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WHEREAS, the People of Michigan through their Constitution have provided that schools and the means 
of education shall forever be encouraged and have authorized the Legislature to maintain and support a 
system of free public elementary and secondary schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, all public schools are subject to the leadership and general supervision of the State Board of 
Education; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature has authorized an alternative form of public school designated a "public school 
academy" to be created to serve the educational needs of pupils and has provided that pupils attending these 
schools shall be eligible for support from the State School Aid Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature has delegated to the governing boards of state public universities, community 
college boards, intermediate school district boards and local school district boards, the responsibility for 
authorizing the establishment of public school academies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees has considered and has approved the 
issuance of a contract to West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science; 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the Revised School Code, the Central Michigan University Board of 
Trustees issues a Charter Contract conferring certain rights, franchises, privileges, and obligations and 
confirms the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science’s status as a public school academy. In 
addition, the parties agree that the issuance of this Charter Contract is subject to the following terms and 
conditions: 
 

ARTICLE I  
DEFINITIONS 

 
Section 1.1.  Certain Definitions. For purposes of this Charter Contract, and in addition to the terms 

defined throughout this Contract, each of the following words or expressions, whenever initially capitalized, 
shall have the meaning set forth in this section:  
 

(a) "Academy" means the Michigan nonprofit corporation named West Michigan Academy of 
Environmental Science which is established as a public school academy pursuant to this 
Charter Contract. 

 
(b) "Academy Board" means the Board of Directors of the Academy. 
 
(c) "Applicable Law" means all state and federal law applicable to public school academies, 

including all rules, regulations, and orders promulgated thereunder.  
 
(d) "Application" means the public school academy application and supporting documentation 

submitted to the University for the establishment of the Academy. 
 
(e) "Code" means the Revised School Code, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, 

being Sections 380.1 to 380.1852 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 
(f) “Community District” means a community school district created under part 5B of the Code, 

MCL 380.381 et seq. 
 
(g) “Conservator” means an individual appointed by the President of Central Michigan University 

in accordance with Section 10.8 of these Terms and Conditions of Contract. 
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(h) "Contract" means, in addition to the definition set forth in the Code, these Terms and 
Conditions of Contract, the Reauthorizing Resolution, the Method of Selection, Appointment, 
and Removal Resolution, the Charter Contract Schedules 1-8, as defined below, the 
Educational Service Provider Policies, the Master Calendar of Reporting Requirements and the 
Application. 

 
(i) “Department” means the Michigan Department of Education. 
 
(j) “Director” means a person who is a member of the Academy Board. 
 
(k) “Educational Service Provider” or “ESP” means an educational management organization, or 

employee leasing company, as defined under section 503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c, that 
has entered into a contract or agreement with the Academy Board for operation or management 
of the Academy, and which agreement has been submitted to the Center for review, has not 
been disapproved by the director of The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools, is 
consistent with the Educational Service Provider Policies, as they may be amended from time 
to time, and with Applicable Law. 

 
(l) “Educational Service Provider Policies” or “ESP Policies” means the Educational Service 

Provider Policies, adopted by The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools at Central 
Michigan University that apply to an agreement that has been entered into between an ESP and 
the Academy Board. The Educational Service Provider Policies may be amended from time to 
time. Upon amendment, changes to the ESP Policies shall automatically be incorporated into 
this Contract and shall be exempt from the amendment procedures under Article IX of these 
Terms and Conditions of Contract. 

 
(m) “Fund Balance Deficit” means the Academy has more liabilities than assets at the end of any 

given school fiscal year, and includes any fiscal year where the Academy would have had a 
budget deficit but for a financial borrowing by the Academy or a monetary contribution by an 
Educational Service Provider or other person or entity to the Academy. If the Academy receives 
a gift or grant of money or financial support from an Educational Service Provider or other 
person or entity that does not require repayment by the Academy, and is not conditioned upon 
the action or inactions of the Academy or the Academy Board, then such gift or grant shall not 
constitute a borrowing or contribution for purposes of determining a Fund Balance Deficit. 

 
(n) “Management Agreement” or “ESP Agreement” means an agreement as defined under section 

503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c, that has been entered into between an ESP and the Academy 
Board for the operation and/or management of the Academy and that has been submitted to 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools for review and has not been disapproved 
by the director of The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools.  

 
(o) "Master Calendar" means the Master Calendar of Reporting Requirements as annually issued 

by The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools setting forth reporting and document 
submission requirements for the Academy. 

 
(p) “Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution" means the policy adopted by 

resolution of the University Board on September 18, 1998, and amended on February 15, 2018, 
establishing the standard method of selection and appointment, length of term, removal and 
suspension, number of directors and qualifications of Academy Board members for public 
school academies issued a Contract by the University Board. 
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(q) "Reauthorizing Resolution" means the resolution adopted by the Central Michigan University 
Board of Trustees on December 3, 2020, approving the issuance of a Contract to the Academy. 

 
(r) "Schedules" means the following Contract documents: Schedule 1: Restated Articles of 

Incorporation, Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, Schedule 3: Fiscal Agent Agreement, Schedule 
4: Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement, Schedule 5: Description of Staff 
Responsibilities, Schedule 6: Physical Plant Description, Schedule 7: Required Information for 
Public School Academy, and Schedule 8: Information Available to the Public and the Center. 

 
(s) "State Board" means the State Board of Education, established pursuant to Article 8, Section 3 

of the 1963 Michigan Constitution and MCL 388.1001 et seq. 
 
(t) "State School Aid Fund" means the State School Aid Fund established pursuant to Article IX, 

Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, as amended. 
 
(u) “State School Reform/Redesign Office” means the office created within the Michigan 

Department of Technology Management and Budget by Executive Reorganization Order 2015-
02 codified at MCL 18.445, and transferred from the Michigan Department of Technology 
Management and Budget to the Michigan Department of Education by Executive 
Reorganization Order 2017-02, codified at MCL 388.1282. 

 
(v) “Superintendent” means the Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 
(w) "Terms and Conditions" means this document entitled "Terms and Conditions of Contract, 

Dated July 1, 2021, Issued by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees Confirming 
the Status of West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science as a Public School 
Academy." 

 
(x) "The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools" or "the Center" means the office 

designated by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees as the initial point of contact 
for public school academy applicants and public school academies authorized by the Central 
Michigan University Board of Trustees. The Center is also responsible for administering the 
Central Michigan University Board of Trustees’ responsibilities with respect to the Contract. 

 
(y) "The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools Director" or "the Center Director" 

means the person designated at Central Michigan University to administer the operations of the 
Center. 

 
(z) "University" means Central Michigan University, established pursuant to Article 8, sections 4 

and 6 of the 1963 Michigan Constitution and MCL 390.551 et seq. 
 
(aa) "University Board" means the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees. 
 
(bb) “University Charter Schools Hearing Panel” or “Hearing Panel” means such persons as 

designated by the University President. 
 
(cc) "University President" means the President of Central Michigan University or his or her 

designee. In section 1.1(bb) above, "University President" means the President of Central 
Michigan University. 
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Section 1.2. Captions. The captions and headings used in this Contract are for convenience only 
and shall not be used in construing the provisions of this Contract. 
 

Section 1.3. Gender and Number. The masculine, feminine, or neuter pronouns in this Contract 
shall be interpreted without regard to gender, and the use of the singular shall be deemed to include the 
plural (and vice versa) wherever applicable. 
 

Section 1.4. Statutory Definitions. Statutory terms defined in the Code shall have the same meaning 
in this Contract. 
 

Section 1.5. Schedules. All Schedules to this Contract are incorporated into, and made part of, this 
Contract. 
 

Section 1.6. Application. The Application submitted to the University Board for the establishment 
of the Academy is incorporated into, and made part of, this Contract. To the extent there is a difference 
between the Contract and the Application, the Contract shall control. 
 

Section 1.7. Conflicting Contract Provisions. In the event that there is a conflict between language 
contained in the provisions of this Contract, the Contract shall be interpreted as follows: (i) the Method of 
Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the 
Contract; (ii) the Reauthorizing Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract 
with the exception of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution; (iii) the 
Terms and Conditions shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract with the exception 
of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution and the Reauthorizing 
Resolution; and (iv) the Restated Articles of Incorporation shall control over any other conflicting language 
in the Contract with the exception of language in the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal 
Resolution, Reauthorizing Resolution and these Terms and Conditions. 
 
 

ARTICLE II  
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ACADEMY AND THE UNIVERSITY BOARD 

 
Section 2.1. Constitutional Status of Central Michigan University. Central Michigan University is 

a constitutionally established body corporate operating as a state public university. The University Board 
is an authorizing body as defined by the Code. In approving this Contract, the University Board voluntarily 
exercises additional powers given to the University under the Code. Nothing in this Contract shall be 
deemed to be any waiver of Central Michigan University's powers or independent status and the Academy 
shall not be deemed to be a part of Central Michigan University. If applicable, the University Board has 
provided to the Department the accreditation notice required under the Code. 
 

Section 2.2. Independent Status of the Academy. The Academy is a body corporate and 
governmental entity authorized by the Code. It is organized and shall operate as a public school academy 
and a nonprofit corporation. It is not a division or part of Central Michigan University. The relationship 
between the Academy and the University Board is based solely on the applicable provisions of the Code 
and the terms of this Contract or other agreements between the University Board and the Academy. 
 

Section 2.3. Financial Obligations of the Academy Are Separate From the State of Michigan, 
University Board and the University. Any contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness 
entered into by the Academy and a third party shall not in any way constitute an obligation, either general, 
special, or moral, of the State of Michigan, the University Board, or the University. Neither the full faith 
and credit nor the taxing power of the State of Michigan or any agency of the State, nor the full faith and 
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credit of the University Board or the University shall ever be pledged for the payment of any Academy 
contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness. 
 

Section 2.4. Academy Has No Power To Obligate or Bind the State of Michigan, the University 
Board or the University. The Academy has no authority whatsoever to enter into any contract or other 
agreement that would financially obligate the State of Michigan, the University Board or the University, 
nor does the Academy have any authority whatsoever to make any representations to lenders or third parties, 
that the State of Michigan, the University Board or the University in any way guarantee, are financially 
obligated, or are in any way responsible for any contract, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness 
entered into by the Academy.  
 

Section 2.5. New Public School Academies Located Within the Boundaries of a Community 
District. If the circumstances listed below in (a) or (b) apply to the Academy’s site, the Academy represents 
to the University Board, intending that the University Board rely on such representation as a precondition 
to issuing a contract for a new public school academy, that the Academy will have substantially different 
governance, leadership and curriculum than the public school previously operating at the site: 
 

(a) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location as a public school that (i) is currently on the 
list under Section 1280c(1), MCL 380.1280c(1) or Section 1280g(3), MCL 380.1280g(3) of 
the Code, as applicable; or (ii) has been on the list under Section 1280c(1) or 1280g(3) of the 
Code, as applicable, during the immediately preceding 3 school years.  

 
(b) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location of another public school academy, urban 

high school academy, school of excellence or strict discipline academy whose contract was 
revoked or terminated by an authorizing body. 

 
 

ARTICLE III  
ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY BOARD AS AUTHORIZING BODY 

 
Section 3.1. University Board Resolutions. The University Board has adopted a resolution, 

hereinafter the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution, providing for the method of 
selection and appointment, length of term, removal and suspension, number of Directors and the 
qualifications of Directors. The University Board has adopted a Reauthorization Resolution which approves 
the issuance of this Contract. The Reauthorization Resolution and the Method of Selection, Appointment, 
and Removal Resolution are hereby incorporated into this Contract. The University Board may, from time 
to time, amend the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution changing the method of 
selection, length of term, number of Directors and the qualifications of Directors. Any subsequent resolution 
of the University Board changing the Method of Selection, Appointment, and Removal Resolution shall 
automatically be incorporated into this Contract without the need for an amendment under Article IX of the 
Terms and Conditions. 
 

Section 3.2. University Board as Fiscal Agent for the Academy. The University Board is the fiscal 
agent for the Academy. As fiscal agent, the University Board assumes no responsibility for the financial 
condition of the Academy. The University Board is not liable for any debt or liability incurred by or on 
behalf of the Academy Board, or for any expenditure approved by or on behalf of the Academy Board. 
Except as provided in the Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement and Article X of these Terms 
and Conditions, the University Board shall promptly, within ten (10) business days of receipt, forward to 
the Academy all state school aid funds or other public or private funds received by the University Board 
for the benefit of the Academy. The responsibilities of the University Board, the State of Michigan, and the 
Academy are set forth in the Fiscal Agent Agreement incorporated herein as Schedule 3. 
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Section 3.3. Oversight Responsibilities of the University Board. The University Board has the 
responsibility to oversee the Academy's compliance with the Contract and all Applicable Law. The 
responsibilities of the Academy and the University Board are set forth in the Oversight, Compliance and 
Reporting Agreement and incorporated herein as Schedule 4.  
 

Section 3.4. University Board Administrative Fee. The Academy shall pay the University Board an 
administrative fee to compensate the University Board for overseeing the Academy’s compliance with the 
Contract and all Applicable Law. 
 

Section 3.5. University Board Approval of Condemnation. In the event that the Academy desires 
to acquire property pursuant to the Uniform Condemnation Procedures Act or other applicable statutes, it 
shall obtain express written permission for such acquisition from the University Board. The Academy shall 
submit a written request to the Center describing the proposed acquisition and the purpose for which the 
Academy desires to acquire the property. Provided the Academy Board submits the written request to the 
Center at least sixty (60) days before the University Board’s next regular meeting, the University Board 
may vote on whether to give express written permission for the acquisition at its next regular meeting. 
 

Section 3.6. Authorization to Employ or Contract. The University Board authorizes the Academy 
Board to employ or contract for personnel according to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. 
The Academy Board shall prohibit any individual from being employed by the Academy or an Educational 
Service Provider in more than one (1) full-time position and simultaneously being compensated at a full-
time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the Academy shall be an employee of the 
Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the University for any purpose. With respect to Academy 
employees, the Academy shall have the power and responsibility to (i) recruit, select and engage employees; 
(ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; (iii) evaluate performance;  (iv) discipline and dismiss 
employees; and control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the employee carries out 
his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ compensation insurance 
and unemployment insurance for its employees.  
 

The Academy Board may contract with an Educational Service Provider to provide comprehensive 
educational, administrative, management, or instructional services or staff to the Academy. Before entering 
into a Management Agreement with an Educational Service Provider, the Academy Board shall first comply 
with the Educational Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. Any Management Agreement entered 
into by the Academy shall also comply with Section 11.2 and 12.10 of these Terms and Conditions. A copy 
of the Management Agreement between the Academy Board and the Educational Service Provider shall be 
incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 5. Any changes to the Management Agreement shall be 
incorporated into this Contract by amendment in accordance with Article IX, as applicable.  
 

Section 3.7. Teacher Certification. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use 
certificated teachers according to State Board rule.  
 

Section 3.8. Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems. The Academy Board shall adopt, 
implement and maintain a rigorous, transparent, and fair performance evaluation system for its teachers and 
school administrators that complies with Applicable Law. If the Academy enters into a Management 
Agreement with an Educational Service Provider, the Academy Board shall ensure that the Educational 
Service Provider complies with this section. 
 

Section 3.9. Reimbursement of University Board Services. The University Board shall be 
reimbursed for the actual cost of University services associated with responding to third party subpoenas 
and freedom of information act (FOIA) requests under the following circumstances: 
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If the University receives a subpoena or FOIA request from a third party (including the Academy, 
its counsel, the Academy’s ESP or its counsel) demanding the production of Academy documents related 
to pending litigation or proceedings involving the Academy, the Academy’s ESP (or any subcontractor of 
the ESP or other contractors of the Academy) or a third party, the University may charge the Academy for 
the actual cost of the services associated with the University’s response to the subpoena or FOIA request(s) 
(including actual attorney’s fees in fulfilling the request). The parties agree that the Academy may reduce 
or avoid the obligation to pay for services by the University Board associated with such responses by 
directly producing Academy documents to the requesting party. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV  
REQUIREMENT THAT THE ACADEMY ACT SOLELY AS GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 

 
Section 4.1. Limitation on Actions in Performance of Governmental Functions. The Academy shall 

act exclusively as a governmental entity and shall not undertake any action inconsistent with its status as a 
governmental entity authorized to receive state school aid funds pursuant to Section 11 of Article IX of the 
State Constitution of 1963. 
 

Section 4.2. Other Permitted Activities.  
 

(a) Nothing in this Contract shall prohibit the Academy from engaging in other lawful activities 
that are not in derogation of the Academy's status as a public school or that would not jeopardize 
the eligibility of the Academy for state school aid funds. Except as provided for the agreements 
identified below in Section 4.2(b), the Academy may enter into agreements with other public 
schools, governmental units, businesses, community and nonprofit organizations where such 
agreements contribute to the effectiveness of the Academy or advance education in this state. 

 
(b) The Academy shall submit to the Center for prior review the following agreements: 

 
(i) In accordance with the Educational Service Provider Policies, a draft copy of any ESP 

Agreement and any subsequent amendments; 
(ii) In accordance with the Master Calendar, a draft copy of any Academy deed or lease, 

amendments to existing leases or any new leasing agreements for any Academy facility; 
and 

(iii) In accordance with the Master Calendar, draft long-term or short-term financing closing 
documents and intercept requests. 

 
Section 4.3. Academy Board Members Serve In Their Individual Capacity. All Directors of the 

Academy Board shall serve in their individual capacity, and not as a representative or designee of any other 
person or entity. A person who does not serve in their individual capacity, or who serves as a representative 
or designee of another person or entity, shall be deemed ineligible to continue to serve as a Director of the 
Academy Board. A Director who violates this section shall be removed from office, in accordance with the 
removal provisions found in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution and Contract 
Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws. As set forth in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal 
Resolution, a Director serves at the pleasure of the University Board, and may be removed with or without 
cause at any time. 
 

Section 4.4. Incompatible Public Offices and Conflicts of Interest Statutes. The Academy shall 
comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, being MCL 15.181 et seq. of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities statute, being MCL 15.321 et seq. of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to 
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conflicts of interest. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, the following shall be deemed 
prohibited conflicts of interest for purposes of this Contract: 
 

(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 
director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company  that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy; 

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy 

employee; 
 
(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent 

contractor to the Academy; 
 
(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 

governing board of another public school;  
 
(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 

employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 
 
(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership 

or financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 
 

Section 4.5. Prohibition of Identified Family Relationships. The Academy Board shall prohibit 
specifically identified family relationships pursuant to applicable law and the Terms and Conditions of this 
Contract. Language in this Section controls over section 1203 of the Code. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Contract, the following shall be deemed prohibited familial relationships for the purposes 
of this Contract: 
 

(a) No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the 
person’s mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-
law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 
(i) Is employed by the Academy; 
(ii) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy;  
(iii) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical, or other 

significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing 
company;  

(iv) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement 
with the Academy; or 

(v) Is a current Academy Board member. 
 

(b) The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services 
to, the Academy. For purposes of this subsection, familial relationship means a person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, 
sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner. 

 
Section 4.6. Oath of Public Office. Before entering upon the duties of a public school board 

member, each Academy Board member shall take the constitutional oath of office as required by the Code 
and as set forth in the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution. 
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Section 4.7. Academy Counsel. The Academy Board shall select, retain and pay legal counsel to 
represent the Academy. The Academy shall not retain any attorney to represent the Academy if the attorney 
or the attorney’s law firm also represents the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or any person or 
entity leasing real property to the Academy, if any. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE V  
CORPORATE STRUCTURE OF THE ACADEMY 

 
Section 5.1. Nonprofit Corporation. The Academy shall be organized and operate as a public school 

academy corporation organized under the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended,  Act No. 162 
of the Public Acts of 1982, being Sections 450.2101 to 450.3192 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
Notwithstanding any provision of the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended, the Academy shall 
not take any action inconsistent with the provisions of Part 6A of the Code or other Applicable Law. 
 

Section 5.2. Articles of Incorporation. The Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Academy, as 
set forth in Schedule 1, shall be the Articles of Incorporation of the Academy. 
 

Section 5.3. Bylaws. The Amended Bylaws of the Academy, as set forth in Schedule 2, shall be the 
Bylaws of the Academy. 

 
 

ARTICLE VI  
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

 
Section 6.1. Governance Structure. The Academy shall be organized and administered under the 

direction of the Academy Board and pursuant to the Governance Structure as set forth in Schedule 7a. The 
Academy shall have four officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. The officer positions 
shall be filled by persons who are members of the Academy Board. A description of their duties is included 
in Schedule 2. 
 

Section 6.2. Educational Goal and Related Measures. The Academy shall achieve, or demonstrate 
measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the achievement of, the educational goal and related 
measures identified in Schedule 7b and the results of the academic assessments identified in Schedule 7e. 
Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written report, along with supporting data, 
assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. 
 

Section 6.3. Educational Programs. The Academy shall implement, deliver and support the 
educational programs identified in Schedule 7c.  
 

Section 6.4. Curriculum. The Academy shall implement, deliver and support the curriculum 
identified in Schedule 7d.  
 

Section 6.5. Methods of Pupil Assessment. The Academy shall properly administer the academic 
assessments identified in Schedule 7e and in accordance with the requirements detailed in the Master 
Calendar. The Academy also shall assess pupil performance using all applicable testing that the Code or 
the Contract require. The Academy shall provide the Center direct access to the results of these assessments, 
along with any other measures of academic achievement reasonably requested by the Center.  
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Section 6.6. Application and Enrollment of Students. The Academy shall comply with the 
application and enrollment requirements identified in Schedule 7f.  
 

Section 6.7. School Calendar and School Day Schedule. The Academy shall comply with the school 
calendar and school day schedule requirements as set forth in Schedule 7g. 
 

Section 6.8. Age or Grade Range of Pupils. The Academy shall comply with the age or grade ranges 
as stated in Schedule 7h.  
 

Section 6.9. Collective Bargaining Agreements. Collective bargaining agreements, if any, with 
employees of the Academy shall be the responsibility of the Academy. 
 

Section 6.10. Accounting Standards. The Academy shall at all times comply with generally 
accepted public sector accounting principles and accounting system requirements that comply with the State 
School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421, et seq., 
and applicable State Board and Michigan Department of Education rules. 
 

Section 6.11. Annual Financial Statement Audit. The Academy shall conduct an annual financial 
statement audit prepared and reviewed by an independent certified public accountant. The Academy Board 
shall select, retain and pay the Academy’s independent auditor. The Academy Board shall not approve the 
retention of any independent auditor if that independent auditor or auditor’s firm is also performing 
accounting and/or auditing services for the Academy’s Educational Service Provider, if applicable. The 
Academy shall submit the annual financial statement audit and auditor's management letter to the Center in 
accordance with the Master Calendar. The Academy Board shall provide to the Center a copy of any 
responses to the auditor's management letter in accordance with the Master Calendar. 
 

Section 6.12. Address and Description of Physical Plant. The address and description of the 
physical plant for the Academy is set forth in Schedule 6. With the approval of the University Board, the 
Academy Board may operate the same configuration of age or grade levels at more than one (1) site if each 
configuration of age or grade levels and each site identified in Schedule 6 are under the direction and control 
of the Academy Board. University Board consideration regarding requests to add additional site(s) shall 
include, but not be limited to, the Academy Board’s demonstration that it meets all statutory requirements 
under the Code. 
 

Section 6.13. Contributions and Fund Raising. The Academy may solicit and receive contributions 
and donations as permitted by law. No solicitation shall indicate that a contribution to the Academy is for 
the benefit of Central Michigan University. 
 

Section 6.14. Disqualified Organizational or Contractual Affiliations. The Academy shall comply 
with all state and federal law applicable to public schools concerning church-state issues. To the extent 
disqualified under the state or federal constitutions, the Academy shall not be organized by a church or 
other religious organization and shall not have any organizational or contractual affiliation with or 
constitute a church or other religious organization. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to diminish or 
enlarge the civil and political rights, privileges and capacities of any person on account of his or her 
religious belief. 
 

Section 6.15. Method for Monitoring Academy's Compliance with Applicable Law and its Targeted 
Educational Outcomes. The Academy shall perform the compliance certification duties required by the 
University Board as outlined in the Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement set forth as Schedule 
4. In addition to the University Board's oversight responsibilities and other Academy compliance and 
reporting requirements set forth in this Contract, the Academy's compliance with the annual Master 
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Calendar shall serve as one means by which the University will monitor the Academy's compliance with 
Applicable Law.  
 

Section 6.16. Matriculation Agreements. Before the Academy Board approves a matriculation 
agreement with another public school, the Academy shall provide a draft copy of the agreement to the 
Center for review. Any matriculation agreement entered into by the Academy shall be added to Schedule 
7f through a contract amendment approved in accordance with the Contract.  
 

Section 6.17. Postings of Accreditation Status. The Academy shall post notices to the Academy’s 
homepage of its website disclosing the accreditation status of each school as required by the Code. 
 
 

ARTICLE VII  
TUITION PROHIBITED 

 
Section 7.1. Tuition Prohibited; Fees and Expenses. The Academy shall not charge tuition. The 

Academy may impose fees and require payment of expenses for activities of the Academy where such fees 
and payments are not prohibited by Applicable Law. 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII  
COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 

 
Section 8.1. Compliance with Applicable Law. The Academy shall comply with all applicable state 

and federal laws. Nothing in this Contract shall be deemed to apply any other state or federal law to the 
Academy.  
 
 

ARTICLE IX  
AMENDMENT 

 
Section 9.1. Amendments. The University Board and the Academy acknowledge that the operation 

and administration of a public school academy and the improvement of educational outcomes over time 
will require appropriate amendment of this Contract. In order to assure a proper balance between the need 
for independent development of the Academy and the statutory responsibilities of the University Board as 
an authorizing body, the parties have established a flexible process for amending this Contract. 
 

Section 9.2. Process for Amendment Initiated by the Academy. The Academy, by a majority vote 
of its Board of Directors, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this Contract or may propose a 
meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract. The proposal will be made to the University Board 
through its designee. The University Board delegates to the Center Director the review and approval of 
changes or amendments to this Contract. In the event that a proposed change is not accepted by the Center 
Director, the University Board may consider and vote upon a change proposed by the Academy following 
an opportunity for a presentation to the University Board by the Academy.  
 

Section 9.3. Process for Amendment Initiated by the University Board. The University Board, or 
an authorized designee, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this Contract or may propose a 
meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract. The University Board delegates to the Center Director 
the review and approval of changes or amendments to this Contract. The Academy Board may delegate to 
a Director of the Academy the review and negotiation of changes or amendments to this Contract. The 
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Contract shall be amended as requested by the University Board upon a majority vote of the Academy 
Board. 
 

Section 9.4. Final Approval of Amendments. Amendments to this Contract take effect only after 
they have been approved by the Academy Board and by the University Board or the Center Director. If the 
proposed amendment conflicts with any of the University Board’s general policies on public school 
academies, the proposed amendment shall take effect only after approval by the Academy Board and the 
University Board. 
 

Section 9.5. Change in Existing Law. If, after the effective date of this Contract, there is a change 
in Applicable Law which alters or amends the responsibilities and obligations of either the Academy or the 
University Board, this Contract shall be altered or amended to reflect the change in existing law as of the 
effective date of such change. To the extent possible, the responsibilities and obligations of the Academy 
and the University Board shall conform to and be carried out in accordance with the change in Applicable 
Law. 
 

Section 9.6. Emergency Action on Behalf of University Board. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Contract to the contrary, the contents of this Section shall govern in the event of an 
emergency situation that arises between meetings of the University Board. An emergency situation shall be 
deemed to occur if the University President, in his or her sole discretion, determines that the facts and 
circumstances warrant that emergency action take place before the next meeting of the University Board. 
Upon the determination that an emergency situation exists, the University President may temporarily take 
action on behalf of the University Board with regard to the Academy or the Contract, so long as such action 
is in the best interest of the University Board and the University President consults with the University 
Board Chairperson prior to taking the intended actions. When acting during an emergency situation, the 
University President shall have the authority to act in place of the University Board, and such emergency 
action shall only be effective in the interim before the earlier of (a) rejection of the emergency action by 
the Chairperson of the University Board; or (b) the next meeting of the University Board. The University 
President shall immediately report such action to the University Board for confirmation at the next meeting 
so that the emergency action continues or, upon confirmation by the University Board, becomes permanent. 
 
 

ARTICLE X  
CONTRACT REVOCATION, TERMINATION, AND SUSPENSION 

 
Section 10.1. Statutory Grounds for Revocation. In addition to the other grounds for revocation in 

Section 10.2 and the automatic revocation in Section 10.3 of these Terms and Conditions, the University 
Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10.6, upon a determination 
that one or more of the following has occurred: 
 

(a) Failure of the Academy to demonstrate improved pupil academic achievement for all groups 
of pupils or abide by and meet the educational goal and related measures set forth in this 
Contract; 

 
(b) Failure of the Academy to comply with all Applicable Law;  
 
(c) Failure of the Academy to meet generally accepted public sector accounting principles and to 

demonstrate sound fiscal stewardship; or 
 
(d) The existence of one or more other grounds for revocation as specified in this Contract. 
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Section 10.2. Other Grounds for Revocation. In addition to the statutory grounds for revocation set 
forth in Section 10.1 and the grounds for an automatic revocation set forth in Section 10.3, the University 
Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10.6, upon a determination 
that one or more of the following has occurred: 
 

(a) The Academy fails to achieve or demonstrate measurable progress toward achieving the 
educational goal and related measures identified in this Contract; 

 
(b) The Academy fails to properly implement, consistently deliver, and support the educational 

programs or curriculum identified in this Contract; 
 
(c) The Academy is insolvent, has been adjudged bankrupt, or has operated for two or more school 

fiscal years with a Fund Balance Deficit; 
 
(d) The Academy has insufficient enrollment to successfully operate a public school academy, or 

the Academy has lost more than fifty percent (50%) of its student enrollment from the previous 
school year; 

 
(e) The Academy fails to fulfill the compliance and reporting requirements or defaults in any of 

the terms, conditions, promises or representations contained in or incorporated into this 
Contract or, during the term of this Contract, it is discovered by the Center that the Academy 
failed to fulfill the compliance and reporting requirements or there was a violation of a prior 
Contract issued by the University Board; 

 
(f) The Academy files amendments to its Articles of Incorporation with the Michigan Department 

of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, without first obtaining the Center’s approval; 
 
(g) The Center Director discovers grossly negligent, fraudulent or criminal conduct by the 

Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, employees or agents in relation to their 
performance under this Contract; or 

 
(h) The Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, employees or agents have provided false or 

misleading information or documentation to the Center in connection with the University 
Board's approval of the Application, the issuance of this Contract, or the Academy's reporting 
requirements under this Contract or Applicable Law. 

 
Section 10.3. Automatic Amendment Of Contract; Automatic Termination of Contract If All 

Academy Sites Closed; Economic Hardship Termination. Except as otherwise provided in this Section 10.3, 
if the University Board is notified by the Department that an Academy site is subject to closure under 
section 507 of the Code, MCL 380.507 (“State’s Automatic Closure Notice”), then this Contract shall 
automatically be amended to eliminate the Academy’s authority to operate certain age and grade levels at 
the site or sites identified in the State’s Automatic Closure Notice. If the State’s Automatic Closure Notice 
includes all of the Academy’s existing sites,  then this Contract shall automatically be terminated at the end 
of the current school year in which either the State’s Automatic Closure Notice is received without any 
further action of the University Board or the Academy.  
 

Following receipt of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, the Center Director shall forward a copy 
of the notice to the Academy Board and request a meeting with the Academy Board representatives to 
discuss the Academy’s plans and procedures for the elimination of certain age or grade levels at the 
identified site or sites, or if all of the Academy’s existing sites are included in that notice, then wind-up and 
dissolution of the Academy corporation at the end of the current school year. All Academy inquiries and 
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requests for reconsideration of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, including the granting of any hardship 
exemption by the Department rescinding the State’s Automatic Closure Notice (“Pupil Hardship 
Exemption”), shall be directed to the Department, in a form and manner determined by the Department. If 
the Department rescinds the State’s Automatic Closure Notice for an Academy site or sites by granting a 
Pupil Hardship Exemption, the Academy is not required to close the identified site(s), but shall present to 
the Center a proposed Contract amendment incorporating the Department’s school improvement plan, if 
applicable, for the identified site(s).  
 
 If the Department elects not to issue a Pupil Hardship Exemption and the Center Director 
determines, in his or her discretion, that the closure of one or more sites as directed by the Department 
creates a significant economic hardship for the Academy as a going concern or the possibility of a mid-year 
school closure, then the Center Director may recommend to the University Board that the Contract be 
terminated at the end of the current school year (hereinafter “Economic Hardship Termination”). If the 
University Board approves the Economic Hardship Termination recommendation, then this Contract shall 
terminate at the end of the current school year without any further action of the parties.  
 
 The University Board’s revocation procedures set forth in Section 10.6 do not apply to an automatic 
termination initiated by the State’s Automatic Closure Notice or an Economic Hardship Termination under 
this Section 10.3. 
  

Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract. The Academy Board, 
by majority vote of its Directors, may, at any time and for any reason, request termination of this Contract. 
The Academy Board’s request for termination shall be made to the Center Director not less than six (6) 
calendar months in advance of the Academy’s proposed effective date of termination. Upon receipt of an 
Academy request for termination, the Center Director shall present the Academy Board’s request for 
termination to the University Board. A copy of the Academy Board’s resolution approving of the Contract 
termination, including a summary of the reasons for terminating the Contract, shall be included with the 
Academy Board’s request for termination. Upon receipt of the Academy Board’s request for termination, 
the University Board shall consider and vote on the proposed termination request. The University Board 
may, in its sole discretion, waive the six (6) month advance notice requirement for terminating this Contract. 
  

Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract. The University 
Board, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to terminate the Contract (i) for any reason or for no reason 
provided that such termination shall not take place less than six (6) months from the date of the University 
Board’s action; or (ii) if there is a change in Applicable Law that the University Board, in its sole discretion, 
determines impairs its rights and obligations under the Contract or requires the University Board to make 
changes in the Contract that are not in the best interest of the University Board or the University, then such 
termination shall take effect at the end of the current Academy fiscal year. Following University Board 
approval, the Center Director shall provide notice of the termination to the Academy. If during the period 
between the University Board action to terminate and the effective date of termination, the Academy has 
violated the Contract or Applicable Law, the Contract may be revoked or suspended sooner pursuant to this 
Article X. If this Contract is terminated pursuant to this Section 10.5, the revocation procedures in Section 
10.6 shall not apply.  
  

Section 10.6. University Board Procedures for Revoking Contract. Except for the automatic 
revocation and procedures initiated by the State of Michigan set forth in Section 10.3, the University Board's 
process for revoking the Contract is as follows: 
 

(a) Notice of Intent to Revoke. The Center Director, upon reasonable belief that grounds for 
revocation of the Contract exist, shall notify the Academy Board of such grounds by issuing 
the Academy Board a Notice of Intent to Revoke for non-compliance with the Contract or 
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Applicable Law. The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall be in writing and shall set forth in 
sufficient detail the alleged grounds for revocation. 

 
(b) Academy Board's Response. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of Intent to 

Revoke, the Academy Board shall respond in writing to the alleged grounds for revocation. 
The Academy Board's response shall be addressed to the Center Director, and shall either admit 
or deny the allegations of non-compliance. If the Academy's response includes admissions of 
non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy Board's response must also 
contain a description of the Academy Board's plan and timeline for correcting the non-
compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law. If the Academy's response includes a denial 
of non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy's response shall include 
sufficient documentation or other evidence to support a denial of non-compliance with the 
Contract or Applicable Law. A response not in compliance with this Section shall be deemed 
to be non-responsive. As part of its response, the Academy Board may request that a meeting 
be scheduled with the Center Director prior to a review of the Academy Board's response. 

 
(c) Plan of Correction. Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the Academy Board's response or 

after a meeting with Academy Board representatives, the Center Director shall review the 
Academy Board's response and determine whether a reasonable plan for correcting the 
deficiencies can be formulated. If the Center Director determines that a reasonable plan for 
correcting the deficiencies set forth in the Notice of Intent to Revoke can be formulated, the 
Center Director shall develop a plan for correcting the non-compliance ("Plan of Correction") 
which may include Reconstitution pursuant to 10.6(d) of these Terms and Conditions. In 
developing a Plan of Correction, the Center Director is permitted to adopt, modify or reject 
some or all of the Academy Board's response for correcting the deficiencies outlined in the 
Notice of Intent to Revoke. The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall be closed if the Center Director 
determines any of the following: (i) the Academy Board's denial of non-compliance is 
persuasive; (ii) the non-compliance set forth in the Notice of Intent to Revoke has been 
corrected by the Academy Board; or (iii) the Academy Board has successfully completed the 
Plan of Correction.  

 
(d) University Board’s Contract Reconstitution Provision. The Center Director may reconstitute 

the Academy in an effort to improve student educational performance or to avoid interruption 
of the educational process. Reconstitution may include, but is not limited to, one of the 
following actions: (i) removal of 1 or more members of the Academy Board; (ii) termination 
of at-will board appointments of 1 or more Academy Board members in accordance with the 
Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution; (iii) withdrawing approval of a 
contract under Section 506 of the Code; or (iv) the appointment of a new Academy Board or a 
Conservator to take over operations of the Academy.  

 
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, reconstitution of the Academy does not 
prohibit the Department from issuing an order under section 507 of the Code, MCL 380.507, 
directing the automatic closure of the Academy’s site(s).  

 
(e) Request for Revocation Hearing. The Center Director may initiate a revocation hearing before 

the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel if the Center Director determines that any of the 
following has occurred: 

 
(i) the Academy Board has failed to respond to the Notice of Intent to Revoke as set forth in 

Section 10.6(b); 
(ii) the Academy Board's response to the Notice of Intent to Revoke is non-responsive; 
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(iii) the Academy Board's response admits violations of the Contract or Applicable Law which 
the Center Director deems cannot be remedied or cannot be remedied in an appropriate 
period of time, or for which the Center Director determines that a Plan of Correction 
cannot be formulated; 

(iv) the Academy Board's response contains denials that are not supported by sufficient 
documentation or other evidence showing compliance with the Contract or Applicable 
Law; 

(v) the Academy Board has not complied with part or all of a Plan of Correction established 
in Section 10.6(c); 

(vi) the Academy Board has engaged in actions that jeopardize the financial or educational 
integrity of the Academy; or 

(vii) the Academy Board has been issued multiple or repeated Notices of Intent to Revoke. 
 

The Center Director shall send a copy of the request for revocation hearing to the Academy 
Board at the same time the request is sent to the Hearing Panel. The request for revocation shall 
identify the reasons for revoking the Contract. 

 
(f) Hearing before the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel. Within thirty (30) days of receipt 

of a request for revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall convene a revocation hearing. The 
Hearing Panel shall provide a copy of the notice of hearing to the Center and the Academy 
Board at least ten (10) days before the hearing. The purpose of the Hearing Panel is to gather 
facts surrounding the Center Director's request for Contract revocation, and to make a 
recommendation to the University Board on whether the Contract should be revoked. The 
revocation hearing shall be held at a location, date and time as determined by the Center 
Director and shall not last more than three hours. The hearing shall be transcribed and the cost 
shall be divided equally between the University and the Academy. The Center Director or his 
or her designee, and the Academy Board or its designee, shall each have equal time to make 
their presentation to the Hearing Panel. Although each party is permitted to submit affidavits 
and exhibits in support of their positions, the Hearing Panel will not hear testimony from any 
witnesses for either side. The Hearing Panel may, however, question the Center Director and 
the Academy Board. Within thirty (30) days of the revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall 
make a recommendation to the University Board concerning the revocation of the Contract. 
For good cause, the Hearing Panel may extend any time deadline set forth in this subsection. 
A copy of the Hearing Panel's recommendation shall be provided to the Center and the 
Academy Board at the same time that the recommendation is sent to the University Board. 

 
(g) University Board Decision. If the Hearing Panel's recommendation is submitted to the 

University Board at least fourteen (14) days before the University Board's next regular meeting, 
the University Board shall consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation at its next regular 
meeting and vote on whether to revoke the Contract. The University Board reserves the right 
to modify, reject or approve all or any part of the Hearing Panel’s recommendation. The 
University Board shall have available to it copies of the Hearing Panel's recommendation and 
the transcript from the hearing. The University Board may waive the fourteen (14) day 
submission requirement or hold a special board meeting to consider the Hearing Panel's 
recommendation. A copy of the University Board's decision shall be provided to the Center, 
the Academy Board and the Department.  

 
(h) Effective Date of Revocation. If the University Board votes to revoke the Contract, the 

revocation shall be effective on the date of the University Board's act of revocation, or at a later 
date as determined by the University Board. 
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(i) Disposition of State School Aid Funds. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Contract, 
any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a recommendation is made 
by the Hearing Panel to revoke the Contract, or a decision by the University Board to revoke 
the Contract, may be withheld by the University Board or returned to the Michigan Department 
of Treasury upon request. The University Board may also direct that a portion of the Academy’s 
state school aid funds be directed to fund the Academy’s Dissolution account established under 
Section 10.9 of these Terms and Conditions. 

  
Section 10.7. Contract Suspension. The University Board's process for suspending the Contract is 

as follows: 
 

(a) The Center Director Action. If the Center Director determines, in his or her sole discretion, that 
certain conditions or circumstances exist such that the Academy Board:  

 
(i) has placed staff or students at risk;  
(ii) is not properly exercising its fiduciary obligations to protect and preserve the Academy's 

public funds and property;  
(iii) has lost its right to occupancy of the physical facilities described in Schedule 6, and cannot 

find another suitable physical facility for the Academy prior to the expiration or termination 
of its right to occupy its existing physical facilities;  

(iv) has failed to secure or has lost the necessary fire, health, and safety approvals as required 
by Schedule 6;  

(v) has willfully or intentionally violated this Contract or Applicable Law; or  
(vi) has violated Section 10.2(g) or (h),  
 
then the Center Director may immediately suspend the Contract, pending completion of the 
procedures set forth in Section 10.6. A copy of the suspension notice, setting forth the grounds 
for suspension, shall be sent to the Academy Board and to the Hearing Panel. If this subsection 
is implemented, the notice and hearing procedures set forth in Section 10.6 shall be expedited 
as much as possible.  

 
(b) Disposition of State School Aid Funds. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Contract, 

any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a decision by the Center 
Director to suspend the Contract, shall be retained by the University Board for the Academy 
until the Contract is reinstated, or shall be returned to the Michigan Department of Treasury 
upon the State’s request. 

 
(c) Immediate Revocation Proceeding. If the Academy Board, after receiving a notice of Contract 

suspension from the Center Director, continues to engage in conduct or activities that are 
covered by the suspension notice, the Hearing Panel may immediately convene a revocation 
hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth in section 10.6(e) of this Contract. The 
Hearing Panel has the authority to accelerate the timeline for revoking the Contract, provided 
that notice of the revocation hearing shall be provided to the Center and the Academy Board at 
least five (5) days before the hearing. If the Hearing Panel determines that the Academy Board 
has continued to engage in conduct or activities that are covered by the suspension notice, the 
Hearing Panel may recommend revocation of the Contract. The University Board shall proceed 
to consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation in accordance with sections 10.6(f) through 
(h).  

 
Section 10.8. Conservator; Appointment By University President. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of the Contract, in the event that the University President, in his or her sole discretion, determines 
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that the health, safety and welfare of Academy students, property or funds are at risk, the University 
President, after consulting with the University Board Chairperson, may appoint a person to serve as the 
Conservator of the Academy. Upon appointment, the Conservator shall have all the powers and authority 
of the Academy Board under this Contract and Applicable Law and shall act in the place and stead of the 
Academy Board. The University President shall appoint the Conservator for a definite term which may be 
extended in writing at his or her sole discretion. During the appointment, the Academy Board members and 
their terms in office are suspended and all powers of the Academy Board are suspended. All appointments 
made under this provision must be presented to the University Board for final determination at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. During their appointment, the Conservator shall have the following powers: 
 

(a) take into his or her possession all Academy property and records, including financial, board, 
employment and student records; 

 
(b) institute and defend actions by or on behalf of the Academy; 
 
(c) continue the business of the Academy including entering into contracts, borrowing money, and 

pledging, mortgaging, or otherwise encumbering the property of the Academy as security for 
the repayment of loans. However, the power shall be subject to any provisions and restrictions 
in any existing credit documents; 

 
(d) hire, fire, evaluate and discipline employees of the Academy; 
 
(e) settle or compromise with any debtor or creditor of the Academy, including any governmental 

or taxing authority; 
 
(f) review all outstanding agreements to which the Academy is a party and to take those actions 

which the Academy Board may have exercised to pay, extend, rescind, renegotiate or settle 
such agreements as needed; and 

 
(g) perform all acts necessary and appropriate to fulfill the Academy’s purposes as set forth under 

this Contract or Applicable Law. 
 

Section 10.9.  Academy Dissolution Account. If the University Board terminates, revokes or fails 
to issue a new Contract to the Academy, the Center Director shall notify the Academy that, beginning thirty 
(30) days after notification of the University Board’s decision, the University Board may direct up to 
$10,000 from each subsequent State School Aid Fund payment, not to exceed a combined total of $30,000, 
to a separate Academy account (“Academy Dissolution Account”) to be used exclusively to pay the costs 
associated with the wind-up and dissolution responsibilities of the Academy. Within five (5) business days 
of the Center Director’s notice, the Academy Board Treasurer shall provide the Center Director, in a form 
and manner determined by the Center, with account detail information and authorization to direct such 
funds to the Academy Dissolution Account. The Academy Dissolution Account shall be under the sole care, 
custody and control of the Academy Board, and such funds shall not be used by the Academy to pay any 
other Academy debt or obligation until such time as all the wind-up and dissolution expenses have been 
satisfied. An intercept agreement entered into by the Academy and a third-party lender or trustee shall 
include language that the third party lender or trustee acknowledges and consents to the funding of the 
Academy’s dissolution account in accordance with this Contract. Any unspent funds remaining in the 
Academy’s dissolution account after payment of all wind-up and dissolution expenses shall be returned to 
the Academy. 
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ARTICLE XI  
PROVISIONS RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES 

 
Section 11.1. The Academy Budget; Transmittal of Budgetary Assumptions; Budget Deficit; 

Enhanced Deficit Elimination Plan. The Academy agrees to comply with all of the following:  
 

(a) The Academy Board is responsible for establishing, approving, and amending an annual budget 
in accordance with the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421, et seq. The 
Academy Board shall submit to the Center a copy of its annual budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year in accordance with the Master Calendar. The budget must detail budgeted expenditures at 
the object level as described in the Department’s Michigan School Accounting Manual. In 
addition, the Academy Board is responsible for approving all revisions and amendments to the 
annual budget. In accordance with the Master Calendar, revisions or amendments to the 
Academy's budget shall be submitted to the Center following Academy Board approval. 

 
(b) Unless exempted from transmitting under section 1219 of the Code, MCL 380.1219, the 

Academy, on or before July 7th of each school fiscal year, shall transmit to the Center for 
Educational Performance and Information (“CEPI”) the budgetary assumptions used when 
adopting its annual budget pursuant to the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 
141.421 et seq. 

 
(c) The Academy shall not adopt or operate under a deficit budget, or incur an operating deficit in 

a fund during any fiscal year. At any time during the term of this Contract, the Academy shall 
not have an existing deficit fund balance, incur a deficit fund balance, or adopt a current year 
budget that projects a deficit fund balance. If the Academy has an existing deficit fund balance, 
incurs a deficit fund balance in the most recently completed school fiscal year, or adopts a 
current year budget that projects a deficit fund balance, all of the following apply: 

 
(i) The Academy shall notify the Superintendent and the State Treasurer immediately upon 

the occurrence of the circumstance, and provide a copy of the notice to the Center; 
(ii) Within 30 days after making notification under subdivision (i), the Academy shall submit 

to the Superintendent in the form and manner prescribed by the Department an amended 
budget for the current school fiscal year and a deficit elimination plan approved by the 
Academy Board, with a copy to the State Treasurer. The Academy shall transmit a copy of 
the amended budget and the deficit elimination plan to the Center; and 

(iii) After the Superintendent approves Academy's deficit elimination plan, the Academy shall 
post the deficit elimination plan on the Academy's website. 

 
(d) If the Academy is required by the State Treasurer to submit an enhanced deficit elimination 

plan under section 1220 of the Code, MCL 380.1220, the Academy shall do all of the following: 
 

(i) The enhanced deficit elimination plan shall be approved by the Academy Board before 
submission;   

(ii) After the State Treasurer approves an enhanced deficit elimination plan for the Academy, 
the Academy shall post the enhanced deficit elimination plan on the Academy’s website; 
and  

(iii) As required, submit to the Superintendent and State Treasurer an enhanced monthly 
monitoring reports in a form and manner prescribed by the State Treasurer and post such 
monthly reports on the Academy’s website. 
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Section 11.2. Insurance. The Academy Board shall secure and maintain in its own name, as the 
"first named insured," insurance coverage as required by the University’s insurance carrier. 
 

The insurance must be obtained from a licensed mutual, stock, or other responsible company 
licensed to do business in the State of Michigan. The Academy may join with other public school academies 
to obtain insurance if the Academy Board finds that such an association provides economic advantages to 
the Academy, provided that each Academy maintains its identity as first named insured. The Academy shall 
list the University on the insurance policies as an additional insured as required by the University’s 
insurance carrier. The coverage provided to the University as an additional covered person or organization 
will be primary and non-contributory with the University’s insurance carrier. The Academy shall have a 
provision included in all policies requiring notice to the University, at least thirty (30) days in advance, 
upon termination or non-renewal of the policy for any reason other than nonpayment which would require 
a ten (10) day advance notice to the University. In addition, the Academy shall provide the Center copies 
of all insurance policies required by this Contract.  
 

When changing insurance programs or carriers, the Academy must provide copies of the proposed 
policies to the Center at least thirty (30) days prior to the proposed change. The Academy shall not cancel 
or change its existing carrier without the prior review of the Center. 
 

The University’s insurance carrier periodically reviews the types and amounts of insurance 
coverage that the Academy must secure in order for the University to maintain insurance coverage for the 
authorization and oversight of the Academy. In the event that the University’s insurance carrier requests 
additional changes in coverage identified in this Section 11.2, the Academy agrees to comply with any 
additional changes in the types and amounts of coverage requested by the University’s insurance carrier 
within thirty (30) days after notice of the insurance coverage change. 
 

The Academy may expend funds for payment of the cost of participation in an accident or medical 
insurance program to insure protection for pupils while attending school or participating in a school 
program or activity. Other insurance policies and higher minimums may be required depending upon 
academic offerings and program requirements. 
 

Pursuant to Section 3.6 of these Terms and Conditions, the University requires that any Educational 
Service Provider or employee leasing company that enters into a contract with the Academy must obtain 
insurance coverage similar to the insurance coverage that is currently required for the Academy. 
Accordingly, any agreement between the Academy and an Educational Service Provider or employee 
leasing company shall contain a provision requiring the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing 
company to comply with the coverage requirements recommended by the University’s insurance carrier. 
Furthermore, the agreement between the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company and 
the Academy shall contain a provision stating that “in the event that the University’s insurance carrier 
recommends any change in coverage by the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company, 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company agrees to comply with any changes in the 
type and amount of coverage as requested by the University or the University’s insurance carrier within 
thirty (30) days after notice of the insurance coverage change.”  
 

Section 11.3. Legal Liabilities and Covenant Against Suit. The Academy acknowledges and agrees 
that it has no authority to extend the faith and credit of the University or to enter into a contract that would 
bind the University. The Academy also is limited in its authority to contract by the amount of funds obtained 
from the state school aid fund, as provided hereunder, or from other independent sources. The Academy 
hereby covenants not to sue the University Board, the University or any of its Trustees, officers, employees, 
agents or representatives for any matters that arise under this Contract. The University does not assume any 
obligation with respect to any director, employee, agent, parent, guardian, student, or independent 
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contractor of the Academy, and no such person shall have the right or standing to bring suit against the 
University Board, the University or any of its Trustees, employees, agents, or independent contractors as a 
result of the issuance, non-issuance, oversight, revocation, termination or suspension of this Contract. 
 

Section 11.4. Lease or Deed for Proposed Site. The Academy shall provide to the Center copies of 
its proposed lease or deed for the premises in which the Academy shall operate. Following the Center’s 
review, a copy of the Academy’s lease or deed shall be incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 6 
and in accordance with Article IX, as applicable.  
 

Section 11.5. Certificate(s) of Use and Occupancy. The Academy Board shall: (i) ensure that the 
Academy’s physical facilities comply with all fire, health and safety standards applicable to schools; and 
(ii) possess the necessary occupancy certificates for the Academy’s physical facilities. The Academy Board 
shall not occupy or use any facility until approved for occupancy by the Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Construction Codes. Copies of these Certificate(s) of Use and Occupancy 
shall be incorporated into this Contract under Schedule 6 and in accordance with Article IX, as applicable. 
 

Section 11.6. New Building Construction or Renovations. The Academy shall not commence 
construction on a new school building or the major renovation of an existing school building unless the 
Academy consults on the plans of the construction or major renovation regarding school safety issues with 
the law enforcement agency that is or will be the first responder for that school building. School building 
includes either a building intended to be used to provide pupil instruction or a recreational or athletic 
structure or field used by pupils. 
 

Section 11.7. Criminal Background and History Checks; Disclosure of Unprofessional Conduct. 
The Academy shall comply with section 1230 and 1230a of the Code concerning criminal background and 
criminal history checks for its teachers, school administrator(s), and for any other position requiring State 
Board approval. In addition, the Academy shall comply with section 1230b of the Code concerning the 
disclosure of unprofessional conduct by persons applying for Academy employment. This Section 11.7 
shall apply to such persons irrespective of whether they are employed by the Academy or employed by 
another entity contracting with the Academy. 
 

Section 11.8. Special Education. Pursuant to Section 1701a of the Code, the Academy shall comply 
with Article III, Part 29 of the Code, MCL 380.1701 et seq., concerning the provision of special education 
programs and services at the Academy as referenced in Contract Schedule 7c. Upon receipt, the Academy 
shall notify the Center of any due process or state complaint filed against the Academy or notice of state 
audit. 
   

Section 11.9. Information Available to the Public and the Center. 
 

(a) Information to be provided by the Academy. In accordance with Applicable Law, the Academy 
shall make information concerning its operation and management, including, without 
limitation, information in Schedule 8 available to the public and the Center. 

 
(b) Information to be provided by Educational Service Provider. The agreement between the 

Academy and the Educational Service Provider shall contain a provision requiring the 
Educational Service Provider to make information concerning the operation and management 
of the Academy, including the information in Schedule 8, available to the Academy as deemed 
necessary by the Academy Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations 
under paragraph 11.9 (a) above. 
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Section 11.10. Deposit of Public Funds by the Academy. The Academy Board agrees to comply 
with Section 1221 of the Revised School Code, being MCL 380.1221, regarding the deposit of all public 
or private funds received by the Academy. Such deposit shall be made within three (3) days after receipt of 
the funds by the Academy. Only Academy Board members or designated Academy Board employees may 
be a signatory on any Academy bank account. 
 

Section 11.11. Nonessential Elective Course. If the Academy Board elects to provide nonessential 
elective courses to part-time pupils at a nonpublic school building, the Academy shall comply with Section 
166b of the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, MCL 388.1766b. Prior to providing instruction, the 
Academy Board shall ensure that the Academy has sufficient documentation to qualify for part-time pupil 
funding under the State School Aid Act. The provision of nonessential elective courses by the Academy 
shall be incorporated into Schedule 7c of this Contract by amendment pursuant to Article IX of these Terms 
and Conditions, as applicable. 
 

ARTICLE XII  
GENERAL TERMS 

 
Section 12.1. Notices. Any and all notices permitted or required to be given hereunder shall be 

deemed duly given: (i) upon actual delivery, if delivery is by hand; or (ii) upon receipt by the transmitting 
party of confirmation or answer back if delivery is by facsimile or electronic mail; or (iii) upon delivery 
into United States mail if delivery is by postage paid first class mail. Each such notice shall be sent to the 
respective party at the address indicated below or to any other address or person as the respective party may 
designate by notice delivered pursuant hereto: 
 

If to the University Board:  The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
     Attn: Executive Director 
     Central Michigan University 
     EHS 200 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

General Counsel:  General Counsel 
     Central Michigan University 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

Chief Financial Officer:  Vice President for Finance and Administrative Services 
     Central Michigan University 
     Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 
 

If to the Academy:  Academy Board President 
     West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 
     4463 Leonard Ave NW 

Walker, MI 49534  
 

Section 12.2. Severability. If any provision in this Contract is held to be invalid or unenforceable, 
it shall be ineffective only to the extent of the invalidity, without affecting or impairing the validity and 
enforceability of the remainder of the provision or the remaining provisions of this Contract. If any 
provision of this Contract shall be or become in violation of any local, state or federal law, such provision 
shall be considered null and void, and all other provisions shall remain in full force and effect.  
 

Section 12.3. Successors and Assigns. The terms and provisions of this Contract are binding on and 
shall inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective successors and permitted assigns. 
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Section 12.4. Entire Contract. Except as specifically provided in this Contract, this Contract sets 
forth the entire agreement between the University Board and the Academy with respect to the subject matter 
of this Contract. All prior contracts, representations, statements, negotiations, understandings, and 
undertakings are superseded by this Contract. 
 

Section 12.5. Assignment. This Contract is not assignable by the Academy. 
 

Section 12.6. Non-Waiver. Except as provided herein, no term or provision of this Contract shall 
be deemed waived and no breach or default shall be deemed excused, unless such waiver or consent shall 
be in writing and signed by the party claimed to have waived or consented. No consent by any party to, or 
waiver of, a breach or default by the other, whether expressed or implied, shall constitute consent to, waiver 
of, or excuse for any different or subsequent breach or default. 
 

Section 12.7. Governing Law. This Contract shall be governed and controlled by the laws of the 
State of Michigan as to interpretation, enforcement, validity, construction, and effect, and in all other 
respects. 
 

Section 12.8. Counterparts. This Contract may be executed in any number of counterparts. Each 
counterpart so executed shall be deemed an original, but all such counterparts shall together constitute one 
and the same instrument. 
 

 Section 12.9. Term of Contract. This Contract is for a fixed term and shall terminate at the end of 
the Contract term without any further action of either the University Board or the Academy. This Contract 
shall commence on the date first set forth above and shall remain in full force and effect for a period of ten 
(10) academic years and shall terminate on June 30, 2031, unless sooner revoked, terminated, or suspended 
pursuant to Article X of these Terms and Conditions. Pursuant to University Board policy, the standards by 
which the Academy may be considered for the issuance of a new contract will be guided by the following 
core questions: 
 

Is the Academy’s academic program successful? 
Is the Academy’s organization viable? 
Is the Academy demonstrating good faith in following the terms of its charter and applicable law? 

 
The Center shall establish the process and timeline for the issuance of a new contract. The standards 

for the issuance of a new contract shall include increases in academic achievement for all groups of pupils 
as measured by assessments and other objective criteria established by the University Board as the most 
important factor of whether to issue or not issue a new contract. Consistent with the Code, the University 
Board in its sole discretion may elect to issue or not issue a new contract to the Academy.  
 

Section 12.10. Indemnification of University. As a condition to receiving a grant of authority from 
the University Board to operate a public school pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, the 
Academy agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the University Board, the University and its 
officers, employees, agents or representatives from and against all demands, claims, actions, suits, causes 
of action, losses, judgments, liabilities, damages, fines, penalties, forfeitures, or any other liabilities or 
losses of any kind whatsoever, including costs and expenses (not limited to reasonable attorney fees, expert 
and other professional fees) settlement and prosecution imposed upon or incurred by the University, and 
not caused by the sole negligence of the University, which arise out of or are in any manner connected with 
the University Board’s approval of the public school academy application, the University Board’s 
consideration of or issuance of a Contract, the Academy’s preparation for or operation of a public school, 
or which are incurred as a result of the reliance by the University Board, the University and its officers, 
employees, agents or representatives upon information supplied by the Academy, or which arise out of the 
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Academy’s failure to comply with this Contract or Applicable Law. The foregoing provision shall not be 
deemed a relinquishment or waiver of any kind of Section 7 of the Governmental Liability for Negligence 
Act, being Act No. 170, Public Acts of Michigan, 1964.  
 

Section 12.11. Construction. This Contract shall be construed fairly as to both parties and not in 
favor of or against either party, regardless of which party prepared the Contract. 
 

Section 12.12. Force Majeure. If any circumstances occur which are beyond the control of the 
parties, which delay or render impossible the obligations of one or both of the parties, the parties' obligations 
to perform such services shall be postponed for an equivalent period of time or shall be canceled, if such 
performance has been rendered impossible by such circumstances. 
 

Section 12.13. No Third Party Rights. This Contract is made for the sole benefit of the Academy 
and the University Board. Except as otherwise expressly provided, nothing in this Contract shall create or 
be deemed to create a relationship between the parties hereto, or either of them, and any third person, 
including a relationship in the nature of a third party beneficiary or fiduciary. 
 

Section 12.14. Non-agency. It is understood that the Academy is not the agent of the University. 
 

Section 12.15. University Board or the Center’s General Policies on Public School Academies Shall 
Apply. Notwithstanding any provision of this Contract to the contrary, and with the exception of existing 
University Board or the Center policies regarding public school academies which shall apply immediately, 
University Board or the Center general policies clarifying procedure and requirements applicable to public 
school academies under this Contract, as from time to time adopted or amended, will automatically apply 
to the Academy, provided they are not inconsistent with provisions of this Contract. Before issuing general 
policies under this section, the University Board or the Center shall provide a draft of the proposed policies 
to the Academy Board. The Academy Board shall have at least thirty (30) days to provide comment to the 
Center on the proposed policies before such policies shall become effective.   
 

Section 12.16. Survival of Provisions. The terms, provisions, and representations contained in 
Section 11.2, Section 11.3, Section 11.9, Section 12.10, Section 12.13 and any other provisions of this 
Contract that by their sense and context are intended to survive termination of this Contract shall survive. 
 

Section 12.17. Termination of Responsibilities. Upon termination or revocation of the Contract, the 
University Board or its designee shall have no further obligations or responsibilities under this Contract to 
the Academy or any other person or persons in connection with this Contract. Upon termination or 
revocation of the Contract, the Academy may amend its articles of incorporation or bylaws as necessary to 
allow the Academy Board to: (a) take action to appoint Academy Board members in order to have a quorum 
necessary to take Academy Board action; or (b) effectuate a dissolution, provided that the Academy Board 
may not amend the articles of incorporation with regard to the disposition of assets upon dissolution. 
 

Section 12.18. Disposition of Academy Assets Upon Termination or Revocation of Contract.   
Following termination or revocation of the Contract, the Academy shall follow the applicable wind-up and 
dissolution provisions set forth in the Academy’s articles of incorporation, the Code, and Applicable Law. 
 

