credits) 

● Civics .5 credit 
● Economics .5 credit 
● U.S. History/Geography 1 credit 
● World History/Geography 1 credit 
● Social Studies Elective 1 credit 
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World Language (2 credits required) 
● Spanish 1  
● Spanish 2 
● Spanish 3 (elective) 

 
Health (0.5 credit) 
 
Physical Education (0.5 credit) 
 
Visual, Performing & Applied Arts (1 credit) 

● Any AgriScience or Aviation Course (CTE course specifically) 
● Spanish III 
● History in Scale 

 
Online Learning Experience (0.5 credit per class)  
 
Electives 1-5 
 
Community Service Hours - 40 Hours (50 Hours for National Honor Society Students) 
By meeting the aforementioned requirements, graduates from the Academy are equipped with the 
skills to be successful in whatever endeavors they choose to pursue.  
 
Online Learning 
The Academy will offer classes, as needed, as an online platform to assist in student learning. The 
virtual classroom environment engages students in learning through interactive technology such 
as video-based presentations. Online instruction is supported by online tasks that are aligned to the 
MAS and monitored by Academy teachers. The online programming offers flexibility in that 
lessons are self-paced and individualized. In addition, online learning appeals to the non-traditional 
learner, provides additional support for special education students and includes opportunities for 
credit recovery.  
 
Dual Enrollment  
Academy students have the opportunity to enroll in college courses. Eligible students adhere to 
the following criteria: 

● The high school schedule and number of earned high school credits will permit enrollment.  
● An eighty (80) percent attendance average in the previous semester.  
● Student discipline records indicate no out-of-school suspension 
● Transportation rules that apply to shared time students. 

 
Further, students qualify for dual enrollment classes based on scores on one of the following 
assessments: PSAT, ACT®, or SAT. Eligible students may take courses for which there are no 
endorsements (e.g. computer science, foreign language, history, political science or psychology), 
if they have taken all sections of the aforementioned assessments. The college credits cannot be a 
hobby, craft or recreation course, or in the subject areas of physical education, theology, divinity 
or religious education.  
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Students must be enrolled in both the Academy and the post-secondary institution during the 
Academy’s regular academic year and must be enrolled in at least one high school class. Eligible 
classes at college are generally in academic areas where the student has exhausted the high school 
curriculum or the class is not offered by the Academy. An exception to this could occur if a 
scheduling conflict exists that is beyond the student’s control.  
 
The Academy will pay the tuition and the cost of books for classes that meet during the regular 
school day. The Academy will not pay for classes taken in the evening, on Saturdays or for 
remedial classes. While all students will be granted high school as well as college credit, all classes 
must be applicable toward a college degree.  
 
Share Time 
The Public Act 56 Consortium is composed of the Academy and fourteen other K-12 public 
schools in Berrien County. Through this Consortium, students may choose from over ninety (90) 
Career Technical Education (“CTE”) classes. Students may sign up for a class with the high school 
counselor at the same time they schedule for the following school year. Eligible students must be 
in good standing and on-target with high school requirements. The district that hosts the class will 
make the final decision as to the student’s admission. Students must provide their own 
transportation and provide the high school office with proof of insurance and a copy of a valid 
driver’s license. The Academy offers onsite CTE programs for AgriScience and Aviation.  
 
CTE classes follow the Academy’s policies of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin or ancestry, age, gender or disability. Students are encouraged to enroll in 
classes that will prepare them for non-traditional careers.  
 
Special Education Services 
The Academy believes all students with special needs have the right to a quality education 
appropriate to their needs, abilities and interests. It is the goal of the special staff to act as a resource 
to the classroom teacher in the development and implementation of appropriate instructional and 
socialization strategies. Implementation of these strategies occurs within the general education 
setting and through one-on-one and small group intervention provided within the special education 
classroom.  
 
When making educational placement decisions for students with disabilities, the Academy will 
ensure that parents are contributing members of the Individualized Educational Program (“IEP”) 
team, and together the team will make decisions that are subject to requirements regarding the 
provision of the least-restrictive environment. When determining how services will be delivered 
to students with disabilities, the Academy will follow all Special Education Rules as issued by the 
MDE. If a child with a current IEP enrolls in the Academy, the Academy will implement the 
existing IEP to the extent possible or will provide an interim IEP agreed upon by parents until a 
new IEP can be developed. IEPs will be developed, revised and implemented in accordance with 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (“IDEIA”) and state law and 
regulations.  
 