Section 12.19. Student Privacy. In order to protect the privacy of students enrolled at the Academy, 
the Academy Board, subject to Section 12.22, shall not: 
 

(a) Sell or otherwise provide to a for-profit business entity any personally identifiable information 
that is part of a pupil’s education records. This subsection does not apply to any of the following 
situations: 
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(i) for students enrolled in the Academy, providing such information to an ESP that has a 
contract with the Academy and whose contract has not been disapproved by the University; 

(ii) providing the information as necessary for standardized testing that measures a student’s 
academic progress and achievement; or 

(iii) providing the information as necessary to a person that is providing educational or 
educational support services to the student under a contract with either the Academy or an 
educational management organization that has a contract with the Academy and whose 
contract has not been disapproved by the University. 

 
(b) The terms “education records” and “personally identifiable information” shall have the same 

meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
  

Section 12.20. Disclosure of Information to Parents and Legal Guardians, subject to Section 12.22. 
 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after receiving a written request from a student’s parent or legal 
guardian, the Academy shall disclose without charge to the student’s parent or legal guardian 
any personally identifiable information concerning the student that is collected or created by 
the Academy as part of the student’s education records.  

 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (b) and within thirty (30) days after receiving 

a written request from a student’s parent or legal guardian, the Academy shall disclose to a 
student’s parent or legal guardian without charge any personally identifiable information 
provided to any person, agency or organization. The Academy’s disclosure shall include the 
specific information that was disclosed, the name and contact information of each person, 
agency, or organization to which the information has been disclosed; and the legitimate reason 
that the person, agency, or organization had in obtaining the information. The parental 
disclosure requirement does not apply to information that is provided: 

 
(i) to the Department or CEPI; 
(ii) to the student’s parent or legal guardian; 
(iii) by the Academy to the University Board, University, Center or to the ESP with which the 

Academy has a Management Agreement that has not been disapproved by the Center 
Director; 

(iv) by the Academy to the Academy’s intermediate school district or another intermediate 
school district providing services to Academy or the Academy’s students pursuant to a 
written agreement; 

(v) to the Academy by the Academy’s intermediate school district or another immediate 
school district providing services to pupils enrolled in the Academy pursuant to a written 
agreement; 

(vi) to the Academy by the University Board, University, Center; 
(vii) to a person, agency, or organization with written consent from the student’s parent or legal 

guardian, or from the student if the student is 18 years of age; 
(viii) to a person, agency, or organization seeking or receiving records in accordance with an 

order, subpoena, or ex parte order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction;  
(ix) to a person, agency, or organization as necessary for standardized testing that measures a 

student’s academic progress and achievement; or 
(x) in the absence of, or in compliance with, a properly executed opt-out form, as adopted by 

the Academy in compliance with section 1136(6) of the Code, pertaining to uses for which 
the Academy commonly would disclose a pupil’s “directory information.” 
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(c) If the Academy considers it necessary to make redacted copies of all or part of a student’s 
education records in order to protect personally identifiable information of another student, the 
Academy shall not charge the parent or legal guardian for the cost of those redacted copies. 

 
(d) The terms “education records,” “personally identifiable information,” and “directory 

information” shall have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
 

Section 12.21. List of Uses for Student Directory Information; Opt Out Form; Notice to Student’s 
Parent or Legal Guardian.  
 

(a) Subject to Section 12.22, the Academy shall do all of the following: 
(i) Develop a list of uses (the “Uses”) for which the Academy commonly would disclose a 

student’s directory information;  
(ii) Develop an opt-out form that lists all of the Uses and allows a student’s parent or guardian 

to elect not to have the student’s directory information disclosed for one (1) or more Uses; 
(iii) Present the opt-out form to each student’s parents or guardian within the first thirty (30) 

days of the school year and at other times upon request; and 
(iv) If an opt-out form is signed and submitted to the Academy by a student’s parent or 

guardian, then the Academy shall not include the student’s directory information in any of 
the Uses that have been opted out of in the opt-out form. 

 
(b) The term “directory information” shall have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 

 
Section 12.22. Confidential Address Restrictions. 
 
(a) The Academy shall not disclose the confidential address of a student if the student or the 

student's parent or legal guardian has obtained a participation card issued by the department of 
the attorney general under the address confidentiality program act and the parent or legal 
guardian provides notice of the issuance of the participation card, in a form and manner 
prescribed by the Michigan Department of Education. 

 
(b) The term “confidential address” shall have the meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 
 
Section 12.23. Partnership Agreement. If the Department and State School Reform/Redesign Office 

impose a partnership agreement on the Academy, the Academy shall work collaboratively with the 
Department, the State School Reform/Redesign Office and other partners to implement the partnership 
agreement. In the event that a provision in the partnership agreement is inconsistent with a provision in this 
Contract, this Contract shall control. 
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As the designated representative of the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees, I hereby issue this 
Contract to the Academy on the date first set forth above. 
 
 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
By:             
 Richard K. Studley, Chair 
        
 
Date:             
 
As the authorized representative of the Academy, I hereby certify that the Academy is able to comply with 
the Contract and all Applicable Law, and that the Academy, through its governing board, has approved and 
agreed to comply with and be bound by the Terms and Conditions of this Contract and all Applicable Law. 
 
WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
 
 
By:         
 Board President 
        
 
Date:        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 13 2021



As the designated representative of the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees, I hereby issue this 
Contract to the Academy on the date first set forth above. 

 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

By: 
Richard K. Studley, Chair 

Date: 

As the authorized representative of the Academy, I hereby certify that the Academy is able to comply with 
the Contract and all Applicable Law, and that the Academy, through its governing board, has approved and 
agreed to comply with and be bound by the Terms and Conditions of this Contract and all Applicable Law. 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

By: 
 Board President 

Date: 

05/24/2021
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AMENDED BYLAWS 
 

OF 
 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
                                                                         

ARTICLE I 
 NAME 
 

This organization shall be called West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (the 
"Academy" or the "corporation"). 
 

 
ARTICLE II 

 FORM OF ACADEMY 
 

The Academy is organized as a non-profit, non-stock, directorship corporation. 
 
 

ARTICLE III 
 OFFICES 
 

Section 1. Principal Office. The principal office of the Academy shall be located in the state 
of Michigan. 
 

Section 2. Registered Office. The registered office of the Academy may be the same as the 
principal office of the Academy, but in any event must be located in the state of Michigan, and be the 
business office of the resident agent, as required by the Michigan Non-Profit Corporation Act. Changes in 
the resident agent and registered address of the Academy must be reported to the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs and to The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools (“the 
Center.”) 

 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Section 1. General Powers. The business, property and affairs of the Academy shall be 
managed by the Academy Board of Directors ("Academy Board"). The Academy Board may exercise any 
and all of the powers granted to it under the Michigan Non-Profit Corporation Act or pursuant to Part 6A 
of the Revised School Code ("Code"). The Academy Board may delegate such powers to the officers and 
committees of the Academy Board as it deems necessary, so long as such delegation is consistent with the 
Articles, these Amended Bylaws, the Contract and Applicable Law. 
 

Section 2. Method of Selection and Appointment. The Central Michigan University Board of 
Trustees (“University Board”) shall prescribe the method of appointment for members of an Academy’s 
Board. The Center Director is authorized to develop and administer an academy board selection and 
appointment process that includes an Application for Public School Academy Board Appointment and is in 
accord with these policies: 
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a. The University Board shall appoint the initial and subsequent Academy Board by resolution, 
except as prescribed by subparagraph d. The Center Director shall recommend qualified 
individuals to the University Board.  

 
b. The Academy Board, by resolution and majority vote, shall nominate its subsequent members, 

except as provided otherwise. The Academy Board shall recommend to the Center Director at 
least one nominee for each vacancy. Nominees shall submit the Application for Public School 
Academy Board Appointment for review by the Center. The Center Director may or may not 
recommend the appointment of a nominee submitted by the Academy Board. If the Center 
Director does not recommend the appointment of a nominee submitted by the Academy Board, 
he/she may select and recommend another nominee or may request the Academy Board submit 
a new nominee for consideration. 

 
c. An individual appointed to fill a vacancy created other than by the expiration of a term shall be 

appointed for the unexpired term of that vacant position. 
 

d. Under exigent conditions, and with the approval of the University Board’s chair and the 
University President, the Center Director may appoint a qualified individual to the Academy 
Board. All appointments made under this provision must be presented to the University Board 
for final determination at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The University Board reserves 
the right to review, rescind, modify, ratify, or approve any appointments made under this 
provision. 

 
Section 3. Length of Term. A Director of the Academy Board shall serve at the pleasure of 

the University Board. Terms of the initial positions of the Academy Board shall be staggered in accordance 
with The Academy Board of Directors Table of Staggered Terms and Appointments established and 
administered by the Center Director. Subsequent appointments shall be for a term of office not to exceed 
four (4) years, except as prescribed by The Academy Board of Directors Table of Staggered Terms and 
Appointments. 
 

Section 4. Number of Director Positions. The number of director positions on the Academy 
Board shall not be less than five (5) nor more than nine (9) as determined by the University Board. If the 
Academy Board fails to maintain its full membership by making appropriate and timely nominations, the 
Center Director may deem that failure an exigent condition. 
 

Section 5.  Qualifications of Academy Board Members.  To be qualified to serve on the 
Academy Board, a person shall, among other things:  (a) be a citizen of the United States; (b) be a resident 
of the State of Michigan; (c) submit all materials requested by the Center including, but not limited to, the 
Application for Public School Academy Board Appointment which must include authorization to process a 
criminal background check; and (d) annually submit a conflict of interest disclosure as prescribed by the 
Center.  

 
The members of the Academy Board shall not include (a) employees of the Academy; (b) any 

director, officer, or employee of a service provider that contracts with the Academy; (c) a Central Michigan 
University official or employee, as a representative of Central Michigan University.  
 

Section 6.  Oath of Public Office. All members of the Academy Board must take the 
constitutional oath of office and sign the Oath of Public Office before beginning their service. The Oath of 
Public Office shall be filed with the Center. 
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Section 7. Tenure. Each Director shall hold office until the Director's replacement, death, 
resignation, removal or until the expiration of the term, whichever occurs first. 
 

Section 8. Removal and Suspension. If the University Board determines that the service in 
office of a Director of the Academy Board is no longer necessary, then the University Board may remove 
the Academy Board member with or without cause and shall specify the date when the Academy Board 
member’s service ends. The Academy Board member may also be removed from office for cause by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the Academy’s Board. 
 

With the approval of the University Board’s chair and the University President, the Center Director 
may suspend the service of a Director of the Academy Board if, in his/her judgment, the person’s continued 
presence would constitute a risk to persons or property, or would seriously impair the operation of the 
Academy. Any suspension made under this provision must be presented to the University Board for final 
determination at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The University Board reserves the right to review, 
rescind, modify, ratify, or approve any suspensions made under this provision. 
 

Section 9.  Resignation. Any Director may resign at any time by providing written notice to 
the corporation or by communicating such intention (orally or in writing) to the Center. Notice of 
resignation will be effective upon receipt or at a subsequent time if designated in a written notice. A 
successor shall be appointed as provided in Section 2 of this Article. 
 

Section 10. Board Vacancies. A Director vacancy shall occur because of death, resignation, 
removal, failure to maintain residency in the State of Michigan, disqualification or as otherwise specified 
in the Code. Any vacancy shall be filled as provided in Section 2 of this Article. 
 
 Section 11. Compensation. A Director of the Academy Board shall serve as a volunteer 
Director. By resolution of the Academy Board, the Directors may be reimbursed for their reasonable 
expenses incident to their duties.  

 
 

ARTICLE V 
 MEETINGS 
 

Section 1. Annual and Regular Meetings. The Academy Board shall hold an annual meeting 
each year. The Academy Board must provide, by resolution, the time and place, within the State of 
Michigan, for the holding of regular monthly meetings. The Academy Board shall provide notice of the 
annual and all regular meetings as required by the Open Meetings Act. 
 

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Academy Board may be called by or at 
the request of any Director. The person or persons authorized to call special meetings of the Academy 
Board may fix the place within the State of Michigan for holding any special meeting of the Academy 
Board called by them, and, if no other place is fixed, the place of meeting shall be the principal business 
office of the corporation in the state of Michigan. The corporation shall provide notice of all special 
meetings as required by the Open Meetings Act. 
 
  Section 3. Notice; Waiver. The Academy Board must comply with the notice provisions of 
the Open Meetings Act. In addition, notice of any meeting shall be given to each Director stating the time 
and place of the meeting, delivered personally, mailed, or sent by facsimile or electronic mail to the 
Director's business address. Any Director may waive notice of any meeting by written statement, facsimile 
or electronic mail sent by the Director, signed before or after the holding of the meeting. The attendance of 
a Director at a meeting constitutes a waiver of notice of such meeting, except where a Director attends a 
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meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting is not 
lawfully called or convened.  
 

Section 4. Quorum. In order to legally transact business, the Academy Board shall have a 
quorum physically present at a duly called meeting of the Academy Board. A “quorum” shall be defined as 
follows: 

 # of Academy Board Positions # Required for Quorum 
   Five  (5)   Three (3) 
   Seven  (7)   Four  (4) 
   Nine  (9)   Five  (5) 
 
A Director of the Academy Board who is absent from a meeting of the Academy Board due to 

military duty may participate in the meeting virtually, and that member’s virtual presence will count 
towards quorum and allow the absent member to participate in and vote on business before the Academy 
Board.   

Section 5. Manner of Acting. The act of the majority of the Directors present at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Academy Board. No member of the Academy Board may 
vote by proxy, by way of a telephone conference or any other electronic means of communication. 
 

Section 6. Open Meetings Act. All meetings of the Academy Board shall at all times be in 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act. 
 

Section 7. Presumption of Assent. A Director of the Academy Board who is present at a 
meeting of the Academy Board at which action on any corporate matter is taken shall be presumed to have 
assented to the action taken unless that Director's dissent shall be entered in the minutes of the meeting or 
unless that Director shall file a written dissent to such action with the person acting as the Secretary of the 
meeting before the adjournment thereof or shall forward such dissent by registered mail to the Secretary of 
the corporation immediately after the adjournment of the meeting. This right to dissent shall not apply to a 
Director who voted in favor of such action. 
 

 
ARTICLE VI 

 COMMITTEES 
 

Section 1. Committees. The Academy Board, by resolution, may designate one or more 
committees. Each committee is to consist of one or more Directors selected by the Academy Board. As 
provided in the resolution as initially adopted, and as thereafter supplemented or amended by further 
resolution, the committees shall have such powers as delegated by the Academy Board, except (i) filling of 
vacancies in the officers of the Academy Board or committees created pursuant to this Section; (ii) 
amending the Articles of Incorporation or Amended Bylaws; or (iii) any action the Academy Board cannot 
lawfully delegate under the Articles, Amended Bylaws or Applicable Law. All committee meetings shall 
at all times be in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. Each committee shall fix its own rules governing 
the conduct of its activities and shall make such reports to the Academy Board of its activities as the 
Academy Board may request. 
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ARTICLE VII 
 OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
 

Section l. Number. The officers of the Academy Board shall be a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and such assistant Treasurers and assistant Secretaries as may be selected by the 
Academy Board. 
 

Section 2. Election and Term of Office. The Academy Board shall elect the initial officers at 
its first duly noticed meeting. Thereafter, the officers of the Academy Board shall be elected annually by 
the Academy Board. If the election of officers is not held at the annual meeting, the election shall be held 
as soon thereafter as may be convenient. Each officer shall hold office while qualified or until the officer 
resigns or is removed in the manner provided in Section 3. 
 

Section 3. Removal. Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the Academy Board may 
be removed by the Academy Board whenever in its judgment the best interests of the corporation would be 
served thereby. 
 

Section 4. Vacancies. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by appointment by the Academy 
Board for the unexpired portion of the term.  
 

Section 5. President. The President of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The President of the corporation shall preside at all meetings of the Academy Board. If there is not 
a President, or if the President is absent, then the Vice-President shall preside. If the Vice-President is 
absent, then a temporary chair, chosen by the members of the Academy Board attending the meeting shall 
preside. The President shall, in general, perform all duties incident to the office of President of the Academy 
Board as may be prescribed by the Academy Board from time to time. 
 

Section 6. Vice-President. The Vice-President of the Academy Board shall be a member of 
the Academy Board. In the absence of the President or in the event of the President's death, inability or 
refusal to act, the Vice-President shall perform the duties of President, and when so acting, shall have all 
the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President. The Vice-President shall perform 
such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to the Vice-President by the President or by the 
Academy Board. 
 

Section 7. Secretary. The Secretary of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The Secretary shall: (a) keep the minutes of the Academy Board meetings in one or more books 
provided for that purpose; (b) see that all notices, including those notices required under the Open Meetings 
Act, are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Amended Bylaws or as required by law; (c) 
be custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the corporation and see that the seal of the 
corporation is affixed to all authorized documents; (d) keep a register of the post office address of each 
Director; and (e) perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and other duties assigned by the 
President or the Academy Board.  
 

Section 8.  Treasurer. The Treasurer of the Academy Board shall be a member of the Academy 
Board. The Treasurer shall:  (a) have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities 
of the corporation; (b) keep accurate books and records of corporate receipts and disbursements; (c) deposit 
all moneys and securities received by the corporation in such banks, trust companies or other depositories 
as shall be selected by the Academy Board; (d) complete all required corporate filings; (e) assure that the 
responsibilities of the fiscal agent to the corporation are properly carried out; and (f) in general perform all 
of the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned 
by the President or by the Academy Board. 
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Section 9. Assistants and Acting Officers. The Assistants to the officers, if any, selected by 
the Academy Board, shall perform such duties and have such authority as shall from time to time be 
delegated or assigned to them by the Secretary or Treasurer or by the Academy Board. The Academy Board 
shall have the power to appoint any member of the Academy Board to perform the duties of an officer 
whenever, for any reason, it is impractical for such officer to act personally. Such acting officer so appointed 
shall have the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the officer to whose office the acting 
officer is so appointed except as the Academy Board may by resolution otherwise determine. 

 
Section 10. Salaries. Officers of the Academy Board, as Directors of the corporation, may not 

be compensated for their services. By resolution of the Academy Board, officers may be reimbursed for 
reasonable expenses incident to their duties. 
 

Section 11. Filling More Than One Office. Subject to the statute concerning the Incompatible 
Public Offices, Act No. 566 of the Public Acts of 1978, being Sections 15.181 to 15.185 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws, any two offices of the corporation except those of President and Vice-President may be 
held by the same person, but no officer shall execute, acknowledge or verify any instrument in more than 
one capacity. 
  

 
ARTICLE VIII 

CONTRACTS, LOANS, CHECKS AND DEPOSITS; 
SPECIAL CORPORATE ACTS 

 
Section 1. Contracts. The Academy Board may authorize any officer or officers, agent or 

agents, to enter into any contract, to execute and deliver any instrument, or to acknowledge any instrument 
required by law to be acknowledged in the name of and on behalf of the corporation. Such authority may 
be general or confined to specific instances, but the appointment of any person other than an officer to 
acknowledge an instrument required by law to be acknowledged should be made by instrument in writing. 
When the Academy Board authorizes the execution of a contract or of any other instrument in the name of 
and on behalf of the corporation, without specifying the executing officers, the President or Vice-President, 
and the Secretary or Treasurer may execute the same and may affix the corporate seal thereto. No contract 
entered into, by or on behalf of the Academy Board, shall in any way bind Central Michigan University or 
impose any liability on Central Michigan University, its trustees, officers, employees or agents. 
 

Section 2. Loans. No loans shall be contracted on behalf of the Academy and no evidences 
of indebtedness shall be issued in its name unless authorized by a prior resolution of the Academy Board. 
Such authority shall be confined to specific instances. No loan, advance, overdraft or withdrawal by an 
officer or Director of the corporation, shall be made or permitted unless approved by the Academy Board. 
No loan entered into, by or on behalf of the Academy Board, shall in any way be considered a debt or 
obligation of Central Michigan University or impose any liability on Central Michigan University, its 
trustees, officers, employees or agents. 
 

Section 3. Checks, Drafts, etc. All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, 
notes or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the Academy, shall be signed by Academy 
Board members or Academy Board employees, which shall not include employees of the Academy Board’s 
Educational Service Provider, and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution 
of the Academy Board. 

 
Section 4. Deposits. All funds of the Academy shall be deposited from time to time to the 

credit of the corporation in such banks, trust companies or other depositories as the Academy Board may 
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select, provided that such financial institution is eligible to be a depository of surplus funds under Section 
1221 of the Revised School Code, being Section 380.1221 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 
Section 5. Voting of Gifted, Bequested or Transferred Securities Owned by this Corporation. 

Subject always to the specific directions of the Academy Board, any shares or other securities issued by 
any other corporation and owned or controlled by this corporation may be voted at any meeting of security 
holders of such other corporation by the President of this corporation or by proxy appointed by the 
President, or in the absence of the President and the President's proxy, by the Secretary or Treasurer of this 
corporation or by proxy appointed by the Secretary or Treasurer. Such proxy or consent in respect to any 
shares or other securities issued by any other corporation and owned by this corporation shall be executed 
in the name of this corporation by the President, the Secretary or the Treasurer of this corporation without 
necessity of any authorization by the Academy Board, affixation of corporate seal or countersignature or 
attestation by another officer. Any person or persons designated in the manner above stated as the proxy or 
proxies of this corporation shall have full right, power and authority to vote the shares or other securities 
issued by such other corporation and owned by this corporation the same as such shares or other securities 
might be voted by this corporation. This section shall in no way be interpreted to permit the corporation to 
invest any of its surplus funds in any shares or other securities issued by any other corporation. This section 
is intended to apply, however, to all gifts, bequests or other transfers of shares or other securities issued by 
any other corporation which are received by the corporation. 
 

Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons. As required by Applicable 
Law, any Director, officer or employee of the Academy, who enters into a contract with the Academy, that 
meets the definition of contract under the statute on Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities, Act 
No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall 
comply with the public disclosure requirements set forth in Section 3 of the statute.  

 The University Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according 
to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any 
individual from being employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the 
Academy Board shall be an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the 
University for any purpose. With respect to Academy Board employees, the Academy shall have the power 
and responsibility to (i) select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; 
(iii) dismiss employees; and (iv) control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the 
employee carries out his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ 
compensation insurance and unemployment insurance for its employees. The Academy Board may contract 
with an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide 
personnel to perform services or work at the Academy. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to perform services or to provide personnel 
to perform services or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational 
Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. A copy of the agreement between the Academy Board and 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company shall be included as part of Schedule 5. 
 
 The Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, Act No. 566 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants With Public Entities 
statute, Act No. 371 of the Public Acts of 1968, of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall 
ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest. Language in this Section controls 
over section 1203 of the Code. The following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest: 
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(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 
director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy;  

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy Board 

employee; 
 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent contractor 
to the Academy; 

(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 
governing board of another public school;  

 
(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 

employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 

(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership or 
financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 

No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-
law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 

(a) Is employed by the Academy Board; 
 
(b) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 
 

(c) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical or other 
significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company; 
and 

 

(d) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement with the 
Academy.  

  
 The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services to, the 
Academy. For purposes of this sub-section, familial relationship means a person’s mother, mother-in-law, 
father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-
law, spouse or domestic partner. 

 
 

ARTICLE IX 
 INDEMNIFICATION 
 
 To the extent permitted by Applicable Law, each person who is or was a Director, officer or 
member of a committee of the Academy and each person who serves or has served at the request of the 
Academy as a trustee, director, officer, partner, employee or agent of any other corporation, partnership, 
joint venture, trust or other enterprise, may be indemnified by the Academy. The corporation may purchase 
and maintain insurance on behalf of any such person against any liability asserted against and incurred by 
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such person in any such capacity or arising out of his status as such, whether or not the corporation would 
have power to indemnify such person against such liability under the preceding sentence. The corporation 
may, to the extent authorized from time to time by the Academy Board, grant rights to indemnification to 
any employee or agent of the corporation.  
 

 
ARTICLE X 

 FISCAL YEAR 
 

The fiscal year of the corporation shall begin on the first day of July in each year. 
ARTICLE XI 

 AMENDMENTS 
 

These Amended Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed and new Amended Bylaws may be 
adopted by obtaining (a) the affirmative vote of a majority of the Academy Board at any regular or special 
meeting of the Academy Board, if a notice setting forth the terms of the proposal has been given in 
accordance with the notice requirements of these Amended Bylaws and applicable law, and (b) the written 
approval of the changes or amendments by the Center Director. In the event that a proposed change is not 
accepted by the Center Director, the University Board may consider and vote upon a change proposed by 
the corporation following an opportunity for a written presentation to the University Board by the Academy 
Board. These Amended Bylaws and any amendments to them take effect only after they have been approved 
by both the Academy Board and by the Center Director. 

 
Upon termination or revocation of the Contract, the corporation may amend its Amended Bylaws 

as necessary to allow the Academy Board to: (a) take action to appoint Academy Board members in order 
to have a quorum necessary to take Academy Board action; or (b) effectuate a dissolution, provided that 
the Academy Board may not amend the Amended Bylaws with regard to the disposition of assets upon 
dissolution. 
 

 
ARTICLE XII 

 TERMS AND CONDITIONS DEFINITIONS 
 
 The definitions set forth in the Terms and Conditions incorporated as part of the Contract shall 
have the same meaning in these Amended Bylaws. 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
The Board certifies that these Amended Bylaws were adopted as and for the Bylaws of a Michigan 

corporation in an open and public meeting, by the Academy Board on the ___ day of _____________, 
2021. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Academy Board Secretary 
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 SCHEDULE 3 
 
 FISCAL AGENT AGREEMENT 
 

This Fiscal Agent Agreement is part of the Contract issued by the Central Michigan University 
Board of Trustees ("University Board"), an authorizing body as defined by the Revised School Code, as 
amended (the "Code"), to West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science ("Academy"), a public 
school academy.                  
 
 Preliminary Recitals 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Code and the Contract, the University Board, as authorizing body, is 
the Fiscal Agent for the Academy, and 

 
WHEREAS, the University Board is required by law to forward any State School Aid Payments 

received from the State of Michigan (“State”) on behalf of the Academy to the Academy, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises set forth below, the parties agree to the 

following: 
 

  
ARTICLE I 

 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
 

Section 1.1. Definitions. Unless otherwise provided, or unless the context requires otherwise, 
the following terms shall have the following definitions: 
 

"Academy Account" means an account established by the Academy Board for the receipt of State 
School Aid Payments at a bank, savings and loan association, or credit union which has not been 
deemed ineligible to be a depository of surplus funds under Section 6 Act No. 105 of the Public 
Acts of 1855, being Section 21.146 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 
"Agreement" means this Fiscal Agent Agreement. 

 
"Fiscal Agent" means the University Board or an officer or employee of Central Michigan 
University as designated by the University Board. 

 
"Other Funds" means any other public or private funds which the Academy receives and for which 
the University Board voluntarily agrees to receive and transfer to the Academy. 

 
"State School Aid Payment" means any payment of money the Academy receives from the State 
School Aid Fund established pursuant to Article IX, Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 
1963 or under the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
"State" means the State of Michigan. 

 
"State Treasurer" means the office responsible for issuing funds to public school academies for 
State School Aid Payments pursuant to the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 
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ARTICLE II 
 FISCAL AGENT DUTIES 
 

Section 2.1.  Receipt of State School Aid Payments and Other Funds. The University Board is 
the Fiscal Agent for the Academy for the limited purpose of receiving State School Aid Payments. By 
separate agreement, the University Board and the Academy may also agree that the University will receive 
Other Funds for transfer to the Academy. The Fiscal Agent will receive State School Aid Payments from 
the State, as provided in Section 3.2.  
 

Section 2.2.  Transfer to Academy. Except as provided in Article X of the Terms and Conditions 
of Contract and in the Oversight, Compliance and ReportingAgreement, the Fiscal Agent shall transfer all 
State School Aid Payments and all Other Funds received on behalf of the Academy to the Academy within 
ten (10) business days of receipt or as otherwise required by the provisions of the State School Aid Act of 
1979 or applicable State Board rules. The State School Aid Payments and all Other Funds shall be 
transferred into the Academy Account designated by a resolution of the Academy Board and by a method 
of transfer acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. 
 

Section 2.3.  Limitation of Duties. The Fiscal Agent has no responsibilities or duties to verify 
the Academy's pupil membership count, as defined in the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, or to 
authorize, to approve or to determine the accuracy of the State Aid School Payments received on behalf of 
the Academy from the State Treasurer. The duties of the Fiscal Agent are limited to the receipt and transfer 
to the Academy of State School Aid Payments and Other Funds received by the Academy. The Fiscal Agent 
shall have no duty to monitor, account for or approve expenditures made by the Academy Board. 
 

Section 2.4.  Academy Board Requests for Direct Intercept of State School Aid Payments.  If 
the Academy Board (i) authorizes a direct intercept of a portion of its State School Aid Payments from the 
State to a third party account for the payment of Academy debts and liabilities; or (ii) assigns or directs that 
a portion of its State School Aid Payments be forwarded by the Fiscal Agent to a third party account for the 
payment of Academy debts and liabilities, then Academy shall submit to The Governor John Engler Center 
for Charter Schools at Central Michigan University for review and consideration: (i) a copy of the Academy 
Board's resolution authorizing the direct intercept or the assignment or direction of State School Aid 
Payments; (ii) a State School Aid Payment Agreement and Direction document that is in a form and manner 
acceptable to the Fiscal Agent; and (iii) other documents as required. The Center reserves the right to not 
acknowledge in writing any State School Aid Payment Agreement and Direction that is not in a form and 
manner acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. The State School Aid Payment and Direction document shall include 
language that the third party lender or trustee acknowledges and consents to the transfer of State School 
Aid Payments into the Academy’s dissolution account, as set forth in Article X of the Terms and Conditions. 
Any unspent funds remaining in the Academy dissolution account after payment of all wind-up and 
dissolution expenses shall be returned to the Academy.  
  

 
ARTICLE III 

 STATE DUTIES 
 

Section 3.1 Eligibility for State School Aid Payments. The State, through its Department of 
Education, has sole responsibility for determining the eligibility of the Academy to receive State School 
Aid Payments. The State, through its Department of Education, has sole responsibility for determining the 
amount of State School Aid Payments, if any, the Academy shall be entitled to receive. 
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Section 3.2. State School Aid Payment Overpayments and Penalties. The State, through its 
Department of Education, has sole responsibility for determining State School Aid Payment overpayments 
to the Academy and the method and time period for repayment by the Academy. The State, through its 
Department of Education, has sole responsibility for assessing State School Aid penalties against the 
Academy for noncompliance with the Code and the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
Section 3.3. Method of Payment. Each State School Aid Payment for the Academy will be 

made to the Fiscal Agent by the State Treasurer by issuing a warrant and delivering the warrant to the Fiscal 
Agent by electronic funds transfer into an account specified by the Fiscal Agent, or by such other means 
deemed acceptable to the Fiscal Agent. The State shall make State School Aid Payments at the times 
specified in the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 
 
  

ARTICLE IV 
 ACADEMY DUTIES 
 

Section 4.1. Compliance with State School Aid Act. In order to assure that funds are available 
for the education of pupils, the Academy shall comply with all applicable provisions of the State School 
Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
Section 4.2. Academy Account. The Academy is authorized to establish an account in the name 

of the Academy. Signatories to the Academy Account shall be current Academy Board members and/or 
Academy Board employees, which shall not include employees of the Academy Board’s Educational 
Service Provider, as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Academy Board. The 
Academy Board is authorized to approve withdrawals and transfers from any Academy Account. Any 
authorization approved by the Academy Board for automatic withdrawals or transfers from an Academy 
Account may only be terminated or amended by the Academy Board. 
 

Section 4.3.  Expenditure of Funds. The Academy may expend funds that it receives from the 
State School Aid Fund for any purpose permitted by the State School Aid Act of 1979 and may enter into 
contracts and agreements determined by the Academy as consistent with the purposes for which the funds 
were appropriated. 
 

Section 4.4.  Mid-Year Transfers. Funding for students transferring into or out of the Academy 
during the school year shall be in accordance with the State School Aid Act of 1979 or applicable State 
Board rules. 
 

Section 4.5.  Repayment of Overpayment. The Academy shall be directly responsible for 
reimbursing the State for any overpayment of State School Aid Payments or any State School Aid penalties. 
At its option, the State may reduce subsequent State School Aid Payments by the amount of the 
overpayment or penalty or seek collection of the overpayment or penalty from the Academy. 
 
  

ARTICLE  V 
 RECORDS AND REPORTS 
 

Section 5.1.  Records. The Fiscal Agent shall keep books of record and account of all 
transactions relating to the receipts, disbursements, allocations and application of the State School Aid 
Payments and Other Funds received, deposited or transferred for the benefit of the Academy, and these 
books shall be available for inspection at reasonable hours and under reasonable conditions by the Academy 
and the State. 
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Section 5.2.  Reports. Annually, the Fiscal Agent shall prepare and send to the Academy within 
thirty (30) days of September 1, a written report dated as of August 31. This report shall summarize all 
receipts, deposits and transfers made on behalf or for the benefit of the Academy during the period 
beginning on the latter of the date hereof or the date of the last such written report and ending on the date 
of the report, including without limitation, State School Aid Payments received on behalf of the Academy 
from the State Treasurer and any Other Funds which the University Board receives under this Agreement. 
 
  

ARTICLE VI 
 CONCERNING THE FISCAL AGENT 
 

Section 6.1.  Representations. The Fiscal Agent represents that it has all necessary power and 
authority to enter into this Agreement and undertake the obligations and responsibilities imposed upon it in 
this Agreement and that it will carry out all of its obligations under this Agreement. 
 

Section 6.2.  Limitation on Liability. The liability of the Fiscal Agent to transfer funds to the 
Academy shall be limited to the amount of State School Aid Payments as are from time to time delivered 
by the State and the amount of Other Funds as delivered by the source of those funds.  
 

The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable for any action taken or neglected to be taken by it in good faith 
in any exercise of reasonable care and believed by it to be within the discretion or power conferred upon it 
by this Agreement, nor shall the Fiscal Agent be responsible for the consequences of any error of judgment; 
and the Fiscal Agent shall not be answerable except for its own action, neglect or default, nor for any loss 
unless the same shall have been through its gross negligence or willful default. 
 

The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable for any deficiency in the State School Aid Payments received 
from the State Treasurer to which the Academy was properly entitled. The Fiscal Agent shall not be liable 
for any State School Aid overpayments made by the State Treasurer to the Academy for which the State 
subsequently seeks reimbursement. 
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 SCHEDULE 4 
 
 OVERSIGHT, COMPLIANCE AND REPORTING AGREEMENT 
 

This Oversight, Compliance, and Reporting Agreement is part of the Contract issued by the Central 
Michigan University Board of Trustees ("University Board"), an authorizing body as defined by the Revised 
School Code, as amended (the "Code"), to West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 
("Academy"), a public school academy. 
 
 Preliminary Recitals 
 

WHEREAS, the University Board, subject to the leadership and general supervision of the State 
Board of Education over all public education, is responsible for overseeing the Academy's compliance with 
the Contract and all Applicable Law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises set forth below, the parties agree to the 
following: 
 
 ARTICLE I 
 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
 

Section 1.1. Definitions. Unless otherwise provided, or unless the context requires otherwise, 
the following terms shall have the following definitions: 
 

"Agreement" means this Oversight, Compliance and Reporting Agreement. 
 

"Oversight Responsibilities" means the University Board's oversight responsibilities set forth in 
Section 2.1 of this Agreement. 

 
"Compliance and Reporting Duties" means the Academy's duties set forth in Section 2.2 of this 
Agreement. 

 
"State School Aid Payment" means any payment of money the Academy receives from the state 
school aid fund established pursuant to Article IX, Section 11 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 
or under the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 

 
 ARTICLE II 
 OVERSIGHT, COMPLIANCE AND REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Section 2.1. Oversight Responsibilities. The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
(“the Center”) at Central Michigan University, as it deems necessary to fulfill the University Board's 
Oversight Responsibilities, may undertake the following:  

 
a. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy Board is properly governing the Academy and 

following the Amended Bylaws set forth in the Contract. 
 

b. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s academic performance and progress toward 
achieving the educational goal and related measures set forth in Contract Schedule 7b. 
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c. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s implementation, delivery, and support of the 
educational program and curriculum as set forth in Contract Schedules 7c and 7d, 
respectively. 

 
d. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s application and enrollment procedures as set forth in 

Contract Schedule 7f. 
 

e. Monitor and evaluate the Academy’s organizational and financial viability. 
 

f. Monitor and evaluate the Academy's fiscal stewardship and use of public resources. 
 

g. Monitor and evaluate the records, internal controls or operations of the Academy.  
 

h. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is staffed with qualified personnel and that 
appropriate background checks have been conducted. 

 
i. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is providing a safe learning environment. 

 
j. Request evidence that the Academy has obtained the necessary permits and certificates to 

operate as a public school from the applicable governmental agencies, including, without 
limitation, the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of 
Construction Codes and local health departments. 

 
k. Conduct comprehensive on-site reviews to assess and/or evaluate the Academy’s 

performance. 
 

l. Monitor and evaluate if the Academy is demonstrating good faith in complying with the 
Contract, the Revised School Code, and all other Applicable Law.  

 
m. Request periodic reports from the Academy regarding any aspect of its operation including, 

but not limited to, information identified in Schedule 8 of the Contract. 
 

n. Initiate action pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of Contract to amend, revoke, 
reconstitute, terminate or suspend the Contract. 

 
o. Provide information and support to the Academy.  

 
Section 2.2. Compliance and Reporting Duties. The Academy agrees to fulfill the following 

Compliance and Reporting Duties: 
 

a. Adopt and properly maintain governing board policies in accordance with Applicable Law.  
 

b. Comply with the reporting and document submission requirements set forth in the Master 
Calendar of Reporting Requirements issued annually by the Center.  
 

c. Comply with any Academy-specific reporting and document submission requirements 
established by the Center. 

 
d. Comply with the insurance requirements set forth in Article XI, Section 11.2 of the Terms 

and Conditions of Contract. 
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e. Comply with the Center’s Educational Service Provider Policies, as may be amended. 
 

f. Report any litigation or formal proceedings to the Center including, but not limited to, 
litigation initiated by or against the Academy alleging violation of any Applicable Law. If 
the University is a named party, notify the general counsel for the University Board as set 
forth in Article XII, Section 12.1 of the Terms and Conditions.  

 
g. The Academy shall not occupy or use any school facility set forth in Schedule 6 of the 

Contract until such facility has received all fire, health and safety approvals required by 
Applicable Law and has been approved for occupancy by the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Construction Codes.  

 
h. Permit the Center to inspect the records, internal controls, operations or premises of the 

Academy at any reasonable time. 
 

i. Authorize the Center to perform audit and evaluation studies using Academy data 
including, but not limited to, personally identifiable information about the Academy’s 
students and staff submitted by the Academy to agencies including, but not limited to, 
Center for Educational Performance and Information (“CEPI”), Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability (“OEAA”) and the Michigan Department of Education 
(“MDE”). Pursuant to this authorization, the Center shall abide by the regulations that 
govern the use of student data within the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA - 34 CFR Part 99), the Michigan Identity Theft Protection Act of 2004, and the 
Privacy Act of 1974. 

 
j. Upon request, the Academy Board shall provide the Center with a written report, along 

with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving the educational 
goal and related measures outlined in Contract Schedule 7b.  

 
k. Upon request, provide the Center with copies or view access to data, documents or 

information submitted to MDE, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board 
of Education, CEPI or any other state or federal agency. 

 
l. If the Academy operates an online or other distance learning program, it shall submit a 

monthly report to the MDE, in the form and manner prescribed by the MDE, that reports 
the number of pupils enrolled in the online or other distance learning program, during the 
immediately preceding month. 

 
Section 2.3. Waiver of Compliance and Reporting Duties. The University Board, or the Center 

Director as its authorized designee, may modify or waive any of the Academy’s Compliance and Reporting 
Duties.  
 
 ARTICLE III 
 RECORDS AND REPORTS 
 

Section 3.1. Records. The Academy will keep complete and accurate records and reports of its 
governance and operations. These records and reports shall be available for inspection by the Center at 
reasonable hours and under reasonable conditions. 
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 ARTICLE IV 
 MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Section 4.1. Administrative Fee. The Academy agrees to pay to the University Board an 
administrative fee of 3% of the Academy’s State School Aid Payments. This fee shall be retained by the 
University Board from each State School Aid Payment received for forwarding to the Academy. This fee 
shall compensate the University Board for overseeing the Academy's compliance with the Contract and all 
Applicable Law and other related activities for which compensation is permissible. By agreement between 
the Center and the Academy, the University may charge additional fees beyond the administrative fees for 
services rendered. 
 

Section 4.2. Time of the Essence. Time shall be of the essence in the performance of obligations 
from time to time imposed upon the Academy and the University Board by this Agreement. 
 
 Section 4.3. Audit and Evaluation. The Academy: 
 

a. Hereby authorizes the Center to perform audit and evaluation studies using Academy data 
including, but not limited to, personally identifiable information about the Academy’s students 
and staff submitted by the Academy to agencies including, but not limited to, CEPI, OEAA 
and the MDE. Pursuant to this authorization, the Center shall abide by regulations that govern 
the use of student data within the FERPA, the Michigan Identity Theft Protection Act of 2004 
and the Privacy Act of 1974. 

 
b. Shall upon request, provide the Center with copies or view access to data, documents or 

information submitted to the MDE, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board 
of Education, CEPI, the Michigan DataHub or any other state or federal agency. 

 
Section 4.4. Fiscal Stress Notification from State Treasurer. If the State Treasurer notifies the 

Academy that the State Treasurer has declared the potential for Academy financial stress exists, the 
Academy shall provide a copy of the notice to the Center. Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the 
notification from the Academy, the Center Director shall notify the Academy whether the Center is 
interested in entering into a contract to perform an administrative review for the Academy. The parties shall 
consult with the Department of Treasury on the development of the contract and the contract for 
administrative review shall comply with the Code. If the Center is not interested in performing an 
administrative review or if the parties are unable to reach agreement on an administrative review, the 
Academy shall consider entering into a contract for an administrative review with an intermediate school 
district. Nothing in this Section 4.4 shall prohibit the Academy for electing to enter into a contract for an 
administrative review with an intermediate school district. Nothing in this Section 4.4 shall require the 
Academy to elect to enter or not enter into a contract for an administrative review with the Center or an 
intermediate school district.  



CONTRACT SCHEDULE 5 
 

DESCRIPTION OF STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 
 



DESCRIPTION OF STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, 
Section 3.6., the Academy is authorized to employ or contract for personnel according to the 
position information outlined in this schedule. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, to provide 
comprehensive educational, administrative, management or instructional services or staff to the 
Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational Service Provider Policies 
adopted by the Center. 

Qualifications ............................................................................................................................... 5-1 
Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems .......................................................................... 5-1 
Performance Evaluation System .................................................................................................. 5-1 
Teacher and Administrator Job Performance Criteria ................................................................. 5-1 
Reporting Structure ...................................................................................................................... 5-1 
Position Responsibilities .............................................................................................................. 5-1 

School Administrator(s) ......................................................................................................... 5-1 
Instructional Staff................................................................................................................... 5-2 
Non-Instructional Staff .......................................................................................................... 5-2 

Educational Service Provider Agreement .................................................................................... 5-3 
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Qualifications. The Academy shall comply with all Applicable Law regarding requirements affecting 
personnel employed by or assigned to the Academy including (but not limited to): qualifications, 
evaluation systems, criminal background checks and unprofessional conduct disclosures. All 
administrators or other person whose primary responsibility is administering instructional programs or 
as a chief business official shall meet the certification and continuing education requirements as 
described in MCL 380.1246. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use certificated 
teachers according to state board rule.  

Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems. The Academy Board shall adopt and implement 
for all teachers and school administrators a rigorous, transparent, and fair performance evaluation 
system that complies with the Code. If the Academy enters into an agreement with an Educational 
Service Provider, then the Academy Board shall ensure that the Educational Service Provider adopts a 
performance evaluation system that complies with MCL 380.1249. 

Performance Evaluation System. During the term of this Contract, the Academy shall not assign a 
pupil to be taught in the same subject area for 2 consecutive years by a teacher who has been rated as 
ineffective on his or her 2 most recent annual year-end evaluations per the Code. If the Academy is 
unable to comply with this provision of the Code and plans to assign a pupil to be taught in the same 
subject area for 2 consecutive years by a teacher who has been rated as ineffective on his or her 2 most 
recent annual year-end evaluations per the Code, the Academy Board shall notify the pupil's parent or 
legal guardian that the pupil has been assigned to be taught in the same subject area for a second 
consecutive year by a teacher who has been rated as ineffective on his or her 2 most recent annual year-
end evaluations. The notification shall be in writing, shall be delivered to the parent or legal guardian 
not later than July 15th immediately preceding the beginning of the school year for which the pupil is 
assigned to the teacher, and shall include an explanation of why the pupil is assigned to the teacher. 
MCL 380.1249a. 

Teacher and Administrator Job Performance Criteria. The Academy Board shall implement and 
maintain a method of compensation for its teachers and school administrators that includes job 
performance and job accomplishments as a significant factor in determining compensation and 
additional compensation. The assessment of job performance shall incorporate a rigorous, transparent, 
and fair evaluation system that evaluates a teacher’s or school administrator’s performance at least in 
part based upon data on student growth as measured by assessments and other objective criteria. If the 
Academy enters into an agreement with an Educational Service Provider, then the Academy Board 
shall ensure that the Educational Service Provider complies with this section. MCL 380.1250. 

Reporting Structure 
All positions are employed by Choice Schools Associates, L.L.C., and are outlined in the Educational 
Service Provider Agreement included in this Schedule. 

Position Responsibilities 
Following are the categories into which Academy staff fall. Descriptions for all positions employed by 
or assigned to the Academy are available at the Academy.  

School Administrator(s) 
As stated above, all administrators or other person whose primary responsibility is administering 
instructional programs or as a chief business official shall meet the certification and continuing 
education requirements as described in MCL 380.1246. In addition to the position titles identified in 
MCL 380.1246, the Michigan Department of Education (“MDE”) will deem an administrator working 
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at a district or school level to be “administering instructional programs” if the person’s position 
description or day-today duties include any or all of the following elements *:   

1. Responsibility for curriculum. This includes final or executive decisions which directly impact
what should be taught to students and how it should be delivered, as well as what learning
outcomes are expected, often following a philosophy of research, best practices, and
continuous improvement providing equitable access to all students.

2. Responsibility for overseeing district or school improvement plan design or implementation.
This includes a vision and a method for execution of plans regarding incorporating student
assessment, using student performance and school safety data to drive decision-making, the
use of information technology to support improvement, professional development, and overall
student achievement.

3. Oversight of instructional policies. This includes the creation, modification, and
recommendation of final policy regarding any aspect of how teachers implement, deliver, and
support curriculum. Whether or not making specific financial decisions in support of these
policies is part of the oversight role, this person still has final decision-making responsibility
for instruction.

4. Executive-level reporting on academic progress to a governing authority. This includes
providing updates, documentation, data, or presentations in an official or executive capacity to
a governing body regarding progress on student learning goals—whether or not these reports
are tied to expenditures related to the successful delivery of the instruction.

5. Supervision and evaluation of direct reports responsible for instruction. This includes
providing executive leadership for employees who report to the individual, and providing
direction to establish work priorities and decision-making. This involves evaluation of educator
efficacy as well as general work performance of staff.

(*This statement and numbered items that follow it were taken directly from the February 23, 2017, 
Memorandum issued by the MDE.) 

Instructional Staff 
As stated above, except as otherwise provided by law, the Academy shall use certificated teachers 
according to state board rule. Individuals that are considered instructional staff are responsible for 
implementing the Academy’s curriculum, developing assessments and monitoring student progress. 
Instructional staff whose main responsibility is working with students with disabilities must modify 
instructional techniques in order to enhance learning for all students.  

Non-Instructional Staff 
The staff that fall into this category are not required to hold an administrator certificate or a teaching 
certificate. The individuals in this category support the Academy’s pursuit of its mission, vision, and 
educational goals. 



MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT 

AMENDMENT 

The Management Services Agreement (the "Agreement") made and entered into as of the 
pt day of July 2021, by and between Choice Schools Associates, L.L.C., a Michigan limited 
liability company ("CSA"), and the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (the 
"Academy"), a body corporate and public school academy organized under Part 6A of the 
Michigan Revised School Code (the "Code"), is hereby amended effective as of May 17, 2021. 

WHEREAS, the Academy operates pursuant to a charter contract (the "Contract") 
issued by Central Michigan University ("CMU"); and 

WHEREAS, CSA is a limited liability company providing educational and 
managerial services to public school academies that has the ability to implement a 
comprehensive educational program and management methodologies for the 
Academy; and 

WHEREAS, the Academy contracted with CSA on July 1, 2021, to perform 
certain services related to the Academy's educational program and operations; 
and 

WHEREAS, CSA and the Academy agree to amend the Management Services 
Agreement to provide an updated fee schedule for the remainder of the Agreement 
term; and 

WHEREAS, Article XI, Paragraph F of the Management Services Agreement 
permits written modification of this Agreement if agreed to by both parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

The parties agree to amend Atiicle V (Financial Arrangement) C (Compensation for Services) of 
the contract with the following language: 

ARTICLE V 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT 
C. Compensation for Services. For the term of this Agreement, the Academy shall pay

Choice an annual fee. This annual fee shall be as follows: 

1. 2021-2022 School Year. The annual fee to be paid for services performed between

July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, shall be ten (10.00%) percent of all gross revenues.

2. 2022-2023 School Year. The annual fee to be paid for services performed between

July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023, shall be ten (10.00%) percent of all gross revenues.
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For purposes of this Section, the term "gross revenues" means the sum of (a) the amount of all 
payments applicable to a school year that the Academy receives directly or indirectly under 
Article V, Paragraph A (subject to MDE oversight, audit, and adjustment) including amounts 
retained by CMU plus (b) the amount of all grants received by the Academy under Article V, 
Paragraph B(2) that were initiated and administered by Choice and which are to be expended 
during that school ,,�lm�f�q�"'·�;,sra:·��"'"''�"' 

Choice's annual fee shall be paid in twelve (12) equal monthly installments beginning in July of 
each school year. The exact day of the month that each monthly installment payment is to be paid 
will coincide with the timing of any state aid payment from the State of Michigan to be received 
in that month. In months where no state school aid payments are to be received, the day of the 
month when that monthly installment will be due will be mutually agreed upon by the parties after 
taking into consideration available year-end funds and the timing of funds to be made available 
from state aid anticipation notes or other sources. All installments of the annual fee for the final 
year on this Agreement shall be paid by June 30th of the final year of the Agreement if this 
Agreement is not extended beyond the scheduled termination date. The amount of the annual fee 
is subject to a reduction in a mutually agreeable amount in any school year if extenuating 
circumstances make payment of the entire annual fee inappropriate. 

The parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first above written. 

CHOICE SCHOOLS ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

By ___ �_·--H----

Chief Executive Officer 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 

President, Board of Directors 
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MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT 

This Management Services Agreement (the "Agreement") is made and entered into 

as of the 1st day of July 1, 2021, by and between Choice Schools Associates,  L.L.C., a

Michigan limited liability company ("CSA"), and the West Michigan Academy of 

Environmental Science (the "Academy"), a body corporate and public school academy 

organized under Part 6A of the Michigan Revised School Code (the "Code"). 

WHEREAS, the Academy operates pursuant to a charter contract (the 

"Contract") issued by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees 

("CMU"); and 

WHEREAS, the Academy operates as a public school academy under the 

direction of the Academy Board (the "Board"); and 

WHEREAS, CSA is a limited liability company providing educational and 

managerial services to public school academies that has the ability to 

implement a comprehensive educational program and management 

methodologies for the Academy; and 

WHEREAS, the Academy desires to engage CSA to pe1form certain 

services related to the Academy's educational program and operations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I 

CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIP 

A. Academy Authority. The Academy has been granted the Contract by

CMU to organize and operate a public school academy, together with the powers 

necessary or desirable for carrying out the educational program set forth in the Contract. 

The Academy is authorized by law to contract with a private entity to provide 

educational management services, provided that no provision of such a contract shall be 

effective if it would prohibit the Board from acting as an independent, self-governing 

public body, allow public decisions to be made other than in compliance with the Open 

Meetings Act, or interfere with the Board's constitutional duty to exercise its statutory, 

contractual and fiduciary obligations governing the operation of the Academy. 

B. Delegated Authority. Acting under and in the exercise of such authority, the

Academy hereby engages CSA, to the extent permitted by law, to perform specified 

functions relating to the provision of educational services and the management and 

operation  of  the Academy; provided, however, that this Agreement is subject to all the 
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terms and conditions of the Contract. The Contract shall be deemed incorporated herein by 

this reference. In the event of any inconsistency between provisions of this Agreement and 

provisions of the Contract, the provisions  of the Contract shall prevail. 

C. Status of the Parties. CSA is a limited liability company of Michigan and is not

a division or a part of the Academy. The Academy is a body corporate and governmental 

entity authorized by the Code and is not a division or part of CSA. The relationship between 

CSA and the Academy is based solely on the terms of this Agreement. The parties to this 

Agreement intend that the relationship between them is that of an independent contractor, not 

an employee-employer relationship. The relationship between the parties was developed and 

entered into through arm's length negotiations and is based solely on the acts of its agents, 

employees, and subcontractors. 

D. Designation of Agents. No agent or employee  of  the Academy  shall  be

determined to be an agent or employee of CSA for any reason or purpose. No agent or employee 

of CSA shall be determined to be an agent or employee of the Academy, except as follows: 

1. CSA, and its respective officers, directors, employees and designated

agents are each hereby authorized to serve as agents of the Academy

having a legitimate educational interest in the Program and its students

for purposes of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,20

U.S.C. §1232g et seq., ("FERPA"), such that they are jointly and

severally entitled to access the educational records of the Program for

all purposes related to FERPA.

2. During the tern of this Agreement, the Academy may disclose

confidential data and information to CSA, and its respective officers,

directors, employees and designated agents to the extent permitted by

applicable law, including without limitation, the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act ("IDEA"), 20 USC §1401 et seq., 34 CFR

300.610 - 300.626; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29

USC §794a, 34 CFR 104.36; the Michigan Mandatory Special

Education Act, MCL 380.1701 et seq.; the Americans  with

Disabilities  Act, 42 USC §12101 et seq.; the Health Insurance

Portability and Accountability Act ("HIPAA"), 42 USC 1320d -

13200d-8; 45 CFR 160, 162 and 164; and social security numbers, as

protected by the federal Privacy Act of 1974,5 USC §552a; and the

Michigan Social Security Number Privacy Act, MCL 445.84.

3. As otherwise expressly designated by written agreement of the parties

with consent from anyone whose consent is required by law or contract.
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ARTICLE II 

TERM 

A. Term. This Agreement shall become effective July 1, 2021, and shall cover ten

(10) academic years commencing on July 1, 2021 and ending on June 30, 2031, subject to a

continued Contract from CMU and continued state per capita funding. The Contract from

CMU is effective through June 30, 2031 and the parties recognize that during the

reauthorization process CMU may condition an extension or reauthorization of the Contract

upon modifications to this Agreement or submission of a new agreement.

B. Revocation or Termination of Contract. If the Academy's Contract issued

by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees is revoked, terminated or a new 

charter contract is not issued to the Academy after expiration of the Academy's Contract, 

this Agreement shall automatically terminate on the same date as the Academy's Contract 

is revoked, terminated, or expires without further action of the parties. In the event that a 

reconstitution of the Academy's Contract includes measures that require cancelling of this 

Agreement, this Agreement shall automatically terminate on the same date as the effective 

date of the reconstitution of the Academy's Contract. 

C. Reconstitution of Contract. In the event that the Academy is required (i) to

close an Academy site pursuant to notice issued by the Michigan Department of Education 

under the Code; or (ii) to undergo reconstitution pursuant to the Code, and the Contract , and 

such a closure of an Academy site or reconstitution causes an amendment to or termination 

of this Agreement, the parties agree that this Agreement shall be amended or terminated to 

implement the Academy site closure or reconstitution, with no cost or penalty to the 

Academy, and CSA shall have no recourse against the Academy or the University Board for 

implementing such a site closure or reconstitution. 

ARTICLE III  

FUNCTIONS OF CSA 

A. Responsibility. CSA shall be responsible for the management, operation,

administration, and education at the Academy, consistent with Board Policy, the Contract 

and applicable law. Such functions include, but are not limited to: 

1. Implementation and administration of the Educational Program and

curriculum contained in the Contract;

2. Marketing and communication plan development for board approval;

the cost of implementation shall be the Academy's responsibility;

3. Budget preparation and financial management services. The software

costs associated with financial record keeping and reporting for the

Academy shall be the Academy’s responsibility;
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4. Management of accounting and bookkeeper services;

5. Risk mitigation;

6. Acquisition of instructional and non-instructional material, equipment

and supplies, the cost of which shall be the Academy's responsibility;

7. Selection, employment and supervision of all teachers and staff and

the personnel management services (recordkeeping, wage and benefits

administration, training and technical assistance) necessary to support

those employees;

8. Food service oversight;

9. Transportation oversight;

10. Facilities management, including assistance in securing funding

sources and advisors for facility improvement;

11. Preparation and timely submission of required CMU, local, state and

federal reports;

12. Information and technology system oversight;

13. Preparation of applications and reports for State and Federal grants;

14. Oversight of school building operations;

15. Administration of extra-curricular and co-curricular activities and

programs approved by the Board;

16. Preparation and implementation of administrative guidelines

supporting board policy, including student codes of conduct;

17. Provision of special education programs and services to eligible  students

who attend the Academy in conformity with the requirements of state and

federal laws and applicable regulations and policies.

B. Educational Goals and Program. CSA shall implement the educational

goals and programs set forth in the Contract, including but not limited to methods of pupil 

assessment, admission policy and criteria, school calendar and school day schedule, age and 

grade classifications or pupils to be enrolled, and methods to be used to monitor 

performance towards targeted educational outcomes (collectively the "Educational 

Program"). In the event that CSA determines that it is advisable to modify the Educational 

Program set forth in the Contract, CSA will provide written notification to the Board 

specifying the changes it recommends and the reasons for the proposed changes. No changes 
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in the Educational Program shall be implemented without the prior written approval of the 

Board and CMU. CSA shall provide the Board with periodic written reports specifying the 

level of achievement of each of the Academy's educational goals set forth in the Contract and 

detailing its plan for meeting any educational goals that are not being attained. These reports 

will be submitted to the Board immediately prior to the Board's regular meeting in January 

and July each year, and at such other times as specified in Board policy as the same may be 

changed from time to time. 

C. Subcontracts. It is anticipated that CSA will utilize subcontracts to provide

some of the services it is required to provide to the Academy, including but not limited to 

transportation and/or food service. CSA shall not subcontract the management, oversight or 

operation of the teaching and instructional program, without the prior approval of the Board. 

Board approval of other subcontracts is not required unless the cost for these subcontracted 

services is projected to exceed the funds appropriated for that purpose in the Academy's 

approved budget. CSA will receive no additional fee as a result of subcontracting of any 

services. CSA remains responsible to the Academy for the services provided through 

subcontracting agreements. CSA shall ensure that all subcontracts comply with applicable 

law including the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g et seq., 

("FERPA") and the criminal background check provisions of the Code. 

D. Place of Performance. Instruction services other than field trips will

normally be performed at the Academy facilities. CSA may perform functions other than 

instruction, such as purchasing, professional development, and administrative functions at 

off-site locations, unless prohibited by the Contract or applicable law. The Academy shall 

provide CSA with the necessary office space at the Academy site to perform all services for 

the Academy described in this Agreement. 

E. Acquisitions. All acquisitions made by CSA for the Academy, including, but

not limited to, instructional materials, equipment, supplies, furniture, computers and other 

technology, shall be owned by and remain the property of the Academy. CSA and its 

subcontractors will comply with all federal and state laws, rules, and regulations in addition 

to such policies as the Board may, from time to time adopt, under Section 1267 and Section 

1274 of the Code as if the Academy were making these purchases directly from a third party 

supplier or vendor. CSA will not add any fees or charges to the cost of the equipment, 

materials and supplies purchased from third parties when it seeks reimbursement for the 

cost of these acquisitions. 

F. Pupil Performance Standards and Evaluation. CSA is responsible for and

accountable to the Board for the performance of students who attend the Academy. CSA shall 

implement pupil performance evaluations which permit evaluation of the educational progress 

of each Academy student, using measures of student and school pe1formance required by the 

Contract or applicable laws and such additional measures  as shall  be mutually  agreed  upon 

by the Board and CSA including but not limited to parent satisfaction surveys. 

G. Student Recruitment. CSA shall be responsible for the recruitment of

students subject to the provisions of the Contract or applicable laws and the policies adopted 
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by the Board. Students shall be selected in accordance with the procedures set forth in the 

Contract and in compliance with the Code and other applicable law. CSA shall follow all 

applicable procedures regarding student recruitment, enrollment and lottery management, 

and shall be responsible for publication of appropriate public notices. 

H. Student Due Process Hearings. CSA shall provide students with procedural

and substantive due process in conformity with the requirements of applicable law and 

Board policy regarding discipline, special education, confidentiality and access to records, 

to an extent consistent with the Academy's own obligations. The Board shall retain the right 

to provide due process as required by law and to determine whether any student will be 

expelled. 

I. Legal Requirements. CSA shall provide educational programs that meet the

requirements under the Contract and applicable law, unless such requirements are or have been 

waived. 

J. Rules and Procedures. The Board shall consider, adopt and  conduct  its

operation in conformity with policies and procedures applicable to the Academy and CSA is 

directed to enforce the policies and procedures adopted by the Board. CSA shall assist the 

Board in its policy making function by recommending the adoption of  reasonable policies 

and  procedures  applicable to the Academy. 

K. School Year and School Day. The school year and the school day shall be

as provided in the Contract and as defined annually by the Board in compliance with 

applicable law. 

L. Authority. CSA shall have authority and power necessary to undertake

its responsibilities described in this Agreement except in the case(s) wherein by law such 

power may not be delegated. 

M. Compliance with Academy's Contract. CSA agrees to perform its duties

and responsibilities under this Agreement in a manner that is consistent with the 

Academy's obligations under the Academy's Contract issued by the Central Michigan 

University Board of Trustees, including all schedules attached thereto and policies 

references therein, as they may be amended. The provisions of the Academy's Contract 

shall supersede any competing or conflicting provisions contained in this Agreement. 

CSA agrees to assist the Academy in complying with all of the Academy's reporting, 

recordkeeping, and other obligations under the Academy's Contract. CSA shall not act 

in a manner which will cause the Academy to be in breach of its Contract. Any action 

or inaction by CSA that causes the Contract to be in jeopardy of revocation, termination 

or reconstitution is a material breach of the Agreement. In addition, a failure of CSA to 

perform reasonably the functions set forth in Article III may be considered a material 

breach of this Agreement. 

N. Additional Programs. The services provided by CSA to the Academy
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under this Agreement consist of the Educational Program as set forth in the Contract, as 

the same may change from time to time. The Academy may decide to provide additional 

programs, including but not limited to summer school. Any revenues collected from 

such programs will go directly to the Academy. The Academy may also purchase 

additional services from CSA at mutually agreeable cost. Such additional services shall 

be documented in writing as an amendment to this Agreement, subject to review by 

CMU. 

O. Annual Budget Preparation. The Board  shall  by Board  resolution  appoint
the Board Treasurer, or such other officer as determined by the Board, to serve as the chief 
administrative officer of the School (the "CAO") under the Uniform Budgeting and 
Accounting Act, MCL 141.421 et seq. (the "Budgeting and Accounting Act") 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the Agreement to the contrary, the Board resolution 
may designate CSA's chief financial officer, or such other CSA employee as is mutually 
agreed upon by CSA and the Academy, as the designated agent of the CAO to assist the 
CAO with the performance of the CAO's duties under the Budgeting and Accounting Act. 
CSA will  provide  the Board  with a  proposed  annual  budget  that shall  conform to  the 
Michigan Public School Accounting Manual and the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting 
Act, MCL 141.421 et seq. and in a form satisfactory to the Board and in compliance with 
the Contract. The budget  shall contain reasonable detail as requested by the Board and as 
necessary to comply  with  the  public accounting standards applicable to public schools and 
applicable law. The budget shall include anticipated revenues and projected expenses and 
costs  reasonably  associated  with operating the Academy and the Educational Program 
including, but not limited  to,  the  projected cost of all services and educational programs 
provided to the Academy, rent and lease  payments, debt service, maintenance  and  repairs 
to Academy facilities, supplies  and furnishings  necessary  to operate the Academy, taxes, 
insurance premiums, utilities, professional fees, and other costs and expenses connected to the 
operation of the Academy. The proposed  budget shall  be submitted  to the Board for approval 
not later than thirty (30) calendar days prior to the date when the approved budget is required to 
be submitted to CMU. CSA may not make deviations from the  approved budget without the 
prior written approval of the Board. 

Q. Operational Reporting. At least  four  (4)  times  per  year  CSA  will  provide  the

Board with comprehensive written reports detailing Academy operations, finances, and student 

performance. In order to enable the Board to monitor CSA's educational performance and the 

efficiency of its operation of the Academy, upon the request of the Board, CSA will provide 

written reports to the Board on any topic of Academy activity or operations and which are 

consistent with this Agreement. These special reports will be provided in a timely fashion, but 

not less than one (1) week after the request for the report is received by CSA unless the Board 

and CSA mutually agree upon an extended timetable. 

R. Compliance with Section 503c. On an annual basis, CSA agrees to provide the

Board all of the same information that a school district is required to disclose under section 

503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c or under section 18(2) of the State Aid Act of 1979, MCL 

388.1618(2), for the most recent school fiscal year in which the information is available. 

Within thirty (30) days of receiving the information under section 18 (2), the Board and 

CSA shall make this information publicly available on the Academy's website, in a form 
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and manner prescribed by the Michigan Department of Education. The defined terms in 

section 503c of the Code, MCL 380.503c, shall have the same meaning in this Agreement. 

S. Compliance with the Contract. CSA shall make information concerning the

operation and management of the Academy, including without limitation the information 

described in the Contract, available to the Academy as deemed necessary by the Board in 

order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations under the Contract. 

T. Suspension and Debarments List. Federal agencies are required to award

contracts only to presently responsible sources and cannot award funds to entities that have 

been suspended or debarred from doing business with the federal government. The 

Academy is a recipient of federal funding and CSA is required to refrain from any action that 

will result in being suspended or debarred. CSA certifies and affirms that it is not included 

on the federal Suspension and Debarments list of Excluded Parties List; nor is CSA affiliated 

with any party that is included on the federal Suspension and Debarments list of Excluded 

Parties List. 

U. Personally Identifiable Information. CSA agrees to treat all personally

identifiable information ("PII") received from the Academy or from students confidentially 

and securely, in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations related to protecting 

the privacy of PII, including without limitation the Family Education Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA), the Michigan Revised School Code, and Section 5 of Michigan's Student 

Online Personal Protection Act, MCL 388.1295. Except as permitted under the Code, CSA 

shall not sell or otherwise provide to a for-profit business entity any PII that is part of an 

Academy student's education records. If CSA receives information that is part of an 

Academy student's education records, CSA shall not sell or otherwise provide the 

information to any other person except as permitted under the Code. For purposes of this 

section, the terms "educational records" and "personally identifiable information" shall have 

the same meaning as those terms in section 1136 of the Code, MCL 380.1136. In addition, 

CSA will maintain a documented security program that incorporates appropriate, 

commercially reasonable, and industry-standard security measures to protect such PII. CSA 

will notify the Academy of any security breach that impacts PII received from the academy 

or from students within a commercially reasonable time after discovery, and will provide 

regular status updates until the breach is resolved. After final resolution of the breach, CSA 

will provide the Academy with a final incident report. 

V. Data Security Breach. CSA shall promptly report to the Board, not later than

the first business day following discovery, any use or disclosure of personally identifiable 

information from the Academy's education records or other information not suitable for 

public release (collectively, Covered Data or Information ("CDI")) that is not authorized by 

this Agreement or Applicable Law. CSA agrees to promptly undertake to identify: (i) the 

nature of the unauthorized use or disclosure, (ii) the CDI used or disclosed, (iii) who made 

the unauthorized use or received the unauthorized disclosure, (iv) what CSA has done or 

shall do to mitigate any deleterious effect of the unauthorized use or disclosure, (v) whether, 

and if so on what grounds, CSA has determined that the security breach has not or is not 

likely to cause substantial loss or injury to, or result in identity theft with respect to, one or 
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more residents of this state, and (vi) what corrective action CSA has taken or shall take to 

prevent future similar unauthorized use or disclosure. CSA shall provide such other 

information as reasonably requested by the Academy Board. CSA shall take appropriate 

action, in accordance with MCL 445.72, to notify affected individuals whose CDI may have 

been compromised. 

ARTICLE IV 

OBLIGATIONS OF THE BOARD 

A. Board Policy Authority. The Board is responsible for determining the fiscal

and academic policies that will govern the operation of the Academy, including policies 

relative to the conduct of students while in attendance at the Academy or enroute to and 

from the Academy and regulations governing the procurement of supplies, materials and 

equipment. The Board shall exercise good faith in considering the recommendations of CSA 

on issues including, but not limited to, policies, rules, regulations, procedures, curriculum 

and budgets subject to the constraints of law and the requirements of the Contract. Failure 

of CSA and the Board to agree on educational policies is grounds for termination of the 

Agreement by either party and will be subject to Article VII (D) of this Agreement. 

B. Building Facility. The Board is responsible  for the acquisition  by either

purchase or lease of a building facility that complies with all of the requirements of the Contract. 

C. Academy Employees. The Board may employ such employees as it deems

necessary, including a Liaison Officer to review the operations of the Academy and the 

performance  of CSA under this Agreement, and to ensure smooth relationships among the 

Academy, CSA, and CMU. The Board Liaison Officer may be employed full or  part-time  and 

will  pe1form  the functions established by the Board. The Board may also employ such clerical 

staff as it deems necessary. CSA shall cooperate with the Board Liaison Officer  and  will  provide 

that  individual with prompt access to records, facilities, and information as if such  requests  came 

from the full Board. CSA shall have no authority to select, evaluate, assign, supervise  or  control 

the  Board Liaison Officer and agrees that it will not bring or threaten to bring any legal action 

against  the Liaison Officer for the performance  of  the duties and  functions  established  for  that 

position  by the Board  and  which  are  consistent  with  this Agreement. The cost to employ  a 

Liaison  Officer and necessary clerical employees shall be paid by the Board. The cost to  employ 

Academy employees shall be paid by the Board. 

D. Educational Consultants. The Board may retain an educational consultant

or consultants to review the operations of the Academy and the performance of CSA under 

this Agreement. CSA shall cooperate with the educational consultant or consultants and will 

provide those individuals with prompt access to records, facilities and information as if such 

requests came from the full Board. CSA shall have no authority to select, evaluate, assign, 

supervise or control any educational consultant employed by the Board, and agrees that it 

will not bring or threaten to bring any legal action against the Board or any educational 

consultant for the performance of the functions requested to be performed by the Board and 
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which are consistent with this Agreement. The cost to employ an educational consultant 

shall be paid by the Board. 

E. Legal Counsel. The Board shall select and retain legal counsel to advise it

on any matter, including but not limited to its rights and responsibilities under the Contract, 

this Agreement and applicable law. 

F. Audit Services. The Board shall select and retain an independent auditor to

perform the annual financial audit in accordance with the Contract and applicable state law. 

G. Budget. The Board is responsible for adopting a budget in accordance with

the provisions of the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421 et seq, that has 

adequate resources to fulfill its obligations under the Contract, including but not limited to 

its oversight of CSA, the organization of the Academy, negotiation of the Contract and any 

amendments, payment of personnel costs, insurance required under the Contract and this 

Agreement, the annual financial audit and retention of the Board's legal counsel and 

consultants. CSA may not make expenditures or commitments which deviate from the 

amounts or purposes of appropriations contained in the approved budget without the prior 

approval of the Board in the form of an approved amendment to the budget in accordance 

with applicable law and the Contract. In addition, the Board is responsible for determining 

the budget reserve amount included as part of the Academy's annual budget, for 

implementing fiscal policies that will assist the Academy in attaining the stated budget 

reserve amount and for approving necessary amendments to the budget to reflect necessary 

deviations from the adopted budget. The budget may be amended from time to time as 

deemed necessary by the Board. The Board shall designate an Academy Board member as 

the Chief Administrative Officer of the Academy. 

H. Academy Funds. The Board shall determine the depository of all funds

received by the Academy. All funds received by the Academy shall be initially deposited in 

the Academy's depository account. Signatories on all Board accounts shall solely be current 

Board members properly designated annually by Board resolution. All interest or investment 

earnings on Academy accounts shall accrue to the Academy. The Board shall provide 

Academy funding on a consistent and timely basis to CSA in order that CSA may fulfill its 

obligations under this Agreement. 

I. Governmental Immunity. The Board shall determine  when  to assert, waive  or

not waive its governmental immunity. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to, nor shall it be 

construed, as a relinquishment or waiver by the Board of any immunity from action or liability. 

J. Contract with CMU. The Board will not act in a manner which will cause the

Academy to be in breach of its Contract with CMU. 

K. Evaluation of CSA. The Board will evaluate the performance of CSA each year

to provide CSA with an understanding of the Board's view of its performance  under this 

Agreement.  The Board will determine the format to conduct this evaluation. Special evaluations 

may occur at any time. 

Schedule 5-14 West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science



11 

ARTICLE V 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT 

A. Primary Source of Funding. As a Michigan public school academy, the

primary source of funding for the Academy is state school aid payments based upon the 

number of eligible students enrolled in the Academy combined with such other payments as 

may be available from state and federal sources for specific programs and services. 

B. Other Revenue Sources. In order to supplement and enhance the state school

aid payments and improve the quality of education at the Academy, the Board and CSA, 

with prior Board approval, shall endeavor to obtain revenue from other sources. In this 

regard: 

1. The Academy and/or CSA shall solicit and receive donations consistent with the

mission of the Academy.

2. The Academy and/or CSA may apply for and receive grant money, in the name

of the Academy. CSA shall provide advance notification to the Board of any grant

applications it intends to make and receive the approval of the Board for the

application prior to filing or submitting any grant.

3. To the extent permitted by law, CSA may charge fees to students for extra

services such as summer programs, after school programs and athletics and

charge non- Academy students who participate in such programs approved by the

Board.

All funds received by CSA or the Academy from such other revenue sources shall inure to 

and be deemed the property of the Academy, except as otherwise agreed by the parties in writing 

as an amendment to this Agreement. 

C. Compensation for Services. For the term of this Agreement, the Academy shall

pay CSA an annual fee. This annual fee shall be calculated as follows: The annual fee to be paid 

for services performed between July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2031 shall be ten (10.00%) percent 

of all annual gross revenues less the three percent (3%) retained by CMU for its oversight fee. 

CSA's annual fee shall be paid in twelve (12) equal monthly installments beginning in July of 

each school year. The exact day of the month that each monthly installment is to be paid 

will coincide with the timing of any state school aid payment from the State of Michigan to 

be received in that month. In months where no state school aid payments are to be received, 

the day of the month when that monthly installment will be due will be mutually agreed upon 

by the parties after taking into consideration available year-end funds and the timing of funds 

to be made available from state school aid anticipation notes or other sources. All 

installments of the annual fee for the 2030- 2031 school year shall be paid by June 30, 2031 

if this Agreement is not extended beyond the scheduled termination date. The amount of the 

annual fee is subject to reduction in a mutually agreeable amount in any school year if 

extenuating circumstances make payment of the entire annual fee inappropriate. 
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D. Reasonable Compensation. The parties wish to satisfy the requirements of

Rev. Proc. 97-13 so that the provision of CSA's services under this Agreement does not 

cause the Academy's facilities to be treated as used in a private business use under Section 

141(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. CSA's compensation under this 

Agreement is reasonable compensation for services rendered. CSA's compensation for 

services under this Agreement will not be based, in whole or in part, on a share of net profits 

from the operation of the Academy. 

E. Payment of Educational Program Costs. In addition to the Academy's

obligation to pay or reimburse CSA for the cost to employ CSA employees under Article 

VI(B), (C) and (D), all costs reasonably incurred within Board approved budget parameters 

in providing the Educational Program at the Academy shall be paid by the Academy. Such 

costs shall include, but shall not be limited to, curriculum materials, professional 

development and training, textbooks, library books, computer and other equipment, 

software, supplies utilized at the Academy for educational purposes, building payments, 

maintenance, utilities, capital improvements, and marketing and development costs. 

Marketing and development costs charged to the Academy shall be limited to those costs 

specific to the Academy’s program, and shall not include any costs for the marketing and 

development of CSA. The Board shall pay or reimburse CSA monthly for approved fees and 

expenses, as identified in the board approved annual budget, upon properly presented 

documentation and approval by the Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

Alternatively, the Board may advance funds to CSA for the fees and expenses associated 

with the Academy's operation provided that documentation for the fees and expenses are 

provided for Board ratification at its next regularly scheduled meeting. In paying costs on 

behalf of the Academy, CSA shall not charge an added fee. Any costs reimbursed to CSA 

that are determined by the independent audit not to be reasonably incurred on behalf of the 

Educational Program of the Academy shall be promptly returned to the Academy by CSA. 

F. CSA Costs. The annual fee to be paid to CSA set forth in Article V, Section

C is intended to compensate CSA for all expenses it incurs for administrative services it is 

required to provide under this Agreement, including but not limited to, expenses associated 

with individuals providing professional and curriculum development services, accounting 

services, clerical services, management and budgeting services, and administrative services. 

CSA will provide sufficient professional and non-professional staff in these areas, who shall 

be compensated by CSA. In addition, the annual fee is intended to compensate CSA for all 

costs incurred by CSA to provide these services. The annual fee does not include payments 

for CSA personnel provided pursuant to Article VI (B), (C), and (D), the cost of which will 

be paid or reimbursed to CSA in accordance with Article VI (A). Any services to be 

provided by CSA that are included in the annual fee but are performed by a subcontractor 

shall not be charged to, reimbursed by, or passed through as an additional cost to the 

Academy. Additionally, no corporate costs of CSA shall be charged to, or reimbursed by, 

the Academy. 

G. CSA Legal Services. The annual fee set forth in Article V, Section C is

intended to compensate CSA for routine legal fees it incurs to receive advice regarding the 
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scope of its obligations under state and federal law to provide the administrative and financial 

services CSA is required to provide under this Agreement. The annual fee does not cover 

non-routine legal services, including but not limited to the legal fees and costs associated 

with the appointment of special education hearing officers and the engagement of counsel 

to represent the Academy in legal or administrative proceedings, which are the responsibility 

of the Academy. The Board shall at all times retain the sole authority and discretion to 

engage independent legal counsel 

H. Other  Public School Academies. The Academy acknowledges that CSA

has entered, or will enter into management agreements with other public school academies. CSA 

shall separately account and provide written detail for reimbursable expenses incurred on behalf 

of the Academy and other public school academies, and  only charge the Academy  for expenses 

incurred on behalf of the Academy. 

I. Financial Reporting. On not less than a monthly basis, CSA shall provide

the Board with monthly financial statements that shall include a balance sheet, an object level 

detailed statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance that includes a 

comparison of budget-to-actual information and an explanation of the variances of 

expenditures for review and approval by the Board. This report shall explain any variances 

from the approved budget and shall contain recommendations for necessary budget 

corrections. The foregoing presentation shall be in a form and format acceptable to the Board 

and shall be provided to Board members not less than seven (7) business days prior to the 

Board meeting at which the information will be considered in the Board packets sent to 

Board members in preparation for Board meetings. CSA shall provide special reports as 

necessary to keep the Board informed of changing conditions. All finance and other records 

of the ESP related to the Academy will be made available to the Academy, the Academy's 

independent auditor and the Authorizer upon request. 

J. Audit Report Information. CSA will make all of its financial and other

records related to the Academy available to the Academy, the Academy's independent 

auditor selected by the Board and CMU upon request. 

K. Other Financial Relationships. Any lease, promissory notes or other

negotiable instruments, lease-purchase agreements or other financing agreements between 

the Academy and CSA shall be contained in a document separate from this Agreement and 

shall comply with applicable law and CMU's Educational Service Provider Policies. 

L. Access to Records. CSA shall keep accurate financial records pertaining to

its operation of the Academy, together with all Academy financial, educational and student 

records prepared by or in the possession of CSA, and retain all of these records for a period 

as required by Bulletin 1022 of Michigan's Record Retention Schedule, or applicable law, 

whichever period is the longest, from the close of the fiscal year to which such books, 

accounts and records relate. CSA shall further make information concerning the operation 

and management of the Academy, including but not limited to, information required to be 

kept by the Contract with CMU, including all exhibits and schedules, available to the 

Academy as deemed necessary by the Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy 
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its obligations under the Contract and to CMU upon request. Financial, educational, 

operational and student records that are now or may in the future come into the possession of 

CSA remain Academy records and are required to be returned by CSA to the Academy upon 

demand, provided that CSA may retain copies of records necessary to document the services 

provided to the Academy and its actions under the Agreement. CSA and the Academy shall 

maintain the proper confidentiality of personnel, student and other records as required by 

law. All Academy records shall be physically or electronically available, upon request, at 

the Academy's physical facilities. The financial, educational, operational and student records 

pertaining to the Academy are Academy property, and are public documents subject to 

disclosure in accordance with the provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act. 

This Agreement shall not be construed to restrict CMU's or the public's access to these 

records under the Freedom of Information Act or the Contract, except to the extent permitted 

by law. 

M. Access to Confidential Information. The Academy agrees to define "school

official" in the Academy's annual notification of rights under 20 U.S.C. § 1232g, 34 C.F.R. 

§ 99, FERPA to include a contractor who performs an institutional service or function for

which the Academy would otherwise use its own employees, who is under the direct control

of the Academy with respect to the use and maintenance of personally-identifiable

information from education records, and who is subject to the requirements of 34 C.F.R. §

99.33(a) governing the use and redisclosure of personally identifiable information from

education records. The Board designates CSA and certain of its employees and

subcontractors as school officials of the Academy having a legitimate educational interest

such that they are entitled to access to educational records under FERPA. CSA and its

employees and subcontractors agree to comply with FERPA and corresponding regulations

applicable to school officials. Except as set forth in this Paragraph or as expressly

acknowledged in writing by the Board, no employee of CSA shall be deemed to be an agent

of the Academy. During the term of this Agreement, the Academy may disclose, and CSA

and its officers, directors, employees and designated agents may have access to, confidential

information to the extent permitted by applicable law, including without limitation, the

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §l232g et seq., ("FERPA"), the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act ("IDEA"), 20 USC §1401 et seq., 34 CFR

300.610- 300.626; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC §794a, 34 CFR

104.36; the Michigan Mandatory Special Education Act, MCL 380.1701 et seq.; the

Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC

§12101 et seq.; the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act ("HIPAA"), 42 USC

1320d - 13200d-8; 45 CFR 160, 162 and 164; and social security numbers, as protected by

the federal Privacy Act of 1974, 5 USC §552a; and the Michigan Social Security Number

Privacy Act, MCL 445.84. CSA agrees that it shall comply with all applicable law regarding

the safeguarding of the confidentiality of such information.

ARTICLE VI 

PERSONNEL AND TRAINING 

Schedule 5-18 West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science



15 

A. Personnel Responsibility. CSA is responsible for providing the Academy

with a School Administrator and other qualified administrative, teaching, food service, 

secretarial, maintenance and transportation staff to operate the Academy within the staffing 

levels approved by the Board in its annual budget. CSA shall have the responsibility to recruit, 

select, hire, evaluate, compensate, assign, discipline, transfer and terminate the employment 

of all individuals that it employs to provide services at or for the Academy, consistent with 

state and federal law and the provisions of this Agreement. With the exception of the Board 

employees, if any, CSA shall be the employer of all individuals working at or for the 

Academy and accepts full liability and is responsible for the payment of all costs incurred by 

CSA attributable to these employees, including wages, salaries, fringe benefits, payroll taxes, 

social security contributions, unemployment costs, workers compensation costs, and 

liability insurance costs irrespective of whether CSA receives an advancement of its costs 

or the payment of services from the Academy. Unless required by applicable statute, court 

or administrative decision, or Attorney General's opinion, CSA shall not make payments to 

the Michigan Public School Employees' Retirement System or any other public retirement 

system on behalf of its employees. CSA will provide the Board with a detailed listing of the 

actual wages, salaries, fringe benefits, social security contributions, unemployment costs 

and workers compensation costs for all employees of CSA who will be assigned to provide 

services at the Academy. The Board will pay or reimburse CSA for the cost of the actual 

wages, salaries, fringe benefits, social security contributions, unemployment costs, and 

workers compensation costs of employees assigned to the Academy not later than three (3) 

business days before that compensation is due to the employees or to other entities to be 

paid to provide these benefits, provided that these costs are not higher than anticipated and 

approved in the annual budget. At the request of the Board, CSA will provide payroll services 

for employees of the Board. CSA will not assign any employee to work at the Academy who 

has not successfully completed a pre- employment background check (including statutorily 

required criminal history, criminal background and unprofessional conduct checks) 

consistent with Michigan State Police guidelines and credential verification, and, a pre-

employment physical if appropriate. CSA will not place in the employment contracts with 

any of its employees assigned to work at the Academy any non- compete agreements of any 

nature. CSA agrees that any provision of an employment agreement with any of its 

employees that would be in violation of this provision is void and shall not be enforceable 

in any forum. CSA will comply with the requirements of applicable law, including but not 

limited to section 1249 of the Code, MCL 380.1249, regarding the evaluation of its 

employees based in part upon data on student growth and the establishment of employee 

compensation levels that include job performance and job accomplishments as a significant 

factor. In the event that an employee hired by CSA is retired under the Michigan Public 

School Employees Retirement Act, CSA will comply with any applicable notice and 

reporting requirement. 

B. School Administrator. CSA shall provide the Academy with a School

Administrator who shall be responsible for the daily operational control of the Academy 

and to make recommendations to CSA regarding employees to be assigned to the Academy. 

CSA will have the authority, consistent with applicable law, to select and supervise the School 

Administrator 
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· and to hold that individual accountable for the success of the Academy. The School

Administrator will be a CSA employee, but the individual selected by CSA must be

acceptable to the Board. CSA will consult with the Board prior to hiring the School

Administrator and will consult with the Board prior to taking any action that would alter the

employment status of the School Administrator. At the request of the Board, CSA will

review the performance of the School Administrator with the Board. Upon receipt of written

notification indicating that the Board is not satisfied with the pe1formance of the School

Administrator, CSA will provide a replacement School Administrator if the performance

problems are not resolved. The Board will reimburse CSA for any reasonable costs

associated with the termination of the School Administrator during a school year, at the

Board's request, provided that the amount of the costs to be reimbursed shall not exceed

three (3) months of the School Administrator's salary and fringe benefits. The employment

contract with the School Administrator, and the duties and compensation of the School

Administrator shall be determined by CSA, but that individual must be assigned  on a full

time basis to the Academy and may not be providing services to any other school or

Academy without the prior approval of the Board. If CSA  chooses  to execute  an

employment  agreement with the School Administrator that has a term longer than one year,

the Board reserves the right to have the School Administrator placed elsewhere by CSA if

the Board is dissatisfied with that individual's pe1formance at the end of any school year

and will be considered a non-renewal rather than a termination for purposes of this

Agreement.

C. Teachers. As part of the annual budgeting process, CSA shall make a

recommendation to the Board regarding the number of teachers required for the 

operation of the Academy pursuant to the Contract. CSA shall provide the Academy 

with such teachers, qualified in the grade levels and subjects as are required by the 

Academy. The curriculum taught by such teachers shall be the curriculum prescribed in 

the Contract. Such teachers may, at the discretion of CSA, work at the Academy on a 

full or part time basis. If assigned to the Academy on a part time basis, such teachers 

may also work at other schools operated by CSA. Each teacher assigned to or retained 

by the Academy shall hold a valid teaching certificate or temporary special permit 

issued by the State Board of Education under the Code, to the extent required under the 

Code and the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 ("ESSA") or other applicable law. If 

CSA chooses to execute contracts with teaching staff that have a term of longer than 

one year, the Board reserves the right to have teachers placed elsewhere by CSA if the 

Board is dissatisfied with their performance at the end of any school year. Teachers 

employed by CSA shall not be considered teachers for purposes of continuing tenure 

under MCL Section 38.71 et. seq. 

D. Support Staff. As part of the annual budgeting process, CSA shall make

a recommendation to the Board regarding the number of support staff required for the 

operation of the Academy pursuant to the Contract. CSA shall provide the Academy 

with such support staff, qualified in the areas required, as are required by the Board. 

Such support staff may, in the discretion of CSA, work at the Academy on a full or part 
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time basis. If assigned to the Academy on a part time basis, such support staff may also 

work at other schools operated by CSA. Each support staff employee assigned to or 

retained by the Academy shall have received the training and hold the certificates, 

degrees or licenses legally required for the position to which they are assigned under the 

Code and ESSA or other applicable law. If CSA chooses to execute contracts with 

support staff that have a term of longer than one year, the Board reserves the right to 

have support staff placed elsewhere by CSA if the Board is dissatisfied with their 

performance at the end of any school year. 

E. Training. CSA shall provide training to the School Administrator,

teachers, paraprofessionals, and other support staff members on a regular and continuing 

basis and shall insure that they receive all training required by law and the policies of 

the Board. The School Administrator, teachers, paraprofessionals and other support staff 

employees shall receive such other training as CSA determines as reasonable and 

necessary under the circumstances within the board approved budget. CSA will be 

reimbursed for costs associated with this training provided it is allocated for in the board 

approved budget. 

ARTICLE VII 

TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

A. Termination by the Academy for Cause. This Agreement may be terminated

by the Academy for cause prior to the end of the term specified in Article II in the event that 

CSA should fail to remedy a material breach within a period reasonable under the 

circumstances, which in no event shall be longer than sixty (60) calendar days after notice 

from the Academy. A material breach is a failure by CSA to carry out its responsibilities 

under this Agreement and may include, but is not limited to, (1) failure to account for its 

expenditures or to pay operating costs (providing funds are available to do so), (2) failure to 

follow policies or procedures duly adopted by the Board, 

(3) failure to follow the Educational Program, (4) a violation of the Contract or of applicable

law, or (5) any action or inaction by CSA that is not cured within 60 days of notice thereof

which causes the Contact to be revoked, terminated, suspended, or which causes the

Contract to be put in jeopardy of revocation, suspension or termination by Central Michigan

University. In order to terminate this Agreement for cause, the Board is required to provide

CSA with written notification of the facts it considers to constitute material breach and the

period of time within which CSA has to remedy this breach not to exceed sixty (60) calendar

days. After the period to remedy the material breach has expired, the Board may terminate

this Agreement by providing CSA with written notification of termination. The Academy

and CSA will make every effort necessary to remedy a breach of the ESP Agreement in order

to continue school operations until completion of the then current school fiscal year.

B. Termination by CSA for Cause. This Agreement may be terminated by CSA

for cause prior to the end of the term specified in Article II in the event the Academy fails 

to remedy a material breach within a period reasonable under the circumstances, which in 

no event shall be longer than sixty (60) calendar days after notice from CSA. A material 
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breach is a failure by the Academy to carry out its responsibilities under this Agreement and 

may include, but is not limited to (1) a failure to make timely payments to CSA as required 

by this Agreement, (2) a failure to give consideration to the recommendations of CSA 

regarding the operation of the Academy), (3) a violation of the Contract or of applicable law 

or (4) any action or inaction by the Academy that places the Contact in jeopardy of 

suspension, revocation, reconstitution or termination. In order to terminate this Agreement 

for cause, CSA is required to provide the Board with written notification of the facts it 

considers to constitute material breach and the period of time within which the Academy 

has to remedy this breach not to exceed sixty (60) days. After the period to remedy the 

material breach has expired, CSA may terminate this Agreement by providing the Board 

with written notification of termination. The Academy and CSA will make every effort 

necessary to remedy a breach of the ESP Agreement in order to continue school operations 

until completion of the then current school fiscal year. 

C. Revocation or Termination of Contract.  If the Academy’s Contract issued
by the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees is revoked, terminated or  a  new 
charter contract is not issued to the Academy after  expiration  of  the  Academy's  Contract, 
this Agreement shall automatically terminate on the same date as the Academy's Contract 
is revoked, terminated, or expires without further action of the parties. 

D. Termination by Either Party without Cause. This Agreement is terminable

without cause if  CSA  and  the Board are unable to agree on educational programs, 

curriculum or other educational policies that affect the Academy in a significant way, or if 

the parties are unable to agree upon the reduction of that annual fee in any school year if 

extenuating circumstances make payment of the entire annual fee inappropriate, either party 

may elect to terminate this Agreement at the end of a school year, provided that the 

terminating party gives the other party written notification of termination at least ninety (90) 

calendar days prior to the termination date and provides the other party with an opportunity 

within that period to negotiate an agreement on the educational policies at issue or to 

negotiate over the amount of the reduction of that year's annual fee. 

E. Change in Law. If any federal, state or local  law  or regulation, or court decision

has a material adverse impact on the ability of either party to carry out its obligations under this 

Agreement, then either party, upon written  notice, may  request  renegotiation  of  the 

Agreement; and if the parties are unable or unwilling to renegotiate the terms within ninety (90) 

calendar days after the notice, the party requiring the renegotiation may terminate this Agreement 

on thirty (30) calendar days further written notice. 

F. Notice of Intention for New Agreement. On or before January 1, 2031, the

Academy shall review the performance of CSA and provide notice of intention to approve  

a new agreement for an additional year or years, subject to the  negotiation of  the terms for 

the new agreement and the extension or reauthorization of the Contract. In the event that the 

Academy does not provide timely notice of intention to continue the contractual relationship 

with a new agreement, CSA  will  take appropriate  actions  to provide  for an orderly 

transition of the management functions performed under this Agreement upon its 

termination on June 30, 2031. CSA shall perform this transition in a similar manner as 
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described under Article VII(J) based upon completion of the then-current school period. 

G. Effective Date of Termination. In the event this Agreement is terminated

by either party prior to the end of the term specified in Article II, paragraph A, absent 

unusual and compelling circumstances, the termination will not become effective until the 

end of that school year. 

H. Rights to Property Upon Termination. Upon termination of this Agreement all

property (real or personal), equipment, materials and supplies  whether  purchased  by the 

Academy or by CSA with state school aid funds or other funds secured by the Academy, shall 

remain the exclusive property of the Academy. CSA shall have the right upon proof  of 

ownership  to reclaim any usable property or equipment (e.g., including, but not limited to, desks, 

computers, copying machines, fax machines, telephones) that was purchased by CSA with CSA 

funds . Fixtures and building alterations shall become the property of the Academy. 

I. Mid-Year Transition. The Academy and CSA agree that mid-year

terminations should be avoided if possible, and endeavor to take reasonable efforts necessary 

to remedy a breach of this agreement in order to continue school operations until completion 

of the then current school fiscal year. If a breach cannot be remedied, the Academy Board 

and CSA agree to work cooperatively to transition management and operations of the 

academy without disrupting the Academy's operations. CSA shall perform this transition in 

a similar manner as described under Article VII (J) based upon completion of the then-

current school period. 

J. End of Agreement Transition. Upon termination or expiration of this

Agreement, or if this agreement is terminated due to a Contract revocation, reconstitution, 

or termination or non-renewal, CSA shall, without additional charge: (i) close the financial 

records on the then current school fiscal year which includes, but is not limited to, the 

completion and submission of the annual financial audit, state and federal grant reporting 

and all other associated reporting required within the required timelines established by the 

appropriate local, state or federal authority; (ii) organize and prepare student records for 

transition to the new educational services provider, self-management or in the case of a 

school closure, transfer to a student's new school as designated by the student's parent/legal 

guardian or to a person or entity authorized to hold such records; (iii) provide for the orderly 

transition of employee compensation and benefits to the new educational services provider 

or self-management without disruption to staffing, or in the case of school closure, final 

payment of all employee compensation, benefit and tax obligations related to services 

provided by CSA to the Academy; (iv) organize and prepare the Academy's records, both 

electronic and hard-copy, for transition to the new educational services provider, self- 

management or dissolution; and (v) provide for the orderly transition to the new educational 

services provider, self-management or dissolution of all Academy-owned assets including, 

but not limited to, furniture, fixtures, equipment and real estate. This includes any keys, log-

in information and passwords related to any Academy asset. 

ARTICLE VIII 
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PROPRIETARY INFORMATION 

A. CSA Proprietary Information and Academy Rights of Use. CSA shall

own all copyright and other proprietary rights to all instructional and educational materials, 

training materials, curriculum and lesson plans, and any other materials developed by CSA, 

its employees, agents or subcontractors, or by any individual working for or supervised by 

CSA, which (i) were not directly developed exclusively by staff working at the Academy; 

or (ii) were paid for by CSA with CSA funds. The Academy shall have an ongoing right to 

use, at no cost, all such materials in use as of the termination of this Agreement. 

B. Academy Proprietary Information and CSA Rights of Use. The Academy

shall own all copyright and other proprietary rights to all instructional and educational

materials, training materials, curriculum and lesson plans, and any other materials (i)

developed exclusively by staff working at the Academy; or (ii) both directly developed and paid

for by the Academy ; or (iii) developed by CSA, at the direction of the Board with Academy

funds. CSA shall have an ongoing right to use, at no cost, all such materials developed

during the term of this Agreement.

C. Required Disclosure. Both parties shall be permitted to report any new

teaching techniques or methods of significant revisions to known teaching techniques or 

methods to CMU, the ISD in which the Academy is located and to the State Board of 

Education, which teaching techniques or methods may thereafter be made available to the 

public, as provided in Sections 505(3) of the Code, notwithstanding anything contained in 

this Article VIII to the contrary. Any educational materials and teaching techniques 

developed by CSA and/or used by the Academy are subject to disclosure under the Code and 

the Freedom of Information Act. 

D. Marks. The Academy and CSA shall provide written notice to the other party

regarding the existence of any trademarks, service marks, mascot, or other identifying symbols 

(Marks) that they consider to be proprietary in nature. Execution of the Agreement satisfies this 

notice requirement as to each party's name and the Academy's tree logo. The Academy and CSA 

agree not to use Marks of the other party without the prior written approval. 

ARTICLE IX 

INDEMNIFICATION 

A. Indemnification of CSA. To the extent permitted by law, the Academy shall

indemnify and hold CSA (which term for purposes of this Paragraph A, includes CSA's 

officers, directors, agents and employees) harmless against any and all claims, demands, 

suits, or other forms of liability(including reasonable attorney's fees and costs) that may arise 

out of, or by reason of, any noncompliance by the Academy Board (its officers, directors and 

employees) with any agreements, covenants, warranties, or undertakings of the Academy 

Board (its officers, directors and employees) contained in or made pursuant to this 

Agreement; and any misrepresentation or breach of the representations and warranties of the 

Board contained in or made pursuant to this Agreement. In addition, the Academy shall 

reimburse CSA for any and all legal expenses and costs associated with the defense of any 
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such claim, demand, or suit. The indemnification requirements of this paragraph may be met 

by the purchase of insurance in a form and amounts reasonably acceptable to CSA. 

B. Limitations of Liabilities. The Academy may assert or not assert all immunities

and statutory limitations of liability in connection with any claims arising under this Agreement. 

C. Indemnification of the Academy. To the extent permitted by law, CSA shall

indemnify and hold the Academy (which term for purposes of this Paragraph C, includes the 

Academy Board and its officers, directors, agents and employees) harmless against any and all 

claims, demands, suits, or other forms of liability (including  reasonable  attorney  fees and  costs) 

that may arise out of, or by reason of, any noncompliance by CSA with any agreements, 

covenants, warranties, or undertakings of CSA contained in or made pursuant to this Agreement; 

and any misrepresentation or breach of the representations and warranties of CSA contained 

in or made pursuant to this Agreement. In addition, CSA shall reimburse the Academy for 

any and all legal expenses and costs associated with the defense of any such claim, demand, 

or suit. The indemnification requirements of this paragraph may be met by the purchase of 

insurance in a form and amounts acceptable to the Academy. 

D. Indemnification for Negligence. To the extent permitted by law, the

Academy shall indemnify and hold harmless CSA, and CSA's Board of Directors, officers, 

employees, agents and representatives, from any and all claims and liabilities which CSA may 

incur and which arise out of the negligence of the Academy Board or its directors, officers, 

employees, agents or representatives. To the extent permitted by law, CSA shall indemnify 

and hold harmless the Academy, and the Academy's Board of Directors, officers, employees, 

agents or representatives, from any and all claims and liabilities which the Academy may 

incur and which arise out of the negligence of CSA's directors, officers, employees, agents 

or representatives. 

E. Indemnification of Central Michigan University. The parties acknowledge

and agree that Central Michigan University, its Board of Trustees, and its members, officers, 

employees, agents or representatives (collectively "University") are deemed to be third party 

beneficiaries for purposes of this Agreement. As third party beneficiaries, CSA hereby 

promises to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the University from and against all 

demands, claims, actions, suits, cases of action, losses, judgments, liabilities, damages, fines 

penalties, demands, forfeitures, or any other liabilities or losses of any kind whatsoever, 

including costs and expenses (not limited to reasonable attorney fees, expert and other 

professional fees), of settlement and prosecution imposed upon or incurred by the 

University, and not caused by the sole negligence of the University, which arise out of or are 

in any manner connected with the University Board's approval of the Academy's 

Application, the University Board's consideration of or issuance of a Contract, CSA's 

preparation for or operation of the Academy, or which are incurred as a result of the reliance 

by the University upon information supplied by CSA, or which arise out of CSA's failure to 

comply with the Contract or applicable law. The parties expressly acknowledge and agree 

that the University may commence legal action against CSA to enforce its rights as set forth 

in this section of the Agreement. 
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ARTICLE X 

INSURANCE 

A. Insurance of the Academy. The Academy shall purchase its own insurance

policy and shall secure and maintain such policies of insurance as required by the Michigan 

Universities Self Insurance Corporation ("M.U.S.I.C."). This coverage shall include the 

building and related capital facilities if they are the property of the Academy. The Academy 

shall maintain such insurance in an amount and on such terms as required by the provisions 

of the Contract, including the indemnification of CSA required by this Agreement. The 

Academy shall, upon request, present evidence to CSA that it maintains the requisite 

insurance in compliance with the provisions of this paragraph. CSA shall comply with any 

information or reporting requirements applicable to the Academy under the Academy's 

policy with its insurer(s), to the extent practicable. 

B. Insurance of CSA. CSA shall secure and maintain such policies of insurance as

required by the Contract and M.U.S.I.C. In the event the University or M.U.S.I.C. requests any 

change in coverage by CSA, CSA agrees to comply with the change in the type or amount of 

coverage, as requested, within thirty (30)  days after  notice of  the insurance coverage  change. 

CSA's  insurance is separate from and in addition to the insurance the Academy  Board  is 

required  to obtain  under  the Contract. CSA shall, upon request, present evidence to the 

Academy and CMU that it maintains the requisite insurance in compliance with the provisions 

of this paragraph. The Academy shall comply with any information or reporting requirements 

applicable  to  CSA  under  CSA's  policy with its insurer(s), to the extent practicable. 

C. Workers' Compensation Insurance. Each party shall maintain workers'

compensation insurance when and as required by law, covering their respective employees. 

ARTICLE XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A. Sole Agreement. This Agreement supersedes and replaces any and all prior

agreements and understandings between the Academy and CSA on the subject matter 

hereof. 

B. Force Majeure. Neither party shall be liable if the pe1formance of any part

or all of this Agreement is prevented, delayed, hindered or otherwise made impracticable or 

impossible by reason of any strike, flood, riot, fire, explosion, war, act of God, sabotage, 

accident, or any other casualty, or cause beyond either party's control, and which cannot be 

overcome by reasonable diligence and without unusual expense. 

C. Notices. All notices, demands, requests and consents under this Agreement

shall be in writing, shall be delivered to each party, and shall be effective when received by 

the parties or mailed to the parties at their respective addresses set forth below, or at such 

other address as may be furnished by a party to the other party: 
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If to CSA:  Choice Schools 

Associates 5251 Clyde 

Park Avenue SW 

Wyoming, MI 49509 

Attn: Sarah Wildey 

If to Academy: West Michigan Academy of Environmental 

Science 4463 Leonard Street Street, NW 

Walker, MI 49544 

Attention: Board 

President 

A courtesy copy of the notice should also be provided the legal counsel of  the party to be 

served,  if known. 

D. Severability. The invalidity of any of the covenants, phrases or clauses in this

Agreement shall not affect the remaining portions of this Agreement, and this Agreement shall 

be construed as if such invalid covenant, phrase or clause had not been contained in this 

Agreement. 

E. Successors and Assigns. This Agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to

the benefit of, the parties and their respective successors and assigns. 

F. Entire Agreement. This Agreement is the entire agreement between the

parties relating to the services provided, and the compensation for such services, by the 

parties. Any modification to this Agreement must be made in writing, approved by the Board 

and CSA, and signed by a duly authorized officer. In addition, any modification of this 

Agreement must follow CMU's ESP policies before it can be executed. 

G. Non-Waiver. No failure of a party in exercising any right, power or privilege

under this Agreement shall affect such right, power or privilege, nor shall any single or partial 

exercise thereof preclude any further exercise thereof or the exercise of any other right, power 

or privilege. The rights and remedies of the parties under this Agreement are cumulative and  not 

exclusive  of any rights or remedies which any of them may otherwise have. 

H. Assignment. CSA may not assign this Agreement without the prior written

approval of the Board and without prior notification to CMU. Any such assignment shall be 

done in a manner consistent with CMU's ESP policies. 

I. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and enforced in

accordance with the laws of the state of Michigan. 
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J. Delegation of Authority. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as

delegating to CSA any of the powers  or authority  of  the Board  that are not subject  to delegation 

by the Board under Michigan law or the Contract. 

K. Compliance with Law. The parties agree to comply with all applicable laws and

regulations. 

L. Warranties and Representations. The Academy and CSA  each represent (1)

that it has the authority under law to execute, deliver and pe1form this Agreement and to incur 

the obligations provided for under this Agreement, (2) that its actions have been duly and validly 

authorized, and (3) that it will adopt any and all resolutions or expenditure approvals required 

for execution of this Agreement. 

M. Dispute Resolution Procedure. Any and all disputes between the parties

concerning any alleged breach  of  this Agreement  or arising out of  or relating to the 

interpretation of this Agreement or the parties' performance of their respective obligations under 

this Agreement that are unable to be resolved through discussion and negotiation shall  be 

resolved  by arbitration, and such an arbitration procedure shall be the sole and exclusive remedy 

for such matters. The arbitrator shall be selected from a panel provided by and in accordance 

with the rules of  the American Arbitration Association. The arbitration shall  be conducted  in 

accordance  with the rules of the American Arbitration Association, with such variations as the 

parties and the arbitrator unanimously accept. Any arbitration hearing shall be conducted in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan. The arbitrator shall be required to issue a cause opinion with a written 

explanation as to  the  final decision. CMU shall be notified of the arbitrator's decision and a 

copy of  the arbitrator's opinion  shall be made available to CMU upon request. A judgment on 

the award rendered by the arbitrators may be entered in any court having appropriate jurisdiction. 

The cost of arbitration, not including attorney fees, shall be paid by the losing party.  It shall  be 

in the discretion of  the arbitration  panel to award reasonable attorney fees to the prevailing 

party, to be paid if awarded by the losing party. 

N. Modification to Conform to Changed CMU Policies. The parties intend that

this Agreement shall comply with CMU's Educational Service Provider Policies, as the same 

may be changed from time to time. In the event that changes in CMU's Educational Service 

Provider Policies implemented after the date of execution of this Agreement cause any 

provision of this Agreement to be in conflict the revised Policies, the parties agree to amend 

this Agreement to eliminate the conflict within thirty (30) calendar days after being advised 

by CMU of the changes to its policies. 

0. CMU Review. This Agreement is subject to review and non-disapproval by

CMU and shall not become effective until the Academy Board is notified in writing that 

CMU does not disapprove of this Agreement. 

The parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first above written. 
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CHOICE SCHOOLS ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

By: __________________________________ By: _________________________________ 

Sarah Wildey             Matthew P. Smith 

Chief Executive Officer            Board President 

024647171 

Final Agreement - WMAES 2021 
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CONTRACT SCHEDULE 6 
 

PHYSICAL PLANT DESCRIPTION 
 



PHYSICAL PLANT DESCRIPTION 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article XI, 
Section 11.5, the Academy is authorized to operate at the physical facility or facilities outlined in 
this schedule. The Academy shall not occupy or use any facility until approved for occupancy by 
the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Construction Codes. 
 
Physical Plant Description ........................................................................................................... 6-1 
Site Plan ....................................................................................................................................... 6-3 
Floor Plans ................................................................................................................................... 6-4 
Mortgage (July 29, 2016) ........................................................................................................... 6-10 
Finance Agreement (July 29, 2016) ........................................................................................... 6-24 
Promissory Note A (July 29, 2016) ........................................................................................... 6-66 
Promissory Note B (July 29, 2016)............................................................................................ 6-72 
Promissory Note (August 26, 2019) .......................................................................................... 6-78 
Mortgage (August 26, 2019) ...................................................................................................... 6-84 
Quit Claim Deed ........................................................................................................................ 6-99 
Office of Fire Safety Approval ................................................................................................ 6-101 
Certificates of Use and Occupancy .......................................................................................... 6-102 
 



1.  Applicable Law requires that a public school academy application and contract 
must contain a description of and the address for the proposed physical plant in which the public 
school academy will be located. See MCL 380.502(3)(i) and 380.503(6)(f);  
 

2.  The address and a description of the site and physical plant (the “Site”) of West 
Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (the "Academy") is as follows: 
 
Address:  4463 Leonard Ave. NW 

Walker, MI 49534  
 

Description:  The Academy’s facilities sit on 58 acres in the City of Walker at the corner of 
Wilson Rd. and Leonard Ave. NW. There are three instructional facilities on this 
Site that are connected to each other by vestibules. The three facilities provide a 
combined total of approximately 83,384 square feet of space. Two of the facilities 
have one level; the other has two. Among the three facilities there are 50 
classrooms, 32 restrooms, two multimedia rooms, gymnasium, kitchen, cafeteria, 
several offices, two teachers’ lounges, a study area, several storage areas, and 
mechanical, janitorial, and technology rooms. The Site also includes a parking lot, 
playground, and a 42’ x 64’ pole barn. 

 
Configuration of Grade Levels:  Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade. 
 
Term of Use: Term of Contract. 
 
Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 
 
Local:   Kenowa Hills Public Schools 
ISD:   Kent 
 

3.  It is acknowledged and agreed that the information identified below, about this 
Site, is provided on the following pages, or must be provided to the satisfaction of the University 
Board or its designee, before the Academy may operate as a public school in this state. 
 

A. Narrative description of physical facility 
B. Size of building 
C. Scaled floor plan 
D. Copy of executed lease or purchase agreement 

 
4.  In addition, the Academy and the University Board hereby acknowledge and agree 

that this Contract is being issued to the Academy with the understanding that the Academy cannot 
conduct classes as a public school academy in this state until it has obtained the necessary fire, 
health and safety approvals for the above-described physical facility. These approvals must be 
provided and be acceptable to the University Board or its designee prior to the Academy operating 
as a public school. In cases of disagreement, the Academy may not begin operations without the 
consent of the University Board or its designee. 
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5.  If the Site described above is not used as the physical facilities for the Academy, 
then Schedule 6 of this Contract between the Academy and the University Board must be amended 
pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract, to designate, describe, and agree 
upon the Academy's physical facilities. The Academy must submit to the University Board or its 
designee complete information about the new site to be actually used. This information includes 
that described in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this Schedule 6. It is acknowledged and agreed that the 
public school academy cannot conduct classes as a public school in this state until it has submitted 
all the information described above, to the satisfaction of the University Board or its designee, and 
the amendment regarding the new site has been executed. 
 

6. Any change in the configuration of grade levels at the Site requires an amendment 
to this Schedule 6 pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract set forth above. 
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MORTGÂGE

D,{TED: JULY 29,20t6

P,4.RTICULAR TNRMS - DËFINITIONS

As used herein, the following terms and expressions shall have the respective meanings
indicated opposite each of them:

Mortgagor:

.Address:

Mortgagee:

Address:

\ryU,ST MICHIGAN AC,A.DEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE,
a Michigan nonprofit corporation
4463 Leonard Street NW
Vy'alker, Michigan 49534

CAPITAL IMPACT FARTNERS, a non-protìt corporation organized
under the laws of the District of Columbia at the directian of the United
States Congress in l2 U.S.C. 3051
2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 750
Arlington, VA 2220?

Notes¡ Promissory Notes
Amounts: Seven Million and 00/100 Dcllars ($7,000,00û.00) &
Four Hundred Thi*y Seven Thousand Five Hundred and 0ûllû0 Dollars
($437,500.00)
Date of Notes: Ðated of Even Date Herewith

Loan
Agreement: Finance Agreement dated of even date herewith

Premises: Land, Premises and Improvernenls situated in the City of Walker, Kent
County, Michigan
See 0xhibif A attached hereto

THIS MORTGAGE CONSTITUTES A FUTURE AÐVANCE MORTGÁGE AND SECURES
FUTURE ADVANCES TINDER ACT 348 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1990. AS AMENDEÞ
(MCLA $565.901, BT SnQ.) LTNDER MTCHTGAN LAW.

Mortgage (Senior Loan)
DETo2\530944.6
¡D\Í)MCR - r09968\0007
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THIS MORTGAGE (this "Mortgage"), above-dated, by Mortgagor to Mortgagee, and is
made with reference to the Notes and Loan Agreement hereinabove referenced, and rvhich shall
include all of the foregoing as amended, modifìed, extended, restated or renewed fiom time to time
and all substitutions, consolidations or rollovers thereof, from time to tims all of which may be done
without amendment of this Mortgage or the consent CIf Mortgagor.

DEFINITIONS: Unless defined herein, all capitalized terms shall have the meanings set
forth in the Loan Agreement.

V/ITNESSETH:

To secure the performance of the covenants hereinafter contained, and the repayment of a

loan by Mortgagee in an amount up to Seven Million Four Hundred Thirty Seven Thousand Five
Hundred and û0/100 Dollars ($7,437,500.00), together with interest thereon, payable in accordance
with the terms of the Notes executed by Mortgagor evidencing such loan and advances, and all
extensions, renewals, amendments and modifications therecf, including any increases in the
principal amounts of the Notes to secure future advances and to secure all other Indebtedness (as

defined in the Loan Agreement), and in accordance with the terms of the Loan Agreement, the
temrs, covenants and conditions of which said Notes and Loan Agreement are herein incorporated
as covenants and conditions of Mortgagor, with the same force and effect as though such covenants
and conditions were fully set fo*h herein (the covenants of this Mortgage, the Notes, the Loan
Agreement and other Loan Documents are hereinafter collectively refened to as the "Obligations"),
Mortgagor, hereby mortgages and warrants and grants a security interest to Mortgagee, its
succs$sors and assigns, in and to the Premises, together with the appurtenances, improvements, the
Building, ftxtures, tenements, and hereditaments thereunder belonging and which may hereafler
attach thereto and all heretofore or hereafter vacated alleys and streets abutting thereto (collectively,
the "Property"); together with: (a) all building materials, goods and tangible personal property on
the Premises, not affixed or incorporated into the Premises and which are owned by Mortgagor (the
"Personål Property"); (b) all rights and easements (public or private) which benefit the Premises
located off the Premises and all easement âgrsements, license agreements, permits, parking
agfeements, tunnel agreements, permits or any other agreements with respect to such rights and
easements þublic or private) (the "[asements and Agreernents"); (c) all buildings, improvements,
machinery, apparatus, equipmenl, fìttings, fixtures and articles of personal property of every kind
and nature whatsoever, other than consumable goods, now or hereafter located in or upon said real
estate or any part thereof and used or usable in connection with any present or future operation of
said Property and now owned or hereafter acquired cr leased by Mortgagor, and all additions and
accessions thereto nolv or hereafter attached to or used in connection therewith or with the Property,
ancl all proceeds of hazard insurançe of all af the foregoing, including, but without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, all heating, Iighting, laundry, incinerating and power equipment,
sngines, pipes, pumps, tanks, motors, conduits, switchboards, plumbing âpparâtus, electrical
apparatus (including, but not limited to, all electrical transformers, switches, switch boxes,
equipment boxes, cabinets, all whether used in the operation of the Property or any business
operated within or upon the Property), lifting, cleaning, fire-prevention, fire-extinguishing,
refrigerating, ventilating, and comrnunications apparatus, air-cooling and air-conditioning
apparâtus, elevators, escalators, shades, awnings, screens, storm doors and windows, stoves,
attached cabinets, partitions, fumiture, carpeting, plants and shnrbbery, ground maintcnance
equipment, ducts and compressors and all of the right, title and interest of Mortgagor in and to any

2
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equipment which may be subject to any title retention or security agreement superior in lien to the
lien of this Mortgage (the "Equipment"); (d) all right, title and interest, if any, of Mortgagor to
plans and specifrcations, engineering drawings, architectural renderings, environmental reports,
licenses, governmental permifs and approvals, scil îest reporfs, proposals or other material notv or
thereafter existing in any way relating to the Property (the'?lans, Licenses nnd Permits"); (e) all
rents, issues and profits derived under present or fufure leases, or otherwise, which are hereby
specifically assigned, transferred and set over to hdortgagee (the "Rents and Profifs"); (Ð all
awards or payments, including any interest thereon, and the right to receive same, which may be
made for the account of Mortgagor with respect to tbe Property as a result of the exercise of the
right of eminent domain or condemnation, as hereinaÍter provided (the "Awards and Payments");
(g) all rights of Mortgagor to receive the proceeds arising from or in connection with any federal or
state historic tax credits or brownñeld credits, and any replacement or similar credits or payments
made or to be made in connection with the Project as described in the Loan Agreement, including
any paymonts due Mortgagor in the form of distributions fiom any member of Mortgagor (the
"Credits Payments"); (h) all rights of Mortgagor to any oil, gas, mineral and water rights (the
"Natural Resources Rights"); (i) all rights of Mortgagor undor any purchase agreements executed
with respect to the Property and the proceeds thereof (the "Purchase Agreernents"); and (i)
proceeds and proceeds of hazard insurance of all of the f'oregoing described in this paragraph (the
o'Proceeds" and with the Property, Personal Property, Easements and Agreements, Equipment,
Plans, Licenses and Permits, Rents and Profìts, Awards and Payments, Credits Payments, Natural
Resources Rights, Purchase Agreements, are collectively the '*Mortgaged Property"). It ís

understood and agreed that all Equipment is part and parcel of said real estate and appropriated to
the use of said real estate and, whether affixed or annexed or not, shall fbr the purpose of this
Mortgage be deemed conclusively to be real estate and mortgaged hereby" Mortgagor agrees to
execute, acknowledge and deliver, from time to time, such financing statements or other
instruments as may be reasonably requested by Mortgagee to confirm, protect and perfect the lien cf
this Mo(gage on any Personal Property or Equipment, under the provisions of the Uniform
Cornmercial Code in effect in Michigan or otherwise, and this Mortgage shall also be considered to
be and may be construed as a security agreement with reference to any such Equipment, and upon
Mortgagor's default, Mortgagee shall, in addition to all other remedies herein provided, have the
remedics provided for under the Uniform Commercial Code, as amended, in effect in Michigan.

And the said Mortgagor, for itseli its slrccessors and assigns, does covenant and agree tû
and with the said Mortgagee, its successors and assigns, as follows:

1. Performance: Mortgagor will pay, and othervvise perform, all the terms, conditions
and covenants of the Obligations.

2. ïillg: At the time of the execution and delivery of this instrument, Mortgagor is
well ¿nd truly seized of the Mortgaged Property in fee simple, free of all liens and encumbrances
whatsoever, except matters, if any, set forlh in the mortgage title insurance policy accepted by
Mortgagee and the endorsements thereto issued frorn time to time and as set forth on Exhibit B
attached hereto (collectively, the "Permitted Íncumbrances"). Mortgagor will forever warrant
and defend the fìrst priorify lien position of this Mortgage against any and all claims whatever, and
the lien created hereby is and will be kept a lien having a first priority upon said Mortgaged
Property, subject only to the Permitted Encurnbrances.

a
J
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3. Piryment of T¿xes and Assessments: Mortgagor shall pay prior to the date that any
penalff or interest for nonpayment would attach, all taxes and assessments that may be levied upon
said Mortgaged Properfy, and shall promptly deliver to Mortgagee receipts showing payment
thereof. Mortgagor shall pay when due all wafer charges and all other arnounts which might
become a lien upon the Morfgaged Property prior to this Mortgage. Mortgagor shall pay when due
all taxes and assessments that may be levied upon or on account of this Mo*gage or the Obligaticns
secured hereby or upon the interest or estate in said Mortgaged Property created or represented by
this Mortgage, whether levied against Mortgagor or otherwise. In the event payment by Mortgagor
of any tax referred to in the foregoing sentence would result in the payrnent of interest in excess of
the rate permitted by law, then Mortgagor shall have no obligation to pay the portion of such tax
which would result in the payment of such excess; provided, however, in any such event, at any
time after the enactrnent of fhe law providing for such tax, Mortgagee, at its election, may declare
the entire principal balance of the Obligations secured hereby, together with interest thereon, to be
due and payable.

4. Insurnnce: Mortgagor will keep the Mortgaged Property, insured against loss and
damage by frre and the perils covered by extended coverage insurance (including public liability
insurance), and against such other risks as required by the terms of the Loan Agreement, with
proceeds thereof payable to Moxgagee under a standard mortgagee endorsement thereto, and shall
contain an agreement by such insurer(s) that such policy(s) shall not be cancelled or materially
modified without at least thirty (30) days prior written notice to Mortgagee. In the event of any loss
or damage to all or any portion of the Mortgâged Property, at Morlgagee's election, the insurance
proceeds shall be used in ôny one or more of the following ways: (a) apply the same or any part
thereof upon the Obligations secured hereby, whether such Obligations are then matured or
unmatured; (b) use the same or any part thereof to fulfill any of the covenants contained hcrein as
Morlgagee may determine; (c) use the same or any p¿rt thereof to replace or restore the Mortgaged
Properfy to a condition satisfactory to Mortgagee, or (d) release the same to Mortgagor.

Norwithst¿nding the foregoing, in the absence of an Event of Default beyond any applicable
notice and cure period which is not cured at the time of the casualty or damage and at the time
insurance proceeds are to be made available to Mortgagee under this provision, and, if requested by
Mortgagor in writing, Mortgagee agrees to disburse such insurance proceeds to Mortgâgor or, to
contractors employed by Mortgagor, less actual costs, fees and expenses, including reasonable
attorneys' fees, if any, incurred by Mortgagee in connection with the adjustment of the loss or any
action taken by Mortgagee in connection with the adjustment of the loss or incurred by MCIrtgagee
in connection with any of the requirements of this Section 4 (the "Net Proceeds"), consistent with
customary practices of Mortgagee in the administration of construction loans and as s¿t forth in the
Loan Agreement, for the purpose of restoration, repair and replacement ("Restoration") of the
Mortgaged Property to the condition and character existing prior to such event giving rise to
payment of such proceeds, subject lo the following:

(a) Mortgagor shall deliver a det¿iled budget to Morfgagee, approved in writing
by Mortgagor's architect or engineer, inclusive of the entire cost of compteting the Restoration, on a
tradeby trade basis;

4
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(b) the Net Proceeds, together with any additional funds deposited by Mortgagor
with Mo*gagee, are sufficient, as determined by an estimate prepared by an independent appraiser
selected by Mortgagee, to pay for the entire cost of the Restoration;

(c) Mortgagor shall commencs the Restoration as soon as reasonably practicable,
but in no event iater than ninety (90) days afler such damage or destruction occurs; nofwithstanding
the foregoing, Mortgagor shall remove debris and otherwise clean and secure the Mortgaged
Property, promptly following any such damage or desfruction;

(d) Restoration shall be performed in compliance with all applicable
govônünental eodes, ordinances, statues and requirements (including, without limitation, all
applicable Environmental Laws);

(e) From and ¿fter the date of the occurrence of the damage or destruction and
continuing during the course of the Restoration, Mortgagor shall continue to timely pay all costs of
owning, maintaining and operating the Mortgaged Properfy, including all debt service under the
Notes; and

(Ð Mortgagor shall comply with the policies and requirements of the Michigan
Construction Lien Act and the Restoration will be completed free of any construction liens. Ëach
disbursement of insurance proceeds shall require an endorsement to Mofgagee's title insurance
palicy insuring the full amount of advances to dale.

If at any time the Net Proceeds or the undisbursed balance thereof shall not, in the sole
opinion of Mor-tgagee, be sufficient to pay in fi¡ll the balance of the costs which are estimated by
Mortgagee to be necessary to complete the Restoration, Mortgagor shall deposit additional funds
with Mortgagee in the amount of such deficiency (the "Net Proceeds Deficiency") before any other
disbursement of the Net Proceeds shall be made. The Net Proceeds Deficiency deposited with
Mortgagee shall be held by Mortgagee and shall be disbursed for costs actually incuned in
connection with the restoration of the same conditions applicable to the disbursement of the Nef
Proceeds and, until so disbursed, shall constitute additional security for the Indebtedness. Any funds
held by Mortgagee pursuant to this Section 4 shall be held in a non-interest bearing account and
may be commingled with other funds of Mortgagee.