The Academy will fully comply with federal laws and regulations governing children with 
disabilities as follows: 



Schedule 7c-10         Countryside Academy 

1. The Academy is responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to children 
with disabilities enrolled in the Academy that have been determined through an IEP to 
require Special Education programs and services. 

2. The Academy will ensure that children who are suspected of having disabilities are 
properly evaluated by a multidisciplinary team, as defined in the Michigan Special 
Education Rules, and that children who have already been identified are re-evaluated by 
the multidisciplinary team at least every three years.  

3. When a multidisciplinary team determines that a special education student requires Special 
Education programs and services, the Academy will ensure that the IEP is fully 
implemented in accordance with IDEIA and reviewed on an annual basis or more 
frequently as determined by the IEP team.  

 
Credit Recovery 
The Academy offers a program of credit recovery to keep students on track for academic success. 
The Academy utilizes traditional instructional methods in addition to virtual instruction through 
on-line programming (i.e. MIVirtual). Through the use of virtual educational instruction, credit 
recovery is expanded from either a semester or year-long program so the student can obtain credit 
from what they previously weren’t able to due to poor academic performance in a traditional 
classroom setting. Credit recovery, through virtual instruction, allows students to remain on track 
for graduation. The Academy’s credit recovery program is expanded to include opportunities to 
recover credit before, during or after school during the traditional school year.  
 
Assessment 
The NWEA MAP Growth is administered to students in grades six through twelve in the fall, at a 
mid-year point and during the spring. The State assessment is given, as required, to all applicable 
grades. 
 
In preparation for the SAT, the Academy administers the PSAT 8/9 assessment to ninth grade 
students and the PSAT 10 assessment to tenth grade students.  
 
Program Evaluation 
The School Improvement process of Gather, Study, Plan and Do is the method used to determine 
the effectiveness of the implementation, delivery and support of the Educational Program. All staff 
are a part of the School Systems Review and the development of the School Improvement plan. 
The Program Evaluation tool is completed by contributing members of the chosen initiative.  
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Issued To 
 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 
(A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY) 

 
By 
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(AUTHORIZING BODY) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 4 

COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2022, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to COUNTRYSIDE ACADEMY (the "Academy"), as 
amended, the parties agree to further amend the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend the Terms and Conditions of Contract by replacing the language contained within 
Article IV, Section 4.5. Prohibition ofldenti:fied Family Relationships, subsection (b ), with 
the language attached as Tab 1. 

2.) Further amend the Terms and Conditions of Contract by inserting at the end of Article XII: 
General Te1ms, the language attached as Tab 2. 

3.) Amend Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, by replacing the language contained within Article 
XIII, Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons and Article IX: 
Indemnification, with the corresponding language attached as Tab 3. 

4.) Amend Schedule 4: Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement, by inserting at the 
end of Article II, Section 2.2. Compliance and Reporting Duties, the language attached as 
Tab 4. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall become effective upon execution by the 
Designee of the University Board. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

h,MP�� 
By: Geor�e, Mt M.a..,,11� !U,.
Countryside cademy 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: �/, �)6LS

04/21/2025
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Tab 1 



Terms and Conditions: Article IV, Section 4.5(b)  
 

(b) The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services 
to, the Academy. If an Academy Board member discloses any prohibited familial relationships 
in the annual disclosure, or if the University finds that an Academy Board member has failed 
to disclose a prohibited familial relationship, that Academy Board member shall be removed 
from office, in accordance with the removal provisions found in the Resolution or Schedule 2: 
Amended Bylaws. For purposes of this subsection, familial relationship means a person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, 
sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner. 
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Tab 2 



Terms and Conditions: Article XII, Section 12.24  
  

Section 12.24. Required Statutory Disclosures. The Academy shall ensure that the names of Central 
Michigan University Board of Trustees and the primary educational management organization, if 
applicable, must appear and be verbally provided, as applicable, on all of the following:  

 
(a) Unless prohibited by a local ordinance or local zoning authority, signage that is on the 

Academy’s property and is erected, repaired, or installed on or after April 2, 2025;  
 

(b) Promotional material that is created, modified, or distributed on or after April 2, 2025;  
 
(c) The footer of the Academy’s website pages; and 
 
(d) The student application that is required to be enrolled in the Academy. 