5. Default in Taxgl: If default is made in the payment of any taxçs, liens, charges,
assessments or in rnaking repairs or replacements or in procuring and maintaining insurance and
paying the premiums therefor or in paying any gCIvernmental charges levied or assessed against the
Mortgaged Property, or in keeping or performing any other covenants of Mortgagor herein and
same is not cured within any applicable notice ûr cure period, Mortgagee may, at its option, and
without any obligation on its part so to do, pay said taxes and assessments, make such repairs and
replacements, effect such insurance, pay such premiums or governmental charges, and perfomr any
other covenant of Mortgagor herein. All amounts expended by Mottgagee hereunder shall be
secured hereby and shall be due and payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee forthwith an demand, with
interest thereon at the Default Rate.

6. Propertv Covenants: Mortgagor will abstair, frorn and will not suffer the

commission of waste on said Mortgaged Property and will keep the buildings, improvements,

5
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fixtures and equipment now or hereafter thereon in good repair and will make replacements thereto
as and when the sarne become necessâry. Mortgagor shall promptly notify Mortgagee in writing of
the occurrence of any material loss or damage to the Mortgaged Property. Mortgagor shall not
materially alter the buildings, improvements, fixtures or equipment ncw or hereafter upon said
Mortgaged Property, or remove the same therefrom, without the written consent of Mortgagee,
except for such activities âs are directly required to complete the Prcrject as described in the Loan
Agreement. Mortgagor will not permit any portion of the Mortgaged Property to be used for any
unlawful purpûses. Mortgagor will comply promptly with all laws, ordinônces, regulaticns and
orders of all public authorities having jurisdiction thereof relating to the Mortgaged Property or the
use, occupancy and maintenance thereof, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as
it may be amended, and Mortgagor shall: (a) pennit no change in the general nature of the
occupançy of the Premises without Mortgagee's prior wriften consent; and (b) not initiate or
acquiesce in any zoning reclassification without Mortgagee's prior written consent.

7. \ilaste: Failure of Mo*gagor to pay any taxes, assessments or govemmental charges
levied or assessed against the Mortgaged Properry, or any part thereof or any inst¿llment of any
such tax, assessment or chargeo or any premium upon any such tax, assessment or charge, or any
premiurn upon any policy of insurance covering any part of the Mortgaged Property, at the time or
times such tâxcs, assçssments, charges, installments thercof or insurance premiums are due and
payable, shall constifute waste, and in accordance with the provisions of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of Michigan for 1961, as amended, shall entitleMortgagee to exercisetheremedies afforded
by applicatrle law. Pa).'ment by Mortgagee for and on behalf of Mortgagor of any such delinquent
tax or insurance premium properly payable by Mortgagor under the terms of this Mortgage, shall be
secured hereby and shall be due and payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee f'orthwith on demand, with
interest thereon at the Defhult Rate and shall not cu¡e the default herein describcd nor shall it in any
manner impair Mortgagee's right to the appointment of a receiver on account thereof". Upon the
happening of any such acts of waste and on proper application made therefore by Mortgagee to a
court of competent jurisdiction, Mortgagee shall forthwith be entitled to seek the appointment of a

receiver of the Mortgaged Property hereby mortgaged and of the earnings, income, issues and
profits thereof, with such powers as the court making such appointment shall confer; Mortgagor
hereby irrevocably consents to such appointment.

8. Reirnbursement: In the event that Mortgagee is made a party to any suit or
proceedings by reason of the interest of Mortgagee in the Mortgaged Properfy, other than fbr
Mortgagee's default, Mortgagor shall reimbur$e Mortgagee for all costs and expenses, including
reasonable attorneys' fees, incurred by Mortgagee in connection therewith. All such amounts
incurred by Mortgagee hereunder shall be secured hereby and shall be payable by Mortgagor to
Mortgagee f:orthwith on demand, with interest thereon at the Default Rate. Morlgagor hereby
assigns to Mortgagee, in their entirety, all judgments, decrees, and awards for injury or damage to
the Mortgaged Properry and Mortgagor authorizes Mortgagee, at its sole election, to apply the same,
or the proceeds thereof to the Obligations hereby secured in such manner as Mortgagee may eiect.

L Condemnation: In the event of the taking of all or any portion of the Mortgaged
Propeúy in any proceedings under the power of eminent domain, the entire award rendered in such
proceedings shall be paid to Mortgagee, to be applied toward reimbursement of all costs and
expenses of Mortgagee in connection with said proceedings, toward the payment of all amounts
payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee hereunder, and at Mortgagee's election, used in any one or
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more of the following ways: (a) appty the same or any part thereof upon the Obiigations secured
hereby, whether such Obligations are then matured or unmatured; (b) use the same or any part
thereof to futfill any of the covenants contained herein as Mortgagee may determine; (c) use the
same or any part thereof to replace or restore the Mortgaged Property to a condition satisfactory to
Mortgagee; or (d) release the same to Mortgagor.

10. Rents/Profits:

(a) As additional socuriry for the payrnent of the Obligations, insurance
premiams, taxes and assessmsnts, at the time and in the manner herein agreed, and fbr the
performance of the covonants and agreements herein contained, pursuant to Act 2lA af the Public
Acts of Michigan of 1953, as amended, Mortgagor does hereby assign, transfer and set over unto
Mortgagee herein, its successors ând assigns, all of its right, title and intcrest to the rents, profits and
income under any lease or leases of the Mortgaged Propefy (including any extensions, amendments
or renewals thereof), whether due or to become due, including all sueh leases in existence or
coming into existence during the period this Mortgage is in effect. This assignment of rents shall
run with the land and be good and valid as against Mortgagor herein or those claiming by, under or
through Mortgagor, from the date of the recording of this instrument. This assignment shall
continue to be operative during the foreclosure or any other proceedings taken to cnforce this
Mortgage. In the event of a sale or fareclosure which shall result in a deficiency, this assignment
shall stand as security during the redemption period for the payment of such de{iciency. This
assignrnent is given as collateral security only and shall not be construed as obligating Mortgagee to
perforn any of the covenants or undertakings required to be performed by Mortgagor contained in
any such assigned leases. Mortgagor represents and warrants to Mortgagee that it has not assigned,
transferred or set over the rents, profits and income under any lease or leases of the Mortgaged
Property except in favor of Mortgagee.

(b) Should an Event of Default exist, Mortgagor shall, upon demand therefoy
made by Mortgagee, deliver and surrender possession of the Mortgaged Property to Mortgagee (if
permitted by law) who shall thereafter collect the rents and income therefrom, rent or lease said
Mortgaged Properfy or portion thereof upon such terms and for such time as it may deem best,
based upon commercially reasonable terms prevailing at that time, terminate any tenancy (subject to
any subordination, attornment and non-disturbance agteement existing between Mortgagee and any
tenant of the Mortgaged Properly) and maintain proceedings'to recover rents or possession of the
Mortgaged Property from any tenanl or trespasser, and apply the net proceeds of such rent and
income to the following purposos:

(i) preservation of Mortgaged Property;

(ii) payment of taxes;

(iii) payment of insurance premiums;

(iv) payment of installments of interest due under the terms of the Notes;
or

(v) payment of the outstanding principal balance due under fhe Notes.

7
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(c) In the event that Mortgagor fàils, refuses or neglects to deliver or surrender
such possession, Mortgagee shall be entitled to seek the appcintment of a receiver of the Mortgaged
Property and of the earnings, income, issue and profits thereof, with such powers as the court
making such appointment may conf'er.

(d) The provisions of this Section 10 are not intended to evidence an additional
rccordable event, as rnay be prohibited by Act 459 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 199é, but
rather are included in this Mortgage fcrr purposes of complying with ar:y applicable requirements of
Aet 210 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1953, as amended.

I L Default: Should an Event of Default exist beyond any applicable notice and cure
period set forth in the Loan Agreement, then Mortgagee may at any time after such Event of
Default, and without fìlrther notice, declare the principal balances of the Notes secured hereby,
together with interest thereon and all other Obligations, to be due and payable immediately. The
commencement of proceedings to foreelose this Mortgage shall, in any event, be deemcd to have
occurred upon such declaration.

12. Title Historv: Should an Event of Default exist, Mortgagee may cause the title
insurance policy of the Mortgaged Property to be updated or extended, CIr may procure new or
updated title insurance policies in case none were left or kept on deposit with said Mortgagee, and
the money so paid shall be a lien on said Mortgaged Property added to the amount secured by this
Mortgage and payable t'orthwith with interest thereon at the Def¿ult Rate.

13. Acceleration: If foreclosurç prÕceedings of any mortgage (other than the within
Mortgage) or any lien of any kind should be instituted against the Mortgaged Propefiy and such
proceedings are not either discontinued or bonded in accordancc with stalutory procedures so as to
remove the lien ftom the real estate records and by â company satisfbclory to Mortgagee or title
insured (to the satisfaction of Mortgagee, in its reasonable discretion), by ths title insurance
company insuring this Mortgage, within thirty (30) days, or if any other proceedings, either
voluntary or involuntary,are instin¡ted by or against Mortgagor or its successors in title to cnforce
payment or liquidation of its outstânding obligations, Mortgagee may, at its option and without
notice (notwithstanding any ptovisions to the contrary in the Loan Agreement), immediately declare
íts lien and the Obligations which it secures due and payable and institute such proceedings as may
be necessary to protect its interest in the Mortgaged Proporty.

14. Pispqsition of Prorertv:

(a) Power is hereby granted to Mortgagee, if an Evenf of Default exists, to grant,
bargain, sell. release and convey the Mortgaged Property at public auction or venue, and on such

sale to execute and deliver to the purchasers, his, her, its or their heirs, successors and assigns, good

ample and suffìcient deed or deeds of conveyance in law, pursuant to the statute in such case made

and provided, ancl to apply the proeeeds of such sale in the manner hereinafter provided,

(b) Upon a foreclosure sale of said Mortgaged Property or any part thereof, the
proceeds of such sale shallbe applied in the following order:

(i) To the payment of all costs of the suit or foreclosure, including
reasonable attorneys' fees and the cost oftille searches and abstracts;

Mortgage
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(ii) To the payment of all other expenses cf Mortgagee, including all
monies expended by Mortgagee and all ather amounts payable by
Mortgagor to Mortgagee hereunder, with interest thereon;

(iii) To the payment of the principal and interest of the Notes secured
hereby; and

(iv) To the payment of the surplus, if any, to Mortgagor or to whosoever
shall be entitled thereto.

(c) Upon any tbreclosure sale of the Mortgaged Property, the same may be sold
either as a whole or in parcels, as Mortgagee may elect, and if in parcels, the same may be divided
as Mortgageemay elect, and at the election of Mcrtgages may be offered first in parcels and then as

a whole, that offer producing the highest price for the entire Mortgaged Property to prevail, any law,
statutory or otherwise, to lhe contrary notwithstanding, and Mortgagor hereby waives the right to
require any such sale to be made in parcels or the right to select such parcels.

15. Future Assurances: At any time and fiom time to time, upon reasonable request of
Mortgagee, Mortgagor will make, execute and deliver or cause to be made, executed and delivered
to Mortgagee and where appropriate will cause to be recorded andlor frled and from time to time
thereafter to be re-recorded and/or filed at such time and in such oflices and places as shall be
reasonably required by Mortgagçe, any and all such other and frirther mortgages, instruments of
further assurance, certificates, financing statements, and other documents âs m¡ry, in the reasonable
opinion of Mortgagçe or its counsel, be necessary or reasonably desirable in order to effectuate,
complete and perfect and to continue and preserve the obligation of Mortgågor under this Mortgage,
and the lien of this Mortgage as a lien of the priority herein set forth upon all the Morlgaged
Property and Equipment, except at hereinabove stated, whether now owned or hereinafler acquired
by Mortgagor and wheresoevor located. Upon any failure by Mortgagor so to do, Mortgagee may
execute, record, file, re-record and refile any and all such mortgages, insffuments, cerdficates,
financing stâtements, and documents for and in the name of Mortgagor, and Mortgagor hereby
irrevocably appoints Mortgagee the agent and attorney-in-fact of Mortgagor so to do so long as such
documents do not expand Mortgagor's obligations under this Mortgage, the Loan Agreement or
Loan Ðocuments. Any expenses of Mortgagee in connection therewith shall be added to the
Obligations of Mortgagor and shall be sccured hereby. None of the foregoing additional
instruments to be executed by Mortgagor shall increase the obligations or liabilities of Mortgagor
hereunder, under lhe Notes, the Loan Agreement or any other Loan Document.

16. CT{nulative Rishts and Remedies: Each and every of the rights, remedies and

benefits provided to Mortgagee herein shall be cumulative and shall not be exclusive of any other of
said rights, remedies or benefits, or of any other rights, remedies or benefits allowed by law, and

may be exsrcised either successively or concurrently. Any waiver by Mortgagee of any default
hereunder er aîy Event of Defæ¡lt shall not constitute a waiver of arry similar or other default or
Event of Default.

17. .Alienation; Due on Transfer: Mortgagee in making the loan evidenced by the
Notes secured by this Mortgage is relying upon the integrify rf Mortgagor and its undertaking to
maintain lhe Mortgaged Properry. If Mortgagor should sell, transfer, cotlvey, assign or further

I
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encumber its interest in the Mortgaged Property, or äny part thereof, voluntarily or involuntarily, or
should there be a change of the mernbers of Mortgagor, or should there bc a change in the
ownership or control of any member of Mortgagor, whether by transfer, sale, pledge or assignment,
whether voluntarily or involuntarily, Mortgagee shall have the right in its sole option thereafter to
declare ali sums and the Obligations secured hereby and then unpaid to be due and payable
forthwith although the period limited for the pâyment thereof shall not then have expired, anything
contained to the contrary hereinbefore notwithstanding, and thereupon to exercise all of its rights
and remedies under this Mortgage.

18. BindÍns Effect: All of the covenants and conditions hereof shall run with the land
and shall be binding upon the successors and assigns of Mortgagor, and shall inure to the benefit of
the successors and assigns of Mortgagee; any reference herein to "Mortgagee" shall include the
successors and assigns of Mortgagee.

19. Terms: All nouns, pronouns and relative terms relating to Morlgagor and
Mortgagee shall be deemed to be masculine, ferninine or neuter, singular or plural, as the context
may indicate. If Mortgagor consists of more th¿n one person, their liability hereunder shall be joint
and several. The term "[vent of Default" shall have the meaning attrjbuted to it in the Loan
Agreement,

24. Pgwer of Sale: WARNING. THIS MORTGAGF CONTAINS A PûWER OF
SALE, AND, UPON AN EVENT OF DEFAULT, MAY BE FORECLOSED BY
ADVERTISEMENT. IN FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT, NO HEARING IS
ITVVOLVED AND T}tE ONLY NOTICE REQUIREÐ IS TO PUBLISH NOTICE IN A TOCAL
NEWSPAPER AND TO POST A COPY OF THN NOTICË ON THE MORTGAGED
PROPERTY.

21. Waiver: IF TI{IS MORTGAGE, IS FORECLOSED BY ADVERTISEMENT,
MORTGAGOR HEREBY VOLUNTAzuLY ÍNTELLTGENTLY AND KNOV/TNGLY WAIVES
ALL RIGHTS, LI.NDER THE CONSTITUTION AND LATI/S OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
AND CONSîIîUTION AND LAV/S OF THË IINITED STATES, TO ALL NOTICE AND TO
ANY HEARINC INITIATEÐ BY MORTGAGEE IN CONNECTION WTTH THE ABOVE
MENTIONED FORECTOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT, ËXCËPT AS SET FORTH IN THE
MICHICAN SîATUTE PROVIÐING FOR FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTTSEMENT.

22. Non-Pledse: Mortgagor will not, without the prior written conscnt of Mortgagee,
mortgage or pledge as security for any other loans obtained by Mortgagor, the Mortgaged Property.
If any such mortgage or pledge is entered into without the prior written consent of Mortgagee, the
entire Obligations secured hereby, may, at the option of Mortgagee, be declared immediately due
and payable without notice. Further, Mortgagor also shall pay any and all other obligations,
liabilities or debts which may become liens, security interest, encumbranres upon or charges against
the Mortgaged Properfy for any repairs or improvements that are now or may hereafter be made
thereon, and shall not, without Mortgagee's prior written consent permit any lien, security interest,
encumbrance or charge of any kind to accrue and remain outstanding against the Mortgaged
Property or any part thereof, ar any improvements thereon, irrespective of whether such lien,
security interest, encumbrance or charge is junior to the lien of this Mortgage unless bonded in
accordance with applicable statutory provisions so as to remove the same from the real estate
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records or title insu¡ed by the titte insurance cûmpâny insuring the within Mortgage.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any Personal Property of Mortgagor by way of additions,
replacements or substitutions is hereafter purchased and installed, affîxed or placed by Mortgagor
on the Premises under a security agreement the lien or title of which is superior to the lien created
by this Mortgage, all the right, title and interest of Mortgagor in and to any and all such Personal
Property, together with the benefit of any deposits or payments made thereon by Mortgagor shall
nevertheless be and are hereby assigned to Mortgagee and are covered by the lien of this Mortgage.

23. Securitv Aerecment and Financíns Statements: Mortgagor (as Debtor) hereby
grants to Mortgagee (as Creditor and Secured Party) as securify fbr the pâyment of the Notes and all
other sums secwed by this Mortgage, a security interest in all the Equipment and Personal Property
and any other Collateral owned by Mortgagor described elsewhere in this Mortgage or in the Loan
Agreement.

Mortgagor shall execute any and all such documents, including without limitation, financing
stafements pursuant to the Unifiorm Commercial Code of the State of Michigan, as Mortgagee may
reasonably request, tc perfeet, preserve and maintain the priority of the lien created hereby on
property which may be deemed personal property or fixtures, and shall pay to Mortgagee on
demand any reasonable ouf-of-pocket expenses incurred by any such Mortgagee in connection with
the preparation, execution and filing <lf documents. Mortgagor hereby authorizes and empowers
Mortgagee tû execute and file, on Mortgagor's behalf, all financing statements and refilings and
continuations thereof as Mortgagee deems necessary or advisable to create, preserve and protect
said lien. This Mortgage shall be deemed a security agreement as defined in said Unitbrrn
Commercial Code and the remedies for any violation of the covenants, terms and conditions of the
agreements herein contained shall be cumulative and (i) as prescribed herein, or (ii) by general law,
or (iii) as to such part of the securify which is also reflected in said fînancing statement by the
specifrc statutory tonsequences noìrv or hereafter enacted and specified in the Uniform Comrnercial
Code, all at Mortgagee's sole election.

24, Fixture Filins ProvÍsions: If the security âgreement described above covers goods
which are or are to become fixtures, then this Mortgage shall be effective as a financing statement
filed as a fixture frling from the date of the recording hereof. In connection therewith and for the
purposes of Anicle Nine of the Michigan Uniform Commercial Code, (a) Mortgagor is the "debtor"
and is a limited liabiliry company organized under the laws of the State of Michigan, (b) the
organization number assigned debtor by the State of Michigan in which debtor is organized is
776989, (c) Mortgagee is the n'$ecured pargn', {d) information concerning the security interest
ueated hereby may be obtained from Mortgâgee at its address set forth on page I of this MorIgage,
(e) Mortgagor's mailing address is set forth on pâge I hereof; and (f) the f:nancing statement is to
be recorded in the real properly records for the counfy in which the Mortgaged Property is located.

25. Future Advanees: This Mortgage secures the payment of all obligations of
Mofigagor to Mortgagee, its successors or assigns, arising out of or in connection with the
Obligations, howsoever createdo arising or evidenced, whether direct or indirect, absolute or
contingent or now or hereafter existing or due or to become due, including without limitation of the
generality of the foregoing, fïture advances.

[remaindet'af page intentionally leJi blank; signature pageþllowsJ
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IN WITNESS WHAREOF, this Morfgage is exeouted the day and year first atrove rvritten.

MORTGAGOR:

WEST MICHICAN ACADUMY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, a Michigan
nonprcfit

By
r Vandersluis

Its: Board Presicle¡rt

S'T'AT'Ë OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KËN'T

The fbregoing instrument wâs executeci before me this _ duy of July,20l6, by Peter'
Vandersluis, the Board llresident of WtrST MICHTGAN A,CADBMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIANCA, a Michigan nonprofit corporation, on behalf of said nonprofìt corporation.

.nt l,hf t¿f- L. €Ðf eN , Notaty Public
Statc of Michigan, County of p'ft'*u$
My Commission ËxpiresI lt -ått.-â0Åg-
Acting irr the County of XENI-

DRAFTED BY:
MICHELLE L TCISON

Publ¡c ' State ol Michigan

ss
)
)
)

tlolarY

r

l
;
I

Danielle ûracefïa, [isq.
Capital Impact Pånners
2990 West Crand Boulevard
Suite M-15
Detroit. Ml482A2

WI IEN RECORDED RT]TTJRN'fO:

Capital I mpact ltartners
201I Crystal Drive, Suite 750
Arlirrgton, VA 22202
Attn: Closing Manager

CountY ol 0llãw¡
My Çomrnisiion ExPirü!

Actrng in tht of

tlov 28, 20?2

Signature Pagc * Morlgage
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EX}IIBTî A

LEGAL DESCRTPTION OF PRËMr$trS.

Real estate situated in the Cify of Walker, County of Kent, State of Michigan, described as follows:

PARCEL A:
The East l/2 of the Northeast l/4 af the Southwest l/4; and also the Southeast l/4 of the Southeast
l/4 of the Southwest ll4, Section 18, Town 7 North, Range 12 "West, Kent Counfy, Michigan,
EXCEPT the East 50 feet thoreo{ AND ALSO EXCEPT commencing on the North right-of-way
line of Leonard Street (66.00 feet wide) at its intersection with the West right-of'way line of V/ilson
Avenue (100.00 feet wide) (a/k/a S.T.L. M-l1); thence North along the West right-of-way line of
Wilsan Avenue 20.00 feet; thence Southwesterly to a poinl on the North right-oÊway line of
Leonard Street which is 20.00 feet V/est of the place of beginning; thence East along the North
right-of-way line of Leonard Street 20,00 feet to the place of beginning.

PARCÊL B:
The Southeast ll4 of the Southwest ll4 of Section I 8, Town 7 North, Range 12 V/est, Kent County,
Michigan, EXCEPT the Southeast ll4 of the Southeast l/4 of the Southwest ll4, AND ALSO
EXCEPT the Ëast 50.00 feet thereof.

Tax ltcm Nc. 4l-13-1 8-30û-018
Commo*ly known as: 4463 Leonard Street NV/, Walker, Michigan 49534

Mortgage
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EXT{IBIT B

PpRMITT4.D ENCUMBRÂNCrS

L Liens fbr t¿xes and assessments which are not yet due and payable.

2. Right of !ffay in favor of Consumers Power Company and fhe Covenants, Conditions
and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 52 MR, page 478.

3. Release of Right of rffay in fbvor of State Highway Commissioner of the State of
Michigan and the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber
723,page 43A.

4. Release of Righf of Way in favor of State Highway Commissioner of the State of
Michigan and the Covenants, Conditions ¿nd Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber
766, page 588.

5. Public Utilities Ëasement in favor of Cify of Grand Rapids, a Michigan municipal
corporation contained in instrument recorded in Instrument No. 20150915-0081374

6, Terms and Conditions contained in Site l)evelopment and Storm Water Runoff
Facility Maintsnanee Agreement as disclosed by instrument recorded in Instrument No. 2U5A304-
0016670.

7. Easement fur Electric Facilities in favor of Consumers Energy Company contained
in instrument recorded in fnstrument No" 2A16A1"25-00û6855.

8. Notice of Commencement recorded in trnstrument No. 20150327-0023854.

9. Any rights, title interest or claim thereof to that porfion of the land taken, used or
granted for sffeets, roads or highways.

10. The following matters as disclosed by survey dated November 18, 2Al4,last revised
January 16,2015, prepared by Roosien & Associates, being Job No. 141280:

Overhsad lines crossing property and property lines.
Light poles, transformers, phone risers, hydrant, and concrete water chamber
on propefy.
Metal framed storage tent ând concrete pad encroaches from the North.
Building encroaches into setback line.

î.
b.

c.
d.

Mortgago
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Lc¡an N¡¡s: 375513500 & l?551360{)

FIN,4.NCA AGREEMENT'

Principal
Note A: $7,000,000.00
Note B: $437,500.00

Loan Date
July 29,2ûlé

Maturity Date
Note A: August l,

2t4t
Note B: .Åugust l,

2826

Lsan Nos.
375513500
375513600

Oflicer
lVilliam Robison

References in thc boxes above are for Lender's use only and do not limit the applicabilify of this document to
any parlicular loan or item.

THIS FINANCE AGREEMANT (this "Agreement") is made and entered into as of the 29'h day of July, 201ó,
by and betwee¡r (i) CAPITAL IMPACT PARTNARS, a nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of the
District of Columbia at the direction of the U,S. Congress in I2 U.S.C. Section 305i (together with its successors
and assigns, "Lender"), having its principal place olbusiness at 201I Crystal Drive, Suite 7j0, Arlington, Virginia
22242, and (ií) WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, a Michigan non-profir
corporation {together with its permitted successors and assigns, "Borrower"), having its principal plice of business
at 4463 Leonard N'w, walker, Michigan 49534, on the following tern:s and conditions,

I. NETINTTTONS,CONDITIONS,A.NDACCOUNTTNGTERMS.

l.t Definitions. For purposes of this Agreement, capitalized tEnns uscd in the Loan Documeuts shall
have the meanings set forth in this Agreement"

Additional LÍabilify Cap shall havc the meaning sc{ forth in Section 7.13 hercof.

Affiliates means any Person: (i) which directly or indirectly controls, c¡r is controlled by, or is under common control
with Borrower; (ii) which directly or indirectly bene{icially ov/ns or holds fîve percent {5%) or nrore of any class
of voting stock of Borower; or (iii) of which {îve percent (5%) ar more of its voting stock is directly or indirectly
beneficially owned or held try Borrower. The term control mearls the possession, directly or indirectly, of the power
to direct or câuse the direction of the management and policies of a Person, whether through the ownership of voting
securities, by conlract or othcrwise.

Ägreement shall have the meaning given to that terr: in the preamble of rhis Agreement.

Annual Certificate of Performance shall have fhe meaning set lbrth in $ection 6.6(b) hereof and shall bc in the
form attached herelo as Exhibit B.

Annual Financial Statements shall have the meaning set fCIrth in Section 6.6(b) hereof

Â,ttorney shall have the meaning set fCIrrh in Sectian 22.1I hereof.

Bankruptcy Code means the provisions of Title I I of the United States Code, 1 I U.S.C. $$ I l0l et seq,

' Although referenced as "commercial loans", "Loans" or "Notes" herein, thc evidence of indebtedness referred to herein is a
bottd issucd by Borower, a Michigan public school academy, pursuânt ts Section 1351a of the Revised Schocl Code, MCL
380.l35la ("Section l35la"). It may be referenced in this and r:ther documentation prepared by Lender ancl executed by
Borrower as a Note, a Loan or a Bond, but in all such instances such rcferences âre intended to refer to and shall refer to the
obligation issued under Section l35la, Further, the transacfions contsmplated herein do not constitute a "line ofcre<lit" to
Borrower under the provisions of Section 1225 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1225.
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Loan Nos: 375513500 &.175513600

Board meaus Central Michigan University Board of Trustees.

Boffower shall have the meaning given to that tern in the preamble of this Agreement and its permitted successors
and assigns, if any.

BusÍness l)ay means any day other than a Safurday, a Sunday Õr any other day on which commercial banks ir¡ the
State of Michigan and/or Conrmonwealth of Virginia are required or permitted by law to close.

Closing T)ate means the date hereof.

code means the united states Infen-ral Revenue code of 1986, as amended,

Collateral means all real properly, improvemonts, fixfures, personal properfy (tangible and intangible) and other
a.ssets granted as collater¿l security for fhe Loans, whether granted directly or indirectly, whether granted now or in
the future, and whether granted in the form of a security inlerest, mrrtgâge, collateral *ortgule, deed of trust,
assignment, pledge, crop pledge, chattel mortgage, collateral chattel mortgage, chattel trust, factór;s lien, equipment
trust, conditional sale, trust receipt, lien, charge, lien or title retention contrâct, lease or consignment interided as a
security device, or any other secwity or lien inte¡est whatsoever, whether created by law, contract, or otherwise.
Collateral for the Loans shall include without linritation: (i) first position blanket lien on all tangible and inrangible
business assets of Borrower and all proceeds thereof ; and (ii) a pert'ected first position mortgage on the Premises.

Commitment Letter means that certain letter from Lendcr to Borrower dated November I0, 2A14, as amended,
pursuânt to which Lender committed fo make thc Loans to Bor¡ower on the terms and subject to the conditions set
fbrth therein. In the event of any conflicts between lhe terrns hereof ¿nd the terms of the Commitment Letter, the
terms hereof shall supersede and gelvern,

Debt Service Coverage Ratio shall have the meaning set forth in Scction 6.8 hereof.

Debt Service Reserve Account nìcaÍ¡s that certain Disbursement Àccount with an åccount number of 830356623
at National Cooperative Bank, N.4., a national bank, which was funded in accordance with Section é.30(b) hereof
and pledged to Lender pursuant lo that certain Collateral Account Pledge Agreement and controlled by Lender
pursuant to that ccrtain Collateral Account Control Agreement, each made by Borower in favor of Lender.

Debtor Relief Law(s) means the Bankruptcy Code and all other liquidation, conservatorship, banhuptcy,
assignment for the benefit of creditors, moratorium, rearïangement, receivership, insolverrcy, reorganizarioir, or
similar debtor relief laws of the {Jnitcd States or other applicable jurisdictions from time to time-in effect and
affbcting the rights of oreditors generally.

Default Rate has the nteaning set forth in the respective Notes executed in connection with the Loans.

Disbursement Account means any construction disbursement, debt service, interest reserve, collateral reserve or
other bank âccount held in the name of Borrower at National Cooperative Bank, N.4., a national bank, into which
Lender shall deposit Loan Proceeds, and out of which account Lender shall disburse or authorize the disbursemsnt
of filnds for any designated purpose required he¡eunder or under any otheï Loan Documents. Disbursement
Account shall include the following: (i) the Debt Service Reserve .Account and (ii) the Replacement Rescrve
Account.

Dollars, "$" ûr "U.S. Dollars" means the lawful money of the United States of America.

Enrollment means lhe total number of full time srudents enrolled and attending West Michigan Academy of
Environmental Science as determined on the mÕ$t recent October Count Day as mandated by, and in accordance
with all requiremenÌs of thc Michigan Departmenl of Education, as such number is reporled by Borower to the

2 To the extent permitted by larv

Page 2
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Loan Nos: 3 755 ¡ 3500 & 3755 I 3é00

Michigan Þeparrment of Educatjon, Kent Intermediate School District, the Board and any olher required mu¡icipal
ctr govemülental authority.

Environmental Indemnify Agreement meâns fhat oertain Environmentai Certificate and Indemnification and
Accessibility Indemnification Agreemenf regarding Hazardous Substances and Accessibility Laws (as such tern is
dcfined in said agreement) of even date herewith between Lender and Borrower, as amendod fiom time to time,
which shall be safisfactr:ry to Lender in all respects.

Environmental Laws shall have the meaning set forth in the Ënvironmental Indemnity Agreement.

Event of Default shall have the meaning given to that term in Article XII of this Agreement.

Financing Statement(s) means UCC-I financing statement(s) authorized by Bcnower hereunder and naming
Borrower as debtor and Lender as the secured party, which shall be satisfacfory to Lender in all respects.

GAAP nleans generally accepted accounting principles as in effect fiom time to time. Unless otherwise expressly
specified herein, all accounting terins u$ed in this Agreement shall be interpreted, all accounting detenninations
hereunder shall be made, and all financial statements required to be delivered hereunder shall bJprepared, on an
accrual basis in accc¡rdance with GAAP.

Governmental ,{uthorif¡r means any nation or governm€nt, any state or other political subdivision thereof, and
any entift exercising executive, legislative, judicial, regulafory or administrative fulctions of or pertaining to
govemment having the force of law.

Haz¡rdous Substance shallhave the meaning set forth in the Environmental Indemnity Agreement.

Improvements means all inçrovements, struetures or buildings and all replacernents and alterations thereof or
thereto, whether nÕw or hereafler locatcd upon the Premises, including all equipment, apparatus, machinery and
fixturgs of every kind and nâture whatsoever, which form a part of such improvements, sttuctures or bui¡lings.

Indebfedness means, for any Person: (i) all indebtedness or other obligations of such Person for borrowed monçy
or for the defened purchase price ofpropeúy or services; (ii) all obligations evidenccd by nofes, bonds, debenfures
or similar instruments, including obligations so evidenced incured in connection with tie acquisition of ptop*rty,
assets or businesses; (iii) all indebtedness created or arising under any conditional sale or other title reténtion
agreement with respect tû property acquired by such Person (even though the rights and remedies of the sellor or
lender under such agreement in the event of def¿ult are limited to repossessionãr sale of such property); (iv) all
rcirnbursement or other obligations ofsuch Person under or in respect oflette¡s ofcredit and bankers u"ráptun""r;
(v) all reimbursement or other obligations of such Person in respect of any bank guaranties, surety bonds and similar
instmments issucd for the atcount of such Person ûr ûs tô which such Person is otherwise liablafor rçimbursement
of drawings or payments; and (vi) all guaranties of indebtedness of another person and all indebtedness of another
Person secured by any Lien upon or in properly owned by the Person for whom indebtedness is being determined,
whether or not such Person has assumed or become liable for the payrnent of such indebtedness ãf such other
Person.

Indemnified ParS shall have the nreaning set forth in Ä,rtiele xIX hereof'.

Land means the real properJy owned by Borrower in the City of Walker, County of Kent and State of Michigan,
which is commonly known as 4463 Leonard NW, consisting of approximalely 57.43 acres, as more particularly
described in Exhibit A hereto, including the lrnprovemenfs thereon, all easements, rights, privileges and
appufenances thereunto belonging or in any way âppêrt¿ining, and all estate, right, title, interest, cl¿im and denrand
whatsoever of Borrower therein, and in and to any and all streets, ways, alleys, pâssages, sewer rights, .irvaters, ï/ater
courses, water rights and powers adjacent thereto, whether at law or in equity, in possession or expsctancy, and
whether now owned or here¿fter acquired.
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Legal Requirements applicable to any properry or Person means (i) all dccisions, statutes, ordinances, rulings,
directions, rules, regulations, orders, writs, decrees, injunctions, perrnits, certificates, or other requirements of aiy
cou¡1 or other Governmentâl Authority itr any way applicable to or affecting such property or such psrson or its
business, operations, or assets having the force of law; and (ii) all such person's op*r"ring agrõement, bylaws and
ar-ticles of incorporation or partnership, limited partnership, joint venTure, trust or ofher fbrm of business association
agrccmcnt, As to the Premises, such ferm, includes, without limitation, all legal requircments relaling tû the
acquisition, developnrent and construction/renovation of the Improvements, ownership, use, orrupuncy, possession,
operation, maintenance, alteration and repair thereof ¿s well as all related permits, easements, covenants,
restrictions ¿nd similar items.

Lender shall have the meaning given to that term in the preamble of this Agreement.

Lien means, with respect to any assef, any mortgagô, deed of trust, lien (statutory or otherwise), pledge, charge,
security interest, hypothecation, assignment or encumbrance of any kind in respect of such *5ét, *h61-hir ,:r not
fÏled, recorded or otherwise perfected under applicable law, including any condr-'tional sale or other title retention
agreement' any lease in the nature thereof; any option o¡ other agreemônt to give a security intcrest in and any
âuthorized filing of or agreement to give any financing sfatement under the UCC lor equivàlent statutes) of any
jurisdiction.

Loans mean collectively the Senior Loan and the Subordinate Loan made by Lender to Borrower pursuant to this
Agreement.

Loan Documents means this Agreement, the Notes, the Mofgage and all other proniissory notes, credit
agreements, loan agreements, environmental agreements, security agreements, mortgages, deeds oîtrust, iecurity
deeds, collatcral mortgages, Financing Statemenfs and all other instruments, agreements and docurne¡rs, whether
now ôr hereafter existing, execufed by Borrower in connection with the Loans.

Loan Proeeeds means the proceeds of the Lozurs tc bc advanced upon and subject to the provisions of this
Agreement.

Manager m€ans Choice Schools Ássociates, L.L.C., a Michigan limited liability company,

Maturity Date means: (i) with respect to the Senior Loan, August 1, 2041 ; and (ii) with respecr to the Subordinate
Loan, Augusf 1,2A76.

Minimurn Ðebt Service Coverage Amount shall have the meaning $et forth in SectÍon 6.30(b) hereof.

Mortgage means that certain mortgage, inclusive of security agreemont and fixture filing with assignment of rents
and leases, of even date herewith and made by Bonower, as amended frorn time to timc in accoidance with its
tenns, given as security for the Notes, which shall be safisfactory to Lender ir: all respects.

Municipal Code means the Michigan Revised Municipal Finance Act, 2001 PA 34, as amended.

Notes mean collectively the Senior Note and the Subordinate Note executed by Bogower in favor of Lender
pursuant to this Agreement.

Obligations means the Loans and any and all other liabilities and obligations of Borrower to Lendeq whother now
existing or hereaffer created or arisitrg, direct or indirect, mafured or unnlatured, and whether absolute or contingent,
joint, several or joint and several, and no matter how the sâme may be evidenced including interest and feeJthat
accrue after the comntencement by or against Borrawer of any proceeding under any Debtor Relief Laws naming
such Person as the debtor in such proceeding, regardless of whether such interest and fees are allowed claims in
such proceeding. lVithout limiting fte generality of the foregoing the term Obligations shall mean and include the
Indebtedness evidenced by the Notes or any of the other Loan Documents, including all principal and interest, fees,
costs and expenses for which Borrower is responsible under this Agreement or under any of the other Lo¿n
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Documents, and all covcnants, agreemenls, duties and ofher obligations hereunder and under the o&er Loan
Documents.

October Count Day means fhe first Wednesday of each October (or such other date later designated by the
Michigan Department of Education as fhe fall date f"or membership counts of eligible pupils legally ãnrolled on or
before the specified count day).

OFAC shall have the meaning set forrh in Section 4.23(a) hereof.

Operating Permits means all permits, licenses, approvals, authorizations, consents, franchises, patents, copyrights,
trademarks, and trade names, agreements and other instruments, or riglrts thereto, that are necessary or tequireä fo,
Bonower to operafe its business and the Prernises.

Organizational Documents shall have the meaning set forth in Secfion 2.2(t)(vi| below.

Patriot Act shall have the meaning set forth in Section 22,7 hereaf.

Permitted Indebtedness msans: (i) Indebtedness to Lender; and (ii) excepl as sef forth in Section 7.13 of this
Agreement, only such other Indebtedness expressly approved in writing by Lender in its sote and atrsolute
discretion.

Permitted Liens means: (i) liens and security interests securing Psrmitted Indebtedness in favor of Lender; and (ii)
liens fbr taxcs, assessmcnts, o¡ similar charges either not yet due or being contested in good faith.

Person means an individual, corporation, partnership, limited liability cûmpâny, trust, unincorporated association,
government, governmental authority or othe¡ entity, as the context may require.

Premises means the Land and lrnprovements.

Property Condition Report shall have fhe meaning set f'orth in Section ó.30(a) hereof.

Property Taxes means any form of real estate or personal property tax ûr assessment, general, special, ordinary or
extraordinary, and any license fee, commercial rental tax, improvement bond or bonds, lcvy or tax (other ihan
inheritance, personal income or estate taxes) imposcd on the Collateral by any âuthority having the power to tax,
including, withouf limitation, any city, siate or federal governmenf, or any school, agricultural,.*itury, fire, street,
drainage or other improvement district thereof, as against any legal or equitable interest of Borrower in rhe
Collateral, and any tax, fee, levy, assessment or charge imposed in partial or tolal substitution for any such tax, fee,
levy, assessment or by reason of the transactions contemplated by the Loan Documents.

Public School Agreenrent shall mean that certain Contract to Charter a Public School Academy antl Related
Documenfs between the Board of Trustees of Centlal Michigan University and Borrower, for the period July l,
2014 through June 3A,2021, as amended, rcstated or otherwise modified.

Quarterly Certificate of Performance shall have the meaning set forth in Secfion 6.6(c) hereof and shall be in the
form attached hereto as Exhiblt C.

Quarterly Financial Statements shall have Íhe meaning sct forth in Sectlon 6.ó(c) hereof.

Replncement Reserve Account meåns that certain Disbursement Account with an account number of 8303S6649
at National Cooperative Bank, N.4., which shall be funded in accordance with Section 6.30(a) hereof and pledged
ttl Lender pursuânt to that certain Collateral Account Pledge Agreement and controlled by Lendor pu¡suant to that
certain Collateral Account Control Agreement, each l¡rade by Borrower in favor of Lender.
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Requlred Insurance meâns all insurance côverage with respect to the Premises and the Collateral as Lender shall
require from time to time. Properly insurance cclvsrage required with respcct to any Collateral shall not be less than
that encompassed by "Fire, Extended Coverage and Vandalism and Malicious Mischicf'perils broadened to include
fhe so-call 't411 Risk of Physical Loss" coverage. Insurance shall be written on a replacement cost basisn ald shall
be in an amount not less than the amount necessâry to comply with any co-insumnce percentâge siipulated in the
policy or policies, but in all evenfs not less than one hundred percent (100a/o) of insurable value (based on
replacement cost). Public liability insurance shall include comprehensive coverage, including "XCU Coverage",
provide cÕverage of not less than One Million and 00/l 00 Dollars ($ 1,000,000.00) per accidenl or occunence for
personal injury or injury to propcrty and Three Million and 001100 Dollars ($3,00û,000.û0) in the aggregate, and
name Lender ås an insured, to the extent Lender's interesf mây appeâr. Borrower shall also provide Lcnder with
evidence: (1) of workers' compensation insurance, with statutory coverage limits; (2) that all insurance premiums
have been paid at least one (l) year in advance; and (3) of such other insurance coverages, or informàtion with
respect to the insurance required hereby, as tender may reâsonâbly request. Each policy of insurance maintained
pursuant to the terms hcreof shall: (t) nanie Lender (together with its succes$ors and assigns as their interests may
appear) as an additional insured, as its interest nlay appear with respect to líability insurance coverÍlge, and any
additional insured parties shall be subject to Lender's approval in ils solc and absolute discretion; (u) contain a
standard non-contributory form moñgagee clause endorsement in favor of Lender with respect ta hazard insurance
coverage; (v) name Lender as loss payee and provide that all insurance proceeds for losses be adjusted and be
payable to Lender; (w) include effsctive waivers (whetlier under the terms of any such policy or otherwise) by the
insurer of all claims for insurance premiums against all loss payees and named insureds other than Borrower
(provided that Lender shall have the right tCI pay premiums and continue any insurance upon the insolvency of
Borrower or the fbreclosure or other transibr of the Collateral) and all rights of subrogation against any named
insured; (x) except in the case of public liability insurance and workers' ccrnpensation insurance, provide that any
losses shall be payable nofn/ithstanding (i) any act, failurs to act, negligence, violation or b¡each of wananties,
dcclarations or conditions contained in such policy by Borrower or tender or any other named insured or loss payee,
(ii) any foreclosure or other proceeding or notice ofsale relating to the insured properties, or (iii) any change in the
title to or ownership or possession sf the insured properties; (y) provide that if all or any part of'such policy is
eanceled, terminated or expires, the insurer will forthwith give notice thereof to each named insured and lo.ss payee
and that no carcellation, temrination, expiration or reduction in amount or material change in coverage thcreoishall
be effective until at least thirty (30) days after receipt by each named insured and loss payee of written notice
thereof; and (z) not be subject to a deductible i¡r excess of amounts as shall bc reasonably satisfactory to Lender.
All insurance policies shall be issued by a company or companies authorized to issue insurance in the jurisdiction
in which the Premises is located and all insurers and reinsurers shall have the A.M. Best rating of :'A-" and a
financial size category of "V" or betier, and the originals of these policies shall be deposited with Lender throughout
the entire term of the Loans. Not later than twenty (20) days prior tû the expiration. rermination or canceltatiòn of
any insurance policy which Borrower is required to maintain hereunder, Borrower shall obtain a replacement policy
orpolicies (or a binding commitment for such replacement policy nrpolicies), which shall be effcctive no later than
the date of the expiration, terntination or cancellation of the previous policy, and shall deliver to Lender a certificare
and a true and complete copy of such policy or policies which comply with the requiremenfs of this Agreement or
a copy of a binding commitment for such policy or policies"

Sanctions shall have fhe meaning set forth in $ectÍon 4.23(al hereof.

Securit-v Report Documents shall havc the meaning set forth in Section ó.6(i) hereof.

School Act means the Michigan Stâte srhool A"id Acf af 1974,1979 PA 94, as amended,

School Code means the Michigan Revised School Cade,l976PA 451, as amended.
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Security ,{.greement means that certain security agreement made by Borrower for the benefit of Lender on the date
hereof, pursuant to which Borrower has piedged to Lender all of Borrower's right, title and interest in and to certain
personal property of Borrower more specifically identified therein, insluding, without limitation, the Collateral.3

Senior toan means that certain loan in the maximum principal amûunt of up to Seven Million and 00/100 Dollars
($7,000,000,00) made by Lender to Borrower pursuânt to this Agreement.

Senior Note means those that certain Promissory Note (Note A) of even date herewith made by Borrower and
payable to the order of Lender in the maximum principal amount of Seven Million and 001100 Dollars
($7,000,000.00), fogether wifh all modifications, amendments, renewals, extensions, replacements. and
substituti ons thereof or therefor.

State shall have the meaning set forth in Article XVIII hereof.

Subordinate Loan means that certain loan in the maximum principal amount of up to Four Hundred Thirty Seven
Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($437,500.00) made by Lender to Borrower pursuant to this
Agreement.

Subordinate Note mÊans that certain Promissory Note (Note B) of even date herewith made by Bonower and
payable to the order of Lender in the maximum principal amount of Four Hundred Thirry Seven Thousand Five
Hundred and 00llû0 Dollars ($437,500.00), together with all modifïcations, amendnrents, renewals, extensions,
replacements, and substitutions thereof or therefor.

Tax shall have the meaning set farth in,4.rticle XVITI hereof.

Title Company means the title insurance comp¿ny selected by Borrower and acceptable in all respects to Lender.

Title Policy means an ALTA loan title insurance policy issued by the Title Company, having liability in thc amount
of the Loans, and insuring, as of the time and date that the Mortgage is recorded, that fee title to the Premises is
vested in Borrower and that the lien of the Mortgage is a valid first priority Lien on the Premises with respect to the
Lûans, subject only to those Liens and exceptions as shall be aeceptablc to Lei¡der in its sole discretion and
containing such endorsements a$ Lender shall require.

UCC means the Uniform Commercial Code as the same may lrom time to time be in effect in the State of Michigan
or the Uniform Commercial Code (or similar code or statute) of another jurisdiction, to the extent it may be required
to apply to any item or items of Collateral.

1.2 Çonstruetion. Unless the context of this Agreernent or other Loan Documents otherwise clearly
require, reference to fhe plural include the singular and the singular the plural. The word "Borrower" shall mean
'ugach Borrower and ifs successors and assigns;" the word "Lendsr" shall meân "Lender or âny subsequent holder
of the Notes"; the word "Notes" shall mean "the Notes or other evidence of Obligations secured by the Collateral
and the other Loan Documcnts;" and fhe terms "include", "includilrg" and similar terms shall be construed as if
followed by the phrase "without being limited to." Whenever the context may require, any pronouns used herein
shall include the corresponding masculine, feminine or neuter forms, and the singular form of nouns and pronouns
shall include the plural and vice versa. All references to dollar amounts shall nean amounts in tawful money of thc
United States of Arnerica. Accounting words and tçrms nat otherwise defined in this Agreement shall have the
meanings assigned to them in accordance with GAAP as in effect on the date of this Agreement. Article, Section
and Subsection references are to this Agreement unless otherwise specified.

3 To the extent permitred by law
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II. LOAN TRANSACTION.

2.1 Terms of Loaqs.

(a) Subject lo the terms and conditions contained in this Agreement, on the Closing Date,
Lender agrees fo nake the Loans in the maximum aggregate prilrcipal amount of S"u",, Million Four fiundrcd
Thiny Seven Thousand Five Hundred ¿nd 001100 Dollars ($7,447,50-t 0û) to Bcrrower. Borrower's obligation to
repay the Loans shall be evidenced by the Notes and secured by the first priority Morrgage and by a fìrsipriority
security interest in and to the Collateral, All sums advanced in connection with the Loans shall be deemJd to be
advanced under the Notes and Lender is hereby authorized by Borrower to (i) endorse on the Notes the amount of
9ac,h g.aVment by Bormwer of principal and interest; or (ií) enter the amouni of such payment in Lsnder,s records,
including, if applicable, Lender's computer records, which endorsement or enlry shall,'in the absence of manifest
error, be prima facie evidence of the outstanding balance of the Loans; provided, however, that the failure to make
such endorsement ôr enûy with respect fo any payment shall not limit or otherwise affect the Obligations of
Borrower hereunder and under the Notes and other Loan Documents.

(lr) The Loan Proceeds shall be used solely to pay offexisting debt and to pay all closing costs,
legal fees and any other fìnancing costs related to the Loans approved by Lender. llre proceedr oi*.ur oblilations
are being use d by Bonower for capital expenditures and to pay costs of issue and are not being used fo¡ mainõnance
cos¿s or other expenditures not pennitted by Section 135 I a of the Act. The proceeds of the ioans shall not be used
by Bonower to carry on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation, or to participato or intervene in
any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate 

-for 
public offiie witirin the meanilg of

Section 501(c)(3), 170(c)(2)(D), or 4945(d)(1) of the Code, or to influence the ourcome of any specific p,iUti.
election or to cârry on, directly or indirectly, any voler registration drive within the meaning of Sectiän 494j(dx2)
of the Code, or for the personal bcnefit of any ofticers, directors, or employees of Borrower.

2-2 ÇonditiqJ¡q to Makine the Loans. Lender's obligation fo make rhe Loatrs is conditioned upon
Borfower's satisfacfion of all of the following conditions precedenr, each of which shall be in the frrrm and substa'ce
satisfactory to Lender in its sole and absolute discretion:

(a) Documents. Lendsr shall have received all of the fcllowing instruments and tlocuments,
in fo¡m, contsnt and execution acceptable to Lender:

(Ð Loan Documents. The follcwiug Loan Documents:

A. this Agreement;

the Notes;

the Mortgage;

the Security Agreement;

the Ënvironmental Indemnity Agreement;

Collateral Account Control Agreement in connection with the Debt
Service Reserve "Account;

collateral Account Pledge Agreement in connection with the Debr service
Reserve Account;

Collateral Account Control Agreement in connection with the

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

C.

H.
Replacement Reselve Account;
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I. Collateral Account Pledge Agreement in corutection with the Replacement
Reserve Account;

J. Financing St¿tements to be l'lled with the State of Michigan and Kent
Counry;

K. Subordination of Management Fees executed by Borrower anel Manager;
and

L. any other Loan l)ocuments required by Lender to be execuied.

(ii) Third-Party Consents. All consents and approvals required by Lender to be
executed by any ¿nd all parties to colttracts, agreentents, entitlements and other arrangements assigned fo Lepder.

(iii) Opinion. The opinion of outside counsel for Borrower covering such rnatters
incident to the transaction contemplated by this Agreement, and which is acceptable in form anã substance to
Lender, in its ssle discretion,

(iv) Leases. Copies of any leases or occupâncy agreements, if any.

(v) Other Documents. Any subordination, assignments o¡ other agreements required
by Lender.

(vi) Organizational Doeuments. Copies of all organizational documents of Bo¡rowe¡
(which shall include Borrower's bylaws and articles of incorporation and any amendments thereto filed with the
Michigan Secretary of State, and such certificâtes as Lender may require relating to the authority of Bonower and
its constituent members to bor¡ow money and to execute, deliver and perform their respective obiigations under the
Loan Documents; a copy of Botrower's certificate of good standing in the State of Michigan; all in form and content
acceptable to Lender, accompanied by such Secretary of State certifications as Lender may require. ln additìon a
copy of the letter issued by the Internal Revenue Service evidencing Borrower's status ¿s a charitable, tâx-exempt
eirganization (collectively, lhe "Organizstlonzl Documents").

(vii) Authorization. A certificate of an authorized offîcer, member or manager of
Borrower as to organizational, åuthority and incumbency matters, evidencing, âmong other things, resolutions of
Borrower duty authorizing the Loans and the placemcnt of a lien on fhe assets c¡f Borrower in order to secure the
Loans, and such other resolutions, authorizations, documents and instrun:ents as Lender may require as evidence
of Borrower's authority to traûsact business and to enter into thc transactions contemplated hereby.

(viii) Llen Searches. Reccipt of such UCC, judgment, bankli¡plcy, pending lítigation,
tax and special searches on Borrower, the Premises and the other Collateral, as Lender may deem appropriate, which
shall show the absence of any adverse interests or encumbrances other than the Permitted Liens.

(ix) Title and Title Insurance. Title to the Premises shall be satisfactory in all respects
to Lender, free and clear of all liens, claims, rights and irrterests not acceptablc fo Lender. Furthermore, the Land
shall constitute contiguous parcels and have no gaps and/or gores, and have the benefit ofall easements (including
all easements necessary for access and parking), rights and other agreements that are, in the reasonable judgment
of Lender, neçessary or appropriate for the currçnt and/or contemplated use or development of the Þremises"
Borrower shall have fuinished to Lcnder ¿ mortgagee's title insurance policy, on the then current ALTA form,
without standard exceptiotts, from the Title Company (with re-insurance in amounts and from national title
inswance companies satisfactory to Lender, if required), insuring that the Mortgage is a valid first lien on the
Premises, subject only to exceptions acceptable to Lender. Suclr polìcies shall (l) insure title up to the maxirnum
principal ânrount of the Notes; (2) insure that Borrower owrls the Land and all Improvements; (3) provide thar the
Premises are insured free and olear of all liens, claims and encumbrances not expressly agreed to by Lender in
writing; (4) contain no general exception for survey mattcrs, and no exception for (and affirn:ative insurance
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against) construction, meÇhatrics' and materialmsü's liens, filed or unfiled; and (5) provide such endorsements as
Lender shall require, including the following: access; cr:mprehensive; deletion CIf the arbjtration clause;
environmental lien; single tax parcel; survey; usury; and 3.1 zoning and such other endorsements as Lender may
require insuritlg the Mortgâge as a first and prior lien upon the Premises (the "Title Policy"). The title commifment
and Titie Policy shall be subject ro Lendsr's approval in all respects.

(x) Survey. Borrower sh¿ll have filmished to Le¡der a current survey of the Premises
certified to Lender and the Title Company by a survoyor licensed to practice in the state in which the premisçs are
located, to the niost recent standard of the "Minimurn Smndard Detail Requirements fbr Land Title Surveys" jointly
established and adopted by ALTA and ACSM or such other standards as Lender in its sole disgetion s6all å..rpt,
confirming the legal description of the Premises as sct tbrth on Exhibit A hereto. With tegard to all site plans,
subdivisir:n plats, condominium declarations and survey maps and plarrs to be recorded, borro*r, shall have
furnished to Lender evidence acceptable to Lender that lhc same have been accepted by all necessary govemmental
agencies, and Borrower shall have also provided to Lender a ceftific¿tion fiom ihe architect or e,tgine"r preparing
the site plan, subdivision plat, condominium declaration and/or survey map and plans confirming that the Premises
has been designed to be constructod entirely within the boundary lines of the Land,

(xi) fnsurance. Ëvidence that all Required Insurance has been placed (and remains in
force) on the Premises and all other Collateral encumbered in connection with the Loans.

(xii) Environmental Report. A Phase I environmental assessment and, if warranted
by the results of such Phase I environmental assessmento a Phase II environmental assessme¡1, each from an
environnrental engineering finn acceptable to Lender, prepared or updated nor later than sixty (60) days prior to the
closing of the Laans, relating to the Premises, together with a lefter from each preparer thereof cniitling iender and
its successors and assigns lo rely upon said environmental assessment(s).

(xiii) Zoning, Utilities, Permits. Satisfactory evidence of: (a) pem:irted zoning of the
Premises for the contemplated use of the Premises and compliance with all applicable zoning laws, ordinances,
codes, rules and regulations beyond any possible appeal period and withcut the need for any special exceptions or
approvals by any zoning or other board or body; (b) compliance with all laws, ordinarces, codes, rules and
regulations affecting or relating to the use of the Premises, includíng all applicable building, safety, ecological and
environmental laws, ordinances, codes, rules and regulations; and (c) the issuance of ail permils, liceises a¡d
approvals nccessary in connection with the use or operation of the Improvernent$, copies of all of which shall be
provided to Lender immediately upon Borower's receipt of same.

(xiv) OperatÍng Permíts. All Operating Permirs.

(xv) Miscellaneous. Such other agreements, statements, papers ¿nd documents as may
be required by this Agreement or as Lender may otherwise require; and such other fitnds, papers, instructions or
docun'¡ents as Title Company may require to issue the Title Policy.

(b) AppraÍsat. Bonower shall have provided to Lender at Borrower's expense an MAI
appraisal, in furm, content and from an appraiser acceptable to Lender in its sole discretion, resulting in a maximum
loan fo value of 85% of the as-completed value of the Premises.

(c) Financiat Statements. Borowcr shall have delivcred to Lende¡true, correcl and complete
Borrower prepared financial statements as rcquired by Lender. Lender acknowledges receipt of said linancing
statements and the same are acceptable to Lender.

(d) Underwriting Mnterials. All information and due diligence maferials requested by
Lender in connection with its underwriting process. The information and materials provided to Lender shall be true
and complete in all respects as of the date frrrnished and on the Closing Date.
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(e) Recordation and Title Policy. Recordation shall have occurred, and Title Company shall
have issued or agreed unconditionally to issue the Title Policy as of recordation.

{Ð Financing Statements. The Financing Statements shall have been duly filed before or
conclnently with the closing ot'the Loans.

{g) Loan Fee and Loan Expenses. Any fees incurred in connection with the f.oans, including
document preparation fees, Lender's reason¿ble attomeys; fees ¿nd all then-outstanding expenses jncurred in
connection with the Loans, including recording fees, UCC filing and search fees, plus all othei costs an¿ charges
associated with the closing of the Loans shall have been paid by Borrower (less any portion of such fees that
Borrower has already paid to Lender).

(h) No Material Adverse Change. TherE shall have occurred no materíal adverse change in
the financial condition or operations of Borrower since thc date of Borrower's most resent fìnancial statenients
submitted to Lender.

(i) No Default. Borrower shall have complied with all of the terms and conditions ser forth
in the Commitment Letter, as well as ali other reasonable andlor customary requirements of Lendcr and No Ðvent
of Default shall exist under the Commiment Letter or the terms hereof.

Û) Etigible Borrower. Borrower shall have fimished sufficisnt informatitx to Lender to
veriff that Borrower is an "eligible borrower" under the Nation¿l Consumer Cooperative Bank Act, as amended, ar
12 U.S.C, Section 3001 et seq., in accordance with Lender's policies,

(k) Represent*tions and lVarranfies. The representations and warranties contained herein
and in each written document exeouted and delivered by Bonower to Lender in connection with this Agreement
shall be true and correct in all material res¡rects to the same extent as though made on and as of such date.*

(1) Participation. The General Board of Pensions shall have agreed to participation in the
Senior Loan on temrs and conditions acceptable to Lender.

(m) Debt Service Reserve Account. The Ðebt Service Reserve Account shall have been
funded in the amount of $276,645.18.

2-3 Çhanee of Lan{. Norwithstanding any other provision herein, if after the date of this Agreemenf
any change in applicable law or regulation or in the interpretation or administration thereof by any governmental
authority charged with the interpretation or administratiôn thereaf (whether or not having the force-of law) shall
change the basis of taxation (including withcut limitation the imposition of any stamp tax or transaction iax) of
payments to Lender of the principal of or interest on the Loans made or any fees or other arrounts payabte hereunder
(other than changes in respect of taxes imposed on tåe income of Lender by the jurisdiction in which Lender is
organized or has its principal office or is operating nr doing business or, in either case, by any political subdivision
or taxing authority therein), or shall impose, modify or dçem applicable any ïeserve, special deposit or similar
requirement against assets of, deposits with or for the âccount of or credit extended by Lender or ihall impose on
Lender or the inlerbank Eurodollar market any other condition affecting this Agreernent or the Loans, and tlie result
of any of the foregoing shall be to increase the cost to Lender of making or maintaining the Loans or to reduce the
âmount of any sum received or receivable by Lender hereunder (whether of principal, interest or otherwise) by an
amount deemsd by Lender to be material, thcn Bor¡ower will pay to Lender such additional amount or amounts as
will compensate Lender fbr such additional costs incurred or reduction suffered. Lender will notify Borrower that
Lender is entitled tó compensation pursuant to this Section 2.3 as prornptly as practicable after it determines to
requcst such compensation.

2,4 School Aid Äct Lirnitations. Notwithstanding any other provision contained in this Agreement
or in the Notes, Lender a¡rd Borrower acknowlsdge that the amounf to be paid by Borrower under the Loans in any
fiscal year of Borower shall not exceed twenty percent QA%) of the amount of School Aid payable to Borrower
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by the State of Michigan in such fîscal year as required by MCL 388.1618. Nonvithstanding the foregoing, if
Borrower is i¡r def¿ult under the Notes, such limitation shall nût be a defenss to payment unde¡ said Notcs and
Lender shall have all remedies avail¿ble to it due to such default.

rlr. IRESnRVED.I

fV. REPRTSENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES. In *rder to induce Lender to enter inlo this Agreement
and fo make the Loans, Borrowe¡ represents and warrants to Lender, as of the date of this Agreement, the date ¡rf
any renewal, extension or modification of the Loans, and at all times any Obligations exist:

4.t Oreanizationt Powcr and Authoritv: Ownership. Borrower is a public school academy which
has been duly established as a public school academy in accordance with Part 6A of the School Code. Boriower is
qualified to do business under the laws of all jurisdictions in which the nature of its business or the location of any
of its properties requires qualificatiou. Borrower has the full power and authority to own its prr:perties and to
transact the business in which it is presently engaged or presently proposes to engage. Borrower maintains its
principal office at 4463 Leonard NW, Walker, Michigan 49534. Unless Borower has designaled othen¡¡ise in
writing, the principal office is the office at which Borrower keeps its books and records including its records
concerning the Coliateral. Borrower will notify Lender prior to any change in the location of Borrower's state of
organization, any change in Borower's name or flny change in the iocation of its principal offîce. Borrower has
obtained all licenses, permits, fianchises and other govemmental authorizations necessary to the ownership or
Ieasehold interest and use of its propenies and the conduct of its business, including the operation of a public school
academy on the Premises. Borrower shall do all things necessary to preserve and to keep in fl¡ll force and effect its
existence, rights and privileges, and shall comply with all regulations, rules, ordinances, statutes, orders and decrees
of any Govemmental Authority or quasi-governmental authorify or court applicable to Borrower andlor the
Premises.