 
For purposes of this section, “primary educational management organization” shall have the same meaning 
as defined in MCL 380.503. 
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Tab 3 



Amended Bylaws: Article VIII, Section 6  
 

Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons. As required by Applicable 
Law, any Director, officer or employee of the Academy, who enters into a contract with the Academy, that 
meets the definition of contract under the statute on Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities, Act 
No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall 
comply with the public disclosure requirements set forth in Section 3 of the statute.  
  

The University Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according 
to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any 
individual from being employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the 
Academy Board shall be an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the 
University for any purpose. With respect to Academy Board employees, the Academy shall have the power 
and responsibility to (i) select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; 
(iii) dismiss employees; and (iv) control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the 
employee carries out his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ 
compensation insurance and unemployment insurance for its employees. The Academy Board may contract 
with an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide 
personnel to perform services or work at the Academy. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to perform services or to provide personnel 
to perform services or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational 
Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. A copy of the agreement between the Academy Board and 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company shall be included as part of Schedule 5. 
  

The Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, Act No. 566 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants With Public Entities 
statute, Act No. 371 of the Public Acts of 1968, of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall 
ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest. Language in this Section controls 
over section 1203 of the Code. The following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest: 

 
(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 

director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy;  

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy Board 

employee; 
 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent contractor 
to the Academy; 

 
(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 

governing board of another public school;  
 

(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 
employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 



(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership or 
financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 

No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-
law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 
(a) Is employed by the Academy Board; 
 
(b) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 
 
(c) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical or other 

significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company; 
and 

 
(d) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement with the 

Academy.  
 

(e) Is a current Academy Board member.   
  
 The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually disclose 
any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services to, the Academy. If 
an Academy Board member discloses any prohibited familial relationships in the annual disclosure, or if 
the University finds that an Academy Board member has failed to disclose a prohibited familial relationship, 
that Academy Board member shall be removed from office, in accordance with the removal provisions 
found in the Resolution or these Amended Bylaws. For purposes of this sub-section, familial relationship 
means a person’s mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, 
sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner. 
 

Amended Bylaws: Article IX 
 

ARTICLE IX 
 INDEMNIFICATION 
 
 To the extent permitted by Applicable Law, each person who is or was a Director, officer or 
member of a committee of the Academy and each person who serves or has served at the request of the 
Academy as a trustee, director, officer, partner, employee or agent of any other corporation, partnership, 
joint venture, trust or other enterprise, may be indemnified by the Academy. The corporation may purchase 
and maintain insurance on behalf of any such person against any liability asserted against and incurred by 
such person in any such capacity or arising out of his status as such, whether or not the corporation would 
have power to indemnify such person against such liability under the preceding sentence. The corporation 
may, to the extent authorized from time to time by the Academy Board, grant rights to indemnification to 
any employee or agent of the corporation. The indemnification shall not include any circumstances in which 
a person who is or was a director, officer or member of a committee of the Academy and each person who 
serves or has served at the request of the Academy as a trustee, director, officer, partner, employee or agent 
of any other corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise is grossly negligent or 
criminally liable for the indemnified act. 
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Tab 4 



Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement: Section 2.2(m) 
 

m. The Academy shall ensure that the names of Central Michigan University Board of 
Trustees and the primary educational management organization, if applicable, must appear 
and be verbally provided, as applicable, on all of the following:  

 
i. Unless prohibited by a local ordinance or local zoning authority, signage that is on 

the Academy’s property and is erected, repaired, or installed on or after April 2, 
2025;  

 
ii. Promotional material that is created, modified, or distributed on or after April 2, 

2025;  
 

iii. The footer of the Academy’s website pages; and 
 

iv. The school application that a student must submit to enroll in the Academy. 
 

For purposes of this section, “primary educational management organization” shall have 
the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.503. 
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