4,2 Assumed Buslness Names. Borower has filed or recorded all documenls or filings required by
law relating to all assumed business rlames used by Borrower. Excluding the name of Borrower, the following is a
complete list of all assumed business names under which Borrower does business: none.

4.3 Âuthorization. The execution, delivery and performance by Borrower of each of the Loan
Documents, consummation of the transactions contemplated thereby, and compliance with the provisions thereof
have been duly authorizedby all necessary action by Bo¡rower and do nof and will nor: (i) require any consent ûr
approval which has nert been obtained; (ii) contravene Borrower's Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws; (iii) violate
ûr cause Borrower to default under any provision of any law, rule, regulation (including, without limitation,
Regulation U of thø Board of Covemors of the Federal Reserve System), order, wril, judgment, injunction, decree,
detemrination or award presently in efïect having applicability to Borrower, orBorrower's contract obligations with
its authorizing body; (iv) result in a breach of or constitt¡te a default under any indenh¡re or loan or credit agreemçnf
or any other agreement, lease or instrument to which Borrower is a party or by which Borrower or its properties
may be bound or affected; or (v) result in, or require, the creation or imposition of any Lien, upon or with respect
to any of the properties now owned or hereafter acquired by Borrower (exccpt for Permitted Liens). The execution,
delivery and perfbrmance of Borrower's obligations trnder this Agreement and the other Loan Documents by
Borrowero and the transactions and other documents confemplated thereby are authorized under, and do not and will
not contravene, the School Code, School Act or Municipal Code.

4.4 Financial Information. All financial data and financial statements delivcred to Lender concerning
Borrower or the Collateral present in a complete and accurate manner the fînancial condition and tho prospects of
Borrower or the Collateral, as the case may be, and all material liabilities, fixed or contingent, are fully shown or
provided for in such financial statements, and there has been no material adverse change which would affect the
frnancial condition of Borrower or the Collateral since the date of the most recenl such financial data or stat€ments.

4.5 Leeal Effect. This Agreement is, and each of Íhe other Loan Documen[s and any instrunrent or
agreement Borrower is rcquired to give or execute under this Agreement or any other Loan Ðocuments, when
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delivercd, as applicable, will bc, legal, valid, and binding obligations of Borrower and ifs successors and assigns,
enforceable againsf Borrower and its successors and assigns in accordance with fheir respcctive temrs, cxcept to
the extent that such enforcement may be limite{t by applicable Bankruptcy, insolvency, and other similar iaws
affecting creditors' riglrts gcnerally,

4.Ó Properties. txcept as contemplafed by tlris Agreement or as previously disclosed in Borrower's
fìnancial staternents or in writing to Lender and as accepted in writing by Lender or, with respect to the Premises,
the title exceptions that have been expressly accepted by Lender in writing, and except for proper-ty tax liens for
taxes not presently due and payable, Borrower owns and has good title to all of Borrower's propeties, including
thc Premises and the c¡ther Collateral, free and clear of, all securily irrterests, liens or encumbrances, and has not
executed any security documents or financing staiemeüts relating to such propeÍies, inclutling the Collateral. All
of B0rrowsr's propedies are titled in Borrower's legal name, and Borrower has not used, fîled a financing statement
or had a financing statemenl filed, under any other name for at least the last five (5) years.

4,7 Enforçeabilitv of $ecuritv In{erest. To the extent the Collateral consists of accounts, chattel
paper, or general intangibles, as defined by the UCC, the securify interests in the Collateral granted to Lendsr is
enforceable in accordance with its terms, is genuine, and fully complies with all applicable laws and regulations
concerning fonn, content and manner of preparation and execution, and all persons appearing to be oblþated on
the Collateral have ¿uthority and capacily to contract and are in fact obligated as they appear to be on such Collateral.
There shall be no setoffs or counterclaims against any of the Collateral, and no agreement shall have been made
under which any deductions or discounts may be claimed concerning the Prenrises except those disclosed to Lender
in writing.

4.8 Insurance, Each insurãnce policy currentiy erwned or held by Borrower is and satisfies all of ths
requirements for Required Insurance as set forth herein.

4.9 Interest in Collaterql. No person, party, fimr orcorporation has: (l) anyposs€ssory interest in
Borrower's rights to the Collateral or right to Õccupy the Premises except Borrower; or (2) an option to purchase
the Collateral or an interest therein. No lease exists on or with respect lo the Premises.

4.f 0 ñ-ire of other Casualfv. No portions of the Collate¡al has been damaged by fire, water, wind or
other cause of loss or any previous damage has been fi.rlly restored.

4.ll Hazardous Substances. Except as disolosed to and acknowledged by Lender in writing, Borrower
represents and warratts that: ( I ) during thc period of Bcrrower's ownership of the C¡¡llateral, the¡e has besn no use ,
generation, manufàcture, storage, treatment, disposal, release or threatened release of *ny Hazardous Substance by
any persûn on, under, about or fiom any of the Collateral; (2) Borrower has no knowledge of, or reason to believe
that there has been, (a) any breach or violation of any Environmental Laws, (b) any use, generation, manufücfwe,
storage, treatment, disposal, release or threatened release ofany Hazardous Substance on, under, about or from the
Collateral by any prior owners or occupants of any of the Collateral, or (c) any actual or threatened litigation or
claims of any kind by âny person relating to such mâtt€rs; and (3) neither Borrower nor any tenant, contractor, agent
or other authorized user of any of the Collateral shall use, generate, maûufücture, store, treat, dispose of or release
any Hazardous Substance on, under, about or fiom any of the Collateral in violation of any Environmental Laws.
The representations ald warranties contained herein arc based on Borrower's due diligence in investigating thc
Collateral for ï-Iazardous Substances. Borrower hereby (l) releases and waives any claims against Lender for
indemnity or contribution in the event Borrower becomes liable for cleanup or other costs under any Environmental
taw or other law, and (2) agrees to indenrnify, defend, and hold harmless Letder against any andall claims, Iosses,
liabilities, damages, penalties, and expenses that Lender may directly or indirectly sustain or suffer resulting from
a breach ofthis Section 4.II or as a consequence ofany use, generation, manufactûre, storâge, disposal, relcase or
threalened release of a Hazardous Substance on or with respecl to the Collateral. This Section 4.11, including the
obligation to indemni$ and defend, shallsurvive the payn:enf of the Indebtedness and the termination, expiration
or satisfaction of this Agreement and shall not be affee ted by Lender's acquisition of any interest in sorue or all of
the Collateral, whether by foreclosure or otherwise.
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4.12 Litigatio$ and Cl¿iq!. Except as disclosed in the reports delivered pursuant to the terms hercof,
no litigation, claim, investigation, adminislrative proceeding or similär action (incluàing those for unpaid taxes)
against Borrower (including its officers or principals thereof), its properties, or any of tlã Collateral is pending or
threatened, ¿nd no other event has occurred that may materialþ adu.rrãty affcct the financial condition of Bonower,
including without limitation, the operation of its business, the ability of borrower to perform the Obligations, or the
validity or enforceabiliry of any of the Loan Documents.

4.13 Taxes. Borrower has {îled all tax returns and reports required to be filed with the United $tates
gûvernment or with any state or local government, and has paid in full or made adequate provision on its books for
the payment of alt taxes, assessments, govemmental charges, interest, penalties or deficiãncies shown to be due or
claimed to be due on or in respect of such tax returns and repoñs, excèpt those presently being or to be contestetl
by Borrower in good faith in the ordinary course of business and for which adeqùate ,"*.*rs havs been provided.

4,r4 Bank$¡ntcv. Beo-{saqizption or Insolvencv. Bonower is not currently: (l) the subject of or a
party to any completed or pending bankruptcy, reorganization or insolvency proceeding; or'(Z) the subject of any
judgrnent unsalisfied of record or docketed in any court of the state in whici its propãrties are located or in any
court locatcd in the United States.

4.t5 Permitted Liens. Except for Pennitted Liens, unless otherwise previously disck:sed ro LendEr in
writing, Borrower has not entered into or granted any security agreements, or pennitted tle filing or attachment of
any securily interests on or affecting the Collateral that would be prior ot ihat may in any *ãy be superior or
subordinate to Lender's securify interests and rights in and to the collateral.

4-16 Binding ßffect. This,{greement, the Notes and all other toan Ðocuments are binding upon the
signers thereof, as well as upon their successors! repressntalives and assigns, and are legally .nd""ubl* i'
¿ccordance with their rçspeclivÈ terms.

4.17 9thef Ag{qements. Borrower is nr:t in default in any rcspect in the performance, observance, or
fulfillment of any of the obligations, covenants, or conditions contained in äny agreerne¡t or instrument to which it
is a party, which default may materially and adversely affect the ability of Boriower to operate ifs businesses as
presently colltemplated, including, without limitation, the operation of ihe Premi$es, or to pcrform its obligafions
under any of the Loan Documents.

4.18 Broke{lgç Commissions, Borrower has not dealt with any persotr, lirm or corporation who is or
may be entitled to any finder's fbe, brokerage commission, loan commissión or other sum in cõnnection with the
Loans.

4.19 Utilities, All utility selices necessary for the use of the Land ar:d Improvements thereon, are
available, including without limitation all electrical and telephone facilities, water supply, gas, sto¡¡¡ and sanitary
sewer facilities,

4.2A AcsuTacv of Submltted [nforqlationr Omissions. All documents, certificates, inl'ormation,
materials and financial statements furnished to Lender pursuant to this Agreement or otherwise in oonnection with
the Loans: (1) are true and correct in all material respects; (2) do not contain any untrue statement of a material fact;
and (3) do not omit any material faü necessary to make the statcments contained therein or herein nol misleading.
There is no fact krown to Br¡rrower which Borrower has not discioscd to Lsnder in writing which marerialfu
adversely affects, or, so far as Borrower can now foresee, could materially adversely affect, the pioperïies, business,
prospects, profits or condition (financial or ctherwise) of Borrower or the ability of Bonåwer to perform its
obligations under this Agreemenf or any other Loan Documents to which it is a party.

4.21 Unpaid M+te{ialmen. No person, lirm or corporation has performed on behall'of Borrower any
construction work or furnished services in connecfion with any construction canied c¡n or to be carried on at thc
Premises who or which remains unpaid in çxcess of thirty (30) days at the time of execution of this Agreemenr,
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4,22 Foreisn Person. Bonower is not a foreign corporalion, foreign parlnership, Soreign trust, foreign
eslate or other foreign person as such terms are defined in the Code, Borrower's U.S. tax identification number is
38-3198590. The representafions ând certifications made under this Sectlon 4,22 arc made under penalties of
periury.

4.23 Terrorism jLEd Anti-Money taundering. Borrower wârrånts and agrees as follows:

(a) As of the date hereof and throughout the temr of the Loans, Borower, and to the knowledge
of Borrower, any director, officer, agent, employee or Affiliate of Borrower, is not currently the subject of any U.S,
sanctions administered by the Offise of Foreign Assets Control of the U.S. Treasury Ðepartment ("OFAC"), the
LI.S. Stale Dcpartment and the United Nations Security Cou¡cil ("Sanctions") and Bonower will not knowingly
directly or indireclly use the proceeds of the Lo¿ns or otherwise make availablc such proceeds fo any Person for the
purpose of financing the activities of any Person, or in any êountry or territory, that, at the time of such filrding, is
the subject of Sanctions with the result that Lender would be in violation of applicable law. Borrower and, to the
knowledge of Borrower, no Affiliate of Borower is in violation of the Patriot Act (as defined in Section 22.?
bclow).

(b) To comply with applicable U.S. antimoney laundering laws and regulations, all payments
by Borrower to Lender or from Lender to Bor¡ower will only be rnade in Borrower's name and to and fron¡ a bank
account of a bank based or incorporated in or formed under the iaws of the United States or a bank that is not a

"foreign shell bank" within the meaning of the U.S. Bank Secrecy Act (31 U.S.C. $ 531 1 et seq.), as amended, and
the regulations promulgated thereunder by the tI.S. Department of the Treasury, as such regulations may be
amended from time to time.

(c) Tc provide Lender at âny time and from time to time during the term of thc Loans with
such information as Lender determines to be necessary or appropriate to comply with the anti-money laundering
laws and regulations of any applicable jurisdiction, or to respond to requests fior information conceming the identif
of Borrower, any Person controlling or controlled by Borower or any ?crson having a beneficial interest in
Bûmower, from any governmental authority, self-regulatory organization or financial institution in connection with
its anti-money laundering compliance procedures, or to update such infûrmation.

(d) The representations and warranties set forth in this Section 4.23 shall be deemed repeated
and reafftrmed by Borrower as of each date that Borrower makes a payment fo Lendcr under the Notes, this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents or receives any paymsnt from Lender. Borrower agrees promptly to
notiff Lender in writing should Borrower become aware of any change in the information set forth in these
rcprescntations.

4.24 Utili{es. All utility services necessary fbr the use of the Premises are av¿ilable, including without
limitation all electrical and telephone facilitics, water supply, gas, storm and sanitary sewer facilities.

4.25 Z-aníns. The Premises are zoned to permit the use of the Premises and existing Improvements as

a public schosl academy.

4.26 Ëminent Domsin. There does nc¡f exist any pending or, to Borrower's knowledge, threatened
exercise of the power of sminent domain affbcting all or any part of the Premiscs.

4.27 Flood H&$rd. To the best of Borroweros knowledge after due inquiry, no pr:rtion of the Premises
is sin¡ated within an ârea designated as the 100-year flood or special flood hazard area; ûr ahematively, with written
consent of Lender, such flood insurance as may be required to satisfy all govemmental requirements has been

obtained and is in fuIl force and the corrditions of any certificate of occupancy, building or other permit have been

satislie<l.

4.28 No Structural Defe.cts. To the besf of Boro'ffer's knowledge, ths Premises are without structural
def'ects and in accordance with the Legal Requirements.
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4.29 School ,4,ct/Schoal Code1l\{uniein¡l Code Comnliance. In issuing these obligations, Borrower
represents and warranls to l-ender that it is operating as a public school academy and has and/or will con:ply in all
material respects with any applicable requirements of the School Act, the School Code, the Municipal Code ¿nd
other applicable law. It is hereby certified and recitcd thaf all acts, conditions and things required by law, precedent
to and in the issuance of these obligations have been done, exisf and have happened in regular and due time and
form as required by law, and that the total indebtedness of Borrowe¡, including these obligations, does not exceed
any constitutional or statutory lirnitation,

4,30 Publie School Aereement. Bon'ower has made availabie to Lender a ronect and complete copy
of the Public School Agreement (including, all amendments thereto and any other written agreements o¡ summaries
of oral agreements with any parfy theretÕ), which is a valid and binding cûntract to charter Borrower as a public
school academy pusuânt to the School Code. As of the Closing Date, the Public School Agreement is unmodified
and is in full force and effect and no party to the Public School Agreement is in def¿ult thereunder.

4.31 Approvals. Borrower's repayment of the Loans, grcnting of the Mortgage and security interests
in the Premises, and the other transactions contemplated under the Loan Þocuments do not require approval by the
State of Michigan.

v. fRnsERvED.l

Vt. AFFIRMATIVE COVENANTS. Borrower covenants and agrees with Lender that, unless otherwise
consented to in writing by Lender, until payment in full of all amounts outstanding urrder the Loan Documents and
satisfactiou of all other Obligations of Bonower under the Loan Documents, Borrower shall cornply with the
following affinnatìve covenants and shall:

6.1 Performance. Duly and punctually pay all sums fo be paid to Lender in accordance with lhe temu
and conditions of the Notes, this Agreement and the other Loan Documents and perfbrm and comply, in a limely
mânner, with all terms, conditions, and provisions set forth in this Agreemcnt, the other Loan Documents, and all
other instruments and agreements befween Borrower zurd Lender. Borrower shall notify Lender immediately in
writing of any default or any act, event or condition which, with notice or the passåge of time, or both, would
constitute a default in comrection with any such agreement.

6.2 Notices of Claims and Litisation. Promptly inform f-ender in writing of ( l) any and all material
adverse changes in Borrower's financial condition, and (2) any an'd all existing and fhreatened litigation, claims,
investigations, administrative proceedings or similar actions affecting Borrower that could malerially affect the
fin¿ncial condition of Borrower.

6.3 Maintenance of Existence ¡nd Princinal Placp.of Business. (l) Maintain its existence and its
form of organizational and governance documents previously accepted by Lender, and provide Lender with
evidence of the same from time to time upon Lender's wrilten request; (2) furnislr to Lender not less than thiffy (30)
days prior written notice of any contemplated change of its principal place of business or the location where it keeps
its books and recsrds with respect to accounts and contracts or any of the Property; (3) maintain its assets in good
order and repair; and (4) maintain its chief executive office and principal place of business in Michigan.

6.4 Maintcnance of Collateral. Borrower shall maintain. keep, and preserve the Collateral in good
working order and condition, ordinary wear and tear excepted. in addition, Borower shall maintain, keep, and
preserve all of its properties (tangible and intangible) necessary or useful in the proper conduct of its business in
good working order and condition, ordinary wear and tear excepted.

6.5 Financial Record,,s. Maintain at all times prôper books and records in accordance with GAAP,
applied on a consistent basis, and permit Lender to examine and audit Borrower's books and records at all
reasonable times.

6.6 Reporting Requirements. At Borrower's expense, furnish Lender with the following:
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(a) Notice of Default. As soon as possiblc, and in any event nol later thân two (2) Business
Days after Borrower is aware of the occurrence of any Event of Default, â slatement of an authorized officer or
representative of Borrower describing the details of such Event of Default and any curative action Borrower
proposes to take.

(b) Annual Financiat Statements. As soon as available, but in no evenl iater than one
hundrcd twenty (120) days afler the end of each fiscal year of Borrower, Borrower shail delivcr to Lelder: (A)
financial statements of Borrower, including an audit report, a balance sheet, statement of profit and loss and cash
flow statement, for the prior year then ended, audited by an independent certified public accountant satisfactory to
Lendcr ("Annual FinancÍal Statements"); (B) a certificate (each an "Annual Certificate of Performance"),
issued by an authorized officer, member or manager of Borrower who is active in, and knowledgoable of, the
financial operations of Borower, indicating that: (i) all financial data and financial statements delivered to Lender
concerning Borrower completely and accurately disclose the financial condition and operations of Bonower, and
all material liabilities, fixed or contingent, are fully shown or provided for in such financial statements; (ii) there
has been no change in the business or operations of Borrower, which may adversely affect the financial condition
of Borrower; (iii) no Event of Default has occuned or is continuing under the Loan Documents; (iv) Borrower is in
compliance with all affinllative and negative covsnants, including financial covenants, set forth in the Loa¡
Documents; and (v) all sociat impact data delivered to Lendcr concerning Borrower is accurate and complete; and
(C) social impact dâta relating to Borrower's business and opcrations presented on thc Social Impact Management
Form provided by Lender for such purpose. If Borrower cannot n:ake any of these required statements as written,
then Borrower must provide to Lender in witing, together with the Annual Certifìcate of Performance, (i) which
conditions Borrower cannot meet and (ii) a written explanafion as 1o why it cannot make the rcquired statement.

(c) Quarterly Financial Statements. As soon as available, but in no event later than forry-
five (45) days after the end of cach quarter of eaeh fiscal ycar of Borrower, Borower shall deliver to Lender (A)
ñnancial statements of Borrower including a balance sheet, statement of profit and loss and cash florv statemenf,
for the prior quarter then ended, each prepared by Borrower, with reason¿ble detail and on a basis consistently
applied, and if requested by Lender, certified as true and correct by the Chief Financial Officer or other authorized
ofTi cer of Borrower who is active in, and knowledgeable of, the fìnancial operations of Borrower ("Quarterly
Financial Staternents"), and (B) a certificate (each a "Quarterly Certificate of Performarrce") issued by an
¿uthorized officer of Borrower who is active in, and knowledgeable ofl the financial operations of Borrower
indicating that: (i) all financial data and financial statements delivered to Lender concerning Borrower completely
zurd accurately disclose the financial condition and operafian.s of Borrowcr, ând all material liabilities, {ìxed or
contingent, are fully shown or provided fur in such financial statements; (ii) there has been no change in the business
or operations of Borrower, which may adversely affect the financial condition of Borrower; (iii) no cvent of default
has occurred or is continuing under the Loan Documents; and (iv) Borrower is in compliance with all affin¡ative
and negative covenants, including financial covenants, set fbrth in the I-oan Documents.

(d) Tax Returns, Þeliver, within one hundred fifty {150) days after the end of each calendar
year, the federal and state tax returns (and supporting schedules, ifany) ofBorrower.

(e) School Report, V/ithin one hundrcd twenfy ( l2û) days after the end of each fiscal year of
Borrower, a report detailing (i) the school's enrollment for the cuffent academic year; (ii) the per-gradc student
turnover from the previous year; (iii) the teacher turnÕver from the previous year; and (iv) the academic performance
fbr thc previous school year, certified by an authorized of{icer of Borrower as to accu¡acy, completeness a¡rd
consistency with respect to Ënrollment.

(Ð School Information. Simultaneously with submission to the charter authorify, a true,
correct and complete copy of any and all reports, documentation and other information required to be furnished by
Borrower pursuant to or in connection with the provisions of its charter ancl the charter schor¡l requirements to the
sxîent such irformation is not legally required to be kept confidential.
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(g) Charter School CertificatÍon. At Closing and within thirty (30) days afrer rhe beginning
of each fiscal year of Bosower lhereafler, a signed Charler School Certificarion from The U.S. Ðepartment çf
Education;

(h) Operating Budget. As soon as available, but in no event latsr fhan twenry (2û) days prior
to the beginning ofeach fiscal year ofBorrower, an annual operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year, appr;ved
by the board of directors, board of managers or other governing body of Borrower, which shall include pio¡ected
rovenues and expenses, in such detail and by such categorios as may be requested by Lender.

{i) Security Report Documenfs. tiVithin fîfteen (15) business days after the Closing Dare (i)
fìlc wíth the Michigan Department of Treasury Security Report Form 3892, and all documents required in
ç141.2319 of the Municipal Code (collectively, the "security Report Dacuments"); and (ii) deliver to Lender
copies of all Security Report Docurnents.

6.7 Additional Information. Borower shall also deliver to Lender such additional infonnation and
stâtements regarding Borrower's business, operations and social impact as Lender may request fronl time to time.
All reports, statements and other information required to be submined by Borrower shall be in form and substance
reasonably satisfactory to Lender in all respects ¿nd all financial reports, statements and information requir.ed in
this Article VI shall be prepared in accordance with GAAP.

6.8 Financial Covenants. Borower shall maintain the fbllowing financial covenants, compliance
with which sh¿ll be delermined in accordance with CAAP, measured at the cnd of each of Borrower's fiscai years,
commencing with the fiscal year ending on June 30,2A17:

(a) Borrower shall maintain a Debt Service Coverage Ratio of not less than l,l5:1,û0, The
temr "Debt Servlce Coverage Ratio" means Borrowcr's annual operating ËBITDA (eamings before interest
expense' taxes, depreciation, and amortization) divided by the sum of Borrower's Current Portion of Long Term
Debt (for the prior period) and interest expense on all Borrower's debt;

(b) Borower shall maintain a Leverage R"atic of Totat Liabilities to Tangible Net Worth of not
greater than 3.00:1.00; and

(c) Borrower shall mai¡ltain a Curuent Ratio of Current Assets to Current Liabilities of not less
than 1.40:1.00.

6.9 Insurance. Carry and maintain in fulI force all Required Insurance and such other insurance as
Lender may require with respecf to Borrower's properties and operalions, in fomr, amounts and coverages
reasonably acceptable to Lender. Ëach insurance policy shall include an endeirsement providing that coverage in
favor of Lender will not be impaired in any way by âny act' omission or default of Borrower or any other person.
In connection with all policies covering assets in which Lender holds or is offered a security interest for the Loans,
Borrower will provide Lender with such tender's loss payable or other endorsements as Lender may require,
Fumish to Lender, upon request of Lender, reports on each existing insurance policy showing such information as
Lender may reasonably request, including the following: ( I ) the name of the insurer; (2) the risks insuredt (3) the
amount of the policy; (4) the properties insured; (5) the then current property values on the basis of which insurance
has been obtained, and the manner of defernrining those values; and (6) the expiration date of the policy. In addition,
upon request ol Lender (however nût ruore oflen than annually), Borrower will have an independent appraiser
satisfactory to Lender determine, as applicable, the acfual c¿sh value or replacernent cost of the Collateral. The cost
of such appraisal shail be paid by Borrower. ln the event of any loss or damage to all or any portion of the Collateral,
the insurance proceeds shall be used as set forth in the Mortgage; provided, however, any application of such
insttrance proceeds or âny portioÍ thereof to any Obligations shall not be ccnstrued to cure or waive any default or
notice ofdefault hereunder or invatidate any aat done pursuant to any such default or notice.

6.1Û Tlansfer of Ownershin/Ownership Interest. Borrower shall provide notice ts Lender prior to
any change in the membership or voting cûnfrol of Borrower" There shall be no sale, assignment or other change
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or traxsfer of legal ûr equitâble control of Bomower or the issuance, sûle, metger, consolidation, tïansfer, pledge,
assignment or disposition of any ownership interest of Borrower (excepr in the case of death or disabilþ ol a
member)' In addition, without the prior written consent of Lender, Borrower shall not suffer or permit any sale,
assignment or other change or transfer of legal or equitable control of any of Borrcwer's real proporry (whether
owned or leased), except in the case of a residentiat lease, if such lease.is on a fbrm previously approiedby Lender
without material deviation.

6.ll Addition¡l Debt. Without the prior written consent of Lender, and except fbr Permiued
Indebtedness, Borrower shall not undertake any additional debt.

6.12 Management. The management of the Premises shall be and, during fhe term of the Loans, shall
remain, under the control of Bonower. Borrower shall notiff Lender in writing of any change in the composition
of ils managemenT team, its members and/or managers or other similar govemance body within ten (t0) days of
becoming aw¿re of such change.

6.13 School Charter. Borrower shall notifo Lender in writing of any change in the school's chafer
contract or in the school's standing with the school's charter authorizer within ten (10) days of becoming aware of
such change. The loss of the school ch¿rter shall be deemed an Event of Default under this Agreement.

6.14 Other Agreements. Comply with all terms and conditions of all other agreements, whether now
or herealler existing, between Borrower and any other pâfty and notify Lender immediately in writing of any default
or any act, event or condition which, with notice or the passage of time, or both, would constitutc a default under
any r:ther such agreements.

6.t 5 Loan Fees. Chltrses and Exoenses. Pay all fees, charges, and other expenscs which are then due
and payable as specified in this ,Agreement or any other Loan Document, plus all other crsts and charges associated
with the closing of the Loans, including Lender's reasonable atlorneys' fees, whether ornot the Loans are closed
or funded.

6.16 Taxes., Charses and Liens. Timely file all tax and infomration refums and pay and discharge
when due all of its Indebtedness and obligations, includirrg, without limitation, all assessmenfs, taxes, governmenfal
charges, Ievies and liens, of every kind and nature, imposed upon Bonower or its propertiss, income, or profits,
prior to the date on which penalties or intercst would aftach or âccrue, and alt lawful claims that, if unpaid, might
become a lien or charge upon any of Borrower's properties, inconle, or profits; provided however, (i) Bonower
shall have the right to contest any Property Taxes with respect to the Collateral atd (ii) Bonower shall have the
right to contôst all other items so long as such contest (a) is made in good faith; {b) is diligently prosecuted to
completion; (c) shall not materially adversely affect the business operations, assets (including the Premises) or
condition (financial or otherwise) of Borrower or materially adversely affect Borrower's ability to perform its
obligations under the Loan Documents; and (d) shall not mate¡ially adversely affbct Lender's security interest ju or
the value of the Collateral. Borrower shall pay all giovemmental charges or taxes, including interest or penalties,
(except income, franchise or othcr similar taxes imposed on Lender) payable with respect to the existence, èxecution
or delivery of any of the Loan Documents by reason of any existing or future federal, state or local statute.

6.17 Performance of Contracts. Perform in all material respects all oblígations under atl contracts to
which it is a parry.

6.18 Title. Borrower shall at all times maintain, prÕtect and defend the rights, title and interest of
Bonower in the Collateral, and shall take all ¿ctions reasonably necessary to maintain the rights, privileges and
benefits of Borrower in connection with the Collateral. Borrower shall at all times p¡otect and defend the rights,
title and interest of Lender as secured party and lienor with respect to the Collateral against the claims of atl other
persons, and shall take all actions reasonably necessary to protect and defend the rights of Lender as holder of a
security interest in and assignment of the rights of Borrower in the Callateral.
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6.19 Covenants reearding the Co[ateral.

(a) Borrower shall keep, maintain and prescwe, and cause others to kecp, rnaintain and
preserve, the Collateral and all of Borrower's other properties (tangible and intangible) necessary or useful in the
proper conduct of its business irr good order, repair and conditic¡n at all times while this Agrrément remains in
effect, and pay when due all claims for work done on, or services rendered or material furnished in connection with
the Collateral so ¿ha1 no lien or encumbrance may evsr atfach to or be fÌled against the Collateral.

(b) Borrower hereby authorizes Lender to file Financing Statements, or alternatively, a cûpy
of this Agreement to perfect Lender's security interests; at Lender's request, additionally agree to sign-all other
documents that are necessary to perfect, protect, and continue Lender's securify i¡terests in the bollateral including,
making sure Lender is shown as the only security interest holder on fhe title covering the Collateral; pay all filing
fees, title transfer fecs, and other fees and costs involved unless prohibited by law oiunless Lender ii réquired by
law to pay such fees and costs; irrevocably appoint Lender to execute documents neressary to transfer title if there
is a default; and allow Lender to {ìle a copy of this Agreement as a Financing Statement.

(c) Borrower shall, without limiting the prohibitions on mergors involving Borrower confained
in this Agreement, not reincotporate or reorganize itself under the laws cf any jurisdiction othei than the jurisdiction
in which it is incorporated *s of the date here of without the prior written consent of Lender.

(d) Borrower shall promptly notify Lender in wrìting at Lender's address shown above (or
such other addresses as Lender rnay designate from time to time) prior to any: (i) change in Borrower's name; fi¡
change in Borrower's assumed business name(s); (iii) change in Borrower's principal office address; (iv) change in
Bon'ower's state of organization; or (v) conversion of Borrower to a new or different type of business entiry. No
change in Borrower's name or state of organization will take effeet until aftcr Le¡rder has received notice.

(e) Borrower shall, upon Lender's request, advise Lsnder of the exact location of all of the
Collatcral.

(Ð Borrower hereby acknowledges that it is nof authorized to le any amendment Õr
termination statement with respect to any financing slatenrent without the prior written consent of iender and agrees
that it will not do so without the prior written consent of Lender, subject to Be¡rrower's righfs under Sectiðn 9-
509(dX2) of the UCC, or any sucçessor provision of the UCC.

6.20 Furthgr Assurances. Borrower shall at all times defend its interest in the Collaferal against all
persons and all claims and demands whatsoevcr, and shall, upon requcst of LEnder: (l) fumish, rx*cut* and/or
deliver, as appropriate, such fur-ther assurance of title and additional documents regarding the Collateral and
Lender's security interests therein as Lender may fiom time to time reasonably request; and (2) do any other act
Lender determines necessary to effechratc the purposes and provisions of this Agreement and the other Lo¿n
Documents, or as required by law or otherwise in order to perfect, preserve, maintain or continue the security
interests of Lender in the Collateral.

6.21 Operatiops. Borrower shall maintain executive and management personnel with substantially the
same qualificatiolts and experience as the prss€nt executive and management personnel, provide written noticc tû
Lender of any change in executive and management personnel within ten (10) days of obtaining knowledge of such
change and conduct its business affairs in a reasonable and prudent manner.

6.22 Environmentat Studies. Borower shall promptly conduct and complete, at Borrower's expense,
all such investigations, sfudies, samplings and testings as may be requested by Lender or any gor/ernmental authority
rslative to eny substance, or any wf¡ste Õr by-product cf any substancc defined as or reasonably believed to be a
Flazardous Substance at or affecting the Collateral or any other property or any facility owned, leased or used by
Borrower.
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6.23 Comnliance rryith Governmental Requfrements. Borrower shall observe and conlply in all
material respects with all laws, ordinances, and regulations, now or hereafler in effect, of all governmental
authorities applicable to Bonower and its properties, businesses and operations, and to the use or occupancy of tlie
Collateral.

6.24 Insnection. Borrower shall pemrit employees or agents of Lender at any reasonable time to inspect
the Collateral lbr the Loans wherever located and Borrower's other properties and to examine or audit Borrower's
books, ¿ccounts, and records and to rnake copies and memoranda ofBorrower's books, accounts, and records. If
Borrower now or at any time hereafter maintains any records (including without limitation computer generated
records and computer softwarc programs for the generation of such records) in the possession of a third party,
Börrower, upÕn request of Lender, shall noti$' such party to permit Lender free access to such records at all
reasonable times and to provide Lender with copies of any records it may request, all ¿t Borrower'$ expense.

6,25 Environmental Compliance and Reporfs. Borrower shall observe and comply in all respects
with any and all Environmental Laws; not cause or permit to exist, as a result of an intentional or unintcntional
action or omission on Borower's part or on the part of any third pal1, on or with respect to the Collateral or any
other property owned andlor occupied by Bonower, any environmenfal activity where damage may result to the
envíronment, unless such environmental activiry is pursuant to and in compliance with the conditions of a permit
issued by the appropriate federal, state or local governmental authorities; and shall furnish to Lender promptly and
in any cvent within thirty (30) days after receipt thereof a copy of any notice, sunlmons, lien, citation, directive,
Iefter or ofher commulication fron any governnrental agency or instrumentality concerning any intentional or
unintentional action or omission on Borrower's part in connection with any environmental activify whether or not
there is damage to the onvironrnent and/or other n¿tural resources.

6.26 Divestiture of Collateral. Except for dispositions or transfers of personal property with a value
of less than Five Th¡¡usand and 00/100 Dollars ($5,000.û0) occurring in the ordinary course of Borrower's business,
Borrower acknowledges and agrees that no Collateral covered by any security interests granted under the Loan
Documents may be transferred, abandoned, deskoyed, sold, leased, assigned, disposed of or otherwise divested by
Borrower without the prior written consônt of Lender unless, with respect only to personal properfy, Borrower shall
concurrently replace such Collateral with similar properly of equivalent v¿lue on which Lender has a valid fîrst,
second or third lien, as applicable. Collateral which Ëorrower remoyes from the Premises without Lender's prior
written consent shall not be released from Lender's security interests.

6.7'7 Additional Assurances. Borrower shall make, execute and deliver to Lender such promissory
notes, mortgages, deeds of trust, securify agreements, assignments, fi.nancing statrments, instrunents, documents
and other agreements as Lender or its attomeys may reasonably request to evidence and secure the Loans and to
perfect all securify interest of Lender in the Collateral,

6.28 Permits. Reports. Etc. Borrower shall also keep and maintain in full force and efibct all permits
and approvals by any Govemmental Authority necessary for the ownership, operation and leasing of the Collateral,

6.29 f&eserved.l

6.30 Reserve4çç-guuts,

(a) Replacement Reserve Account. The Replacement Reserve Account shall be fi"rnded no
later than the fifth (5th) anniversary of the Closing Date and continuing thereafter until the Loans have been
inevocably repaid in full. Borrower shall make monthly contributions into the Replacement Reserve Account on
thc first ( I 'r) day of each calendar monfh following funding of said account in an anrount e qual $0.û 125 per square
foot of the Premises. The monthly contribution is currently estimated to be $1,015,88, The funds in Replacement
Reserve ,A.ccount shall be used for replacement and repairs required to be made to the Premises and for any other
work approved by Lender. On or before the fifih (5'h) anniversary of the Closing Date, Borrower shall câuse a
property inspection to be performed on the Premises, and a report (the "Property Condition Reporf") of such
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inspection 1o be prepared, by å contractor satisfactory to Lender in its sole discretion. From and after thc date of
such PropeÍy Corrdition Report, Borrower shall adjust the amount of the monthly contributions into the
Replacement Reserve Account to reflect the recommendations co¡ltained in the Property Condition Report, Lender
shall make disbursements from the Replacemenl Reserve Account as requested by Borrower and ãpproved by
Lender in its sole discretion, no more frequently than once in any thirty (3CI) day period, upon delivery by Bono*e.
of Leuder's standard form of draw request accompanied by copics of paid invoices for the amounts iequested and,
if required by Lender fbr requests in excess of Ten Thousand and Noll00 Dollars ($t0,000.00) for a iingle item,
lien waivers, and releases from all parties firrnishing materials andlor services in connection with the rãquested
payment. Lender may require an inspecfion of the Prernises at Borrower's expense prior to making a disbursement
in order to verifu completion of replacements and repairs of iter¡s in excess of Ten Thousand and No/1$CI Dollars
($10,000,00) for which reimbursement is sought. The Replacement Reserve Account shall be controlled and
administered by Lender. Until expended or applied as provided above, funds on deposit in the Replacement Reserve
Account shall constitute additional security for the Loans. The depletion of the Replacement Reserve Account shall
not relieve Borrower of its obligations with rcspeçt to maintenance and repair of the Premises as providetl for in
this Agreement, Upon repayment of tho Loans in full and fulfillment by Borrower of all of its obiigations under
fhs documents evidencing fhe Loans, all funds remaining irr the Replacsment Reserve Accouni shall be released to
Borrower.

(b) Debt Seryice Reserve Accoult. At Closing, the Debt Service Reserve Account shall be
fi:nded in an amount equal to 5276,645.18. At any time while the Loans remain outstanding, ail amounf equal to
no less than six (6) months of paynrents of principal and interest on the Loans (the "Minimum Debt Sãrvice
Reserve Amount") shall be maintained in the Debl Servi{re Reserve Account. Funds from the Debt Senricc Reserve
Account may be released and used by Lender to cure an Event of Defbult, including a payment default under any
of the Loan l)ocuments. Upon withdrawal of fnnds from the Debt Sen'ice Reserve Account, Lendcr shall noti$,
Borrowçr of such withdrawal, including tho amount withdrawn, the reason for the withdrawal and the amou¡rt of
funds, if any, that are required 1o be deposited into the Debt Service Reserve Account to bring the total in the Þebt
Servise Reserve Account to at least the requircd Minimum Ðebt Service Reserye Amount. Borower shall have
lhirty (30) days to replenish or câuse to be replenished any withdrawn funds fiom the Debt Service Reserve Accsunt
so that the total amount of funds in such arcount shall not be less than the Minirnum Debt Service Reserve Amount.
Failure to replenish thc DEbt Service Reserve Account shall result in an Event of Þefault under the Loans. Until
expended or applied as above provided, funds on deposit in the Debt Service Reserve Account shall constitute
additional securibz for the Loans. The depletion of the Debt Service Reserve Account shall not relicve Borrower of
its obligations, including its obligation to pay principal and/or interest on the Loans, as and when such payments
are due. Upon repayment of the Loans in full and fulfîllmenr of Borrower of all of its other CIbligations, all of the
funds remaining in the Debt Service Reserve Account shall be released to Borrower.

6.31 Public School Asree"m.e,pt. Borrower shall cause the Premises to be operated pursuant to the
Public School Agreement and Borowcr shall:

(a) promptly perform and/ar observe (or cause to be performed and/or observed) all of the
covenants and agreements required to be performed and observed by it under the Public School Agreemenf alld do
all things necessary to preserve and to keep unimpaired its material rights thereunder;

(b) promptly notily Lender of any default or notice of non-compliancc received or delivered
in connection"wjth the Public School Agreement;

(c) prornptly deliver to Lender a copy of each financial statement, business plan, capital
expenditures plan, properry improvemenl plan and any other notice, reporl and estimate delivered or received by it
under the Public School Agreement; and

(d) indemnify and hold tender harmless from and against all claims or liabilíties in any way
arising in connection with the Public School Agreement.
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é.32 Assurancc of Covernmental Anurovals. Borrower shall obtain and ntaintain all federal, state and
Iocal governmental approvals required by law to be obtained by Bonower with respect to Borrower's repayment of
the Loans, granting of the Mortgage and security interests in the Premi$es, and the other transactions contemplated
under the Loan Documents.

WI. NEG.dTIVE COVñNANTS, Borrower covenants and agrees with Lender that untilpayment in full of all
amounts outstauding under the Loan Documents and satisfaction of all other Obligations, Borrower shall comply
with the following negative covenants:

7.1 Othqr. Indebtedness. Without the prior express written consent of Lender, Borrower will not
create, incur, assume, guarantee, permit to exist, Õr otherwise becoms directly or indirectly liable for any
Indebtedness, except Permitted Indebtedness. Borrower will not dispose, with or without recourse, of any accounts
or notes receivable or any sums due or to become due except for fair value in the ordinary course of business.

7.2 F urther Encumbr¿nces. Liens. Etc. Other than Permitted Liens specifically contemplated by this
Agreement, Bonower shall not: (1) create, incur, as$ume, or permit to exist any lien upon the Collateral; (2) sell,
convey, transfer, lease, assign, pledge or otherwise dispose of the Collateral or any interest it may now or hereafter
have in the Collateral except, with respect only to personal property, in the ordinary rourso of business or in
connection with the replacement of Collateral with property having equal cr greater value; (3) do or pem:it anything
to impair the security or value of the Collateral; or (4) suffer or permit any lien, attachment or encumbrance that is
created with respect to the Collateral to renrain unpaid, undischarged, unbonded err undismissed for a period of
thirfy (30) days. Unless waived by Lender, all proceeds from any disposition of the Collateral (for whatever reason)
sh¿ll be held in trust for Lender and shall not be commingled with any other funds; provided, however, this
requirement shall not constifute consent by Lender to any sale or other disposition" Upon receipto Borrowcr shall
immediately deliver any such proceeds to Lender. Borrower shall have the right to contest all other liens so long as
such contest: (a) is made in good faith; þ) is diligenfly prosecuted to completion; (c) shall not materially adversely
aftbct the business operations, assets or condition (financial or otherwise) of Borrower or materially adversely affect
Borrower's ability to perform its obligations under the Loan Documents; and (d) shall not materially and adversely
affect Lender's security interest in or the value of the Collateral.

?,3 Continuitv of Onerations. Bon'ower shall not (l) engage in any business actívities substantially
different than those in which Borrower is presently engaged, (2) cease operations, liquidate, dissolve, or acquire
any other entity tr change its name, (3) make any distributior: with respect to any capital acçount, whethei by
reduction of capital or otherwise, or (4) suffcr or permit any sale, assignment or other change or transfer of legal or
benefÏcial equity interest i¡r Borrower or suffer or permit the issuance, sale, merger, consolidation, transfer, pledge,
assignment or disposition of any membership, equity or other direct or indirect ownership interest of Borrower.

7 .4 Loans a{d Açquisitions and Gusranties. Borrower shall not ( I ) loan, invesf in, extend credit or
advance mûney or assets to any other person, enterprise or entity, (2) purchase, create or acquire any interest in any
other enterprise or entity, or (3) except as provided in Section ?.13 below, incur any obligation as surety or
guarantor, in each case ather than in the ordinary course ofbusiness.

7.5 Limitation-on Contiqgent Liabilities. Borrower wilt not guarantee or otherwise become directly
or indirectly responsible (including under an agreement to purchase any obligations, stock, assets, goods or services
or to supply or advance any funds, assets, goods or services) for any Indebtedness or other obligation ofany person,
except: (i) by endorsement, in the ordinary course of collection, of negotiable instruments; or (ii) in the ordinary
course of Borrower's businsss (subject to any limitations sct fCIdh in this Agreement), provided that such
sndorsenrent or incurring such obligation in the ordinary course of Borrower's business would not materially
adversely affect the Collateral or Borrower's ability to repay the Loans or perform its obligations under this
Agreement or any other Loan Documents.

7.6 Açcuisition or Sale of Business¡ lVlerser or Consolidation. Borrowershall not: (1) acquire all
or substantially all of the asssts orbusiness of any ofher Person; (2) liquidate, dissolve, lnerge or consolidate, or
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begin any proceedings lo do so; ûr {3) except as otherwise spccifically permitted pursuant lo the tenns and
conditions of the Loan Documents, sell, le ase, assign or transfer any substantial parl of its business or assets! or any
assets (including in sale-leaseback transactions) unless in the ordinary course ofbusiness and thc assels included
aro nÕt necessary f¡:r its busjness as conducted prior to such transfer.

7.7 Affect Riehts of Lender. Borrower shall not at any time do or perform any aêt or pennit any act
to be perfbrmed that would be contrary to the interests or rights of Lsnder under any of the Loan Documents.

7.8 Asreements. Borrower shall not enter into âny agreement containing any provisions which would
be violated or breached by the performance of Borrower's obligafions under this Agreement or in connection
herewith.

7,9 No ManasementJees. Borrower shall not pay orpermit to be paid any managentent or other
similar fees in connection with the Collatcrai to Borrower or any Affiliate of Bonower unless each of the following
are satistied: (i) such mânâgement or other lbe is at a competitive, market rate as charged by independent third
parlies for the sante type of services rendered; and (ii) such management or other fee is paid only for services
actually performed" In addition, any such management fees shall be subordinate to the Loans.

lJA Pav{nqnts. Following any Event of Defuult, Borrower shall rrot, without Lcnder's prior written
cotlsent, declare or pây any dividends, fecs, expenses or other sums, or make any distributions in cash or assets to
any equity holder, or other person or entity or enterprise directly or indirectly owned ín whole or in part by any
equity holder, or make any loan, salary advance or other payment to any equity holder or other entity or enterprise
directly or indirectly owned in whole or in part by any equity holder.

7.ll Orsanizational Documents. l[ithout the prior wriften consent of Lender, permit the amendmenl
or other modification of Borrower's Bylaws.

7.12 Impairment of Collateral. Without the prior written consent of Lender, Borrower sh¿llnor make
any further assignment, pledge or disposition of any of the Collateral, or do orpermit anything to impair the security
or value of the Collateral.

7.13 Additionsl LÍability Cap. Borrower may incur additional indebtedness, liabilities or obligations
in the ordinary cûurse of business, without the prior written çonsent of Lender, up fo a total maximum amount of
One Hundred Thousand and û01100 Dollars (S100,000.00) (the "AddÌtional Liability Cap").Except as provided
below with respect to the Michigan Finance Authority State Aid Note Loan Program, the prior written consent of
Lender shall be required iR connection with all addition¿l indebtedness, liabilities and obligations in excess of the
Additional Liability Cap; provided, however, that Lender shall not uffeasonably withhold its consent to such
additional indebtedness provided that Borower has submitted evidence satisfactory to Lender that such additional
indebtedness shall not eause Borrower to violate or default under any of the financial covenants set forth in the
Loan Documents. Borower nray continue to participate in the Michigan Finance Aufhority State Aid Note Loan
Program for an annual amount up to Five Hundred Seventy Thousand ¿nd 00/100 Dollars ($570,000.0û) without
the prior written consent of Lender. ln order to apply for any âmount above Five Hundred Seventy Thousand and
001100 Dollars ($570,000.CI0), the prior wriften consent of tendcr would be required, which çonsent shall not be
unreasonably withheld. conditioned or delayed, prcvided that the fin¿ncial coveñants set fonh in this Agreement
will not be violated due to such increased amount.

7.14 Man¿eement. Borrower shall noti$r Lender in writing of any change in the composition of its
manâgement teâm, and its board of ditectors, board of managers or other similar govemance body, within ten ( I 0)
days ofbeconring aware ofsuch change.

1.15 Construction. V/ithout the prior written consent of Lender, Borrower shall not permit any
construction or improvements on thc Premises.
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7,16 |toan Purpgsq, Borower shall not use the proceeds of the Loans for äny purposc exprsssly
prohibited by Section 2.

7.17 Operation of the Prçmises. Borrower shall not, without Lender's prior written consent: (a)
surrendor, terminate or cancel the Public School Agreement; (b) reduce or consent to the reduction of the term of
the Public School Agreement; or (c) otherwise rnodify, change, supplement, alter or amend, or waive or releasÊ aily
of its rights and remcdies under the Public School Agreement in any material re$pect.

vtrr. ÍRESERVEÐ|.

IX. LENÐßR'S EXPENDITUR.ES. If any action or proceeding is commenced that would materially afïect
Lender's interest in the Collateral or if Bonower fails to comply with or perform any Obligations, Lender, on
Borrower's behall may (but shall not be obligated to) take any action thal Lender cleems appropriare, including,
discharging or paying all taxes, liens, securily interests, encumbrances and otlrer claims at arry time levied or placed
on the Collater¿l and paying all costs for insuring, maintaining and preserving the Collateral. All such expenditures
incurred or paid by Lender for such purposes will then bear interest ât the rate charged under thc Notes from the
date incurred or paid by Lendcr to the date of repayment by Borrower. All such expenses will beccme a part of the
Obligations and, at Lender's option, will: (a) be payable on demand; (b) be added to the balance of the Nores and
be apportioned among and be payable with any installment payments ts become due during the remnining term of
the Notcs; or (c) be treated as a balloon payment which will be due and payable ar the applicable Notes' maturity.

x. IRESERVED.I

XI. RIGHT TO POSSASSION OF COLLATBRÀL. Until an Event of Default, Borrower may have
possession of the tangible personal propefiy and beneficial use of the Collaterai and may use the Collateral in any
lawful ntanncr not inconsistent with this Agreement or the othsr Loan Documents, provided that Borrower's right
to possession and beneficial use shall not apply to any Collateral where the possession thereof by Lender is required
by law to perfect Lender's security interests therein. If Lerder at any time has possession of any Collateral, whether
befnre or afler an Event of Default, Lender shall be deemed to have exercised reasonable care in the custody and
preservation ofsuch Collateral ifLender takes such action for that purpose as Borrower shall request or as Lender,
in Lender's sole discretion, shall deem appropriate urdcr fhe circumstances, but failure to honor any rcquest by
Bonower shall not of itself be deemed to be a f'ailure to exercise reasonable care. Lender shall not be required to
lake any steps necessary to preserve any rights in the Collateral against prior partics, nor to proteÇt, preselve or
maintain any securily interest given to $ocure the Obligations.

XII. DEFAULT. Any of the following events or conditions shall constifute a default under this Agreement and
any olhçr Loan Document ("Event of Defrult") :

l2.l Pavment Default. Borrower fails to make any instatlment of interesf orprincipal within ten (10)
days afler the same become.s due hercunder or under any of the otl¡er Loan Docurnents.

12.2 Other P4y4,ngnt Defaults. Borrower fails fo rnake any other payment (other than paynrents
referred to in Section 12.1 above) within ten (10) days after written notice from Lender,

123 Other Defaults. Borrower fails to comply with or tc perforn: any other Obligation, covenant or
condition contained in this Agreement or in any of the other Loan Documents or fo comply with or to perform any
obligation, covenant or condition contained in any other agreement between Lender and Borrower and any such
failure continues for a period of thirty (30) days afïer written notice from Lender.

12,4 Default in Favor Sf Third P¡rties. Borrower defaults under any loan, extÇnsion of credit, security
agreeurert, purchase or sales agreement, or any other agreement, in favor of any other creditor or person that uay
materially affect any of Borrower's property or Borrower's ability to repay thc Loans or perfbrm its obligations
under this Agreement or any of the othsr Loan Documents,
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12,5 False Statements. Any warranty, rcpresentation or stâtement madc in any Loan Document or
fumished to Lender by Borrower in any ceffificate, document, opínion o¡ fînancial or other statement or on
Borrower's behalf u:rder this Agreement or the other Loan DocumEnts al any timc is false or misleading in any
material respect, either now or at the time nrads or furnìshed or becomes false or misleading at any time thereafter.

12'6 Failure to Pav or Perform. Borrower shall: (i) faii to pay any Indebtedness, or any interest or
premirun thereon, when due after taking into account any applicable grace or cr¡re periods (whether by scheduled
maturify, required prepayment, acceleration, demand, or otherwise); or (ii) fail to perform or observe any term,
covenant, or condition on its part to be perfonned or observed under any agreement or instrument relating to any
such Indebtedness, when required to be performed or observed after taking into account any applicable grace r:r
cure periods, if the effect of such failure to perform or observe is to accelerate, or to permit the acceleration after
the giving of no{ice or passage of time, or both, of the maturiry of such IndebtEdness, whether or not such failure to
peribrm or observe shall be waived by the holder ofsuch Indebtedness; or any such Indebtedness shall be declared
to be due and payable, or required to be prepaid (other than by a regularly scheduled required prepayment), prior to
the stated mafuriq, thereof.

l2'7 Dissolution. Insolvencv. Bankruntcy. Borrower: (i) shall be unable to, or shall ¿dmit in writing
its inability to pay its debts as such debts become due; (ii) shall make an assignment for the benefit of creditors,
petition or apply tû any tribunal for lhe appointment of a custodian, receiver, or tn¡stee for it or a substantial part of
its assets; (iii) shall commence any proceeding under any Bankruptcy, reorganizalion arrangements, readjustment
nf debt, dissolufion, or liquidation law or statute of any jurisdiction, whether now or hereafter itr effect; {iv) shall
have any such petition or application filed or any such proceeding commenced against it in which an order for relief
is entered or adjudication or appointment is made and which remains undismissed for a period of ninety (90) days
or more; (v) by any act or omission shall indicate its consent to, approval of; or acquiescence in any such petition,
application, or proceeding, or order for relie{ or the appointment of a custodian, receiver, or truslee for all or any
substantial part cfits properties; or (vi) shall suffer any such custodianship, receivership, or trustee*hip to continue
undischarged for a period of sixty (60) days or more.

f 2.8 Defectivq Coll¿terslization. This Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents ceases to be in
full force and effect (including failure of any collateral doeument to creafe a valid and perfected security interest or
lien) at any time and for åny reason.

12.9 Crçditor or Forfelture Proceedinqs. Conmrencement of forsclosure or forfeiture proceedíngs,
whether by judicial proceeding, self-help, repossession or any other method,by any creditor of Borrower or by any
governmental agency against any of the Collateral. This includes a garnishment of any of Borrower's ôccounts,
including deposit accounts, with Lender. However, this Event of Default shall not apply if there is a good faith
dispute by Bonower as to tho validity or reasonableness of the claim that is the basis of the creditor or forfeifurc
proceeding and if Borrower gives Lender written notice of the creditor or forfeiture proceeding and doposits with
Lender monies or a surety bond for the creditor or forf'eiture proceeding, in an amount determined by Lender, in its
sole discretion, as being an adequate reservc or bond for the dispute"

l2.l0 Enioined from Operating Business. Borrower shall be enjoined, restrained or in any way
prevented by court order from conducting all or a substantial part ofits business, and such proceeding or injunctiorr
shall not be stayed or dismissed within ninety (90) days from the date of entry of such injunction or other fomr of
restriction.

l2.ll Monev,Judsment. There is entered against Borrower a final judgment o¡ order for the payriìent
of money in an aggregate amount exceeding Ten Thousand and 001100 Dollars ($10,û0û.00) (to the extent not
covered by independent third-party insurance as to which the insurer has bcen notificd of such judgment or order
and does not deny coverage) and there is a period of ninety (90) consecutive days during which a stay of enforcement
of such judgment, by reason of a pending appeal or otherwise, is not in effect"

Page 26

Schedule 6-49 West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science



Loa¡ Nos: 375513500 & 3755¡3ó00

12,12 Þissolution of Borrower. Borrower shall dissolve, or any Person shall commence any action or
proceeding which seeks as ons of its remedies the dissolution of Borrower and such action or pro"""àing is not
dismissed within one hundred rlvenry (120) days.

12.13 Adverse Change. A materialadverse change occurs in Borrower's financial condition.

12.14 Lender's Entry. If Lender or Lender's agents are nÕt permitted to €nter upon andlor inspect the
collateral, during normal business hours with reasonable advance notice.

12'15 Lien. The filing of any lien against the Premises or any part thereûf \ryithout discharge (by payment
or bonding over pursuant to applicable law) or satisfaction thereof or provision therefo,r satistàctory to Lender in
accordance with the terms hereo{ including in all events, affirnrative coverage by the Title Company, within thirty
(30) days from the dato that Borrower has notice (from any source) of any such filing.

12.16 Casualtv. If the Premises, in the sole judgment of Lender, shall be materially injured or destroyed
by fire or other casualty or a taking shall have occurred such that Lender reasonably determines that the Premises
cannot be completed or repaired or replaced within a reasonabte period, or that the Loan Proceeds not yet advanced
(pìus any insurance proceeds payable as a result of such fîre or casualry and all amounts paid to Lender by Borrower
pursuant to the terms hereo{ excluding amounts paid as interest on the Notes) are insufficient to complete, repair
or replace the Improvements and pay all expenses in corrnection therewith.

12.17 Oneration of Public School Acadqmv. The prohibition, enjoining or intemrption of Borrower's
right to operafe or use the Project as a public school academy for a continuous period of more than thirty (30) days.

12.18 Public School Asreemenl!. The ocourrence of any default or event of default under the Public
School Agreement, permit, and/or license necsssary for Borrower to operate the Premises ¿ls a public school
academy (if the same is not cured within any applicable cure period), the termination or non-renewal of the Public
School Agreement, or the replacement of the Publie School Agreement if its term ends prior to the Maturity Date
unless such replacement Public School Agreement is on terms and conditions reasonably acceptable to Lender.

12,19 Cross-Defautt. The Loans are cross-defaulted so fha{ if there is a default under any of the loans
described herein it shall be considered a default under all ofthe Loans.

XilI. AEMEDIES.

I3.f RemedÍes. Upon the oçcurrenco of any Event of Defkult, Lender may, at its option: (i) declare all
sums of interest and principal rcmaining outstanding on the Loans and all other sums outstanding under or in respect
of this Agreement or any other Loan Document to be inmcdiately due and payable, without notice of default,
presentment, demand, protcst, or further notice of any kind, all of which are hereby expressly waived by Bonower;
(ii) exercise any additional right or remedy which Lendcr may have under this Agreement or any othsr Loan
f)oeument; and (iii) exercise any additional right or remedy which Lender may have at law or in equity.

13.2 Borroweros ObligaÉion to Give Notice of Event of Def¿ult. Borrower shall give written noticc
to Lender of the occurrence of any Ëvent of Default or the existence of any event which would, with the passage of
time or giving of notice or both, constitutç an Event of Default hercunder irnmediately after discovery of any such
event.

13.3 4ll Rislfs and Remedies. Lender shall have alì the rights and rernedies provided in the other Loan
Documents or available at law, in equiry, or otherwise.

13,4 Default Rate, After matwity of the Loans by acceleration or othenpise, Borrower shall pay interest
at the Default Rate.
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13.5 Lender's Cure Rishtg. Lender shall have the right (but shall have no obligation) at any rime t<r

take in its name or in the name of Borrower such action as Lender detemrine is necessa¡y or advisable to cure any
def¿ult to protect the rights of Borrower or Lender thereunder, or to receive and satisfy the requirements thereof.
Lender shall incur no liability if any action so taken shall prove to be inadequate or invalid, and Borrowe¡ hereby
indemnifies, holds hamless and âgrees to defend Lender from and against any loss, rost, liability or expense
(including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenscs) incurred in co¡rnection with any such acfion. Lendei may
advance funds for any of the purposes described in this Section 13.5, and such advancesr even if in excess of the
amount of the Loans, shall be payable to Lender on demand and shall be sccured by the Loan Ðocuments.

13.6 Eisht to Advance or Pqst,nItqds. lVhere disputes have arisen which, in the good faith and
reasonable opinion of Lender, may endanger fulfîllment of any condition precedent or tkeaten defáult hereunder,
Lender rnay, without Borrower's approval, but after written notice to Borrower, agïee to advance fi¡nds for the
Premises; provided, that, prior notice io Borrower shall not bo required if Lender's Collaferal is threatened or in the
event of an emergency. Such agreement or agreements may take the foryn which Lender deem proper, including,
but without limiting the generality of the foregoing agreements, to inden:nify a title insurer againsr poisible assertion
of lien claims in the event Borrower is unable or unwilling to pay the same, and the like. Bórrower agrees to
reimburse Lender for all sums paid or agreed to be paid pursuant to such undertakings with interest at the befault
Rate from the clate of payment until date of reimbursement and any sums so advanced shall be secured by the Loan
Documents.

t3.7 Rer,nedies are CumulatÍve. All remedies provided for hcrein are cumulative and shall be in
addition to any and all other rights and remedies provided by law, including banksr's lien and right of offset. The
exercise of any right or remedy by Lender hereunder shall not in any way constifute a curo or waiver of default
hereunder or under the Mortgage or invalidate any âct done pursuant to åny notice of default or prejudice Lender
in ¡he exercise of any of their rights hereunder or under the Loan Documents, unless in the exercise of said rights,
Lender realize all amounfs owed under the Nofes, the other Loan Documents and hereunder.

l3'8 Right of Contest. Borrower shall have the right to contest in good faith any elaim, demand, levy
or assessment, the assertion of which would constitufe an Event of Defautt hereunder. Any such contests shall be
prosecuted diligently and in a manner which does not prejudice Lendcr hereunder. Upon written demand by Lender,
Borrower shall make suitable provisions by deposit of funds or by bond satisfactory fo Lender for the possibility
that the contest will be unsuccessful. Such provision shall be mads within ten (10) business days after writtcn
demand therEfbr and if made by deposit of funds, the amount so deposited shall be disbursed in accordance with
the resolution of the cûntest either to Borrower or the adverse claimant.

13"9 lVaiver of Certain Laws. To the exlent permitted by applicable law, Borrower hereby agrees to
waive and does hereby absolutely and irrevocably waives and relinquishes the benefit and advantage of the doctrine
of marshalling, any non-judicial valuation, stay, appraisemsnt, extension or right to a judicial hearing prior to
foreclosure, pursuånt to statute and case made and provided, now existing or which may herealler exisf, which but
for this provision, might be applicable to any sale made under the judgment, order or decrec or any courJ, or
otherwise, based on any promissory note or toan Documents contemplated hereby or on ¿ny claim for interest on
the promissnry note or on any securify interest conlemplated by this Agreement.

13.10 Receiver. Upon the occurrçnce of an Event of Default, Lender shall be entitlcd, upon written notice
to Borrower, but without contest and completely without regard to the adequacy of any seeurity for the debt, to the
appointmenl of a receiver of the Premises, inclusive of thc Premises and of the rents and profîts de¡ived therefrom;
provided, however, Bomower shall have thirfy (30) days after writ¡en notice from Lender to cure such Event of
Default prior to Lender seeking the appointment of a receiver. This appoinlment shall be in addition to any orher
rights, relief or remedies afforded Lender. Suclr receiver, in addition to any other rights to which it shall be entitled.
may exercise the rights granted herein to Lendcr under this Sectíon 13, and shalt be authorized to sell, forecloss or
complete forsclosure on all mortgages and securiry interests contemplated by this Agreement for the benefit of
Lender pursuant to provisions of applicablc Michigan real property law and the UCC. Tn the event of any deficiency,
Borrower shall remain liable therefor.
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13.11 AddifionalRemedies. Lendershallhaveallrightsütdren:ediesofasecuredparryundertheUCC,
including without limitation, the right without demand or notice to Borrower, to collect, receive or tukr possession
of the Collateral or any part thereof. Borrower shall be liable firr, and shall pay on demand, all expenses áf retaking,
holding, preparing for sale, sale, or the like, and all reasonable altcnreys' fees and other expenses lncuged by Lender
in connection with the collection of the obligations and the enforcement of Lendefs rights under tirc Loan
l)ocuments, all of whiuh expenses and fecs shall constitutc additional obligations secured by the Loan Documents.
Borrower will execute and deliver, ûr cause lo be executed and delivered, such instruments, documônts,
assignments, waivers, certificates and affidavits and supply or côuse to be supplied such fuither information and
take such âction as Lcnder shall require in connection with such sale.

13.12 All Rishts and Remedies. Lender shall have all the rights and remedies provided in the other
Loan Documonts or available at law, in equity, or otherwise.

13.f3 Eleetion of Remedies. Except as may be prohibited by applicable law, all of Lender's rights and
remedies shall be cumulative and may be exercised singularly or concu¡ïently. Election by Lender to pursue any
renredy shall nol exclude the pursuit of any other remedy, and an elsction to make expenditures ûr to take action to
perform an obligation sf Borrower shall not af fect Lender's right to declare a def¿ult and to exercise its rights and
remedies. Lender shall have full recourse to the assets of Borrowcr in the enforcament of the Loans

XIV. WÀTVER OF JURY TRIAL. TO THE MAXIMUM EXI'ENT PERMITTED BY LA\ry, BORROTVER
AND LENDER ãACH WAIVE THEIR RËSPECTIVE RIGHTS TO A TRIAL BY ruRY OF ANY CLAIM OR
CAUSE OF ACTTON BASED UPON OR ARISINC OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS AGREEMËNT, ANY OF
THE OTFTER LOAN DOCUMENTS, OR THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED HEREBY OR THEREBY,
ÏN ANY ACTION, PROCËEDING CIR OTHER LITIGATION OF ANY TYPE BROUCHT BY ANY OF THE
PARTIES AGAINST ANY OTHER PARTY OR PARTTES, WÍ.IETHER TVITH RESFECT TO CONTRACT
CLATMS, TORT CLAIMS, OR OTHERWISE. BCIRROWER AND LËNDËR EACH AGREE THAT ANY
SUCH CLAIM OR CAUSE OF ACTION SHALL BE TRIED BY A COURT TRIAL WITHOUT A JURY.
WITHOUT LIMITTNG THE FOREGOING, THE PÁ,RTIES FURTHER AGREE THAT THETR RËSPECTÌVE
RIGHT TO A TzuAT BY ruRY IS V/AIVED BY OPBRATION OF THIS SECTION AS TO ANY ACTION,
COLINTERCLAIM OR OTHBR PROCEEDING \IVHICH SEEKS,IN WHOLE CIR TN PART, TO CHALLENGE
rHE VALIDITY OR ENFORCEABTLITY OF THIS AGREEMENT OR ANY OF THE OTHER LOAN
DOCUMENTS OR ANY PROVTSION HEREOF CIR THERTOF. THIS WAIVER SHATL APPLY TO ANY
SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS, RENEWALS, SUPPLEMENTS OR MODTFICATIONS TO THIS
AGREEMENT OR ANY OF THE OTHER LOAN DOCUMËNTS. A COPY OF ïHIS SH,CTION XMì{,ly
BE TILED \ryITH ANY COURT AS WRITTEN EVIÐENCE OF THT \ry.4.IVER OF THE RIGHT TO
TRIAL BY JURY ANÐ CONSENT TO TRIAL BY COURT. THTS SECTION XIV MAY NOT BE,
AMENDED, MODIFIED, TAAMTNATED OR WAIVED EXCNPT BY A \ryRITING WHICH MAKES
SPECTFIC REFERENCA TO THIS SECTION XIV.

XV. \ryAMR OF RIGHT OF OFFSET. Borrower hereby acknowledges and agrees that no portion of the
indebtedness evidenced by the Notes or any other Obligations payable by Borrower pursuant to any of the Loan
Documents shall be or bc dse¡ned to be offset or compensated by all or any part of any claim, cause of action,
counterclaim, or cross-claim, whether liquidated or unliquidated rvhich Borrower or any Affiliate thereof has, may
have or claim to have against Lcnder.

XVI. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES. Neithcr this Agreement nor any of the other Loan Þocumenrs is
intended tû create any relationship between (a) Lender and ft) Borrower, except as specificaily stated herein or in
the other Loan Docurnents, änd Lender does not assume alld shall not have a fiduciary duty to Borrower.

XWI. PROCESS SERVICE. All parties hcreto agree that process may be seryed upon any party hereto by hand
delivery, by certified or registered mail, return receipt roquested or by overnight courier that provides written
conñrmation of receipt, directed to such pôrty at its last known address, and cach ¡rarty waives any defcnse of
insufficiency of service with respecl tr process so served,

Page29

Schedule 6-52 West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science



Loan Nos; 375513J00 & 3755¡3600

XUII. STATE TAX' Borowcr agree$ that id dur.ing the tsrm of fhe Loans the State of Michigan (the "State")
imposes or assesses against Lender any fees or faxes, including, without lirnitation, financial institutions excise tax,
or franchise, gross receipts or other similar tax (collectively, the "Tâx') based upon Lender's status as an out-oÊ' state financial institution, unincorporated business association and/or the like doing businéss in the State solely as
a result of making the l,oans, Borrower shall pay an amount equal to such Tax to Lender upon presentation by
Lender of documentation evidencing the assessment of such Tax against Lender and the amount thereof. Upon
payment of such ântount, Borrower shall have the right (but not the obligation) at its sole cost and expense and with
counsel of its choosing to appeal the inrposition of any Tax on Lender, and shall bc entitled 10 anyiefunds of Tax
paid by Borrower to Lender as a resull of any appeal whether or not initiated by Borrower. Le¡der hereby ¿rgrees
to r4ake a good fäith effort to provide Borrower with such information as is commercially reasonable for Lender to
provide in connection with any appeal (a11 of which shall be at Borower's sole cost and expense).

XIX. INDEMNIFIC,ATION. Borrower hereby indemnifies, defends, and holds Lender, its A,ffiliates, and their
officers, directors, trustees, members, manâgers and agents (each an "Indemnified Par$') hanrrless for, from, and
against any and all acfual or th¡eatened liabilities, claims, actioàs, causes of action, judgments, orders, damages
(including forssEeable and unfbreseeable consequential damages), costs, expenses, fines, penalties, and losses
(including sums paid fu settlement of claims and all reasonable consultant, expert and legal fees and expenses of
the Indemnified Party's counsel), and any resulting damages, harm or injuries to the person orproperty of any third
parties, directly or indircctly arising out of or resulting from: (a) any brokerage commissiolts or finder's fees claimed
by any brokcr or other pârry in connection with the transactions contemplated hereby; (b) Êonower's failure to
perform any of Borrower's obligations, as and when required by the Loans, this Agreement or âny of ¡he other Loan
Documents, including any failure of a:ry representation or wâranty of Borrower to be true and correct and any
failure of Borrower to satis$ any covenant herein; (c) Lender's performance on the Loans or any of the Loan
Þocuments, including Lender's exercise or failure to excrcise any rights, remedies or powerð in corurecfion with
the Loans, the Collateral or any of the Loan Docurnents; (d) any claim or cause of action of any kind by any person
ûr entity to the effbct that Lender is in any way rôsponsible or liable for any âct or omission of Borrower, whether
on account of derivative liability Õr othenvise; (e) any act or omission by Borrower, any of its dirsetors, officers,
employees, consultants, represenlatives or agents, or other person or entiSr, except Lender or its agents, with respect
to the Loans, any of the other Loan Documents, the Collateral; (fl any claim or cause of action of any kind by any
persÕn or entity which would have the effect of denying Lcnder the fi¡tl benefit or protection of any provision of
the Loans, this Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents; (g) any losses, costs, damages or expenses that
Lender may incur, directly or indirectly, including reasonable attomeys' fees, as a result of or in connection with
the assertion against Lendcr of any claims relating to the presence or removal of any Haz¿rdous Substances on all
or äny porlion of the Premises, Borrower's other properties, the other Collateral or any adjacent properry or any
violation of any Etrviro*mental Law; (h) the ownership, management, maintenance, operation, marketing,leasing,
sale, use or development of, or improvenrent to, the Premises, whether such claims are based on theories of
derivarive liabiliry, comparative negligence or otherwise; and (i) any failure to satisfy any requirement of any
applicable laws, governmentâl policies or standards, reports, maps, development agreemenls, or regulatory
âgreeruents that apply or pertain to the Collateral; excepting those arising our of, or resuhing, solely from the
applicable Indemnified Party's gross negligence ûr willful misconduct. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
any other Loan Document, the provisions of this Article XIX shall survive the termination of this Agreement,
repayment of the Loans and foreclosure or sals of the Collateral or securig interests of Lender, or similar
proceedings,

xx. IRESERVED.¡

XXI. TRANS,A,CTIÛNEXPENSES.

2l.l On the Closing Date, Bon'ower shall pûy ths out-of-pocket fees payable and other charges incurred
by Lender in connection wilh this Agreement, the transaction contemplated by this Agreen:ent, and the documents
entered into in connection therewith, including, without limitation:
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(a) title insurance prcmiums, appraiser fçes, environmental audit fees and insurance consulting
fees; and

(b) all legal and accounting fees and expenses, including, wilhout limitation, Lender's
reasonable attorneys' fees and oxponses for services performed and sums advanced or disbursed in connection with
the fransactitns ctnternplated by this Agreement, plus reinrbursement of all out-of*pocket expenses incuned in
connection therewith, including without limitation any applicable intemal documentation fees,

21.2 Bonower shall pay, on an annual basis within ten (10) business days following written nolice fuom
Lender of the amount thereof, the annual out-of-pocket fees payable and other charges incumed in connection with
servicing, special servicing, asset management, tâx r€turns of Lender and audits of Lendcr arrd Lender's reporting
obligations; provided, hôwever, that Borrowsr shall be responsible for paying such fees and charges only to the
exte¡:t that debt service on the Loans is insufficient to cover such fbes and charges.

XXII. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. The following miscellaneous provisions are a part of this
Agreement:

22.1 Amendments. This Agreement, together with any other Loan Documents, co¡lstitutes the entire
understanding and agreement of the parties as to the matters set forth in this Agreement. No alteration of or
amendment to this Agreement shall be effective unless given in writing and signed by thc pårty or parties sought fo
be charged or bound by the alteration or amendment.

22.2 AttorneYs' Feesi Expenses. Bonower agrees that if Lendcr hircs an âttorney to help enfbrce this
Agreement, Borrower shall pay, subject to any limits under applicable law, Lender's reasonable attomeys' fees and
all of Lender's other collection expenses, whether or not therç is a lawsuit and including additional legal expenses
for bankruptcy proceedings.

22.3 Cap-tipn Eeadinss. Caption headings in this Agreement are for convenience purposes only and
are not to be used to interpret or defìne the provisions of this Agreement,

22.4 Çonsent to Loan P¿rticipation. Borrower agrees and consents to Lender's sale or transfer,
whether now or later, of one oÍ more parlicipation interests in the Loans to one or more purchasers, whether related
or unrelated to Lender. Lender may provide, without any limitation whatsoever, to âny ons or more purehasers, ol:
potential purchasers, any information or knowledge Lender may have about Borower or about any other matter
relating to the Loans, and Borrower hereby waivos any rights to privacy Borrower rnay have with respect to such
matfors. Borrower additionally waives any and all noticcs of sale of participation interests, as well as all notices of
any repurchase of such pârticipation interests. Borrower also agrees fhat the purchasers of any such participation
interests will be considered as the absolute owners of such intsrests in the Loans and will have all the rights granted
under the partieipation agreement or agreçments governing the sale of such participation interests. Borrower further
waives all rights of ofßet or corurterclaim that it may have now or later against Lender or against any purchaser of
a participation interest in the Loans and unconditionally agrees thal cither Lender or such purchaser may enforce
Borrower's obligation under the Loans irrespective of the failure or insolvency of any holder of any interest in the
Loans. Borrower further agrees that the purchaser of any such participation interests may enforce its interests
irrespective of any personal claíms or dcfenses that Borrcwer may have against Lender.

22.5 lnformation Sharins. Lender may provide, to the fullest extent permitted by law, any financial
or other information or knowledge Lender may have about Borrou/er or âny matter rclating to this Agreement, the
Loan Documents andlor any related documents or relating to the Loans, tû âny of its subsidiaríes, Affiliat€s or
successors, and Borrower waives any right to privacy Borrower may have with respect to such matters. Tfithout
Iimitatio¡ of the foregoing, such information may be shared with the ¿ttomeys, accountants, inspectors, archilects.
engineers, contracttrs and others refained by Lender in comection with the Loans or as may be required by law.

22,6 Governins Law: Cqgsent to Jurisdiction, To the extent permitted by law, this Agreement shall
be govenred by, and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan, To the extent permined by
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law, Borrower and Lender hereby consent to the personal jurisdiction over Borower and Lender, respectively, of
the Circuit Court for the County of Kent, the United States District Court for the Western Districf of Michigan, and
waive all objections to the venue of such courls, for the adjudication of any çase or controvÕrsy arising under or
relating tr¡ this Agreement or any of the oîher Loan Documents. To the extent permilted by law, Bo*ower and
Lender further consent to service of process upon each of them in such maRnçr as shall be permifted by the laws of
the Statc of Michigan if litigation or other legal process is commenced in the courts of the State of Michigan or by
applicable federal law (including reference to state law) if litigation or legal prooess is commenced in the United
States District Courl for the lrly'estern District of Michigan.

22,7 USA PÄTRIOT "Àct Notice. Lender hereby notifies Bnrower that pursuant to the requirements
of the USA PÂTRIOT Act (Title III of Pub. L. 107-56 (signed into law October 26, 2001)) (the "Patriot Acf'), it
is required to obtain, verif and record information fhat identifies Borrower, whicli infonnafion includes the name
and address of Borrower and other information that will allow Lender, as applicable, to identi$ Borrower in
accordance with the Pahiot Act, Borrower shall, promptly following a request by Lender, provide all documcntation
and other information that Lender requests in order to cornply \rsith its ongoing obligations under applicable "know
your customer" and anti-money laundering rules and regulations, including the Patriot Act.

22,8 Preference Pnvments. To the extent that any payment by or on behalf of Borrower is made to
Lender or Lender exercises its right ofset-off, and such pâyment or the proceeds ofsuch set-offor any part thereof
is subsequently invalidated, declared to be fraudulent or preferential, set aside or required (including pursuant to
any settlement cntered into by Lender in its discretion) to be repaid to a trusfee, receiver or âny othãr party, in
connection with any proceeding under the Debtor Relief Laws, or otherwise, lhen (a) to the extent of such recovery,
the obligation or part thereof originally inteneled to be satisfied shall be revived and continued in fi¡lI force and
effect as ifsuch paynrent had not been made or such set-offhad not occurred.

22.9 No Waiver þv Lende{. Lender shall not be deemed to have waived any rights under this
Agreement unless such waiver is given in writing and signed by Lender. No delay or omission ûn the part of Lender
ìn exercising any right shall operate as a waiver of such right or any other right. A waiver by Lender of a provision
of this Agreement shall not prejudice or constitute a waiver of Lender's right otherwise to demand sfrict compliance
with that provision or any other provision of this Agreement" No prior waiver by Lender, nor any course of dealing
between Lendcr and Borrower, or betwee¡r Lender and any Borrower, shall constitule a waiver of any of Lender's
rights or of any of Borrower's obligations as to any future transactions. Whencver the consent of Lender is required
under this Agreement, the granting of such consent by Lender in any instance shall nol constitute continuing consent
to subsequent instances where such consent is required and in all cases suçh consent may be granted or withheld in
the sole discretion ofLender.

22.10 Notices. All notices and other communications provided for under this Agreement shall be in
writing and shall be personally delivered or sent by first class United States mail, by nationally recognized overnighl
courier such as Fedcral Express or DHL, or by telecopy or by other means of telecommunication, to the following
addresses:

to Borrowcr: West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science
4463 Leonard NW
Walker, Michigan 49534
Attn: Julia Kozminski, Board Secretâry and Stan Rathbun, Board Agent
Email : Julia.kozminski@.cj.walker.mi.us
Email: st?nrathbun@choiceschools. conl
Telephone No.: (989) 506-1841
Telecopy No,: (616) 785-8455

Mika Meyers Beckeft & Jones PLC
900 Monroc Avenue NW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

with a copy to
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Atrn; Daniel J. Parmeter Jr., Esq
Telephone No": (61 6) 632-802A
Telecopy No.; (61 6) 632-8$02

to Lender: Capital Impact Partners
201I Crystal Qrive, Suitc 750
Arlington, Virginia 222A2
Attn: Loan Sen icing Department
Telecopy No.: (703) 647-3490

or, âs lt each patf, at such olher address as shall bc designated by such parfy itr a written notice to the other party
complying as to delivery with the terms of this Sectlon 22.10. All such notices and communications shall be deemed
received: (i) if personally delivered, upon delivery; (ii) if sent by lirst class United States mail, following deposit in
the mail with first class poslage prepaid, upon receipt; (iii) if sent by courier service with next Business Day delivery
charges prepaid, upon receipt; and (iv) if sent by telex, telecopy or similar form of telecommunications, upon
receipt.

22.11 P-ower of Attorney. Borower hereby appoints Lender as Borrower's irrevocable attorney-in-fact
(the ",{ttorney") with full power and substi¡ution for the purpose of (A) executing any docunrents necessåry to
perfect, amend, or to continue the security inlerest granted in this Agreement and any other Loan Document or to
demand termination of filings of other secured pafties and {B) following any material breach or noncompliance by
Borrower with respect to atry Loan Document, taking âny other action and executing any document or instrument,
in the name of Borower or otherwise, which ihe Attorney may at any time deem necessâry or appropriate in order
to protect Lender's seeurity interests in the Collateral or any part thereof or to foreclose said securigr interests in
accordancç herewith or otherwise fulfill the Obligations of Borower under the Loan Documents, including, without
Iimitation, any action permitted under the Security Agreement. Lender may at any time, and without further
authorization frc¡m Borrowcr, file a carbon, photographic or other reproductior of any Financing Statcment or of
this Agreement for use as a Financing Statement. Borrower will reimburse Lender upon demand for any costs and
expenses, including, without limitation, (Y) reasonable attorneys' fees ¿nd (Z) all expenses for rhe perfection and
the continuation of {he perfection of Lender's security intsrests in the Collateral, that Lender may incur while acting
as Borrower's attorney-in-fact hsreunder, all of whioh costs and expenses are included in the Obligations. Lender
may atany time terminate the appointment of Lender as the Aftorney hereunder and designate a successûï Attorney
hereunder, upon written notice to Borrower oi'the designation of such successor Attomey. THE POWER-OF-
ATTORNEY GRANTEN HEREBY TS COUPLED WITH AN TNTEREST AND SHALL BN
IRREVOCABLE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PNRMITTED BY APPLICABLE LA\ry.

22.12 Severabilitv. Any provision of any Loan Document which is prohibited or une¡forceable in any
jurisdiction shall, as to such jurisdiction, be ineffective to the extent of such prohibition or unenforceability without
invalidating the rernaining provisions of such Loan Documcnts or affecting the validity or enforceability of such
provision in any other jurisdiction, Unless ofherwise required by law, the illegality, invalidity, or unenforceabiliîy
of any provision of this Agreement shall not affect the legality, validiry or enforceability of any other provision of
this Agreement.

22,13 Subsidiaries and Affiliates of Borrower. Under no circumstances shall fhis Agreement be
construed to requìre Lender to make any loan or other fin¿ncial accommodation to any of Borrower's subsidiaries
or Affiliates.

22,14 Successory and Assisns. All covenants and agreements by or on behalf of Borrower contained in
this Agreeme¡t or any of thc other Loan Doçuments shall bind Borrowsr's successors and assigns and shall inure
to the bensltt of Lender and its successors and assigns. Borrower shall not, however, have the right to assign
Bon'ower's rights under this Agreement or any interest therein, without the prior written çonsent of Lender.
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22,15 Survivsl of Renresentafions and lryarranties. Borrower understånds âsd âgrecs that in making
the Loans, Lender is relying on all representations, warranties, and covenants made by Borrower in fhis Agreement
or in any certificate or other instrument delivered by Borrower to Lender under this Agreement or the other Loan
Documents. Borrower fr.rther agrees that regardlsss of any investigation made by tender, all such representations,
warranties and covenants will survive the making of the Loans and delivery to Lender of the Loan Þocuments.
Further, all covenants shall be continuing in naturc, and shall remain in full force and effect until such time as
Borrower's Obligations shall be paid in full, or until this Agreement shall be terminated in thc manner provided
above, whichever is the lasf to occur.

22,16 Dísclosure. Borrower agrees to permit Lender to disclose and publicize Borrower's identify and
the amount and purpose of the Lc¡ans. Borrower further agrees not to post signs or othErwise identis Lender's
participation without Lender's prior wriften approval.

22.17 Counterparts. This Agreement rnay be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed
an original and all of which, when taken together, shall ccnstitute one and the same instrument.

22,18 Entirc Agreement. This Agreement, logetber with the other Loan Documents, constitutes the
entire agreement among tbe parties with respect to the subject matter contained herein and therein. ald supersedes
any prior agreements or undersfanding among the parties, whether written or oral.

BORROWER ACKNOIVLEDGES HAVTNC RËAÐ ALL THE PROVTSTONS OF THTS AGRËEMEN? AND
BORROV/ER AGREES TO ITS TERMS.

{remainder af page intentionally left hlank; signature pogefollowsJ
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IN WITN$SS \ryHBRËOF, Borrorver ancl Lender have executed and delivered this Agreenrent as of fhe day and
year first above written.

BORROWER

\ryEST MICHIGAN AC,{DüMY Otr'
ET\rvIRONMENTAL a Michigan
non-profit

Title:
Peter Vandersluis
Board President

LENDER:

CÁ.PITAL IMPÂCT PA,RTNERS, A

Congressionally charlered Ðistrict of
Columbia non-profit corporation

By
Carolyn Bauer

Title: Chief Risk Officer

Signalurê Pâge - Finance Agreement
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IN \ryITNSSS WHAREOF, Borrower and Lender have executed and delivered this Agreement as of the day and
year first above written.

BORROWER:

lryEST MICHICAN ACADEMY CIF
ENVIRONMBNTAL SCIBNCE, a Michigan
no n-pro fit corp oration

Peter Vandcrsluis
Title: Board P¡esident

LEND R:

CAPITAL IMPACT PARTNERS, a

Congressionally chartered District of
Columbia non-profit corporation

Bauer
Title: Chief Risk Officer

Signaturc Page - Finmce Agreement
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EXHIBIT A

Legal Description

Real estate situated in the City of Walker, County of Kent, State of Michigan, described as follows:

PARCEL A:
The East 112 af lhe Northeast I 14 of the Southwest I/4; and also the Southeast I 14 of the Southeast I /4 r:f
the Southwest 114, Section 18, Town 7 North, Range 12 West, Kent County, Michigan, EXCEPT the East

50 feet thereof, AND ALSO EXCEPT commencing on the North right-of-way line of Leonard Street (66.00

feet wide) at its intersectiorr with the West right-of-way line of ïVilson Avenue (100.00 feet wide) (alkla
S.T.l.. M-ll); thence Norh along the West right-of-way line of Wilson Avenue 20.00 feet; thence
Southwesterly to a point orr the North right-of-way line of Leonard Street which is 20.00 feet West of the
place of beginning; thence East along ¡he North righrolway line of Leonard Street 20.00 feet to the place
of beginning.

PARCEI, B;
ThE Southeast l/4 of the Southwest ll4 of Section 18, Town 7 North, Range 12 West, Kent County,
Michigan, EXCEPT the Southeast l/4 of thc Southeast 1/4 of ths Southwest ll4, A}rlD ALSO EXCEPT the
East 50.00 fect thereof.

Tax ltem No. 4l -l 3-l 8-300-ûl I
Conrmonly known as: 4463 Leonard Slreet N'W, Walker, Michigan 49534

Exhibit A-l
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Loan Nos; 375511500 &.375513600

To:
From:
Date;

EXHIBIT B

Form of Annual Certificate of Performance

ÂNNUAL CERT|T'TCATE OT PARFORMANCE

Capital lmpact Partners ("Lender")
("Borrower")

20

Lender has made a certain loan (the "Loan") to Borrower in the original principal âmount of _
* and 00/100 Dollars ($_.û0) pursuant to â certain Financing Agreement

dated as of 20-(the..LoanAgreement',)andevidencedandsecuredbyother
instruments and agreenrents set fortb in and required under fhe Loan Âgreement {the Loan Agreement and
such ofher instruments and agreements, the "Loan Documents")" All terms used but not defìned in this
Certificate shall have the meaning ascribed tô the sâme terms in the Loan Agreement.

Pursuant to the terms of the Loan Agreement, Borrower is required to submit 1o Lender (a) certain
Amual Financial Statements, and (b) an Annual Certificate of Performance setting forth and certifying
certain intbnnation, both as more particularly described in the Loal Agreement. This Certificate constitutes
the Annual Certificate of Performance required under the Loan Agreement as of the date written above.

The undersigned, acting for and on behalf of Borrower, hereby certifies, represents and warrants to
and for the benefit of Lender as of the d¿te written above, as follows:

t. The undersigned is an officer of Borrower who is active in, and knowledgeable of, the
financial opcrations of Borower and authorized to exccute and deliver this Certificate.

2. All financial data contained in the Annual Financial St¿tements of Borrower delivered to
Lcnder herewith completely and accurately disclose the financial condition and operations of Bonower,
and all material liabilities, fixed or contingent, are fully shown or provided for in such Annual Financial
Statements.

3. There has been no change in the business or operations of Borrower, which may adversely
afïect the financial condition of Borrower.

4. No default or Evenf of l)efault has occurred cr is confinuing under the Loan Documents.

5. All representations and warranties made by Borrower to Lender in the toan Documents
are and remain true, accurate and complete on and as of the date written above.

6. All social impact data delivered to Lender concerning Borrower is accurate and complete.

7. Bonower is in compliance with all affirmative and negative covênmts, including financial
covenants, set forth in the Loan Documents and has submitted to Lender herewith such information and
detail reasonably necessary tÕ support the calculations of Borrower set forth below.

8. The calculations of Borrower attached hereto as $ch€duli!_with respect to the financial
covenants are true, accurate and complete in all materiål respects.

Exhibit B-l
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Loan Nos; 3755¡3100 & 3755I 3600

IN WITNESS \ryñEREOF, the undÊrsigned has executed and delivered this Certificate for and on behalf
of Borrower as of the date first written above.

BORROWER:

By:
Name:
Title:

Exhibit B-2
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Loan Nr:s; 3?5513500 & 375t13ó00

Schedule I - Calculafion of Financlal Covrnants
Name of Borrolr&ri _ Effecti\æ Date of Calculation;

Financial Ratíos

Current Portisn ofLong Term Dcbt (for the prior period)

+ Interest Expense

Ê tbl &gffiðffi

...-4ffi,',ffiïW--E

Nef Income

+ Interost Expcnse

+ Taxes

+ Depreciation

+ Amortization

- Capital Grants

Changes in Net Assets related to Reraersionary Equipment
- Capitalization

Ëþl

0.00[a]

Ibl 0.00

No less thut l.2ll fDtv/0!

Total Liabilities

/ tangiUte Net Worth

E Not greatcr than 2.5:l rDtv/ol

,Ratlo fb), 1;everage Rttlo

Çurrent Assets

/ Current Liabilities

No less than LI5:1 fDrvlor

Ratio

Exhibit B-3
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Loan Nos:375513500 & 375511600

To:
From
Dats:

EXIIIBIT C

Form af Quarterly Certificate of Performance

QUARTERLY CERTIFICATE OF PERFORMANCE

Capital Impact Parfners ("Lender")
("Borrower")

20

Lender has made a certain loan (the 'ol-oan") to Boruower in the original principal amount of
Dollars ($ pursuant to a certain Finance Agreement dated as of

20* (the 'ol-oan Agreement") and evidenced and secured by other instruments and
agreoments set fbrth in and required under the Loan Agreemsnt (the Loan Agreement and such other
instrumenfs and agreements, the "Loån Doçunlents"). All terms used but not defined in this Certificate
shall have the meaning ascribed to the same terms in the Loan Agreement. -

Pursuant to the terms of the Loan Agreement, Borrower is required to submit to Lender {a) certain
Quartcrly Financial Statements, and (b) a Quarterly Certificate of Compliance setfing forth and certifying
certain information, both as more particularly described in the Loan Agreemenf. This Certificate constitutea
the Quarterly Ceftificate of Compliance required under the Loan Agreemenl as of the date written above,

The undersigned, acting fbr and on behalf of Borrowsr, hereby cefiifies, represents and war¡ants to
and for the benefit of Lender as of the date written abovc, as follows;

L The undersigned is an officer of ËÌorrower who is active in, and knowledgeable of, the financial
operations of Borrowcr arrd authorized to execute and deliver this Certificate.

2. All financial data contained in the Quarterly Financial Stafements of Borrowe¡ delivered to Lender
herewith conrpletely and accurately disclose the financial condition and operations of Borrower, and all
material liabilities, {ixed or contingent, are fi.rlly shown or provided for in such Quarterly Financial
Stalcments.

3. There has been no change in the tlusiness or operalions of Borrower, which may adversely affect
the financial condition of Borrower.

4. No default or Ëvent of Delbult h¿s occured or is continuing under the Loan Þocumen(s

5. All representations and warranties made by Borrower to Lender in the Loan Documents are and
remain true, accurate and complete on and as of the date written above.

6, All social impact data delivered to Lender concerning Borrower is accurate and complete.

7. Borrower is in compliance with all affirmative and negative rovenants set forth in the Loan
I)ocuments and has submitted to Lender herewith such infbrmation and detail reasonably necessary to
support the calculations of Borrower set fo*h below.

Exhibit C-l
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Loan Nos:175511500 & 175513600

IN \ryITNESS WHERAOF, the undersigned has executed and delivered this Certificâte for and on behalf
of Borrower as of the date first written above.

BORROWER:

By:
Name:
Title:

Exhibit C-2
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PROMISSORY NOTEI
[Note A]

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT: $7,000,000.00 luly 29,2Aß

FOT VAIUC Received, WEST MICHIGAN ACADNMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE, a Michigan non-profit corporation ("Borrower"), with an address af 4463 Leonard
NW, TValker, Michigan 49534 promises to pay to the order of C.A,PIT.{L IMPACT
PARTNERS, a non-profit corporation organized under the iaws of the Dishict of Columbia at
the direction of the U.S. Congress in 12 U.S.C. Section 3051 (together with any future holders of
this Promissory Note, collectively, 'ol-ender"), with an address of 20t 1 Crystal Drive, Suite 750,
Arlington, Virginia 222t2, the principal sum of Seven Million and 00/t00 Dollars
{$7,0Û0,000.t0) (the "Loân"), or so much thereof as shall be advanced, plus interest on the
unpaid principal balance ("Principal Amount"), from the date of advance hereunder unril paid
in full, at the interest rate set forth below. This Promissory Note is the "Note A" referred to in
that certain Finance Agreement of even date herewith (as amended from time to time, "Loân
Agreement") between Borrower and Lender and is entitled to all of the benefits of the Loan
Agreement. A1l capitalized terms not othenvise defined herein shall have the meanings set forth
in the Loan Agreement.2

L Interest. Interest shall accrue on this Promissory Note at an annual rate equal to
5.54% (the "Fixed Rate") on the outstanding principal balance of this Promissory NÕte;
provided, however, if any payment of principal or interest due hereunder is not received by
Lender within ten (10) calendar days when due, Borrower shall immediately pay to Lender a lafe
charge equal to five percent. (5%) of such overdue amount and the aggregate unpaid amount shall
bear interest trom the due date until paid at a rate equal to three percent (3%) pu annum above
the Fixed Rate or the maximum amount allowed by law, whichever is lesser (the "Default
Rate"). The late charge shall not apply to any acceleration under Section ó hereof; however, the
Default Rate shall apply to any sums due upon acceleration in accordance with Section 6 hereof.
To the extent that an Event of Default continues and there is an interest rate adjustment that
would have applied had there been no Event of Default, the increase of three percent (3%) in the
interest rate shall apply and accrue (if unpaid) until either the Prìncipal Amount, together with alt
interest accrued thereon, is paid in full or until the Event of Default is cured. Interest shall at all
times be calculated based upon a 360-day year and actual number of days elapsed in any period
for which interest is payable.

2. Pavments. This Promissory Note shall be repaid as follows

(a) The Principal Amounf outstanding under this Promissory Note shall be
payable in suicessive monthly installments of principal and interest calculated pursuant to a

' Although entitled "Promissory Note" this evidcncc of indebtedness is a bcnd issued by Borrower, a Michigan
public school academy, pursuant to Section 1351a of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.135ia ("Section 1351a").
It may be refcrenced in this and other docunrentation prepared by Lender and executed by Borower as a Note, or a
Bond, but in all such instances such references are intendcd to rcfer to and shall refbr to this obligation issued under
Scction 135 I a. Further, the transacfions conten'¡plated herein do not constifute a "line of credit" to Borrower under
lhe provisions of Section 1225 of thç Revised School Code, MCL 38AJ225.
2 This obligation is a full faith and credit general obligation of Borrower. This obligation and interest hereon are
payable, as a first budget obligation, from any funds of Borrower available therefor.

Promissory Notc * Natc A
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f'vt¿enty five (25) year amortizatioî schedule, commencing with the payment due on September l,
2416 and conlinuing on the tirst (l*') day of each and €vÊry calendar month thereafter until
Augusf 1,2A41 (tlte "Maturity Date"); provided that interest shall accrue on the outstanding
principal balance of this Promissory Note through and including the last day of the applicable
month; provided, further, that Borrower's first payment due will include interest incurred fiom
the date of this Promissory Note through August 31,2Urc.

(b) Whenever any payment to be made hereunder shall be stated to be due on
a day that is not a Business Day, the payment may be made on the next succeeding Business Day
and such extension of time shall be included in the computation of the âmount of interest due
hereunder.

(c) All payments on this Promissory Note shall be applied first to late charges
and other fees payable hereunder, if any, then to accrued and unpaid interest and then in
reduction of the Principal Amount.

(d) All principal and interest shall be payable in lawful money of the United
States of America. Pa¡rment shall be deemed made at the time Lender receives such payment,
subject to the condition subsequent that any check or similar instrument is honored as drawn on
sufficient funds.

(e) Borrower hereby irrevocably directs Lender to transfer and.lor debit, fiom
an account designated by Borrower, through the automated clearinghouse frrnds ("ÂCH")
system, an amount sufficient to pay to Lender amounts that become due and payable to Lender
from time to time hereunder. In order to facilitate such ACH payments, Borrower has executed
and delivercd to Lender at closing an ACH form. Lender may: from time tc time, update or
supplement its ACH instructions by providing to Bonower a nev/ ACH form which Borrower
shall promptly execute and deliver to Lender. Upon notice to Borrower, Lender shall have the
right to direct that Borrower discontinue payments through the ACH system and in lieu thereof'
immediately corÌImence making payments through other recognized means desig*ated by
Lender, including, without limitation, electronic transfbr and/or debit.

(Ð The entire outstanding Principal Arnount, together with all accrued and
unpaid interest thereon and all other sums payable hereunder, shall mafure and be due and
payable in full to Lender, unless sooner accelerated pursuant to Section 6 below or otherwise, on
the Maturity Date. The loan evidence by this Promissory Note is non-revolving and re-advances
willnot be permitted.

3. Prenavments.

(a) For the period commencing on the date hereof and ending on the fifteenth
(15tr') anniversary thereof, this Prornissory Note may be prepaid et any time in whole or part,
provided that Borrower furnishes Lender with at least thirry (30) days' prior written notice of
prepayment, and such prepayment (together with and in addition to all accrued and unpaid
interest on the Loan and any other charges which may be due and payable hereunder to the date
of payment) is accompanied by a prepaymônt premium equal to an amount calculated according
to Lender's standard yield maintenance formula, Any partial prepayments shall not relieve

Pmmissory Notc - Note A
2
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Borrower of the obligation to pay periodic installments of principal and/or interest hereunder as

and when the same would otherwise fall due.

(b) Thereafler, this Promissory Note may be prepaid in whole cr in part at any
time, provided that Borrower furnishes Lender with at least thirty (30) days' prior written notice
of prepayment and such prepayrnent (together with and in addition to all accrued and unpaid
interest on the Loan and any other charges which may be due and payable hereunder to the date
of payment) is accompanied by a prepa)¡ment premium equal to one percent (l%) of the
outstanding Principal Amount of this Promissory Note being prepaid,

(c) Nowithstanding Sections 3(a) and 3(b) above to the contrary, no
prepaymont premium shall be payable in connection with prepayment of this Promissory Note if
made during the one hundred eighty (180) day period preceding the Maturity Date.

(d) All calculations and detenninations by Lender of the amounts payable
pursuant to the preceding subsections or of any element thereof, if made in accord¿nce with
Lender's then standard procedures for so calculating or determining such amounts, shall be
conclusive absent manifbst arithmetic error. Borrower acknowledges that the prepayment
provisions contained in this Promissory Note are a material part of the consideration of the Loan.

4. Payment of the indebtedness evidenced by this Promissory Note is
secured by certain instruments described in the Loan Agreement, including, but not limited to,
that certain Mortgage of even date herewith and made by Borower for the benefit of Lender,
which encumbers real property located in the City of 'Walker, Kent County, Michigan, âs nlore
particularly described therein, together with the improvements located thereon.

5. Waiver. Except as provided herein, Borrower, for itself and its legal
representatives, successor and assigns and any endorsers, guarântors and sureties of this
Promissory Note expressly waives presentment, protest, demand, notice of dishonor, notice of
nonpayment, nctics of maturity, notice of protect, presentment for the purpose of accelerating
maturity an diligence in collection. The pleading of any statute of limitations âs a defense to any
demand against the makers, endorsers, guarantors and sureties is expressly waived by each and
all ofsaid pârties.

6, ACCELER,4.TION. I.IPON THE OCCURRENCË OF AN EVENT OF
DBFAULT LTNDER THE LOAN AGREEMENT, THE UNPAID PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF
THIS PROMISSORY NOTE AND ANY ACCRUED BUT TINPAID TNTEREST SHALL
THHREUPÛN BE IMMEDIATELY DUE AND PAYÁ,BLE AT THÐ OPTTON OF LENDER,
V/ITHOUT FURTHER PRESENTMENT, DEMAND, PROTEST OR NOTICE OF PROTEST
OF ANY K[ND, ALL OF WHICH ARE HERËBY EXPRESSLY WAIVED,

Borrower êgrees to pay reasonable costs and expenses (including, without limitation,
reasonable attorneys' fees) incurred by Lender in connection with or related to any action taken
to collect this Promissory Note, whether or not suit is brought.

7. Release. This Promissory Note shall be the joint and several obligations of
Borrower and all makers, sureties, guarantors and errdorsers, and shall be binding upon them and
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their successors and assigns. No release of any person liable for the indebtedness evidenced
hereby, and no release of any security fcrr the indebtedness evidenced by this Promissory Note,
or any portion thereof, and no extension, alteration, amendment, subordination or waiver of any
provision of this Promissory Note or of any o,ther Loan f)ocument made by agreement between
tender and any other person or party shall release, discharge, modi$, change or affect the
liabiliry of Borrower or any other person no1ry or hereafter liable under this Promissory Note or
under such other Loan Document. The remedies provided Lender in this Promissory Note and
the other Loan Documents shall be cumulative and concurrent, and shall be in addition to every
other right or remedy now or hereafter provided by law or equity. Such remedies may be pursued
singly, successively or together against Borrower, any of the Collateral, or any other securify
interests at the option of Lender.

8. Governins Law. This Promissory Note shall be governed, construed and
inlerpreted in accordance with the internal laws of the State of Michigan applicable to conk¿cts
made and to be performed in such state.

9. Notices. Any notices respecting this Promissory Note shall be delivered in
acco¡dance with the notice provisions of the Loan Agreement, the terms of which are
incorporated herein by this reference.

10. Rights of Endorsee. Borrower agrees fhat the rights granted to Lendor pursuant
to this Promissory Note shall accrue to any endorsec of this Promissory Note who is lawfully in
possession of this Promissory Note.

I 1. Ipvalidity. In the event any one or more of the provisions contained in this
Promissory Note or any other Loan Document shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal
or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any
other provision of this Promissory Note or such other Loan Document, but this Promissory Note
and the other Loan Documents shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable
provision had never been cantained herein or therein.

11. Recourse. This Promissory Note is recourse to Borrower. Borrower's liability
under this Promissory Note is not limited by any security interests provided by Borrower to
Lender to secure the indebtedness evidenced under this Promissory Note and the other Loan
Documents.

12. S¿vinss Clause. Nohpithstanding any other provision herein, the aggregate
interest rate charged with respect to any of the obligations hereunder, including all charges or
fees in connection therewith deemed in the nature of interest under applicable law, shall not
exceed the maximum lawful interest rate, if any, that at any time or f¡om time to time may be
contracted for, charged, or received under the laws applicable to Lender which are presently in
effect or, to the exfent allowed by law, under such applicable laws which may hereafter be in
effect and which allow a higher maximum nonusurious interest rate than applicable laws now
allow (the "Highest Lawful Rate"). If the rate of interest (determined without regard to the
preceding sentence) under this Promissory Note at any time exceeds the Highest Lawful Rate,

the outstanding amount of the Loan made hereunder shall bear interest at the Highest L¿wful
Rate until the total amount of interest due hereunder equals the amount of interest which would
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have been due hereunder if the stated rates of interest set forth in this Promissory Note had at all
times been in effect. In addition, if when the Loan made hcreunder is repaid in full the total
interest due hereunder (taking info account the increase provided for above) is less than the total
amount of interest which would have been due hereunder if the stated rates of intÊrest set fbrth in
this Promissory Nofe had at all times been in effect, then to the extent permitted by law,
Borrower shall pay to Lender an amount equal to the difference between the amount of interest
paid and the amount of interest which would have been paid if the Highest Lawful Rate had at all
times been in eff"ect. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is the intention of Lender and Borrower
to conf'orm strictly lo any applicable usury laws. Accordingly, if any Lender contracts for,
charges, or receives any consideration which constitufes interest in excess of the llighest Lawful
Rate, then any such excsss shall be cancelled automatically and, if previously paid, shall at such
Lender's option be applied to the outstanding amount of the Loan made hereunder or be
refunded to Borrower.

PRIOR TO SIGNING THIS PROMISSORY NOTE, BORROWER READ AND
UNDERSTOOD ,{LL PROVISIONS OF THIS PROMISSORY I.{OTE. BORROWER
AGREI,S TO THA TARMS OF THE PROMTSSORY NOTE AND ACKNO\ryLADGES
RECEIPT OF A COMPLETED COPY OF THE PROMISSORY NOTE.

In issuing this obligation, Borrower represents and warrants to Lender thãt it has and/or will
comply in all material respects with any applicable requirements of the Revised School Code,
Michigan Public Act 451 of 1976, as amended, and the Revised Municipal Finance Act,
Michigan Public Act 34 of 2001, as amended, and other applicable law. It is hereby certified and
recited that all acts, conditions and things requircd by law, precedent to and in the issuance of
this obligation have been done, exist and have happened in regular and due time and form as

required by law, and that the total indebtedness of Borrower, including this obligation, does not
exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation.

fremainder of page intentionally leJt blank; signature pagefollowsJ
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Its

IN WITNESS WI{EREOF, the undsrsigned has caused this Promissory Note to be
executecl as of the date and year first above written.

BORRCTWER:

\ryEST MICHIGAN ACANEMY OF
ENVIRONMNNTAL SCIBNCB,
a Michigan

B
Pefer Vandersluis
Boarcl President

Signature Page to Promissory Note - Note A
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PROMISSORY NOTE'
fNote B]

THIS PROMISSORY NOTA IS SUBJECT AND SUBORDIN.ATE TO TH,AT CERT,{IN
PROMISSORY NOTE OF EVEN DATE HERË1ryTTH IN THE PRINCIP,A.L AMOUNT
oF $7,000,000 EXECUTKI) By BORRO\ryER IN FAVOR OF LENDER.

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT: $437,500.00 Iuly 29,2016

For Value Received, WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY Otr. ENVIRONMENTÅL
SCIENCE, a Michigan non-profìt corporation ("Borrower"), with an address of 4463 Leonard
NW, Walker, Michigan 49534 promises to pay to the order of CAPITAL IMPACT
PARTNERS, a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the District of Columbia at
the direction of the U.S. Congress in l2 U.S.C. Section 3051 (together with any future holders of
this Promissory Note, collectively, "Lender"), with an address of 2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 750,
Arlington, Virginia 22202, the principal sum of Four Hundred Thirty Seven Thousand Five
Hundred and 00llû0 Dollars ($437,500.00) (the "Loån"), or so much theroof as shall be
advanced, plus interest on the unpaid principal balance ("Principal ¡A,mount"), from the date of
advancc hereunder until paid in full, at the interest rate set forth below. This Promissory Note is
the "Note B" referred to in that certain Finance Agreement r:f even date herewith (as amended
*om time to time, "Loan Agreement") between Borower and Lender and is entitled to all of
the benefits of the Loan Agreement. All capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall
havc the meanings set forth in the Loan Agreement.2

l. Interest. Interest shall accrue on this Promissory Note at an annual rate equal to
6.50% (the "Fixed Rate") on the outstandíng principal balance of this Promissory Note;
provided, however, if any payment of principal or intorest due hereunder is not received by
Lender within ten (10) calendar days when due, Borrower shall immediately pay to Lender a late
charge equal to fîve percent (5%) of such overdue amount and the aggregate unpaid amount shall
bear interest from the due date until paid at a rate equal to three percent (3%) per annum above
the Fixed Rate or the maximum amount allowed by law, whichever is lesser (the "Default
Rate"). The late charge shall not apply to any acceleration under Section 6 hereof; however, the
Default Rate sh¿ll apply to any sums due upon acceleration in accordance with Section 6 hereof.
To the extent that an Event of Default continues and there is an interest rate adjustment that
would have applied had there been no Event of Default, the incre¿se of tkee percent (3%) in the
interest rate shall apply and accrue (if unpaid) until either the Principal Amount, together with all
interest accrued thereon, is paid in full o1 until the Event of Default is cured. Interest shall at all
times be caloulated based upon a 360-day year and actual number of days elapsed in any period
for which interest is payable.

I Although entitled "Frornissory Note" this evidence of inelebtedness is a bond issued by Borrowe¡ a Michigan
putrlic school academy, pursuant to Section l35la of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.135la {"Section l35Ia").
Il may be referenced in this and other documentation prepared by Lender and executed by Bonower as a Note, or a
Bond, but in all such instances such references are intended to rcfer to and shall refer to this obligation issued under
Sectir¡n l35l a. Further, the transactions contemplated herein do not constitute a "lins of credit" to Borrower under
the provisions of Section 1225 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380,l?25.
2 This obligation is a full faith and credit general obligation of Borrower, This obligation and intcrest hereon are
payable, as a first budget obligation, fiom any funds ofBorrower available therefor.
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2, Pavments. This Promissory Note shall be repaid as follows:

(a) The Principal Amount outstanding under this Promissory Note shall be
payable in successive monthly installments of principal and interest calculated pursuant to a

twenty five (25) year amorfization schedule, commencing with the payment due on September 1,

2A16 and continuing on the first (1") day of each and every calendar month thereafler until
August 1, 2026 (the "Maturity Date"); provided that interest shall acrrue on the outstanding
principal balancc of this Promissory Note th¡ough and including the last day of the applicable
mCInth; provided, filrther, that Bonower's first payment due will include interest incurred from
the date of this Promissory Note through August 31, 2A16. The final payment due on the
Maturity Date will be a balloon payment of all then outstanding principal and accrued interest.

(b) Whenever any payment to be made hereunder shall be stated to be due on
a day that is not a Business Day, the payment may be made on the next succeeding Business Day
and such extension of time shall be included in the computation of the arnount of interest due
hereunder.

(c) All payments on this Promissory Note shall be applied first to late charges
and other lbes payable hereunder, if any, then to accrued and unpaid interest and then in
reduction of the Principal Amount.

(d) All principal and interest shall be payable in lawfi¡l money of the United
States of America. Payment shall be deemed made at the time Lender receives such payment,
subject to the condition subsequent that any check or similar instrument is honored as drawn on
sufficient funds.

(e) Borrower hereby irrevocably directs Lender to transfer andlor debit, from
an account designated by Bcrrower, through the automated clearinghouse frinds (",{CH")
system, an amount sufficient to pay to Lender amounts that become due and payable to Lender
from time to time hereunder. In order to facilitate such ACH payments, Borrower has executed
and delivered to Lender at closing an ACH form. Lender may' from time to time, update or
supplement its ACH instructions by providing to Borrower a new ACH form which Borrower
shall promptly execute and deliver to Lender. Upon notice to Borrower, Lender shall have the
right to direct that Borrower discontinue payments through the ACH system and in lieu thereof
immediately commence making payments through other recognized means designated by
Lender, including, without limitation, electronic transfer and/or debit,

(Ð The entire outstanding Principal Amount, together with all accrued and

unpaid interest thereon and all other sums payable hereunder, shall mature and be due and
payable in full to Lender, unless sooner accelerated pwsuânt to Secfíon 6 below or otherwise, on
the Maturity Date. The loan evidence by this Promissory Note is non-revolving and re-advances
will not be permitted.

3. Prep¡vments.

(a) This Promissory Note may be prepaid at any time in whole or part,
provided that Borower fumishes Lender with at least thirry (30) days' prior written notice of
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prepayment, and such prepayment (together with and in addition to all accrued and unpaid
interest on the Loan and any other charges which may be due and payable hereunder to the date
of payment) is accompanied by a prôpayment premium equal to an amount calculated according
to Lender's standard yield maintenance formula. Any partial prepayments shall nct relieve
Borrower of the obligation to pay periodic installments of principal andl/ar interest hereunder as
and when the same would otherwise fall due.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 3(a) above to the cûntrary, nCI prepayment
premium shall be payable in connection with prepâyrnent of this Promissory Note if made during
the one hundred eighty (180) day period preceding the Maturity l)ate.

(c) All calculafions and determinations by Lender of the âmounts payable
pursuant to the preceding subsections or of any element thereo{ if made in accordance with
Lender's then standard procedures fcr so calculating or determining such amounts, shall be
conclusive absent manifest arithmetic error. Borrower acknowledges that the prepayment
provisions contained in this Promissory Note are a material part cf the consideration of the Loan.

4. Securitv. Payment of the indebtedness evidenced by this Promissory Note is
secured by certain instruments described in the Loan Agreement, including, but not limited to,
that cefain Mortgage of cven date herewith and made by Borrower for the benefit of Lender,
which encumbers real property located in the City of Walker, Kent County, Michigan, as more
particularly described therein, together with the improvements located thereon.

5. Waiver. Except as provided herein, Borrower, ftrr itsclf and its legal
representativcs, successor and assigns and any endorsers, guarantors and sureties of this
Prornissory Note expressly waives presentment, protest, demand, notico of dishonor, notice of
nonpâyment, notice of maturity, notice of protect, presentment for the purpose of accelerating
maturity an diligence in collection. The pleading of any statutô of limitations âs â defense to any
demand against the makers, öndorsers, guarantors and sureties is expressly waived by each and
all of said parties.

6. ACCELnRATION. UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF ÁN EVENT OF
DEFAULT LTNDER THE LOAN AGREEMENT, THE I]NPAID PRINCIPAL BALANCË OF
TH1S PROMISSORY NOTE AND ANY ACCRUED BUT LINPATD INTEREST SHALL
THEREUPÛN BE IMMEDIATELY DUE AND PAYABLE AT THg OPTION OF LENDER,
WITHOUT FURTHER PRËSENTMENT, DEMAND, PROTEST OR NOTTCE OF PROTEST
OF A}ry KTND, ALL OF WHICH ARE HEREBY EXPRESSLY V/AIVED.

Borrower agrees to pay reasonable cCIsts and expenses (including, without limitation,
reasonable attorneys' fees) incurred by Lender in connection with or related to any action faken
to collect this Promissory Note, whether or not suit is brought.

7. Release. This Promissory Note shall be the joint and several obligations of
Borrower and all makers, sureties, guarantors and endorsers, and shall be binding upon them and
their successors and assigns. No release of any persrn liable fbr the indebtedness evidenced
hereby, and no release of any security for the indebtedness evidenced by this Promissory Note,
or any portion thereof, and no extension, alteration, amendment, subordination or waiver of any

Promissory Notc - Notc B
-)

COPY

Schedule 6-74 West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science



provision of this Promissory Note or of any other Loan Document made by agreement between
Lender and any other person or parly shall release, discharge, modi$', change or affect the
liability of Borrower or any other person nou/ or hereafter liable under this Promissory Note or
under such other Loan Document. The rcmedies provided Lender in this Promissory Note and
the other Loan Documents shall be cumulative and concurrent, and shall be in addition to every
other right or remedy now or hereafter provided by law or equity. Such remedies may be pursued
singly, successively or together against Borrower, any of the Collateral, or any other security
interests at the option of Lender.

8. Governins lr¡w. This Prermissory Nofe shall be governed, construed and
interpreted i¡r accordance with the intemal laws of the State of Michigan applicable to contracts
made and to be perforrned in such state.

9. Notices. Any notices respecting this Promissory Note shall be delivered in
accordance with the notice provisions of the Loan Agreement, the terms of which are

incorporated herein by this reference.

10. Rishts of Endorsee. Borrower agrees that the rights granted to Lender pursuant
to this Promissory Note shall accrue to any endorsee of this Promissory Note who is lawfully in
possession of this Promissory Note.

I l. Invaliditv. In the event ôny one or more of the provisions contained in this
Promissory Note or any other Loan Document shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal
or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any
other provision of this Promissory Note or such other Loan Document, but this Promissory Note
and the other Loan Documents shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforcsable
provision had never been contained herein or therein.

I l. Bgc,qurse. This Promissory Note is recourse to Borrower. Borrower's liabilify
under this Prornissory Note is not limited by any security interests provided by Borrower to
Lender to secure the indebtedness evidenced under this Promissory Note and the other Loan
Documents.

12. Savines Clause. Notwithstanding any other provision herein, the aggregate

interest rate charged with respect to any of the obligations hereunder, including all charges or
fees in connection therewith deemed in the nature of interest ultder applicable law, shall not
exceed the maximum lawful interest rate, if any, that at any time or from time to time may be

contracted for, charged, or received under the laws applicable to Lender which are presently in
effect or, to the extent allowed by law, under such applicable laws which may hereafter be in
effect and which allow a higher maximum nonusurious interest rate than applicable laws now
allow (the "HÍghest Lawful Rate"). If the rate of interest (determined without regard to the
preceding sentence) under this Promissory Note at any time exceeds the Highest Lawful Rate,

the outstanding amount of the Loan made hereunder shall bear interest at the Highest Lawful
Rate until the total amount of interest due hereunder equals the amount of interest which would
have been due hereunder if the stated rates of interest set forth in this Promissory Note had at all

times been in effect. In addition, if when the Loan made hereunder is repaid in full the total

interest due hereunder (taking into account the increase provided for above) is less than the total
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amount of interest which would have been due hereunder if the stated rates of interest set forth in
this Promissory Note had at all times been in effect, then to the extent permiüed by law,
Borrower shall pay to Lender an emount equal to the diffþrence between the amount of interest
paid and the amount of interest which would have been paid if the Highest Lawful Rate had at all
times been in effect. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is the intention of Lender and Borrower
to conform strictly to any applicable usury laws, Accordingly, if any Lender contracfs for,
charges, or receives any consideration which constitutes interest in excess of the Highest Lawful
Rate, then any such excess shall be cancelled automatically and, if previously paid, shall at such
Lender's option be applied to the outstanding amt¡unt of the Loan made hereunder or be
refunded to Borrower.

PRIOR TO SIGNING THIS PRûMISSORY NOTE, BORROWER READ AND
UNDERSTOOI} ALL PROVISIONS OF THIS PROMTSSORY NOTE. BORRO1ryER
,A.GREES TO THE TERMS OT' THE PROMTSSORY NOTE AND ACKNOWLEDGES
RECEIPjr OF Ä CCIMPLETED COPY OF'THE PROMISSORY NOTE.

In issuing this obligation, Borrower represents and warrants to Lender that it has and/or will
comply in all material respects with any applicable requirements of the Revised School Code,
Michigan Public Act 451 af 1976, as amended, and the Revised Municipal Finance Act,
Michigan Public Act 34 of 2001, as amended, and other applicable law. It is hereby certified and
recited that all acts, conditions and things required by law, precedent to and in the issuance of
this obligation have been done, exist and have happened in regular and due time and fbrm as

required by law, and that the total indebtedness of Borrower, including this obligation, does not
exceed any constitutional or stafutory limítation.

{remainder o.f page intentíonally left blank; signature pageþllowsl
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IN \ryITNESS WHARHOF, the undersigned has cáused this Promissory Note to be
executed as of the date and year first above written.

BORROWER:

\ryEST MICHIG,4.N ACADEMY OF
ENVIRONMENT,A,L SCIENCE,
a Michigan

B
Vandersluis

Its: Board President
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Loan No: 375621200 

Promissory Note

 

PROMISSORY NOTE1 

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT: $1,300,000.00 AUGUST 26, 2019 

For Value Received, WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE, a Michigan non-profit corporation, as maker (“Borrower”), having its principal 
place of business at 4463 Leonard Street NW, Walker, Michigan 49534, promises 
unconditionally to pay to the order of CAPITAL IMPACT PARTNERS, a non-profit 
corporation organized under the laws of the District of Columbia at the direction of the United 
States Congress in 12 U.S.C. § 3051 (together with any future holders of this Note, collectively, 
“Lender”), having an address at 1400 Crystal Drive, Suite 500, Arlington, Virginia 22202, the 
principal sum of One Million Three Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($1,300,000.00) or 
so much thereof as shall be advanced, in lawful money of the United States of America, plus 
interest on the unpaid principal balance (“Principal Amount”), from the date of advance 
hereunder until paid in full, at the interest rate set forth below, and in accordance with the terms 
of this Note and that certain Construction and Supplemental Finance Agreement (defined 
below).2  This Promissory Note is the “Note” referred to in that certain Construction and 
Supplemental Finance Agreement of even date herewith (as amended, restated, replaced, 
supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between 
Borrower and Lender, and Lender is entitled to all of the benefits of the Loan Agreement.  All 
capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Loan 
Agreement.  

1. Interest.  Interest shall accrue on this Note at an annual rate equal to six and
twenty five one hundredths percent (6.25%) (the “Fixed Rate”) on the outstanding principal 
balance of this Note; provided, further, however, if any payment of principal or interest due 
hereunder is not received by Lender within ten (10) calendar days when due, including, 
Borrower shall immediately pay to Lender a late charge equal to five percent (5%) of such 
overdue amount and the aggregate unpaid amount shall bear interest from the due date until paid 
at a rate equal to three percent (3%) per annum above the Fixed Rate or the maximum amount 
allowed by law, whichever is lesser (the “Default Rate”).  The late charge shall not apply to any 
acceleration under Section 5 hereof; however, the Default Rate shall apply to any sums due upon 
acceleration in accordance with Section 5 hereof.  To the extent that an Event of Default 
continues and there is an interest rate adjustment that would have applied had there been no 
Event of Default, the increase of three percent (3%) in the interest rate shall apply and accrue (if 
unpaid) until either the Principal Amount, together with all interest accrued thereon, is paid in 
full or until the Event of Default is cured.  Interest shall at all times be calculated based upon a 
360-day year and actual number of days elapsed in any period for which interest is payable.  On

1 Although entitled “Promissory Note” this evidence of indebtedness is a bond issued by Borrower, a 
Michigan public school academy, pursuant to Section 1351a of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1351a 
(“Section 1351a”).  It may be referenced in this and other documentation prepared by Lender and executed by 
Borrower as a Note, or a Bond, but in all such instances such references are intended to refer to and shall refer to this 
obligation issued under Section 1351a.  Further, the transactions contemplated herein do not constitute a “line of 
credit” to Borrower under the provisions of Section 1225 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1225. 

2 This obligation is a full faith and credit general obligation of Borrower.  This obligation and interest 
hereon are payable, as a first budget obligation, from any funds of Borrower available therefor. 
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Loan No: 375621200 

2 Promissory Note

 

the date which is sixty (60) months from the date of this Note, the interest rate shall be adjusted 
to equal the then current weekly average yield for United States Treasury securities with five (5) 
year maturities, plus four percent (4%) per annum, said rate to be rounded up to the nearest one-
eighth of one percent (1/8%); provided, however, in no event shall the interest rate be less than 
six and twenty five one hundredths percent (6.25%). 

2. Payments.  This Note shall be repaid as follows:

(a) During the period commencing on the date of this Note and for six (6)
months thereafter, accrued and unpaid interest only on the Principal Amount outstanding under 
the Note shall be payable in successive monthly installments on the first (1st) day of each month 
commencing with the first payment due on October 1, 2019, and continuing thereafter until the 
payment due on March 1, 2020 (the “Conversion Date”); provided that “odd days” interest 
accrued from the date of this Note through August 31, 2019 shall be payable on September 1, 
2019.  The interest payments due under this subsection (a) shall be withdrawn from the Interest 
Holdback (as defined in the Loan Agreement).  

(b) From and after the Conversion Date, the Principal Amount outstanding
under the Note shall be payable in successive monthly installments of principal and interest 
calculated pursuant to a three hundred (300) month amortization period, commencing with the 
payment due on April 1, 2020 and continuing on the first (1st) day of each and every calendar 
month thereafter until September 1, 2029 (the “Maturity Date”). 

(c) All payments on this Note shall be applied first to late charges and other
fees payable hereunder, if any, then to accrued and unpaid interest and then in reduction of the 
Principal Amount.  

(d) All principal and interest shall be payable in lawful money of the United
States of America.  Payment shall be deemed made at the time Lender receives such payment, 
subject to the condition subsequent that any check or similar instrument is honored as drawn on 
sufficient funds. 

(e) Borrower hereby irrevocably directs Lender to transfer and/or debit, from
an account designated by Borrower, through the automated clearinghouse funds (“ACH”) 
system, an amount sufficient to pay to Lender amounts that become due and payable to Lender 
from time to time hereunder. In order to facilitate such ACH payments, Borrower has executed 
and delivered to Lender at closing an ACH form. Lender may, from time to time, update or 
supplement its ACH instructions by providing to Borrower a new ACH form which Borrower 
shall promptly execute and deliver to Lender. Upon notice to Borrower, Lender shall have the 
right to direct that Borrower discontinue payments through the ACH system and in lieu thereof 
immediately commence making payments through other recognized means designated by 
Lender, including, without limitation, electronic transfer and/or debit. 

(f) The entire outstanding Principal Amount, together with all accrued and
unpaid interest thereon and all other sums payable hereunder, shall mature and be due and 
payable in full to Lender, unless sooner accelerated pursuant to Section 5 below or otherwise, on 
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Loan No: 375621200 

3 Promissory Note

 

the Maturity Date.  The loan evidence by this Note is non-revolving and re-advances will not be 
permitted. 

(g) If this Note is being refinanced by a separate loan from Lender, this Note
may be prepaid, in whole or in part, at any time without payment of any fee or penalty for the 
term of the Note.  If refinancing or paying down by any other means, this Note may be prepaid, 
in whole or in part, at any time provided Borrower pays a prepayment fee equal to one percent 
(1%) of the Principal Amount being prepaid until the fifth (5th) anniversary of the date of this 
Note.  After the fifth (5th) anniversary of the date of this Note, this Note may be prepaid, in 
whole or in part, at any time without the payment of any fee or penalty.  Any partial prepayments 
under this Note shall not relieve Borrower of the obligation to pay periodic installments of 
principal and/or interest hereunder as and when the same would otherwise fall due.  All 
calculations and determinations by Lender of the amounts payable hereunder or of any element 
thereof, if made in accordance with Lender’s then standard procedures for so calculating or 
determining such amounts, shall be conclusive absent manifest arithmetic error.  Borrower 
acknowledges that the prepayment provisions contained in this Note are a material part of the 
consideration of the loan evidence by this Note. 

3. Security.  Payment of the indebtedness evidenced by this Note is secured by
certain instruments described in the Loan Agreement, including, but not limited to, that certain 
Mortgage of even date herewith and made by Borrower for the benefit of Lender, which 
encumbers real property located in the City of Walker, County of Kent, State of Michigan, as 
more particularly described therein, together with the improvements located thereon. 

4. Waiver.  Except as provided herein, Borrower, for itself and its legal
representatives, successors and assigns and any endorsers, guarantors and sureties of this Note 
expressly waives presentment, protest, demand, notice of dishonor, notice of nonpayment, notice 
of maturity, notice of protect, presentment for the purpose of accelerating maturity and diligence 
in collection.  The pleading of any statute of limitations as a defense to any demand against the 
makers, endorsers, guarantors and sureties is expressly waived by each and all of said parties. 

5. ACCELERATION.  UPON THE MATURITY DATE OR OCCURRENCE OF
AN EVENT OF DEFAULT UNDER THE LOAN AGREEMENT, THE UNPAID PRINCIPAL 
BALANCE OF THIS NOTE AND ANY ACCRUED BUT UNPAID INTEREST SHALL 
WITHOUT NOTICE THEREUPON BE IMMEDIATELY DUE AND PAYABLE AT THE 
OPTION OF LENDER, WITHOUT FURTHER PRESENTMENT, DEMAND, PROTEST OR 
NOTICE OF PROTEST OF ANY KIND, ALL OF WHICH ARE HEREBY EXPRESSLY 
WAIVED. 

Borrower agrees to pay reasonable costs and expenses (including, without limitation, 
reasonable attorneys’ fees) incurred by Lender in connection with or related to any action taken 
to collect this Note, whether or not suit is brought. 

6. Release.  This Note shall be the joint and several obligations of Borrower and all
makers, sureties, guarantors and endorsers, and shall be binding upon them and their successors 
and assigns. No release of any person liable for the indebtedness evidenced hereby, and no 
release of any security for the indebtedness evidenced by this Note, or any portion thereof, and 
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no extension, alteration, amendment, subordination or waiver of any provision of this Note or of 
any other Loan Document made by agreement between Lender and any other person or party 
shall release, discharge, modify, change or affect the liability of Borrower or any other person 
now or hereafter liable under this Note or under such other Loan Document. The remedies 
provided Lender in this Note and the other Loan Documents shall be cumulative and concurrent, 
and shall be in addition to every other right or remedy now or hereafter provided by law or 
equity. Such remedies may be pursued singly, successively or together against Borrower, any of 
the Collateral, or any other security interests at the option of Lender. 

7. Governing Law.  This Note shall be governed, construed and interpreted in
accordance with the internal laws of the State of Michigan applicable to contracts made and to be 
performed in such state. 

8. Notices.  Any notices respecting this Note shall be delivered in accordance with
the notice provisions of the Loan Agreement, the provisions of which are incorporated herein by 
this reference.   

9. Rights of Endorsee.  Borrower agrees that the rights granted to Lender pursuant
to this Note shall accrue to any endorsee of this Note who is lawfully in possession of this Note.  
Upon the transfer of this Note, which Lender shall give Borrower written notice of any such 
transfer, Lender may deliver all the collateral mortgaged, granted, pledged or assigned pursuant 
to the Loan Documents, or any part thereof, to the transferee who shall thereupon become vested 
with all the rights herein or under applicable law given to Lender with respect to the assignment, 
and Lender shall thereafter forever be relieved and fully discharged from any liability or 
responsibility first arising after the date of such transfer; but Lender shall retain all rights hereby 
given to it with respect to any liabilities and the collateral not so transferred. 

10. Invalidity.  In the event any one or more of the provisions contained in this Note
or any other Loan Document shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable 
in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision 
of this Note or such other Loan Document, but this Note and the other Loan Documents shall be 
construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained herein 
or therein. 

11. Recourse.  This Note is recourse to Borrower.  Borrower’s liability under this
Note is not limited by any security interests provided by Borrower to Lender to secure the 
indebtedness evidenced under this Note and the other Loan Documents.  If Borrower consists of 
more than one Person, the obligations and liabilities of each such Person shall be joint and 
several. 

11. Savings Clause.  Notwithstanding any other provision herein, the aggregate
interest rate charged with respect to any of the obligations hereunder, including all charges or 
fees in connection therewith deemed in the nature of interest under applicable law, shall not 
exceed the maximum lawful interest rate, if any, that at any time or from time to time may be 
contracted for, charged, or received under the laws applicable to Lender which are presently in 
effect or, to the extent allowed by law, under such applicable laws which may hereafter be in 
effect and which allow a higher maximum nonusurious interest rate than applicable laws now 
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allow (the “Highest Lawful Rate”).  If the rate of interest (determined without regard to the 
preceding sentence) under this Note at any time exceeds the Highest Lawful Rate, the 
outstanding amount of the Loan made hereunder shall bear interest at the Highest Lawful Rate 
until the total amount of interest due hereunder equals the amount of interest which would have 
been due hereunder if the stated rates of interest set forth in this Note had at all times been in 
effect.  In addition, if when the Loan made hereunder is repaid in full the total interest due 
hereunder (taking into account the increase provided for above) is less than the total amount of 
interest which would have been due hereunder if the stated rates of interest set forth in this Note 
had at all times been in effect, then to the extent permitted by law, Borrower shall pay to Lender 
an amount equal to the difference between the amount of interest paid and the amount of interest 
which would have been paid if the Highest Lawful Rate had at all times been in effect.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is the intention of Lender and Borrower to conform strictly to 
any applicable usury laws.  Accordingly, if any Lender contracts for, charges, or receives any 
consideration which constitutes interest in excess of the Highest Lawful Rate, then any such 
excess shall be cancelled automatically and, if previously paid, shall at such Lender’s option be 
applied to the outstanding amount of the Loan made hereunder or be refunded to Borrower. 

12. No Oral Change.  This Note may not be modified, amended, waived, extended,
changed, discharged or terminated orally or by any act or failure to act on the part of Borrower or 
Lender, but only by an agreement in writing signed by the party against whom enforcement of 
any modification, amendment, waiver, extension, change, discharge or termination is sought. 

The proceeds of this obligation are being used by Borrower for capital expenditures and to pay 
costs of issue and are not being used for maintenance costs or other expenditures not permitted 
by Section 1351a.  In issuing this obligation, Borrower represents and warrants to Lender that it 
has and/or will comply in all material respects with any applicable requirements of the Revised 
School Code, Michigan Public Act 451 of 1976, as amended, and the Revised Municipal Finance 
Act, Michigan Public Act 34 of 2001, as amended, and other applicable law.  It is hereby 
certified and recited that all acts, conditions and things required by law, precedent to and in the 
issuance of this obligation have been done, exist and have happened in regular and due time and 
form as required by law, and that the total indebtedness of Borrower, including this obligation, 
does not exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation.   

PRIOR TO SIGNING THIS NOTE, BORROWER READ AND UNDERSTOOD ALL 
PROVISIONS OF THIS NOTE.  BORROWER AGREES TO THE TERMS OF THE 
NOTE AND ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF A COMPLETED COPY OF THE NOTE. 

[remainder of page intentionally left blank; signature page follows] 
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MORTGAGE 

DATED: AUGUST 26, 2019 

THIS MORTGAGE CONSTITUTES A FUTURE ADVANCE MORTGAGE AND 
SECURES FUTURE ADVANCES UNDER ACT 348 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1990, AS 
AMENDED (MCLA §565.901, ET SEQ.) UNDER MICHIGAN LAW. 

THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT, EXCLUDING PROTECTIVE ADVANCES, 
THAT MAY BE SECURED BY THIS MORTGAGE IS $1,300,000.00. 

THIS MORTGAGE IS A “CONSTRUCTION MORTGAGE” WITHIN THE MEANING OF 
MCL §440.9334. 

PARTICULAR TERMS - DEFINITIONS 

As used herein, the following terms and expressions shall have the respective meanings 
indicated opposite each of them: 

Mortgagor:  WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE,  

a Michigan nonprofit corporation 
  Address: 4463 Leonard Street NW 

Walker, Michigan 49534 

Mortgagee:  CAPITAL IMPACT PARTNERS, a non-profit corporation organized  
under the laws of the District of Columbia at the direction of the United  
States Congress in 12 U.S.C. §3051 

  Address: 1400 Crystal Drive, Suite 500 
Arlington, VA  22202 

Note: Promissory Note 
Amounts:  One Million Three Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($1,300,000.00)  
Date of Note:  Dated of Even Date Herewith 

Loan 
Agreement: Construction and Supplemental Finance Agreement dated of even date  

herewith 

Premises: Land, Premises and Improvements situated in the City of Walker, Kent 
County, Michigan  
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   See Exhibit A attached hereto 

THIS CONSTRUCTION MORTGAGE (this “Mortgage”), above-dated, by Mortgagor to 
Mortgagee, and is made with reference to the Note and Loan Agreement hereinabove referenced, 
and which shall include all of the foregoing as amended, modified, extended, restated or renewed 
from time to time and all substitutions, consolidations or rollovers thereof, from time to time all of 
which may be done without amendment of this Mortgage or the consent of Mortgagor. 

DEFINITIONS:  Unless defined herein, all capitalized terms shall have the meanings set 
forth in the Loan Agreement. 

WITNESSETH: 

To secure the performance of the covenants hereinafter contained, and the repayment of a 
loan by Mortgagee in an amount up to One Million Three Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($1,300,000.00), together with interest thereon, payable in accordance with the terms of the Note 
executed by Mortgagor evidencing such loan and advances, and all extensions, renewals, 
amendments and modifications thereof, including any increases in the principal amounts of the Note 
to secure future advances and to secure all other Indebtedness (as defined in the Loan Agreement), 
and in accordance with the terms of the Loan Agreement, the terms, covenants and conditions of 
which said Note and Loan Agreement are herein incorporated as covenants and conditions of 
Mortgagor, with the same force and effect as though such covenants and conditions were fully set 
forth herein (the covenants of this Mortgage, the Note, the Loan Agreement and other Loan 
Documents are hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Obligations”), Mortgagor, hereby 
mortgages and warrants and grants a security interest to Mortgagee, its successors and assigns, in 
and to the Premises, together with the appurtenances, improvements, the Building, fixtures, 
tenements, and hereditaments thereunder belonging and which may hereafter attach thereto and all 
heretofore or hereafter vacated alleys and streets abutting thereto (collectively, the “Property”); 
together with: (a) all building materials, goods and tangible personal property on the Premises, not 
affixed or incorporated into the Premises and which are owned by Mortgagor (collectively, the 
“Personal Property”); (b) all rights and easements (public or private) which benefit the Premises 
located off the Premises and all easement agreements, license agreements, permits, parking 
agreements, tunnel agreements, permits or any other agreements with respect to such rights and 
easements (public or private) (collectively, the “Easements and Agreements”); (c) all buildings, 
improvements, machinery, apparatus, equipment, fittings, fixtures and articles of personal property 
of every kind and nature whatsoever, other than consumable goods, now or hereafter located in or 
upon said real estate or any part thereof and used or usable in connection with any present or future 
operation of said Property and now owned or hereafter acquired or leased by Mortgagor, and all 
additions and accessions thereto now or hereafter attached to or used in connection therewith or 
with the Property, and all proceeds of hazard insurance of all of the foregoing, including, but 
without limiting the generality of the foregoing, all heating, lighting, laundry, incinerating and 
power equipment, engines, pipes, pumps, tanks, motors, conduits, switchboards, plumbing 
apparatus, electrical apparatus (including, but not limited to, all electrical transformers, switches, 
switch boxes, equipment boxes, cabinets, all whether used in the operation of the Property or any 
business operated within or upon the Property), lifting, cleaning, fire-prevention, fire-extinguishing, 
refrigerating, ventilating, and communications apparatus, air-cooling and air-conditioning 
apparatus, elevators, escalators, shades, awnings, screens, storm doors and windows, stoves, 
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attached cabinets, partitions, furniture, carpeting, plants and shrubbery, ground maintenance 
equipment, ducts and compressors and all of the right, title and interest of Mortgagor in and to any 
equipment which may be subject to any title retention or security agreement superior in lien to the 
lien of this Mortgage (collectively, the “Equipment”); (d) all right, title and interest, if any, of 
Mortgagor to plans and specifications, engineering drawings, architectural renderings, 
environmental reports, licenses, governmental permits and approvals, soil test reports, proposals or 
other material now or thereafter existing in any way relating to the Property (collectively, the 
“Plans, Licenses and Permits”); (e) all rents, issues and profits derived under present or future 
leases, or otherwise, which are hereby specifically assigned, transferred and set over to Mortgagee 
(collectively, the “Rents and Profits”); (f) all awards or payments, including any interest thereon, 
and the right to receive same, which may be made for the account of Mortgagor with respect to the 
Property as a result of the exercise of the right of eminent domain or condemnation, as hereinafter 
provided (collectively, the “Awards and Payments”); (g) all rights of Mortgagor to receive the 
proceeds arising from or in connection with any federal or state historic tax credits or brownfield 
credits, and any replacement or similar credits or payments made or to be made in connection with 
the Project as described in the Loan Agreement, including any payments due Mortgagor in the form 
of distributions from any member of Mortgagor (collectively, the “Credits Payments”); (h) all 
rights of Mortgagor to any oil, gas, mineral and water rights (collectively, the “Natural Resources 
Rights”); (i) all rights of Mortgagor under any purchase agreements executed with respect to the 
Property and the proceeds thereof (collectively, the “Purchase Agreements”); and (j) proceeds and 
proceeds of hazard insurance of all of the foregoing described in this paragraph (collectively, the 
“Proceeds” and with the Property, Personal Property, Easements and Agreements, Equipment, 
Plans, Licenses and Permits, Rents and Profits, Awards and Payments, Credits Payments, Natural 
Resources Rights, Purchase Agreements, are collectively the “Mortgaged Property”).  It is 
understood and agreed that all Equipment is part and parcel of said real estate and appropriated to 
the use of said real estate and, whether affixed or annexed or not, shall for the purpose of this 
Mortgage be deemed conclusively to be real estate and mortgaged hereby.  Mortgagor agrees to 
execute, acknowledge and deliver, from time to time, such financing statements or other 
instruments as may be reasonably requested by Mortgagee to confirm, protect and perfect the lien of 
this Mortgage on any Personal Property or Equipment, under the provisions of the Uniform 
Commercial Code in effect in Michigan or otherwise, and this Mortgage shall also be considered to 
be and may be construed as a security agreement with reference to any such Equipment, and upon 
Mortgagor’s default, Mortgagee shall, in addition to all other remedies herein provided, have the 
remedies provided for under the Uniform Commercial Code, as amended, in effect in Michigan.   

And the said Mortgagor, for itself, its successors and assigns, does covenant and agree to 
and with the said Mortgagee, its successors and assigns, as follows: 

1. Performance:  Mortgagor will pay, and otherwise perform, all the terms, conditions 
and covenants of the Obligations. 

2. Title:  At the time of the execution and delivery of this instrument, Mortgagor is 
well and truly seized of the Mortgaged Property in fee simple, free of all liens and encumbrances 
whatsoever, except for a prior Mortgage from Mortgagor in favor of Mortgagee and other matters, if 
any, set forth in the mortgage title insurance policy accepted by Mortgagee and the endorsements 
thereto issued from time to time and as set forth on Exhibit B attached hereto (collectively, the 
“Permitted Encumbrances”).  Mortgagor will forever warrant and defend the second priority lien 
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position of this Mortgage against any and all claims whatever, and the lien created hereby is and 
will be kept a lien having a second priority upon said Mortgaged Property, subject only to the 
Permitted Encumbrances. 

3. Payment of Taxes and Assessments:  Mortgagor shall pay prior to the date that any 
penalty or interest for nonpayment would attach, all taxes and assessments that may be levied upon 
said Mortgaged Property, and shall promptly deliver to Mortgagee receipts showing payment 
thereof.  Mortgagor shall pay when due all water charges and all other amounts which might 
become a lien upon the Mortgaged Property prior to this Mortgage.  Mortgagor shall pay when due 
all taxes and assessments that may be levied upon or on account of this Mortgage or the Obligations 
secured hereby or upon the interest or estate in said Mortgaged Property created or represented by 
this Mortgage, whether levied against Mortgagor or otherwise.  In the event payment by Mortgagor 
of any tax referred to in the foregoing sentence would result in the payment of interest in excess of 
the rate permitted by law, then Mortgagor shall have no obligation to pay the portion of such tax 
which would result in the payment of such excess; provided, however, in any such event, at any 
time after the enactment of the law providing for such tax, Mortgagee, at its election, may declare 
the entire principal balance of the Obligations secured hereby, together with interest thereon, to be 
due and payable. 

4. Insurance:  Mortgagor will keep the Mortgaged Property, insured against loss and 
damage by fire and the perils covered by extended coverage insurance (including public liability 
insurance), and against such other risks as required by the terms of the Loan Agreement, with 
proceeds thereof payable to Mortgagee under a standard mortgagee endorsement thereto, and shall 
contain an agreement by such insurer(s) that such policy(s) shall not be cancelled or materially 
modified without at least thirty (30) days prior written notice to Mortgagee.  In the event of any loss 
or damage to all or any portion of the Mortgaged Property, at Mortgagee’s election, the insurance 
proceeds shall be used in any one or more of the following ways: (a) apply the same or any part 
thereof upon the Obligations secured hereby, whether such Obligations are then matured or 
unmatured; (b) use the same or any part thereof to fulfill any of the covenants contained herein as 
Mortgagee may determine; (c) use the same or any part thereof to replace or restore the Mortgaged 
Property to a condition satisfactory to Mortgagee, or (d) release the same to Mortgagor. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the absence of an Event of Default beyond any applicable 
notice and cure period which is not cured at the time of the casualty or damage and at the time 
insurance proceeds are to be made available to Mortgagee under this provision, and, if requested by 
Mortgagor in writing, Mortgagee agrees to disburse such insurance proceeds to Mortgagor or, to 
contractors employed by Mortgagor, less actual costs, fees and expenses, including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees, if any, incurred by Mortgagee in connection with the adjustment of the loss or any 
action taken by Mortgagee in connection with the adjustment of the loss or incurred by Mortgagee 
in connection with any of the requirements of this Section 4 (the “Net Proceeds”), consistent with 
customary practices of Mortgagee in the administration of construction loans and as set forth in the 
Loan Agreement, for the purpose of restoration, repair and replacement (“Restoration”) of the 
Mortgaged Property to the condition and character existing prior to such event giving rise to 
payment of such proceeds, subject to the following: 
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(a) Mortgagor shall deliver a detailed budget to Mortgagee, approved in writing 
by Mortgagor’s architect or engineer, inclusive of the entire cost of completing the Restoration, on a 
trade by trade basis; 

(b) the Net Proceeds, together with any additional funds deposited by Mortgagor 
with Mortgagee, are sufficient, as determined by an estimate prepared by an independent appraiser 
selected by Mortgagee, to pay for the entire cost of the Restoration; 

(c) Mortgagor shall commence the Restoration as soon as reasonably practicable, 
but in no event later than ninety (90) days after such damage or destruction occurs; notwithstanding 
the foregoing, Mortgagor shall remove debris and otherwise clean and secure the Mortgaged 
Property, promptly following any such damage or destruction; 

(d) Restoration shall be performed in compliance with all applicable 
governmental codes, ordinances, statues and requirements (including, without limitation, all 
applicable Environmental Laws); 

(e) From and after the date of the occurrence of the damage or destruction and 
continuing during the course of the Restoration, Mortgagor shall continue to timely pay all costs of 
owning, maintaining and operating the Mortgaged Property, including all debt service under the 
Note; and 

(f) Mortgagor shall comply with the policies and requirements of the Michigan 
Construction Lien Act and the Restoration will be completed free of any construction liens. Each 
disbursement of insurance proceeds shall require an endorsement to Mortgagee’s title insurance 
policy insuring the full amount of advances to date. 

If at any time the Net Proceeds or the undisbursed balance thereof shall not, in the sole 
opinion of Mortgagee, be sufficient to pay in full the balance of the costs which are estimated by 
Mortgagee to be necessary to complete the Restoration, Mortgagor shall deposit additional funds 
with Mortgagee in the amount of such deficiency (the “Net Proceeds Deficiency”) before any other 
disbursement of the Net Proceeds shall be made.  The Net Proceeds Deficiency deposited with 
Mortgagee shall be held by Mortgagee and shall be disbursed for costs actually incurred in 
connection with the restoration of the same conditions applicable to the disbursement of the Net 
Proceeds and, until so disbursed, shall constitute additional security for the Indebtedness. Any funds 
held by Mortgagee pursuant to this Section shall be held in a non-interest bearing account and may 
be commingled with other funds of Mortgagee. 

5. Default in Taxes:  If default is made in the payment of any taxes, liens, charges, 
assessments or in making repairs or replacements or in procuring and maintaining insurance and 
paying the premiums therefor or in paying any governmental charges levied or assessed against the 
Mortgaged Property, or in keeping or performing any other covenants of Mortgagor herein and 
same is not cured within any applicable notice or cure period, Mortgagee may, at its option, and 
without any obligation on its part so to do, pay said taxes and assessments, make such repairs and 
replacements, effect such insurance, pay such premiums or governmental charges, and perform any 
other covenant of Mortgagor herein.  All amounts expended by Mortgagee hereunder shall be 
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secured hereby and shall be due and payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee forthwith on demand, with 
interest thereon at the Default Rate. 

6. Property Covenants:  Mortgagor will abstain from and will not suffer the 
commission of waste on said Mortgaged Property and will keep the buildings, improvements, 
fixtures and equipment now or hereafter thereon in good repair and will make replacements thereto 
as and when the same become necessary.  Mortgagor shall promptly notify Mortgagee in writing of 
the occurrence of any material loss or damage to the Mortgaged Property.  Except for the work and 
construction activities in connection with the Project (as described in the Loan Agreement), 
Mortgagor shall not materially alter the buildings, improvements, fixtures or equipment now or 
hereafter upon said Mortgaged Property, or remove the same therefrom, without the written consent 
of Mortgagee, except for such activities as are directly required to complete the Project as described 
in the Loan Agreement.  Mortgagor will not permit any portion of the Mortgaged Property to be 
used for any unlawful purposes.  Mortgagor will comply promptly with all laws, ordinances, 
regulations and orders of all public authorities having jurisdiction thereof relating to the Mortgaged 
Property or the use, occupancy and maintenance thereof, including the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, as it may be amended, and Mortgagor shall: (a) permit no change in the general nature 
of the occupancy of the Premises without Mortgagee’s prior written consent; and (b) not initiate or 
acquiesce in any zoning reclassification without Mortgagee’s prior written consent. 

7. Waste:  Failure of Mortgagor to pay any taxes, assessments or governmental charges 
levied or assessed against the Mortgaged Property, or any part thereof, or any installment of any 
such tax, assessment or charge, or any premium upon any such tax, assessment or charge, or any 
premium upon any policy of insurance covering any part of the Mortgaged Property, at the time or 
times such taxes, assessments, charges, installments thereof or insurance premiums are due and 
payable, shall constitute waste, and in accordance with the provisions of Act No. 236 of the Public 
Acts of Michigan for 1961, as amended, shall entitle Mortgagee to exercise the remedies afforded 
by applicable law.  Payment by Mortgagee for and on behalf of Mortgagor of any such delinquent 
tax or insurance premium properly payable by Mortgagor under the terms of this Mortgage, shall be 
secured hereby and shall be due and payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee forthwith on demand, with 
interest thereon at the Default Rate and shall not cure the default herein described nor shall it in any 
manner impair Mortgagee’s right to the appointment of a receiver on account thereof.  Upon the 
happening of any such acts of waste and on proper application made therefore by Mortgagee to a 
court of competent jurisdiction, Mortgagee shall forthwith be entitled to seek the appointment of a 
receiver of the Mortgaged Property hereby mortgaged and of the earnings, income, issues and 
profits thereof, with such powers as the court making such appointment shall confer; Mortgagor 
hereby irrevocably consents to such appointment. 

8. Reimbursement:  In the event that Mortgagee is made a party to any suit or 
proceedings by reason of the interest of Mortgagee in the Mortgaged Property, other than for 
Mortgagee’s default, Mortgagor shall reimburse Mortgagee for all costs and expenses, including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees, incurred by Mortgagee in connection therewith.  All such amounts 
incurred by Mortgagee hereunder shall be secured hereby and shall be payable by Mortgagor to 
Mortgagee forthwith on demand, with interest thereon at the Default Rate.  Mortgagor hereby 
assigns to Mortgagee, in their entirety, all judgments, decrees, and awards for injury or damage to 
the Mortgaged Property and Mortgagor authorizes Mortgagee, at its sole election, to apply the same, 
or the proceeds thereof, to the Obligations hereby secured in such manner as Mortgagee may elect. 
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9. Condemnation:  In the event of the taking of all or any portion of the Mortgaged 
Property in any proceedings under the power of eminent domain, the entire award rendered in such 
proceedings shall be paid to Mortgagee, to be applied toward reimbursement of all costs and 
expenses of Mortgagee in connection with said proceedings, toward the payment of all amounts 
payable by Mortgagor to Mortgagee hereunder, and at Mortgagee’s election, used in any one or 
more of the following ways: (a) apply the same or any part thereof upon the Obligations secured 
hereby, whether such Obligations are then matured or unmatured; (b) use the same or any part 
thereof to fulfill any of the covenants contained herein as Mortgagee may determine; (c) use the 
same or any part thereof to replace or restore the Mortgaged Property to a condition satisfactory to 
Mortgagee; or (d) release the same to Mortgagor.  

10. Rents/Profits: 

(a) As additional security for the payment of the Obligations, insurance 
premiums, taxes and assessments, at the time and in the manner herein agreed, and for the 
performance of the covenants and agreements herein contained, pursuant to Act 210 of the Public 
Acts of Michigan of 1953, as amended, Mortgagor does hereby assign, transfer and set over unto 
Mortgagee herein, its successors and assigns, all of its right, title and interest to the rents, profits and 
income under any lease or leases of the Mortgaged Property (including any extensions, amendments 
or renewals thereof), whether due or to become due, including all such leases in existence or 
coming into existence during the period this Mortgage is in effect.  This assignment of rents shall 
run with the land and be good and valid as against Mortgagor herein or those claiming by, under or 
through Mortgagor, from the date of the recording of this instrument.  This assignment shall 
continue to be operative during the foreclosure or any other proceedings taken to enforce this 
Mortgage.  In the event of a sale or foreclosure which shall result in a deficiency, this assignment 
shall stand as security during the redemption period for the payment of such deficiency.  This 
assignment is given as collateral security only and shall not be construed as obligating Mortgagee to 
perform any of the covenants or undertakings required to be performed by Mortgagor contained in 
any such assigned leases.  Mortgagor represents and warrants to Mortgagee that it has not assigned, 
transferred or set over the rents, profits and income under any lease or leases of the Mortgaged 
Property except in favor of Mortgagee. 

(b) Should an Event of Default exist, Mortgagor shall, upon demand therefor 
made by Mortgagee, deliver and surrender possession of the Mortgaged Property to Mortgagee (if 
permitted by law) who shall thereafter collect the rents and income therefrom, rent or lease said 
Mortgaged Property or portion thereof upon such terms and for such time as it may deem best, 
based upon commercially reasonable terms prevailing at that time, terminate any tenancy (subject to 
any subordination, attornment and non-disturbance agreement existing between Mortgagee and any 
tenant of the Mortgaged Property) and maintain proceedings to recover rents or possession of the 
Mortgaged Property from any tenant or trespasser, and apply the net proceeds of such rent and 
income to the following purposes: 

(i) preservation of Mortgaged Property; 

(ii) payment of taxes; 

(iii) payment of insurance premiums;  
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(iv) payment of installments of interest due under the terms of the Note; or 

(v) payment of the outstanding principal balance due under the Note. 

(c) In the event that Mortgagor fails, refuses or neglects to deliver or surrender 
such possession, Mortgagee shall be entitled to seek the appointment of a receiver of the Mortgaged 
Property and of the earnings, income, issue and profits thereof, with such powers as the court 
making such appointment may confer. 

(d) The provisions of this Section 10 are not intended to evidence an additional 
recordable event, as may be prohibited by Act 459 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1996, but 
rather are included in this Mortgage for purposes of complying with any applicable requirements of 
Act 210 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1953, as amended. 

11. Default:  Should an Event of Default exist beyond any applicable notice and cure 
period set forth in the Loan Agreement, then Mortgagee may at any time after such Event of 
Default, and without further notice, declare the principal balance of the Note secured hereby, 
together with interest thereon and all other Obligations, to be due and payable immediately.  The 
commencement of proceedings to foreclose this Mortgage shall, in any event, be deemed to have 
occurred upon such declaration. 

12. Title History:  Should an Event of Default exist, Mortgagee may cause the title 
insurance policy of the Mortgaged Property to be updated or extended, or may procure new or 
updated title insurance policies in case none were left or kept on deposit with said Mortgagee, and 
the money so paid shall be a lien on said Mortgaged Property added to the amount secured by this 
Mortgage and payable forthwith with interest thereon at the Default Rate. 

13. Acceleration:  If foreclosure proceedings of any mortgage (other than the within 
Mortgage) or any lien of any kind should be instituted against the Mortgaged Property and such 
proceedings are not either discontinued or bonded in accordance with statutory procedures so as to 
remove the lien from the real estate records and by a company satisfactory to Mortgagee or title 
insured (to the satisfaction of Mortgagee, in its reasonable discretion), by the title insurance 
company insuring this Mortgage, within thirty (30) days, or if any other proceedings, either 
voluntary or involuntary, are instituted by or against Mortgagor or its successors in title to enforce 
payment or liquidation of its outstanding obligations, Mortgagee may, at its option and without 
notice (notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary in the Loan Agreement), immediately declare 
its lien and the Obligations which it secures due and payable and institute such proceedings as may 
be necessary to protect its interest in the Mortgaged Property. 

14. Disposition of Property: 

(a) Power is hereby granted to Mortgagee, if an Event of Default exists, to grant, 
bargain, sell, release and convey the Mortgaged Property at public auction or venue, and on such 
sale to execute and deliver to the purchasers, his, her, its or their heirs, successors and assigns, good 
ample and sufficient deed or deeds of conveyance in law, pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided, and to apply the proceeds of such sale in the manner hereinafter provided. 
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(b) Upon a foreclosure sale of said Mortgaged Property or any part thereof, the 
proceeds of such sale shall be applied in the following order: 

(i) To the payment of all costs of the suit or foreclosure, including 
reasonable attorneys’ fees and the cost of title searches and abstracts; 

(ii) To the payment of all other expenses of Mortgagee, including all 
monies expended by Mortgagee and all other amounts payable by 
Mortgagor to Mortgagee hereunder, with interest thereon; 

(iii) To the payment of the principal and interest of the Note secured 
hereby; and 

(iv) To the payment of the surplus, if any, to Mortgagor or to whosoever 
shall be entitled thereto. 

(c) Upon any foreclosure sale of the Mortgaged Property, the same may be sold 
either as a whole or in parcels, as Mortgagee may elect, and if in parcels, the same may be divided 
as Mortgagee may elect, and at the election of Mortgagee may be offered first in parcels and then as 
a whole, that offer producing the highest price for the entire Mortgaged Property to prevail, any law, 
statutory or otherwise, to the contrary notwithstanding, and Mortgagor hereby waives the right to 
require any such sale to be made in parcels or the right to select such parcels. 

15. Future Assurances:  At any time and from time to time, upon reasonable request of 
Mortgagee, Mortgagor will make, execute and deliver or cause to be made, executed and delivered 
to Mortgagee and where appropriate will cause to be recorded and/or filed and from time to time 
thereafter to be re-recorded and/or filed at such time and in such offices and places as shall be 
reasonably required by Mortgagee, any and all such other and further mortgages, instruments of 
further assurance, certificates, financing statements, and other documents as may, in the reasonable 
opinion of Mortgagee or its counsel, be necessary or reasonably desirable in order to effectuate, 
complete and perfect and to continue and preserve the obligation of Mortgagor under this Mortgage, 
and the lien of this Mortgage as a lien of the priority herein set forth upon all the Mortgaged 
Property and Equipment, except at hereinabove stated, whether now owned or hereinafter acquired 
by Mortgagor and wheresoever located.  Upon any failure by Mortgagor so to do, Mortgagee may 
execute, record, file, re-record and refile any and all such mortgages, instruments, certificates, 
financing statements, and documents for and in the name of Mortgagor, and Mortgagor hereby 
irrevocably appoints Mortgagee the agent and attorney-in-fact of Mortgagor so to do so long as such 
documents do not expand Mortgagor’s obligations under this Mortgage, the Loan Agreement or 
Loan Documents.  Any expenses of Mortgagee in connection therewith shall be added to the 
Obligations of Mortgagor and shall be secured hereby.  None of the foregoing additional 
instruments to be executed by Mortgagor shall increase the obligations or liabilities of Mortgagor 
hereunder, under the Note, the Loan Agreement or any other Loan Document. 

16. Cumulative Rights and Remedies:  Each and every of the rights, remedies and 
benefits provided to Mortgagee herein shall be cumulative and shall not be exclusive of any other of 
said rights, remedies or benefits, or of any other rights, remedies or benefits allowed by law, and 
may be exercised either successively or concurrently.  Any waiver by Mortgagee of any default 
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hereunder or any Event of Default shall not constitute a waiver of any similar or other default or 
Event of Default.   

17. Alienation; Due on Transfer:  Mortgagee in making the loan evidenced by the Note 
secured by this Mortgage is relying upon the integrity of Mortgagor and its undertaking to maintain 
the Mortgaged Property.  If Mortgagor should sell, transfer, convey, assign or further encumber its 
interest in the Mortgaged Property, or any part thereof, voluntarily or involuntarily, or should there 
be a change of the members of Mortgagor, or should there be a change in the ownership or control 
of any member of Mortgagor, whether by transfer, sale, pledge or assignment, whether voluntarily 
or involuntarily, Mortgagee shall have the right in its sole option thereafter to declare all sums and 
the Obligations secured hereby and then unpaid to be due and payable forthwith although the period 
limited for the payment thereof shall not then have expired, anything contained to the contrary 
hereinbefore notwithstanding, and thereupon to exercise all of its rights and remedies under this 
Mortgage.   

18. Binding Effect:  All of the covenants and conditions hereof shall run with the land 
and shall be binding upon the successors and assigns of Mortgagor, and shall inure to the benefit of 
the successors and assigns of Mortgagee; any reference herein to “Mortgagee” shall include the 
successors and assigns of Mortgagee. 

19. Terms:  All nouns, pronouns and relative terms relating to Mortgagor and 
Mortgagee shall be deemed to be masculine, feminine or neuter, singular or plural, as the context 
may indicate.  If Mortgagor consists of more than one person, their liability hereunder shall be joint 
and several.  The term “Event of Default” shall have the meaning attributed to it in the Loan 
Agreement. 

20. Power of Sale:  WARNING.  THIS MORTGAGE CONTAINS A POWER OF 
SALE, AND, UPON AN EVENT OF DEFAULT, MAY BE FORECLOSED BY 
ADVERTISEMENT.  IN FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT, NO HEARING IS 
INVOLVED AND THE ONLY NOTICE REQUIRED IS TO PUBLISH NOTICE IN A LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER AND TO POST A COPY OF THE NOTICE ON THE MORTGAGED 
PROPERTY. 

21. Waiver:  IF THIS MORTGAGE IS FORECLOSED BY ADVERTISEMENT, 
MORTGAGOR HEREBY VOLUNTARILY INTELLIGENTLY AND KNOWINGLY WAIVES 
ALL RIGHTS, UNDER THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 
AND CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, TO ALL NOTICE AND TO 
ANY HEARING INITIATED BY MORTGAGEE IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE 
MENTIONED FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT, EXCEPT AS SET FORTH IN THE 
MICHIGAN STATUTE PROVIDING FOR FORECLOSURE BY ADVERTISEMENT. 

22. Non-Pledge:  Mortgagor will not, without the prior written consent of Mortgagee, 
mortgage or pledge as security for any other loans obtained by Mortgagor, the Mortgaged Property.  
If any such mortgage or pledge is entered into without the prior written consent of Mortgagee, the 
entire Obligations secured hereby, may, at the option of Mortgagee, be declared immediately due 
and payable without notice.  Further, Mortgagor also shall pay any and all other obligations, 
liabilities or debts which may become liens, security interest, encumbrances upon or charges against 
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the Mortgaged Property for any repairs or improvements that are now or may hereafter be made 
thereon, and shall not, without Mortgagee’s prior written consent permit any lien, security interest, 
encumbrance or charge of any kind to accrue and remain outstanding against the Mortgaged 
Property or any part thereof, or any improvements thereon, irrespective of whether such lien, 
security interest, encumbrance or charge is junior to the lien of this Mortgage unless bonded in 
accordance with applicable statutory provisions so as to remove the same from the real estate 
records or title insured by the title insurance company insuring the within Mortgage.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any Personal Property of Mortgagor by way of additions, 
replacements or substitutions is hereafter purchased and installed, affixed or placed by Mortgagor 
on the Premises under a security agreement the lien or title of which is superior to the lien created 
by this Mortgage, all the right, title and interest of Mortgagor in and to any and all such Personal 
Property, together with the benefit of any deposits or payments made thereon by Mortgagor shall 
nevertheless be and are hereby assigned to Mortgagee and are covered by the lien of this Mortgage. 

23. Security Agreement and Financing Statements:  Mortgagor (as Debtor) hereby 
grants to Mortgagee (as Creditor and Secured Party) as security for the payment of the Note and all 
other sums secured by this Mortgage, a security interest in all the Equipment and Personal Property 
and any other Collateral owned by Mortgagor described elsewhere in this Mortgage or in the Loan 
Agreement. 

Mortgagor shall execute any and all such documents, including without limitation, financing 
statements pursuant to the Uniform Commercial Code of the State of Michigan, as Mortgagee may 
reasonably request, to perfect, preserve and maintain the priority of the lien created hereby on 
property which may be deemed personal property or fixtures, and shall pay to Mortgagee on 
demand any reasonable out-of-pocket expenses incurred by any such Mortgagee in connection with 
the preparation, execution and filing of documents.  Mortgagor hereby authorizes and empowers 
Mortgagee to execute and file, on Mortgagor’s behalf, all financing statements and refilings and 
continuations thereof as Mortgagee deems necessary or advisable to create, preserve and protect 
said lien.  This Mortgage shall be deemed a security agreement as defined in said Uniform 
Commercial Code and the remedies for any violation of the covenants, terms and conditions of the 
agreements herein contained shall be cumulative and (i) as prescribed herein, or (ii) by general law, 
or (iii) as to such part of the security which is also reflected in said financing statement by the 
specific statutory consequences now or hereafter enacted and specified in the Uniform Commercial 
Code, all at Mortgagee’s sole election. 

24. Construction Mortgage:  The within Mortgage is a construction mortgage pursuant 
to Article 9 of the Michigan Uniform Commercial Code and secures the construction loan from 
Mortgagee to Mortgagor to provide Mortgagor with funds to construct the Building on the 
Premises. 

25. Fixture Filing Provisions:  If the security agreement described above covers goods 
which are or are to become fixtures, then this Mortgage shall be effective as a financing statement 
filed as a fixture filing from the date of the recording hereof.  In connection therewith and for the 
purposes of Article Nine of the Michigan Uniform Commercial Code, (a) Mortgagor is the “debtor” 
and is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of Michigan, (b) the 
organization number assigned debtor by the State of Michigan in which debtor is organized is 
800809597, (c) Mortgagee is the “secured party”, (d) information concerning the security interest 
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created hereby may be obtained from Mortgagee at its address set forth on page 1 of this Mortgage, 
(e) Mortgagor’s mailing address is set forth on page 1 hereof; and (f) the financing statement is to 
be recorded in the real property records for the county in which the Mortgaged Property is located. 

26. Future Advances:  This Mortgage secures the payment of all obligations of 
Mortgagor to Mortgagee, its successors or assigns, arising out of or in connection with the 
Obligations, howsoever created, arising or evidenced, whether direct or indirect, absolute or 
contingent or now or hereafter existing or due or to become due, including without limitation of the 
generality of the foregoing, future advances. 

[remainder of page intentionally left blank; signature page follows] 
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES 

Real estate situated in the City of Walker, County of Kent, State of Michigan, described as follows: 
 
PARCEL A: 
The East 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4; and also the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 
1/4 of the Southwest 1/4, Section 18, Town 7 North, Range 12 West, Kent County, Michigan, 
EXCEPT the East 50 feet thereof, AND ALSO EXCEPT commencing on the North right-of-way 
line of Leonard Street (66.00 feet wide) at its intersection with the West right-of-way line of Wilson 
Avenue (100.00 feet wide) (a/k/a S.T.L. M-11); thence North along the West right-of-way line of 
Wilson Avenue 20.00 feet; thence Southwesterly to a point on the North right-of-way line of 
Leonard Street which is 20.00 feet West of the place of beginning; thence East along the North 
right-of-way line of Leonard Street 20.00 feet to the place of beginning. 
 
PARCEL B: 
The Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 18, Town 7 North, Range 12 West, Kent County, 
Michigan, EXCEPT the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4, AND ALSO 
EXCEPT the East 50.00 feet thereof. 
 
Tax Item No. 41-13-18-300-018 
Commonly known as: 4463 Leonard Street NW, Walker, Michigan 49534 
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EXHIBIT B 

PERMITTED ENCUMBRANCES 

1. Liens for taxes and assessments which are not yet due and payable. 

2. Right of Way in favor of Consumers Power Company and the Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 52 MR, page 478. 

3. Release of Right of Way in favor of State Highway Commissioner of the State of 
Michigan and the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 
723, page 430. 

4. Release of Right of Way in favor of State Highway Commissioner of the State of 
Michigan and the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 
766, page 588. 

5. Public Utilities Easement in favor of City of Grand Rapids, a Michigan municipal 
corporation contained in instrument recorded in Instrument No. 20150915-0081374 

6. Terms and Conditions contained in Site Development and Storm Water Runoff 
Facility Maintenance Agreement as disclosed by instrument recorded in Instrument No. 20150304- 
0016670. 

7. Easement for Electric Facilities in favor of Consumers Energy Company contained 
in instrument recorded in Instrument No. 20160125-0006855. 

8. Mortgage in the original amount of $7,000,000.00 and $437,500.00 dated July 29, 
2016, recorded August 2, 2016, in Instrument No. 201608020064276, Affidavit of Interest Notice 
of Address Change recorded April 25, 2018 in Instrument No. 20180425-0031945. 

9. Financing Statement recorded September 7, 2016, in Instrument No. 20160907-
0075777, Amendment of Financing Statement recorded July 11, 2018 in Instrument No. 
201807110053203, Amendment of Financing Statement recorded July 24, 2018 in Instrument No. 
20180724-0056720. 

10. Any rights, title interest or claim thereof to that portion of the land taken, used or 
granted for streets, roads or highways.  

11. The following matters as disclosed by survey dated November 18, 2014, last revised 
January 16, 2015, prepared by Roosien & Associates, being Job No. 141280: 

a. Overhead lines crossing property and property lines. 
b. Light poles, transformers, phone risers, hydrant, and concrete water chamber 

on property. 
c. Metal framed storage tent and concrete pad encroaches from the North. 
d. Building encroaches into setback line. 
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Building Permit No: BLDG19-00024

4463  LEONARD ST

Grand Rapids, MI 49534

COUNTY: Kent

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group E, Education and Construction Type 2B is approved for use 

and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

10/08/2019Print Date:
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Building Permit No: BLDG18-01474

4463  Leonard

Walker, MI 49534

COUNTY: Kent

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group S-2, Storage 2 (Low Hazard) and Construction Type 5B is 

approved for use and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

09/26/2019Print Date:
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SCHEDULE 7 

REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

 

Required Information for a Public School Academy. This Schedule contains information 
required by the Code and the Contract. The required information for the Academy is contained in 
this Schedule 7. 
 

Section a. Governance Structure. The governance structure of 
the Academy is set forth in Section a of this 
Schedule.   

 
Section b. Educational Goal and Related Measures. The 

educational goal and related measures of the 
Academy are set forth in Section b of this Schedule.  

 
Section c. Educational Programs.  The educational programs of 

the Academy are set forth in Section c of this 
Schedule. 

 
Section d. Curriculum. The curriculum of the Academy is set 

forth in Section d of this Schedule.  
 
Section e. Methods of Pupil Assessment. The methods of pupil 

assessment of the Academy are set forth in Section e 
of this Schedule.   

 
Section f. Application and Enrollment of Students. The 

Academy’s criteria for the application and 
enrollment of students is set forth in Section f of this 
Schedule.   

 
Section g. School Calendar and School Day Schedule. The 

school calendar and school day schedule procedures 
are set forth in Section g of this Schedule. 

 
Section h. Age or Grade Range of Pupils. The age or grade 

range of pupils to be enrolled by the Academy is set 
forth in Section h of this Schedule. 



SECTION A 
 

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 
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GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 
 

The People of Michigan through their Constitution have provided that schools and the means of 
education shall forever be encouraged and have authorized the Legislature to maintain and support a 
system of free public elementary and secondary schools. All public schools are subject to the leadership 
and general supervision of the State Board of Education and the Legislature has authorized an alternative 
form of public school designated a "public school academy" to be created to serve the educational needs 
of pupils and has provided that pupils attending these schools shall be eligible for support from the State 
School Aid Fund. The Legislature has delegated to the governing boards of state public universities, 
community college boards, intermediate school district boards and local school district boards, the 
responsibility for authorizing the establishment of public school academies. The University Board has 
approved the issuance of a contract conferring certain rights, franchises, privileges, and obligations of a 
public school academy to the Academy Board. 
 

The Academy is incorporated as a Michigan nonprofit corporation, organized on a non-stock, 
directorship basis for the purpose of operating as a Michigan public school academy. The Academy shall 
conduct its affairs as a governmental entity exempt from federal income taxes under Section 115 of the 
United States Internal Revenue Code or any successor law. The Academy is a body corporate and is not a 
division or part of Central Michigan University. The relationship between the Academy and the 
University Board is based solely on the applicable provisions of the Code and the terms of this Contract. 
 

The Academy Board shall have at least five (5), but no more than nine (9) members, as 
determined by the University Board. Academy Board members shall be appointed according to the terms 
of the Method of Selection, Appointment and Removal Resolution adopted by the University Board. The 
Academy Board has all the powers and duties permitted by law to manage the business, property and 
affairs of the Academy and for adopting policies by which the Academy shall be governed. The Academy 
Board is responsible for assuring that the Academy operates according to the Terms and Conditions of 
this Contract and Applicable Law. Contract Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, set forth a further description 
of the Academy Board’s governance structure. 
 

Academy Board members shall serve in their individual capacity, and not as a representative or 
designee of any other person or entity. The Academy Board shall ensure compliance with Applicable Law 
relating to conflicts of interest and prohibited familial relationships, including Article IV, Sections 4.4 and 
4.5 of the Terms and Conditions of this Contract. 
 

Pursuant to applicable law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, 
Section 3.6, the Academy Board may employ or contract for personnel according to the position 
information outlined in Schedule 5. Before entering into an agreement with an Educational Service 
Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide personnel to perform services 
or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational Service Provider 
Policies issued by the Center.  
 
 



SECTION B 
 

EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
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EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.2, the Academy shall achieve or demonstrate measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the 
achievement of the educational goal identified in this schedule. Although an increase in academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils as measured by assessments and other objective criteria is the most 
important factor in determining the Academy’s progress toward the achievement of the educational goal, 
the Center also considers other factors. Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written 
report, along with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. In 
addition, the University expects the Academy will meet the State of Michigan’s accreditation standards 
pursuant to state and federal law. 
 
Educational Goal to be Achieved 
Prepare students academically for success in college, work and life. 
 
Measures to Assist In Determining Measurable Progress Toward Goal Achievement 
To assist in determining whether the Academy is achieving measurable progress toward the achievement 
of this goal, the Center will annually assess the Academy’s performance using the following measures. 
 
Measure 1: Student Achievement 
The academic achievement of all students who have been at the academy for one or more years1 in 
grades 3-8 will be assessed using the following measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing the current, spring, grade-level 
national norms2 on the NWEA Growth 
reading and math tests administered in the 
spring. 

Distribution (which will be in the form of percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

50% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing spring grade-level national norms 
over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students categorized as 
proficient or advanced on the most recent 
state assessment will surpass the school’s 
Composite Resident District (CRD) 
percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 One or more years students (also called 1+ students) are students who are enrolled in the academy on or before count day and are still enrolled at the end of a given 
academic year.   
2 Grade level national norms are updated periodically by NWEA following comprehensive norming studies. The Center will use the most updated national norms 
published by NWEA and will inform the Academy when they are updated and how the updated norms may impact analysis and performance reporting.  
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Measure 2: Student Growth 
The academic growth of all students in grades 3-8 at the Academy will be assessed using the following 
measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The median of student growth percentiles (MGP) 
reflecting fall-to-spring scaled score growth on the 
reading and math NWEA Growth tests. 

MGP: 
Exceeds ≥ 65th 
Meets ≥ 50th 
Approaching ≥ 45th 
Does not meet < 45th 

Reading: 
50 

Math: 
50 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students making at least one year’s 
growth over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be 
in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The mean student growth percentile reflecting growth 
on the two most recent state assessments will surpass 
the school’s Composite Resident District. 

Portfolio Distribution 
(which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 
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Measure 3: Post-Secondary Readiness: Grades 9-11 
The ‘on-track’ towards college readiness rates of all students in grades 9-11 will be assessed using the 
following measures and targets. 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
PSAT (grades 9 and 10) and 
SAT (grade 11) in Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing 
(EBRW) and Math. 

For EBRW, distribution (which will be in the form of 
percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 60.0% 
Approaching ≥ 50.0% 
Does not meet < 50.0% 

For Math, distribution (which will be in the form of 
percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 50.0% 
Meets ≥ 40.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

PSAT 9 
EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 
PSAT 10 

EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 

SAT 11 
EBRW: 60% 
Math: 40% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
PSAT (grades 9 and10) and SAT 
(grade 11) over time  
(CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current grade-level college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) will surpass the 
school’s Composite Resident 
District percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.3, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the educational programs 
identified in this schedule. 
 
The Educational Program is designed to provide students with knowledge, skills, and attitudes to 
exceed performance and behavior measures established by the Academy Board. In addition, the 
program gives staff parameters in which to perform responsibilities, provides parents and the 
general public with information on the specialized instructional program of the Academy and the 
achievement of the students. The Academy’s mission statement is the guiding statement for 
programs and activities. 
 
Mission 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (“Academy”) strives to provide an 
environment that will foster creativity, promote academic achievement, and develop sound 
character and citizenship principles emphasizing responsibility to the environment and society, 
and improving each child’s self-esteem and self-concept. 
 
The Academy is a theme school, a magnet school for children whose parents want children to 
receive an educational program in which environmental science is integrated into all areas of the 
curriculum and co-curricular activities. Inherent in the environmental science theme is the use of 
natural resources as the primary laboratory and the expectation that all children can utilize the 
scientific method as a sixth sense for learning. 
 
Elementary Education Program Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 
Sub-Schools 
The Academy divides the larger school into two sub-schools: an elementary sub-school and a 
secondary sub-school. Resource teachers and learning specialists float between sub-schools.  
 
The teachers of each sub-school, in essence, represent a professional learning community (“PLC”) 
of instructional professionals assigned the responsibility for academic achievement and social 
development of all children in the “community.” Teacher teams work collaboratively to ensure 
that each child is learning at the appropriate ability level. When a child is “underperforming,” the 
team works together to design an Individual Student Learning Plan (“ISLP”). The term 
“underperforming” applies equally to the child who is not working up to potential but is making 
good grades as it does to the child who is failing. 
 
Accelerated Learning 
The term that embraces the Academy’s instructional model is accelerated learning. The general 
definition embraces the basic tenets of Henry M. Levin’s (1996) Accelerated School model. The 
goal is to provide all children with challenging academic programs to ensure that all 
underachieving children learn with peers on the “level playing field” and that all children enjoy 
the same advantages as gifted and talented children. Working within the PLC, teachers, in 
partnerships with parents, are the fundamental components of the Accelerated School model. The 
Academy embraces these basic tenets for the delivery of instruction. 
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Performance-based Promotion  
Student promotion requires mastery of the curriculum scope and sequence for the respective grade 
levels. Performance-based promotion requires the Academy employ highly qualified teachers and 
ensure the curriculum, instruction, and assessment are aligned. Reliable, valid information and 
open communication characterize the partnership between teachers and parents. The Academy 
recognizes that each child learns at a different pace and establishes achievement checkpoints for 
student performance. A student who has not satisfactorily mastered the essential knowledge and 
skills for a grade level is supported through multi-tiered support. The team works with various 
research-based interventions. Another intervention would include summer school if a student is 
not mastering grade level standards as measured by grade level and standardized assessments. The 
team makes decisions on the promotion of a student, the retention of a student, or to promote a 
student with interventions. At the end of grade three, each student must demonstrate mastery of 
academic knowledge and skills requisite for promotion to grade four. The Academy uses 
Acadience to assess student progress in reading on “milestone tasks” and on “enabling skills.” 
Mastery is determined on the basis of multiple assessments ranging from Acadience assessments 
in reading, teacher-made tests, student demonstrations of competency and the student’s ISLP. To 
give students additional learning time, the Academy provides designated intervention time during 
the school day and extensive summer programs.  
 
Time 
To give students additional learning time, the Academy provides Academic Acceleration 
(intensive and subject-specific individualized tutorials for students who are not performing at 
grade level), extensive summer programs and parallel scheduling (whenever possible) for core 
curricula in grades kindergarten through fifth. The school day is structured so that the morning 
schedule is dedicated to the core curricula areas of reading/language arts, mathematics and social 
studies. Environmental science is integrated into these three core curriculum areas and science is 
taught as a stand-alone course to ensure mastery of science standards. If a student is deficient in 
basic skills and is not able to participate in added time programs, the student’s daily schedule is 
adjusted to ensure adequate time to achieve and learn with peers on the level playing field. 
 
School Day 
The school day includes seven hours and fifteen minutes, of which seven hours and five minutes 
will be instruction related. Students’ instructional time far exceeds the state’s required instructional 
time of 1,098 hours. The principal discourages any disruptions to the morning educational 
program. Instructional time is for instruction required of all students. To maximize student 
learning, the Academy also provides a full-day kindergarten program.  
 
Instructional Delivery 
Pre-Kindergarten 
The Academy operates an early childhood education program (Pre-Kindergarten and Great Start 
Readiness Program). On an annual basis, the Academy shall advise the Center on the current status 
of its early childhood education program. If changes occur in the Academy’s early childhood 
education program, the Academy shall file a revised Early Childhood Education Questionnaire 
with the Center.   
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Unless permitted under Applicable Law or administrative rule, the Academy shall not use the state 
school aid funds to establish or operate its early childhood educational program. In accordance 
with Applicable Law and administrative rule, the Academy shall budget and account for funds and 
expenses associated with its early childhood educational program. 
 
Lower and Upper Elementary 
Elementary school grades use a self-contained model for program delivery. Students have resource 
teachers in such areas as art, music, physical education and Spanish. Depending on the subject, 
students remain in the classroom or go to another area of the building or grounds. To prepare 
students for middle school, the Academy may follow a departmentalized model for program 
delivery, when appropriate, for accelerated learning, stronger curriculum and deeper content 
knowledge on the part of staff. 
 
Educators of Excellence 
The Academy hires educators who believe that excellence derives from mastering details, 
comprehending concepts and applying knowledge and skills in the real world. The Academy does 
not just believe all children can learn, but insists that all children will learn. Pedagogy must make 
a difference in a child’s learning. Students are expected to master materials, apply knowledge to 
concepts and reflect on learning. Students who attend the Academy understand that this is a theme 
school and the great outdoors is a natural laboratory. Students must want the outdoors experience, 
including working the land; searching ponds, streams, lakes and rivers; and working to conserve 
the environment for future generations. The Academy offers a “hands-on” learning experience to 
students who choose that type of education. 
 
The Academy will not track children by ability as convinced by evidence that early tracking 
typecasts children into polarized groups of haves and have-nots, winners and losers, smart and 
dumb. For slower learners, consigned to watered-down curriculum, the judgment too often 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. Instead, teachers use differentiated instruction methods to 
encourage all students to excel by concentrating on and engaging students in meaningful learning 
activities and by holding students to high academic standards. 
 
The premise for learning is that character development and personal management skills form the 
basis for schooling. Empowered students take responsibility for personal learning and 
development. The Academy facilitates learning within an environment that encourages high 
ethical and academic standards and reinforces the positive values taught at home. 
 
Curriculum 
The Academy embraces the Michigan Academic Standards (“MAS”) as its minimum standards of 
learning. The curriculum scope and sequence attempts to extend the minimum standards through 
accelerated learning practices and differentiated instruction. The scope and sequence aligns to the 
MAS. 
 
Students can accelerate “forward” for more academic challenge by cross grade learning projects 
and resource instruction. Students can leave the primary care teacher with a parent’s permission. 
Performance-based promotion does not allow students to go “backward” to a lower grade because 
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the child has been certified by the prior year’s teacher as having achieved the academic knowledge 
and skills essential to success at the next grade level. 
 
The Academy’s curriculum aligns with the MAS. The curriculum is reviewed annually by Choice 
Schools’ Associate Director of Curriculum and Instruction. Accelerated learning principles and 
differentiated instruction accentuate the need for proper sequencing of learning objectives and 
experiences. 
 
Content Areas 
Reading/Language Arts 
The Academy uses a research-based language arts program. The reading instruction includes 
phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, as well as fluency, vocabulary and text 
comprehension instruction supplemented with a guided reading program. Emergent readers read 
leveled books, big books and trade books which feature a blend of phonics and sight word practice. 
 
Through phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, students learn the ability to hear 
and manipulate the sounds in spoken words and understand that spoken words and syllables are 
made up of sequences of speech sounds. This is essential to learning to read in an alphabetic writing 
system because letters represent sounds or phonemes. Furthermore, an understanding of the 
systematic and predictable relationships between written letters and spoken sounds, and 
knowledge of these relationships, helps early readers recognize familiar words accurately, 
automatically and assists in the “decoding” of new words. 
 
However, phonics cannot stand alone; students’ ability to read fluently is also important. Fluency 
instruction teaches students to read and reread a text a certain number of times or until a certain 
level of understanding is reached. Four readings are sufficient for most students, but oral reading 
practice is increased through the use of audiotapes, tutors and peer guidance. To further increase 
fluency, a strong vocabulary base must be taught. The two best strategies for students to learn 
vocabulary include indirect and direct teaching instruction. Indirect instruction allows students to 
engage daily in oral language, listen to adults read aloud and read extensively independently. 
Direct instruction explicitly teaches both individual words and word learning strategies. 
 
The Academy believes that comprehension instruction ties all the pieces together. Comprehension 
gives students a purpose for reading, focuses attention on the learning and helps students to think 
actively while reading. Additionally, it helps students to review content and make connections to 
prior knowledge and new learning. Once reading is taught, the Academy’s curriculum intensifies 
the writing expectations. Students practice recalling readings and write the main details from the 
story, as well as analyze characters and explain content meaning. 
 
The Academy believes in writing across the curriculum to achieve mastery toward the MAS. 
Students write for a variety of purposes and projects. Writing assignments include daily short- to 
long-term projects. Daily projects include, but are not limited to, journals and environmental logs. 
Short-term assignments include, but are not limited to, letter writing, project proposals, grant 
writing, environmental reports, Role, Audience, Format, Topic, Strong verb (“RAFTS”) strategy 
and papers that make a real-life connection to the text. Long-term assignments typically involve 
multiple draft papers and span anywhere from four weeks to an entire year. In addition to writing, 
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students are taught to edit. Through the process of peer editing, students learn to view writing 
through a critical eye. Students edit papers on the following content: ideas, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation. 
 
The Academy has established the foundation for a strong language arts program. In order for the 
program to grow and maintain higher student achievements, the Academy utilizes PLC to research 
best practices and close any curriculum gaps that may arise as content changes. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics as a discipline has its own language, patterns of thinking and conventions. The goal 
of mathematics is to develop in students the higher-order, problem-solving skills. The Academy’s 
program strives to achieve that goal but believes students need a solid grasp of basic facts as the 
prerequisite for problem solving within all mathematical operations. A certain amount of practice, 
including “drill and kill,” occurs in the process of learning basic mathematics facts and operations. 
Students practice concepts and constantly review and confirm skills. Practice also extends to 
examining different approaches to solving problems in different types of situations. At the 
Academy, students learn the fundamentals and apply concepts in order to move to the next level 
of problem solving. 
 
Mathematics typically stands alone as a subject and is seldom integrated into other subjects until 
students master the fundamental basic skills and operations. A building block approach introduces 
topics in small increments, one bit building upon another in a natural progression, until the student 
masters the concepts and the skills through daily and cumulative practice. As bits develop into 
concepts, students respond to questions and hands-on problem solving situations to make step-by-
step progress from mastery and application of basic skills to simple, practical problem solving and 
higher-order problem solving. As students move toward higher-order problem solving, teachers 
are encouraged to meet in PLC and integrate environmental science topics into lessons. This 
increases deep knowledge learning for basic facts and operations, and for problem solving when 
appropriate. 
 
Science 
Science education is two-pronged but interrelated. First, the program of studies introduces students 
to science concepts at appropriate grade levels to prepare students for the state assessment based 
on the MAS. Second, the program embeds environmental science topics throughout the curriculum 
in all subjects. As the Academy is located on a diverse 62-acre parcel of land, many natural 
resources (e.g., Lake Michigan and Grand River for the study of water and water life) are 
accessible for use by staff and students. An Environmental Specialist works directly with 
instructional staff to bring lesson plans to life. The specialist is central to the delivery of a unique, 
hands-on curriculum with environmental science integration. 
 
The Academy uses a spiral format to deliver environmental science topics. Kindergarten students 
learn basic science facts in a hands-on setting where students can apply simple facts to real world 
situations. The spiral works much like a column of content; simple to complex, recitation to 
problem solving. The natural resources of the region serve as the laboratory of the Academy’s 
environmental theme. Students receive direct, hands-on learning opportunities in which to 
experiment and observe. 
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The monthly environmental science themes have been identified for teachers to integrate across 
the curriculum. The monthly themes are as follows: 

● Ecosystems & living things; water 
● Weather & climate 
● Winter ecology 
● Space exploration & environmental global issues 
● Science fair 
● Natural history 
● Energy 
● Land use 
● Agriculture 

 
To further promote environmental studies, sixth grade students, with parental permission, 
participate in an overnight (two to four nights) Environmental Awareness Camp experience. The 
camp is under the guidance of the Environmental Specialist supported by staff and parent 
volunteers.  
 
The Academy also sponsors an annual competitive science fair learning experience. Students work 
with staff advisors and prepare a science fair entry. Entries are reviewed by peers and made 
available for public view. A panel of judges, including local media and Academy Board 
representation, offers insight and feedback on fair entries and has the responsibility of judging 
entries. Additionally, as a community outreach program, the Academy endeavors to partner with 
local farm organizations and provide spring and summer opportunities for community gardening. 
 
Social Studies 
Social studies represent the integrated study of the social sciences and environmental stewardship 
to promote civic competence and good citizenship. Emphasis is placed on the principles of 
democracy. Practical, real-world environmental issues are processed through democratic 
institutions in a representative democracy. 
 
The social studies curriculum is designed to develop enlightened citizens. Students are active 
members of a club or organization serving to improve the Academy and/or home community 
through active citizen involvement.  
 
Resource Programs 
Resource programs may be offered by qualified teachers in the curricular areas of: 

● arts (visual art and possibly instrumental music) 
● physical education 
● foreign language 

 
Arts 
The Academy wishes to make the arts (e.g., art, drama, music and dance) an indispensable 
component of a child’s education, while at the same time placing the strongest emphasis on the 
basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, arithmetic, application of scientific knowledge and 
citizenship. The arts offer children opportunities to assimilate and apply learning in ways relevant 
and meaningful to personal experiences. The enhanced skills of communication, analysis and self-
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expression enable students to understand the surrounding world. In art, students become 
acquainted with great painters, sculptors and architects. Children refine the ability to interpret art 
by examining diverse art works, discussing the elements (e.g., perspective, proportion and scale) 
present in the works and by learning about characteristics of art from different periods. Doing is 
very important to art instruction and students get the opportunity to create drawings, paintings and 
sculptures. 
 
The classroom teacher integrates the arts into the core curriculum while the art resource teacher 
provides appropriate and specialized instruction in visual art. Art and music activities nurture 
creativity. Students get practice imagining, experimenting, solving problems, thinking 
independently and making independent decisions. As a result, students gain pride in 
accomplishment. 
 
The best way for children to explore the arts is through participation. Active practice at painting, 
drawing, sculpting, singing and playing simple instruments paves the way to understanding and to 
self-expression. Instruction in art includes activities such as painting, drawing and craft making. 
Students learn about elements such as shape, form, color and texture, and examine famous 
examples of sculpture, painting, photography, design and architecture, as well as folk art. In 
addition to being a medium of self-expression, art skills are useful to the individual in 
communications and related careers. Early exposure to the right art instruction allows the child to 
become art literate and able to access the creativity and expression natural to the child and bring it 
forward into adulthood. 
 
Lessons take place on three fronts: creative, analytical and historical. Students learn much by 
looking at outstanding examples of art, listening to different types of wonderful music, reading 
about composers and artists, learning about some artistic and music concepts and terms, and 
studying the cultures and periods in which works were produced. Teachers at all levels utilize art 
activities in regular instruction. The art resource teacher acts as a coordinator to work with 
teachers, as well as students, to bring the creative spirit into art explorations. 
 
Music 
Music is integrated into the core curriculum by the classroom teacher, whenever appropriate, and 
specialized instruction is provided by the music resource teacher. At the lower elementary level, 
music instruction focuses on students singing, playing games and experimenting with different 
instruments. Students learn the concepts such as rhythm, pitch, volume and how to read music. In 
addition, students become familiar with different instruments and the sounds, and listen to a wide 
range of recordings. In the upper elementary grades, music instruction expands to include more 
background knowledge about great art and music from various cultures. When studying a work, 
students learn about the historical and cultural context of the time in which the piece was created. 
 
In music, students become familiar with famous composers and sample a wide range of recordings 
ranging from Gregorian chants and classical music to American folk songs and popular music. 
Students continue to learn more about elementary music theory and about reading music. In 
addition, students also play some instruments (e.g., keyboard and recorder). Formal instruction in 
musical instruments for interested children may be provided as after-school enrichment. 
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Physical Education 
Physical education is provided for students in kindergarten through grade five. Organized physical 
education provides knowledge, skills and motivation needed for a lifetime of health and exercise. 
The physical education program aligns with the Academy’s character education program. Students 
learn about teamwork, the importance of playing fairly, winning gracefully, and accepting defeat 
in good spirit. Physical education contributes to academic achievement as disciplined activity 
sharpens both mental acuity and an individual’s appetite for learning. 
 
Lower elementary students begin with such physical skills as running, jumping, throwing, catching 
and kicking. In addition, simple games and exercises such as rope jumping, foot races, dances, 
simple gymnastics and stretching build body control and coordination. Exercise as a valid part of 
life is professed, taught and modeled by adults. Instruction encourages fitness, respect for rules, 
sportsmanship, safety and the proper use of equipment. Activities give practice in rhythm, agility, 
balance, changing direction and building speed. The use of kinetic energy to relieve stress, 
cooperate with a team or compete for success is basic to the physical education of children. 
 
In upper elementary grades, students take the skills learned in earlier grades and apply to popular 
American team sports (e.g., soccer, basketball and softball) and individual sports (e.g., tumbling, 
foot races and in-line skating). Students learn rules and skills. Each child is encouraged to choose 
an activity such as running or basketball, which can translate into a lifelong habit of exercise and 
physical activity. Students learn about healthy competition and the value of striving toward 
achieving a team or individual goal. Athletics are an excellent place to learn the value of being a 
good sport and about winning and losing in other aspects of life. Students participate in a wide 
range of competitive and noncompetitive activities which build stamina, strength and agility. 
Activities continue to emphasize fitness, respect for rules, sportsmanship, safety and proper use of 
equipment. 
 
Foreign Language 
The Academy offers Spanish language instruction to students. The foreign language program 
teaches students the root words of fundamental languages. The curriculum focuses on a single 
language at certain grade levels. Students learn to read, write and speak through lessons focusing 
on acquisition skills. 
 
Co-Curricular Programs 
The Academy encourages student organizations related to environmental science. All teachers are 
encouraged to sponsor a school-related student organization to involve all children in sustaining 
the environment and to develop sound conservation and protection habits to carry into adulthood. 
 
Emotional Intelligence 
Academic schooling concerns itself with abstract intelligence (the ability to understand and 
manipulate with verbal and mathematics symbols) and concrete intelligence (the ability to 
understand and manipulate with objects). Leadership and performance studies (Goleman, 1998) 
suggest that social intelligence, the ability to understand and relate to people, is important to 
educating boys and girls as enlightened citizens and responsible family and community members. 
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Central to social intelligence is emotional intelligence. Goleman defines emotional intelligence as 
“the capacity for recognizing our own feelings and those of others, for motivating ourselves, and 
for managing emotions well in ourselves and in our relationships. Emotional intelligence describes 
abilities distinct from, but complementary to, academic intelligence, the purely cognitive 
capacities measured by IQ.” Goleman categorizes emotional intelligence into the five basic 
emotional and social competencies of self-awareness, self-regulations, motivation, empathy and 
social skills. 
 
Emotional intelligence assists students in overcoming conflict and resolving disputes. Further, 
emotional intelligence enables teachers to understand learning difficulties, develop teaching 
strategies, design assessment techniques and help students understand the role in the community 
as team members, students, family and caretakers. Individuals with high emotional intelligence 
often outperform people with higher levels of intellectual intelligence. 
 
The Academy encourages teachers and support staff to participate in ongoing training in emotional 
intelligence and the application in school settings. A focal point of the training is to empower 
teachers with the knowledge and skills to carry out emotional literacy prevention programs. The 
most effective programs in emotional literacy developed as a response to violence and conflict 
resolution. 
 
Learning Strategies 
To raise academic performance, the Academy examines the manner in which individual students 
learn. The goal of teaching learning strategies is the development of a learner who actively and 
effectively monitors learning. To assist with learning strategies, instructional staff follow a 
common lesson plan framework. 
 
Examples of effective learning strategies include the following: 

● setting goals and planning an approach 
● focusing attention on the information that is most important 
● forming mental frameworks for organizing and understanding information 
● linking new ideas with prior knowledge in order to make connections and add personal 

meaning 
● monitoring personal comprehension of material to be learned and recognizing when one 

needs to change the learning approach (Derry 1989, Thomas 1993 Raforth, Leal, and 
Defabo 1993, and Weinstein et.al. 1999) 

 
Teaching learning strategies makes significant differences in students’ academic performance, 
creates independent learners and builds self-confidence. Learning strategies address the needs of 
all learners (e.g., below grade level and gifted and talented) and students practice and apply the 
strategies across the curriculum. Assessment ensures learning strategies become part of each 
student’s regular learning repertoire. 
 
Teachers also model strategic thinking. Teachers talking about thinking and doing may help 
children to better understand the thought process. The teacher who consistently “thinks out loud” 
and encourages it on the part of students also has an excellent diagnostic tool available (ERS, 
2000). 
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Educational Program Development (“EDP”) 
To further empower students, the Academy requires students to create an EDP. An EDP is a 
document that reflects student educational and career goals, methods to achieve these goals and 
student activities and achievements. A student designs an EDP under the supervision of an 
academic specialist. Each EDP contains the following essential elements: personal information 
such as the student’s name, date of birth and grade level; education, training and career goals; 
assessment results, both career- and academic-related; and a plan of action, including high school 
course selections, expected graduation date and timeline for college application. 
 
Students develop an EDP in seventh grade. Starting the EDP in middle school assists students in 
planning for high school curriculum and post-secondary goals. An EDP is updated as student 
interests and abilities become more evident and focused. 
 
Special Education and Section 504 
When making educational placement decisions for students with disabilities, the Academy will 
ensure that parents are contributing members of the Individualized Educational Program (“IEP”) 
team, and together the team will make decisions that are subject to requirements regarding the 
provision of the least-restrictive environment. When determining how services will be delivered 
to students with disabilities, the Academy will follow all Special Education Rules as issued by the 
Michigan Department of Education. If a child with a current IEP enrolls in the Academy, the 
Academy will implement the existing IEP to the extent possible, or will provide an interim IEP 
agreed upon by parents until a new IEP can be developed. IEPs will be developed, revised and 
implemented in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 
(“IDEIA”) and state law and regulations. 
 
The Academy will fully comply with federal laws and regulations governing children with 
disabilities as follows: 

1. The Academy is responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to 
children with disabilities enrolled in the Academy that have been determined through an 
IEP to require Special Education programs and services. 

2. The Academy will ensure that children who are suspected of having disabilities are 
properly evaluated by a multidisciplinary team, as defined in the Michigan Special 
Education Rules, and that children who have already been identified are re-evaluated by 
the multidisciplinary team at least every three years. 

3. When a multidisciplinary team determines that a special education student requires 
Special Education programs and/or services, the Academy will ensure that the IEP is 
fully implemented in accordance with IDEIA, and reviewed on an annual basis or more 
frequently as determined by the IEP team.  

 
The special education program uses the inclusion model for providing programs and services to 
students with IEPs. Each individual IEP is tailored to the individual needs of the student; this might 
include a pull out model or an inclusion model. The IEP team always takes into consideration the 
least restrictive environment for each student. If a student is pulled-out from class, the 
intervention/service/program must be described in an IEP or a 504 Plan. The staff recognize and 
honor the educational program stated in an IEP for a student in special education, or a 504 plan for 
a qualified student.  
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Secondary Educational Program Sixth through Twelfth Grades 
The mission statement guides the Educational Program and practices for grades six through twelve. 
 
Educational Program – General Characteristics 
The Academy’s high school program is characterized by: 

● a focus on the core curriculum and environmental science and by co-curricular offerings in 
the arts and humanities for interested students 

● integrated (interdisciplinary) units of study 
● self-paced, individualized and competency based lessons 
● technology integration 
● assessing at three levels of achievement: competent (70%), proficient (80%), and mastery 

(90%) through multiple means of assessment, ranging from state assessments aligned with 
the Michigan Merit Curriculum (“MMC”), Northwest Evaluation Association™ 
(“NWEA™”) Measures of Academic Progress® (“MAP®”) Growth™, and SAT®/ACT® 
test, to demonstrations of authentic works 

● Michigan Merit Graduation Units along with dual enrollment with post-secondary credit 
Environmental Science Specialists who coordinate the integration of environmental 
science across the curriculum 

● true to the basic tenets of the charter 
 
Program of Studies 
The program of study provides learning modules in the following areas: 
 
1. Sciences 

a. Comprehensive environmental sciences (e.g., agriculture and agribusiness, anatomy and 
physiology, astronomy, botany, chemistry, ecosystems, energy, health and medicine, 
mathematics, meteorology, microbiology, physics, and zoology) 

b. Social sciences (e.g., anthropology, geography, demographics, and economics) 
2. Community Service 

a. Volunteer service required annually 
b. Senior community service project 
c. Occupations and work ethic 

3. Senior demonstration project based on student’s major emphasis of study 
 
Program Responsibility 
High school is a time to try out interests, to take some risks and to measure oneself against the 
task. The first responsibility is always to oneself, to discover one’s potential, interests and 
limitations. Teachers and parents are critical partners in the child’s education. There must be open, 
honest dialogue and communication structures to ensure students and parents clearly know the 
student’s status of progress in school. 
 
Student Learning Plan 
The educational program is the responsibility of the stakeholders: student-parent-teacher. Each 
student works with a project design team consisting of a teacher (or teachers) and parent(s) to 
evaluate the ISLP. In the spring of the second and third years, the ISLP is expanded on the basis 
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of the student’s progress to that point in time. All parties through the first three years of high school 
must approve the plan. 
 
High School Students: Students complete opportunities to demonstrate shared inquiry and project 
planning. The student must also demonstrate skills in the use of technology for word processing, 
spreadsheets, databases and Internet searches.  The students begin practicing the skills leading up 
the senior project.  Students research, design, problem solve and present material to stakeholders. 
These experiences can be seen in each high school class. 
 
Fourth-Year Students/Senior Project: The senior student continues the major area of study and 
constructs two plans: occupational and community service. The two plans assist the student in 
pursuing post-high school plans and finding a place in the community as a citizen and a learner. 
In their senior year, the student presents the senior project which is a presentation or demonstration 
of the major area of study. 
 
The student learning plan consists of the following minimum components: 

● Requisite competencies (an outline of academic knowledge and skills that demonstrate the 
student’s readiness for the learning module); 

● Core competencies (essential knowledge and skills that must be learned in this module); 
● Interdisciplinary platforms for learning (structure/framework for student-centered inquiry 

into the topic; context within which students identify essential questions which generate 
content sequences); 

● Assessments (means by which student achievement of core competencies and higher order 
thinking are measured). 

 
Throughout the four (or more) years in the Academy, students participate actively in community 
events concerning environmental science. Students in the fourth year participate in activities 
associated with the individual’s major area of study and senior project. 
 
Program Delivery 
The core curriculum competencies coincide with the MAS for graduation. The Academy uses the 
MMC analysis and SAT/ACT alignment as guides for measuring student achievement against the 
MAS. To be promoted from one grade to the next, the student demonstrates mastery in the core 
curriculum competencies. 
 
The most difficult component of an integrated, self-paced competency-based program is 
management by the student and the teacher. The ownership students take regarding education 
reflects the mission of the Academy. The environment, structure and content promote the self-
learner concept in which students participate in constructing a personal knowledge base and 
learning problem-solving strategies. The scope of students’ education extends beyond the 
traditional classroom as students interact with mentors, the community and the physical 
environment. 
 
First, the student (with close guidance from parents) must be responsible and reliable. Learning is 
the product of student inquiry into the topic. The student is the point of convergence for learning. 
Each student has a learning style, just as each teacher has a teaching style. In designing the program 
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for a student, care is taken to incorporate the work of Howard Gardner on multiple intelligences, 
Daniel Goleman on emotional intelligence and Eric Jensen on brain-compatible learning. This is 
an important component in staff development, the introductory student seminar and developing 
the student learning plan. 
 
Second, the teacher acts as a resource person, a guide to the student and is firm in expressing 
expectations and demanding excellence. The teacher must be gifted in inquiry-based instruction, 
authentic assessment, human relations skills with parents and students and in the use of technology. 
The teacher is an instructional leader. 
 
Third, technology is critical to every phase of learning: presentation, research, expression and 
managing data. Technology becomes the infrastructure for learning and is interwoven into each 
strand of study. Technology is consistently used in all strands of study to enrich instruction and 
provide a deeper learning experience. Technology is also utilized for science fair and senior 
projects. All students are issued wireless network accounts for use in producing and storing 
educational products. 
 
Fourth, the Academy community becomes the laboratory for learning. The classroom is wherever 
the resource is located. It may be a farm, golf course, or ski slope; Lake Michigan, or a puddle out 
back; the reservation, or the river; the community college, or a nursing home; distance learning, or 
working with a hoe; or on a fishing boat, library, foreign country; a soup kitchen, or the hospital; 
the surrounding which best contributes to the project’s learning outcomes is the student’s 
laboratory. 
 
A challenge in a project-based instructional program is instruction in the core curriculum: English, 
mathematics, sciences, social sciences and foreign language. In the first and second years, students 
take coursework to strengthen or accelerate knowledge and skills in academic core courses. In 
English, major emphasis is placed on analytical thinking skills and writing. Literature is correlated 
to the humanities to reinforce interdisciplinary studies. Science and mathematics courses 
emphasize processes, applications and data analysis that prepare the student to engage in research 
projects. 
 
Select years that a student is involved in a science course or project, the student submits a science 
fair project to be exhibited at a school-wide science exhibition. Students can also enter “open 
entry” science fairs in the region, including the community college or four-year colleges. The 
sophistication of science fair entries, including statistical analysis of data, must increase 
significantly each year. 
 
In selected foreign languages, the Academy uses a proficiency framework as a primary basis for 
determining student performance. 
 
Thinking skills are integrated into each of the core disciplines. Reading comprehension specifically 
addresses the following thinking skills: comparison/contrast, drawing conclusions, making 
judgments based on context clues and critical analysis of literature. The various modes of discourse 
in writing require logical reasoning, analytical thinking and creative thinking. Problem-solving 
skills are a basic requirement in math. Divergent, inventive and analytical thinking are necessary 
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to succeed in a research-based science curriculum. In social sciences, learning experiences that are 
analytical, evaluative and critical as well as creative in scope, will be mastered. Students learn to 
distinguish between and use primary sources and secondary sources in developing analytical and 
problem-solving projects. Students are also required to pass a geography competency test. 
 
The difference in project work and traditional classroom time is apparent. One is inquiry and 
student centered, and the other is content and teacher centered. Both are essential to meeting the 
literacy, developmental and reasoning needs of all students. Both types of learning are integral to 
the charter’s vision and supplement and complement one another. A student must have the basic 
skills to be successful with higher-order thinking. Katz (1994) differentiates systematic instruction 
and project work in the following manner: 
 

Systematic instruction (1) helps children acquire skills, (2) addresses deficiencies in 
children’s learning, (3) stresses extrinsic motivation, and (4) allows teachers to direct the 
children’s work, use expertise, and specify the tasks that the children perform. Project 
work, in contrast (1) provides children with opportunities to apply skills (2) addresses 
children’s proficiencies (3) stresses intrinsic motivation, and (4) encourages children to 
determine what to work on and accepts the student as experts about individual needs. Both 
systematic instruction and project work have an important place in the curriculum. 
 

The use of themes (broad concept or topic) and units (pre-planned lessons and activities) in 
systematic instruction assist students in learning the skills required for project work. The teacher 
shares responsibility with the student in making the transition from systematic instruction to 
project work. 
 
Special needs students flourish in the Academy. Research and experience indicate that many 
special needs individuals are truly gifted and talented in technology and the sciences. The 
instructional model for special education is the immersion model, which calls for special needs 
students to work side by side with the regular education peers in all subjects. There may be an 
occasional need for special instruction or accommodations for special needs students. Those 
adjustments do not compromise the integrity of the Educational Program. 
 
Health, Physical Education and Civics 
Health, physical education and civics are required by Michigan law to be part of a student’s high 
school education. To accomplish those requirements in a manner that exceeds traditional 
programs, the following approach is suggested: 
 

Health: The health curriculum is embedded in the sciences strand and will be integrated 
into the sciences. Competencies are identified for student mastery and records kept to 
indicate a student’s accomplishment of the competencies. 
 
Physical Education: Physical education, provided through a diverse model, allows “sports 
in season” participation, membership in a health club/gymnasium, and/or participation in 
leisure-time physical fitness activities. Students report monthly on physical fitness 
activities. Physical education is also offered as a regular class for students in seventh and 
eighth grades and is available for high school students. 
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Civics: Civics is embedded in the sciences strand and is important to practices associated 
with an open learning environment. Students are taught the guiding principles of civics 
education but will have to live the principles daily as a member of the Academy’s learning 
community. The Academy’s Code of Student Conduct is integrated into civics as a 
partnership in responsibility. 

 
Advanced Placement® (“AP®”) Classes 
Students enroll in AP courses in areas of interest. All students have the opportunity take the AP 
course in one of the areas tested. The Academy pays the cost associated with taking an AP course 
provided the student completes the program of study, takes the AP examination and scores a 3 or 
higher on the examination. 
 
Community Service 
Students become actively engaged in community service as a requirement of graduation. The 
purpose of the requirement is to provide meaningful service and community learning experiences 
with the goal of developing students into mature and knowledgeable citizens who take 
responsibility for communities. Goals include the following: 
 

● To provide meaningful service learning opportunities and community service experiences 
for students 

● To support students’ efforts to make voices heard and actions felt on important community 
issues 

● To encourage students and other community members to break down barriers, particularly 
across ethnic and class lines, and work together to solve common problems 

● To foster students’ realization of a personal identity as part of a greater whole and nurture 
passion for active citizenship 

 
Important to the success of the community service program are (1) the emphasis of the humanities 
program on civic responsibility in all aspects of life, (2) faculty encouraging students to become 
active participants in school and community affairs, and (3) the active involvement of community 
leaders in making opportunities available to students. Of course, of extreme importance is the 
attitude of students toward community service learning through participation and development of 
an ethic of involvement. 
 
Students prepare for service learning projects through the social studies program. Preparation 
includes knowledge of national, state and local government; principles of democracy, 
representative democracy, federalism and states’ rights; and seminars on service, methods of 
effective communication and team building. Students select a respective service project during the 
seminar and develop a project plan with the seminar leader and the service organization 
representative. 
 
Travel Abroad 
Students whose major area of study encourages study abroad may write foreign travel into the 
student learning plan. The individual nature of the plan permits students to pursue comprehensive 
studies while traveling away from the Academy and thus being considered to be enrolled in the 
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educational program of the Academy. Interaction with teachers and mentors and regular progress 
reports can be transmitted by electronic mail, telephone, telefax and regular mail. 
 
Organization of Student Interventions 
Students meet daily with a teacher or teachers for academic acceleration and intervention sessions. 
These sessions focus upon basic skills in the areas of English, math, scientific inquiry, historical 
method, primary and secondary research, writing workshop, public speaking, the political process 
and/or civics. Through a series of written tests, oral examinations and demonstrations, the student 
demonstrates sufficient mastery of the prerequisite knowledge and skills. The MAS guide the 
minimal basic skills that a student is required to master. 
 
Requisite Knowledge and Skills 
For a student to be classified as a fourth year student and begin design of the senior project (which 
is scheduled for the third year), the individual must demonstrate competence in the following 
subject areas: 

● reading comprehension at the eleventh grade level as measured on criterion reference tests 
● composition skills for expository, narrative and persuasive writing as measured by writing 

rubrics 
● Algebra I and II, geometry competencies as measured by criterion reference tests 
● application of the scientific method to real-world situations as demonstrated through 

science experiments 
● local, state and federal government structure and functions as demonstrated in position 

papers on government in daily lives 
● civics and citizenship, principles of democracy as demonstrated by activity within the west 

Michigan community, especially the student’s home community 
● application of the historical method to research as demonstrated in a primary research 

project 
● use of basic applications of technology for production and research 

 
A mentorship is a form of learning, which integrates theory and application through experience. 
The senior project requires a student to do research and develop a project under the direction of a 
senior project mentor, a school professional, or other Subject Matter Expert (“SME”). Participation 
in the senior project requires maturity on the part of the student and a strong commitment from the 
senior project mentor. 
 
Assessment of Student Achievement 
The program has been developed to reflect MAS and the MMC with added focus on environmental 
science. Parents receive timely reports of the child’s progress according to the following levels of 
achievement as outlined in the Academy’s program of study: 

● Competent Mastery of a competency at the 70% level of achievement 
● Proficient Mastery of a competency at the 80% level of achievement 
● Mastery Mastery of a competency at the 90% level of achievement 

 
If a student has not achieved one of these three levels of achievement, there will not be a 
designation of progress. The student plan clearly states that the competency must be achieved 
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before the student can complete the requirements of the plan, thus every competency is always a 
work in progress. 
 
Students assess individual projects, indicating problems encountered and solutions developed. 
Self-assessment, at a minimum, correlate students’ works to the respective student learning plans. 
Students are expected to demonstrate the ability to comprehend and to conduct detailed analyses, 
make leaps of intuition, hypothesize other possibilities and evaluate and improve personal work. 
 
Self-assessment can take many forms, including: 

● Writing conferences 
● Discussion (small group or individual with teacher/mentor) 
● Reflection logs 
● Weekly self-evaluations 
● Self-assessment checklists and inventories 
● Teacher-student interviews 

 
These types of self-assessment require that a student review work to determine what has been 
learned and what areas of confusion still exist. Students understand the criteria for good work 
before beginning a project. As students gain experience in evaluating work, the student learns how 
to set criteria for good work with clarity. Student observations and reflections provide valuable 
feedback for refining the student learning plan and making it a work in progress. 
 
Appropriate evaluation always compares the student’s current work to earlier work. This 
evaluation indicates the student’s progress toward the performance standards consistent with the 
student learning plan and developmental expectations. The teacher’s conclusions about a student’s 
achievement, abilities, strengths, weaknesses and needs are based on the full range of the student’s 
development, as documented by the data in the ISLP, and on the teacher/mentor’s knowledge of 
curriculum and stages of development. The use of an ISLP provides teachers with a comprehensive 
system for planning parent-teacher conferences. The parent and teacher review concrete examples 
of the student’s work rather than trying to discuss the child’s progress in the abstract. Open 
communication occurs regularly with parents, and parents are informed of the student’s 
performance. 
 
In addition to the levels of achievement, self–assessment, and the ISLP, the Academy utilizes other 
assessments to monitor student progress. The SAT® is administered to students in eleventh grade, 
with make-ups available in grade twelve. Additional assessments include teacher made tests, 
student projects and formative assessments. Teachers use formative assessments to adjust the 
delivery of instruction and to assist the student in reflecting about the learning. The adjustments 
provide opportunities for students to achieve and attain the goals established in the ISLP. Teacher 
made authentic formative assessments are validated by summative assessments that are consistent 
with MAS proficiency. 
 
Transfer Students—In and Out 
A student who enrolls for the first time is required to demonstrate the same level of competence 
as required of students who have progressed through the Academy educational program for 
kindergarten through six grades. The transfer student tests on written examinations and oral 
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examinations. Grade placement and course schedules are based on the student’s prior report cards 
and state assessment scores, and on the student’s demonstrated performance on written, oral and 
NWEA MAP examinations.  
 
At the Academy, there is a premium on sound character and citizenship. Students are respected as 
reasoning, thinking people who assume responsibility for academic achievement and behavior in 
a results-based learning culture. Parents become active partners with the Academy and the child 
to ensure a successful educational program. 
 
Curriculum Standards 
The MMC is integrated into the Academy’s program of studies to ensure that all students are 
achieving standards as set forth in the MMC as established by the Michigan State Board of 
Education. 
 
The Academy’s Educational Program is intended to prepare students to exceed minimum 
standards; therefore, students are expected to exceed the “floor” standards and to advance to the 
application and synthesis levels of learning. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
Students qualify for graduation upon satisfactory completion of the senior project, satisfactory or 
proficient scores on state assessments and successful completion of the MMC. A student must 
satisfy the accreditation standards promulgated by the Michigan State Board of Education. 
Additionally, the student must satisfy the graduation requirements established by the Academy 
Board. The Academy Board believes that the graduation requirements reflect a preparedness to 
continue education at a four year post-secondary institution. With this in mind, the graduation 
requirements change slightly from year to year so that the students will not only meet the 
requirements set by the Michigan State Board of Education and the Academy’s environmental 
science focus, but are challenged with an AP curricula that initiates the beginning of a post-
secondary education. 
 

WMAES Graduation Requirements 
2022 2023 

English (4 Units) English (4 Units) 
Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Science (3.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Environmental Science (2.5 Units) Environmental Science (2.5 Units) 
Technology (1 Unit) Technology (1 Unit) 
World Language (2 Units) World Language (2 Units) 
Physical Education (1 Unit) Physical Education (1 Unit) 
Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) 
Community Service (30 Hours) Community Service (30 Hours) 
Electives (4 Units) Electives (4 Units) 
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2024 2025 & Beyond 

English (4 Units) English (4 Units) 
Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Environmental Science (2.5 Units) Environmental Science (2.5 Units) 
Technology (1 Unit) Technology (1 Unit) 
World Language (2 Units) World Language (2 Units) 
Physical Education (1 Unit) Physical Education (1 Unit) 
Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) 
Community Service (30 Hours) Community Service (30 Hours) 
Electives (3 Units) Electives (3 Units) 

 
Launch U Early College Program 
Launch U is a Kent Intermediate School District (“ISD”) program that has partnered with Grand 
Rapids Community College. The tuition-free, early college opportunity is a specialized early 
college program. Students can earn their high school diploma and an Associate Degree in 
Mechanical Design, in just one year beyond high school, or students can graduate in their 12th 
grade year with an industry recognized certificate.  Courses occur at the Kent ISD campus, through 
an online platform and at on the Grand Rapids Community College campus.   
 
All 9th grade students will be invited to attend an informational session presented by one of the 
program's leaders. Interested candidates submit applications in the spring of the student’s 9th grade 
year. Complete applications include two teacher recommendations, transcripts, grade point 
average and an essay demonstrating the student’s interest in the program. Applicants are selected 
and communicated to by program's leaders.   
 
Student Respect and Responsibility 
Children today reach out for adults to provide structure. As parents and educators, boundaries and 
limits are established for life within a civilized society. Unless appropriate behavior is modeled 
and taught, students may learn inappropriate behavior by default. The Academy has a strong Code 
of Student Conduct (“Code”) to provide the framework for behaving and learning at school. 
Parents, the essential partner, are critical to the success of the Code. The Code firmly establishes 
the responsibilities of the Academy Board, the principal, staff, parents and students, and further 
spells out the consequences for failing to meet those responsibilities. 
 
Student Activities 
Student government is a centerpiece of the students’ educational experience. The goals are 
consistent with the basic tenets of the charter. Vehicles to give students “voice” must be the norm 
in a learning environment characterized by reason, responsibility and results. Program relevant 
clubs and organizations have been established and students participate in local, state and national 
opportunities. 
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Program Evaluation 
The Educational Program is formally evaluated on an annual basis. Effective teaching is essential 
to the implementation of the Academy’s Educational Program. Academy leadership evaluates 
effective instruction by performing informal and formal teacher observations. The observations 
provide a platform for quality dialogue for constructive feedback serving to improve instructional 
practices. Academy staff also meet with leadership to review school performance. Data is collected 
and analyzed to determine and monitor school improvement goals. Leadership and staff routinely 
monitor assessment data (e.g., NWEA, state assessment and SAT) to implement needed changes, 
to ensure adequate growth in all classrooms and to make necessary adjustments to improve the 
delivery of the Educational Program. 
 
In addition to observations and the examination of data, professional development opportunities 
and PLC are provided to staff members. Training opportunities and a professional community of 
learners enhance instructional practices and provide opportunities of collaboration and cooperation 
with other teachers. 
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CURRICULUM 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.4, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the curriculum identified in this 
schedule.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Academy has adopted Academy written curriculum, Amplify CKLA™ English language arts 
(“ELA”) (K-5), Engage NY ELA (6-12), HMH Go Math!® (K-5), HMH Into Math™ and Into 
AGA™ (6-12), Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (“MAISA”) Rubicon 
Atlas™ social studies, Choice Schools curriculum and Michigan Model for Health™. The 
curriculum for all core subjects has been received, reviewed and approved by the Center. 
 

 Amplify CKLA   https://ckla.amplify.com/  
 HMH Into Math/AGA  https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math  
 Engage NY    https://www.engageny.org/ 
 MAISA Social Studies  https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/  

     Browse/View/Calendars 
 Choice Schools Electronic Curriculum Management System 

     https://www.choicecurriculum.com 
 Michigan Model for Health             http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339- 

     73971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html    
 
Elementary 
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy.  

 
Secondary  
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy*.  

Course Name Grade**  Course Name Grade** 

English (minimum 4)   World Language (minimum 2)  
English 9 9  Spanish I 9-12 
English 10 10  Spanish II 9-12 
English 11 11    

Course K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

English Language Arts X X X X X X X X X 
Mathematics X X X X X X X X X 
Science X X X X X X X X X 
Social Studies X X X X X X X X X 
Health X X X X X X X X X 
Physical Education X X X X X X X X X 
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English 12 12  
Visual, Performing & Applied Arts 
(minimum 1)  

Creative Writing 9-12  Art A 9-12 
Contemporary Literature 9-12  Art B 9-12 
   Digital Media Production 9-12 
   Advanced Art 9-12 

Mathematics (minimum 4)   
Physical Education & Health 
(minimum .5 each)  

Algebra I 9  PE I 9-12 
Geometry 10  PE II 9-12 
Algebra II 11    
Pre-Calculus 12    
   Other  
Science (minimum 3)   Environmental Science I 9 
Biology 9  Environmental Science II 10 
Physical Science 10  Environmental Science III-AP 11 

Chemistry 11  
Environmental Science IV-Senior 
Project 12 

Physics 12  Environmental Leadership  9-12 
Anatomy & Physiology 11-12  PC Applications 9-12 
AP Biology 11-12  Website Design 9-12 
AP Psychology 10-12  Communications 9-12 
High School STEAM 9-12  Business  
Social Studies (minimum 3)   Personal Finance 10-12 
US History  9  Introduction to Marketing 10-12 
Economics  10-12  Entrepreneurial Innovation 11 
Government  10-12  Entrepreneurial Product Design 12 
Global Issues 11-12  Entrepreneurial Capstone-Make a Pitch 12 
History of Science 11-12  Business Management  12 
World History 11-12    
Service Learning 11-12  Off Campus Courses  
AP US History 11-12  Launch U Courses 10-12 
Big History 9-12    
 
* The Academy updates course offerings each school year based on the needs and interests of students as well as teacher 

certification.  As a result some courses are rotated and are not offered each year.  All core subjects are taught every year 
and high school students are required to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

 
**If students are not required to take a course at a specific grade level, “any” is used for the grade indication.  
 
***Virtual Courses are defined as any course(s) that are delivered using the internet.  

 



SECTION E 
 

METHODS OF PUPIL ASSESSMENT 
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METHODS OF PUPIL ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.5, the Academy shall properly administer all state-mandated academic assessments identified in the Code, 
as applicable, and all academic assessments identified in the Public School Academy Chartering Policies 
adopted by the University Board, as applicable, in accordance with the requirements detailed in the Master 
Calendar annually issued by the Center. 

The Academy shall authorize the Center to have access to the Academy’s Student/School Data Applications 
through the Center for Educational Performance and Information and to the electronic reporting system 
administered by the Michigan Department of Education to access the Academy’s state assessment results, 
as applicable. The Academy shall ensure that those involved with the administration of these assessments 
are properly trained and adhere to the ethical standards and testing procedures associated with these 
assessments. 

 

Academic Assessments to Be Administered: 
 
Assessments as identified in Schedule 7b of this Contract and all state-mandated assessments.   
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APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT OF STUDENTS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Sections 
6.6 and 6.16, the Academy shall comply with the application and enrollment requirements identified in this 
Schedule. 

 

Enrollment Limits 

The Academy will offer kindergarten through twelfth grade. The maximum enrollment shall be 900 
students. The Academy Board will annually adopt maximum enrollment figures prior to its application and 
enrollment period. 

 

Requirements 

Section 504 of the Code provides that public school academies shall not charge tuition and shall not 
discriminate in its pupil admissions policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, 
measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a student with a disability, or any other basis that would be 
illegal if used by a Michigan school district. However, a public school academy may limit admission to 
pupils who are within a particular range of age or grade level or on any other basis that would be legal if 
used by a Michigan school district and may give enrollment priority as provided below. 

 Academy enrollment shall be open to all individuals who reside in Michigan. Except for a foreign 
exchange student who is not a United States citizen, a public school academy shall not enroll a 
pupil who is not a Michigan resident. 

 Academy admissions may be limited to pupils within a particular age range/grade level or on any 
other basis that would be legal if used by a Michigan school district. 

 The Academy shall allow any pupil who was enrolled in the Academy in the immediately preceding 
school year to enroll in the Academy unless the appropriate grade is not offered. 

 No student may be denied participation in the application process due to lack of student records. 

 If the Academy receives more applications for enrollment than there are spaces available, pupils 
shall be selected for enrollment through a random selection drawing. 

 The Academy may give enrollment priority to one (1) or more of the following: 

 A sibling of a pupil enrolled in the Academy. 

 A pupil who transfers to the Academy from another public school pursuant to a matriculation 
agreement between the Academy and other public school that provides for this enrollment priority, 
if all of the following requirements are met: 

1. Each public school that enters into the matriculation agreement remains a separate and 
independent public school. 

2. The Academy shall select at least 5% of its pupils for enrollment using a random selection 
process. 

3. The matriculation agreement allows any pupil who was enrolled at any time during 
elementary school in a public school that is party to the matriculation agreement and who 
was not expelled from the public school to enroll in the public school academy giving 
enrollment priority under the matriculation agreement. 
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 A child, including an adopted child or legal ward, of a person who is employed by or at the 
Academy or who is on the Academy Board.  

 

Matriculation Agreement 

 The Academy Board may enter into a matriculation agreement with another public school pursuant 
to section 504(4) of the Code.  

 However, before the Academy Board approves a matriculation agreement, the Academy shall 
provide a draft copy of the agreement to the Center for review.  

 Any matriculation agreement entered into by the Academy shall be added to this Schedule 7f 
through a contract amendment approved in accordance with Article IX in the Terms and Conditions 
of this Contract. 

 

Application Process 

 The Academy shall make reasonable effort to advertise its enrollment openings. 

 The Academy’s open enrollment period shall be a minimum of two weeks (14 calendar days) in 
duration and shall include evening and weekend times.  

 The Academy shall accept applications all year. If openings occur during the academic year, 
students shall be enrolled. If openings do not exist, applicants shall be placed on the official waiting 
list. The waiting list shall cease to exist at the beginning of the Academy’s next open enrollment 
period. 

 In the event there are openings in the class for which students have applied, students shall be 
admitted according to the official waiting list. The position on the waiting list shall be determined 
by the random selection drawing. If there is no waiting list, students shall be admitted on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

 The Academy may neither close the application period nor hold a random selection drawing for 
unauthorized grades prior to receipt of written approval from the Center. 

 

Legal Notice or Advertisement 

 The Academy shall provide legal notice or advertisement of the application and enrollment process 
in a local newspaper of general circulation. A copy of the legal notice or advertisement shall be 
forwarded to the Center. 

 At a minimum, the legal notice or advertisement must include: 

1. The process and/or location(s) for requesting and submitting applications. 

2. The beginning date and the ending date of the application period. 

3. The date, time, and place the random selection drawing(s) will be held, if needed. 

 The legal notice or advertisement of the application period shall be designed to inform individuals 
that are most likely to be interested in attending the Academy. 

 The Academy, being an equal opportunity educational institution, shall be committed to good-faith 
affirmative action efforts to seek out, create and serve a diverse student body. 



 
 

Schedule 7f-3    West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science  

Re-enrolling Students 

 The Academy shall notify parents or guardians of all enrolled students of the deadline for notifying 
the Academy that they wish to re-enroll their child. 

 If the Academy Board has a sibling preference policy, the re-enrollment notice must also request 
that the parent or guardian indicate whether a sibling(s) seeks to enroll for the upcoming academic 
year. 

 An enrolled student who does not re-enroll by the specified date can only apply to the Academy 
during the application period for new students. 

 An applicant on the waiting list at the time a new application period begins must reapply as a new 
student. 

 After collecting the parent or guardian responses, the Academy must determine the following: 

1. The number of students who have re-enrolled per grade or grouping level. 

2. The number of siblings seeking admission for the upcoming academic year per grade. 

3. If space is unavailable, the Academy must develop a waiting list for siblings of re-enrolled 
students. 

4. The number of spaces remaining, per grade, after enrollment of current students and 
siblings. 

 
Random Selection Drawing 

A random selection drawing is required if the number of applications exceeds the number of available 
spaces. Prior to the application period, the Academy shall: 

 Establish written procedures for conducting a random selection drawing. 

 Establish the maximum number of spaces available per grade or age grouping level.  

 Establish the date, time, place and person to conduct the random selection drawing. 

 Notify the Center of both the application period and the date of the random selection drawing, if 
needed. The Center may have a representative on-site to monitor the random selection drawing 
process. 

The Academy shall use a credible, impartial individual who is not employed by, under contract with, a 
member of the Board of, or otherwise affiliated with the Academy to conduct the random selection drawing. 
Further, the Academy shall: 

 Conduct the random selection drawing in a manner that is open to parents, community members 
and members of the public who want to observe the process. 

 Use numbers, letters, or another system that guarantees fairness and does not give an advantage to 
any applicant. 

The Academy shall notify applicants not chosen in the random selection drawing that they were not selected 
and that their name has been placed on the Academy’s official waiting list for openings that may occur 
during the academic year. Students shall appear on the official waiting list in the order they were selected 
in the random selection drawing. 



SECTION G 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.7, the Academy shall comply with the school calendar and school day schedule requirements identified 
in this Schedule.  
 
School Calendar 
 
The Academy’s school calendar shall comply with Sections 1175, 1284, and, if applicable, 1284a and 
1284b, of the Code. The Academy’s school calendar shall also comply with the minimum requirements 
set forth in Section 101 of the School Aid Act of 1979 (MCL 388.1701). The Academy Board must 
submit a copy of the Academy’s school calendar to the Center in accordance with the Master Calendar. 
 
School Day Schedule 
 
The Academy Board must structure the Academy’s school day schedule to meet the required number of 
instructional days and hours. The Academy Board must submit the school day schedule to the Center 
prior to the commencement of each academic year. 
 



SECTION H 
 

AGE OR GRADE RANGE OF PUPILS 
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AGE OR GRADE RANGE FOR PUPILS TO BE ENROLLED 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.8, the Academy shall comply with the age or grade ranges as stated in this Schedule.  
 
The Academy will enroll students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.  
 
Students of the Academy will be children who have reached the age of 5 by the dates outlined in the 
Code. 



CONTRACT SCHEDULE 8 
 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
THE PUBLIC AND THE CENTER 
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INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND THE CENTER 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article XI, Section 
11.9, the Academy shall comply with this Schedule. 
 
Information Available to the Public and the Center 
 
The Code provides that the board of directors of a public school academy shall make information 
concerning its operation and management available to the public and to the Center in the same manner as 
is required by state law for school districts. 
 
The Code provides that the board of directors of a public school academy shall collect, maintain, and make 
available to the public and the Center, in accordance with Applicable Law and the Contract, at least all of 
the following information concerning the operation and management of the Academy: 
 

1. A copy of the Academy’s Charter Contract. 
2. A list of currently serving members of the Academy Board, including name, address, and term 

of office.  
3. Copies of policies approved by the Academy Board. 
4. The Academy Board meeting agendas and minutes.  
5. The budget approved by the Academy Board and of any amendments to the budget.  
6. Copies of bills paid for amounts of $10,000.00 or more, as submitted to the Academy Board. 
7. Quarterly financial reports submitted to the Center. 
8. A current list of teachers and administrators working at the Academy that includes individual 

salaries as submitted to the Registry of Educational Personnel.  
9. Copies of the teaching or administrator's certificates or permits of current teaching and 

administrative staff.  
10. Evidence of compliance with the criminal background and records checks and unprofessional 

conduct check required under sections 1230, 1230a, and 1230b of the Code for all teachers and 
administrators working at the Academy. 

11. Curriculum documents and materials given to the Center. 
12. Proof of insurance as required by the Contract. 
13. Copies of facility leases or deeds, or both. 
14. Copies of any equipment leases. 
15. Copies of any management contracts or services contracts approved by the Academy Board.  
16. All health and safety reports and certificates, including those relating to fire safety, environmental 

matters, asbestos inspection, boiler inspection, and food service. 
17. Annual financial audits and any management letters issued as part of the Academy’s annual 

financial audit, required under Article VI, Section 6.11 of the Terms and Conditions of this 
Contract.  

18. Any other information specifically required under the Code. 
 
Information to be Provided by the Academy’s Educational Service Provider (if any) 
 
Pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article III, Section 3.6, the University 
Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according to the position 
information outlined in Schedule 5. Any Educational Service Provider Management Agreement entered 
into by the Academy must contain a provision requiring the Educational Service Provider to provide to the 
Academy Board information concerning the operation and management of the Academy (including without 
limitation, but not limited to, the items identified above and annually the information that a school district 
is required to disclose under Section 18(2) of the State School Aid Act of 1979, MCL 388.1618) available 
to the Academy Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations under Section 11.9(a) 
of the Terms and Conditions of Contract.  
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 1 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In accordance with Article IX of the Tenns and Conditions of the Contract ( the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2021, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (the "Academy"), the parties agree to amend the Contract as 
follows: 

1.) Amend Schedule 7, Section c: Educational Programs, by incorporating into this Section a 
virtual component, limited to the 2021-2022 school year, that complies with Applicable 
Law, University Board requirements, and pupil membership requirements set forth in the 
Michigan Department of Education Pupil Accounting Manual. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of the Academy's first 
day of school for the 2021-2022 school year. 

By: Corey R. Nmihrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

By: Matthew Smith, Board President 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: _q_i_1/9
__,_
7 /_n-+-i-

09/28/2021
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 2 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2021, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (the "Academy"), as amended, the parties agree to further amend 
the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend Schedule 6: Physical Plant Description, by replacing the Physical Plant Description 
Narrative contained therein with the Physical Plant Description Narrative, attached as Tab 
1. 

2.) Further amend Schedule 6: Physical Plant Description, by inserting at the end of this 
Schedule the materials attached as Tab 2. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of March 2, 2022. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

�--By· --._, .� 
West�m:::nmental Science 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: f-f 2-#�.D,

45 

04/21/2022
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Tab 1 



1.  Applicable Law requires that a public school academy application and contract 
must contain a description of and the address for the proposed physical plant in which the public 
school academy will be located. See MCL 380.502(3)(i) and 380.503(6)(f);  
 

2.  The address and a description of the site and physical plant (the “Site”) of West 
Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (the "Academy") is as follows: 
 
Address:  4463 Leonard Ave. NW 

Walker, MI 49534  
 
Description:  The Academy’s facilities sit on 58 acres in the City of Walker at the corner of 

Wilson Rd. and Leonard Ave. NW. There are three instructional facilities on this 
Site that are connected to each other by vestibules. The three facilities provide a 
combined total of approximately 83,384 square feet of space. Two of the facilities 
have one level; the other has two. Among the three facilities there are 50 
classrooms, 32 restrooms, two multimedia rooms, gymnasium, kitchen, cafeteria, 
several offices, two teachers’ lounges, a study area, several storage areas, and 
mechanical, janitorial, and technology rooms. The Site also includes a parking lot, 
playground, a 42’ x 64’ pole barn, and a 618 square foot greenhouse. 

 
Configuration of Grade Levels:  Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade. 
 
Term of Use:  Term of Contract. 
 
Name of School District and Intermediate School District: 
 
Local:   Kenowa Hills Public Schools 
ISD:   Kent 
 

3.  It is acknowledged and agreed that the information identified below, about this 
Site, is provided on the following pages, or must be provided to the satisfaction of the University 
Board or its designee, before the Academy may operate as a public school in this state. 
 

A. Narrative description of physical facility 
B. Size of building 
C. Scaled floor plan 
D. Copy of executed lease or purchase agreement 

 
4.  In addition, the Academy and the University Board hereby acknowledge and agree 

that this Contract is being issued to the Academy with the understanding that the Academy cannot 
conduct classes as a public school academy in this state until it has obtained the necessary fire, 
health and safety approvals for the above-described physical facility. These approvals must be 
provided and be acceptable to the University Board or its designee prior to the Academy operating 
as a public school. In cases of disagreement, the Academy may not begin operations without the 
consent of the University Board or its designee. 
 



5.  If the Site described above is not used as the physical facilities for the Academy, 
then Schedule 6 of this Contract between the Academy and the University Board must be amended 
pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract, to designate, describe, and agree 
upon the Academy's physical facilities. The Academy must submit to the University Board or its 
designee complete information about the new site to be actually used. This information includes 
that described in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this Schedule 6. It is acknowledged and agreed that the 
public school academy cannot conduct classes as a public school in this state until it has submitted 
all the information described above, to the satisfaction of the University Board or its designee, and 
the amendment regarding the new site has been executed. 
 

6. Any change in the configuration of grade levels at the Site requires an amendment 
to this Schedule 6 pursuant to Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of Contract set forth above. 
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Building Permit No: BLDG21-01171

4463 LEONARD ST

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534

COUNTY: KENT

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Construction Codes/Building Division

P.O. Box 30254

Lansing, MI 48909

Authority: 1972 PA 230

(517) 241-9317

CERTIFICATE OF USE AND OCCUPANCY

PERMANENT

The above named building of Use Group E, Education and Construction Type 2B is approved for use 

and occupancy.

THIS APPROVAL IS GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 13 OF ACT 230 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF 1972, AS AMENDED, BEING §125.1513 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS, 

AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 111.0 OF THE STATE BUILDING CODE. THIS SHALL 

SUPERSEDE AND VOID ANY PREVIOUS APPROVAL OF USE AND OCCUPANCY.

03/02/2022Print Date:
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 3 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2021, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (the "Academy"), as amended, the parties agree to further amend 
the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend Schedule 7, Section d: Curriculum, by replacing the materials contained therein 
with the materials attached as Tab 1. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of July 1, 2022. 

By: Corey R. N01ihrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

By: �, tfe .. r//4� 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
- ---- - --

Dated: � /- �J 
• 

65 

05/16/2023
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Schedule 7d-1  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

CURRICULUM 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.4, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the curriculum identified in this 
schedule.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Academy has adopted Academy written curriculum, Amplify CKLA™ English language arts 
(“ELA”) (K-5), Engage NY ELA (6-12), HMH Into Math™ (K-12) and Into AGA™ (6-12), 
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (“MAISA”) Rubicon Atlas™ social 
studies, Choice Schools curriculum and Michigan Model for Health™. The curriculum for all core 
subjects has been received, reviewed and approved by the Center. 
 

• Amplify CKLA   https://ckla.amplify.com/  
• HMH Into Math/AGA  https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math  
• Engage NY    https://www.engageny.org/ 
• MAISA Social Studies  https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/  

     Browse/View/Calendars 
• Choice Schools Electronic Curriculum Management System 

     https://www.choicecurriculum.com 
• Michigan Model for Health             http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339- 

     73971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html    
 
Elementary 
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy.  

 
Secondary  
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy*.  
Course Name Grade**  Course Name Grade** 
English (minimum 4)   World Language (minimum 2)  
English 9 9  Spanish I 9-12 
English 10 10  Spanish II 9-12 
English 11 11    

Course K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
English Language Arts X X X X X X X X X 
Mathematics X X X X X X X X X 
Science X X X X X X X X X 
Social Studies X X X X X X X X X 
Health X X X X X X X X X 
Physical Education X X X X X X X X X 

https://ckla.amplify.com/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math
https://www.engageny.org/
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://www.choicecurriculum.com/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html


Schedule 7d-2  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

English 12 12  
Visual, Performing & Applied Arts 
(minimum 1)  

Creative Writing 9-12  Art A 9-12 
Contemporary Literature 9-12  Art B 9-12 
   Digital Media Production 9-12 
   Advanced Art 9-12 

Mathematics (minimum 4)   
Physical Education & Health 
(minimum .5 each)  

Algebra I 9  PE I 9-12 
Geometry 10  PE II 9-12 
Algebra II 11    
Pre-Calculus 12    
   Other  
Science (minimum 3)   Environmental Science I 9 
Biology 9  Environmental Science II 10 
Physical Science 10  Environmental Science III-AP 11 

Chemistry 11  
Environmental Science IV-Senior 
Project 12 

Physics 12  Environmental Leadership  9-12 
Anatomy & Physiology 11-12  PC Applications 9-12 
AP Biology 11-12  Website Design 9-12 
AP Psychology 10-12  Communications 9-12 
High School STEAM 9-12  Business  
Social Studies (minimum 3)   Personal Finance 10-12 
US History  9  Introduction to Marketing 10-12 
Economics  10-12  Entrepreneurial Innovation 11 
Government  10-12  Entrepreneurial Product Design 12 
Global Issues 11-12  Entrepreneurial Capstone-Make a Pitch 12 
History of Science 11-12  Business Management  12 
World History 11-12    
Service Learning 11-12  Off Campus Courses  
AP US History 11-12  Launch U Courses 10-12 
Big History 9-12    
 
* The Academy updates course offerings each school year based on the needs and interests of students as well as teacher 

certification.  As a result some courses are rotated and are not offered each year.  All core subjects are taught every year 
and high school students are required to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

 
**If students are not required to take a course at a specific grade level, “any” is used for the grade indication.  
 
***Virtual Courses are defined as any course(s) that are delivered using the internet.  
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Schedule 7c-1  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.3, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the educational programs 
identified in this schedule. 
 
The Educational Program is designed to provide students with knowledge, skills, and attitudes to 
exceed performance and behavior measures established by the Academy Board. In addition, the 
program gives staff parameters in which to perform responsibilities, provides parents and the 
general public with information on the specialized instructional program of the Academy and the 
achievement of the students. The Academy’s mission statement is the guiding statement for 
programs and activities. 
 
Mission 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (“Academy”) strives to provide an 
environment that will foster creativity, promote academic achievement, and develop sound 
character and citizenship principles emphasizing responsibility to the environment and society, 
and improving each child’s self-esteem and self-concept. 
 
The Academy is a theme school, a magnet school for children whose parents want children to 
receive an educational program in which environmental science is integrated into all areas of the 
curriculum and co-curricular activities. Inherent in the environmental science theme is the use of 
natural resources as the primary laboratory and the expectation that all children can utilize the 
scientific method as a sixth sense for learning. 
 
Elementary Education Program Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 
Sub-Schools 
The Academy divides the larger school into two sub-schools: an elementary sub-school and a 
secondary sub-school. Resource teachers and learning specialists float between sub-schools.  
 
The teachers of each sub-school, in essence, represent a professional learning community (“PLC”) 
of instructional professionals assigned the responsibility for academic achievement and social 
development of all children in the “community.” Teacher teams work collaboratively to ensure 
that each child is learning at the appropriate ability level. When a child is “underperforming,” the 
team works together to design an Individual Student Learning Plan (“ISLP”). The term 
“underperforming” applies equally to the child who is not working up to potential but is making 
good grades as it does to the child who is failing. 
 
Accelerated Learning 
The term that embraces the Academy’s instructional model is accelerated learning. The general 
definition embraces the basic tenets of Henry M. Levin’s (1996) Accelerated School model. The 
goal is to provide all children with challenging academic programs to ensure that all 
underachieving children learn with peers on the “level playing field” and that all children enjoy 
the same advantages as gifted and talented children. Working within the PLC, teachers, in 
partnerships with parents, are the fundamental components of the Accelerated School model. The 
Academy embraces these basic tenets for the delivery of instruction. 
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Performance-based Promotion  
Student promotion requires mastery of the curriculum scope and sequence for the respective grade 
levels. Performance-based promotion requires the Academy employ highly qualified teachers and 
ensure the curriculum, instruction, and assessment are aligned. Reliable, valid information and 
open communication characterize the partnership between teachers and parents. The Academy 
recognizes that each child learns at a different pace and establishes achievement checkpoints for 
student performance. A student who has not satisfactorily mastered the essential knowledge and 
skills for a grade level is supported through multi-tiered support. The team works with various 
research-based interventions. Another intervention would include summer school if a student is 
not mastering grade level standards as measured by grade level and standardized assessments. The 
team makes decisions on the promotion of a student, the retention of a student, or to promote a 
student with interventions. At the end of grade three, each student must demonstrate mastery of 
academic knowledge and skills requisite for promotion to grade four. The Academy uses 
Acadience to assess student progress in reading on “milestone tasks” and on “enabling skills.” 
Mastery is determined on the basis of multiple assessments ranging from Acadience assessments 
in reading, teacher-made tests, student demonstrations of competency and the student’s ISLP. To 
give students additional learning time, the Academy provides designated intervention time during 
the school day and extensive summer programs.  
 
Time 
To give students additional learning time, the Academy provides Academic Acceleration 
(intensive and subject-specific individualized tutorials for students who are not performing at 
grade level), extensive summer programs and parallel scheduling (whenever possible) for core 
curricula in grades kindergarten through fifth. The school day is structured so that the morning 
schedule is dedicated to the core curricula areas of reading/language arts, mathematics and social 
studies. Environmental science is integrated into these three core curriculum areas and science is 
taught as a stand-alone course to ensure mastery of science standards. If a student is deficient in 
basic skills and is not able to participate in added time programs, the student’s daily schedule is 
adjusted to ensure adequate time to achieve and learn with peers on the level playing field. 
 
School Day 
The school day includes seven hours and fifteen minutes, of which seven hours and five minutes 
will be instruction related. Students’ instructional time far exceeds the state’s required instructional 
time of 1,098 hours. The principal discourages any disruptions to the morning educational 
program. Instructional time is for instruction required of all students. To maximize student 
learning, the Academy also provides a full-day kindergarten program.  
 
Instructional Delivery 
Pre-Kindergarten 
The Academy operates an early childhood education program (Pre-Kindergarten and Great Start 
Readiness Program). On an annual basis, the Academy shall advise the Center on the current status 
of its early childhood education program. If changes occur in the Academy’s early childhood 
education program, the Academy shall file a revised Early Childhood Education Questionnaire 
with the Center.   
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Unless permitted under Applicable Law or administrative rule, the Academy shall not use the state 
school aid funds to establish or operate its early childhood educational program. In accordance 
with Applicable Law and administrative rule, the Academy shall budget and account for funds and 
expenses associated with its early childhood educational program. 
 
Transitional Kindergarten 
The Academy offers both transitional kindergarten and kindergarten. Transitional kindergarten is 
a great option for students who need an extra year academically and/or socially before advancing 
to kindergarten. In both kindergarten and transitional kindergarten, all activities, assignments and 
assessments are carefully planned and created to ensure that each child is given the chance to learn 
in a variety of ways that appeal to the student and that all skills and abilities are carefully measured. 
Interested parents will work with Academy administration to determine the best placement for 
their child. 
 
Lower and Upper Elementary 
Elementary school grades use a self-contained model for program delivery. Students have resource 
teachers in such areas as art, music, physical education and Spanish. Depending on the subject, 
students remain in the classroom or go to another area of the building or grounds. To prepare 
students for middle school, the Academy may follow a departmentalized model for program 
delivery, when appropriate, for accelerated learning, stronger curriculum and deeper content 
knowledge on the part of staff. 
 
Educators of Excellence 
The Academy hires educators who believe that excellence derives from mastering details, 
comprehending concepts and applying knowledge and skills in the real world. The Academy does 
not just believe all children can learn, but insists that all children will learn. Pedagogy must make 
a difference in a child’s learning. Students are expected to master materials, apply knowledge to 
concepts and reflect on learning. Students who attend the Academy understand that this is a theme 
school and the great outdoors is a natural laboratory. Students must want the outdoors experience, 
including working the land; searching ponds, streams, lakes and rivers; and working to conserve 
the environment for future generations. The Academy offers a “hands-on” learning experience to 
students who choose that type of education. 
 
The Academy will not track children by ability as convinced by evidence that early tracking 
typecasts children into polarized groups of haves and have-nots, winners and losers, smart and 
dumb. For slower learners, consigned to watered-down curriculum, the judgment too often 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. Instead, teachers use differentiated instruction methods to 
encourage all students to excel by concentrating on and engaging students in meaningful learning 
activities and by holding students to high academic standards. 
 
The premise for learning is that character development and personal management skills form the 
basis for schooling. Empowered students take responsibility for personal learning and 
development. The Academy facilitates learning within an environment that encourages high 
ethical and academic standards and reinforces the positive values taught at home. 
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Curriculum 
The Academy embraces the Michigan Academic Standards (“MAS”) as its minimum standards of 
learning. The curriculum scope and sequence attempts to extend the minimum standards through 
accelerated learning practices and differentiated instruction. The scope and sequence aligns to the 
MAS. 
 
Students can accelerate “forward” for more academic challenge by cross grade learning projects 
and resource instruction. Students can leave the primary care teacher with a parent’s permission. 
Performance-based promotion does not allow students to go “backward” to a lower grade because 
the child has been certified by the prior year’s teacher as having achieved the academic knowledge 
and skills essential to success at the next grade level. 
 
The Academy’s curriculum aligns with the MAS. The curriculum is reviewed annually by Choice 
Schools’ Associate Director of Curriculum and Instruction. Accelerated learning principles and 
differentiated instruction accentuate the need for proper sequencing of learning objectives and 
experiences. 
 
Content Areas 
Reading/Language Arts 
The Academy uses a research-based language arts program. The reading instruction includes 
phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, as well as fluency, vocabulary and text 
comprehension instruction supplemented with a guided reading program. Emergent readers read 
leveled books, big books and trade books which feature a blend of phonics and sight word practice. 
 
Through phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, students learn the ability to hear 
and manipulate the sounds in spoken words and understand that spoken words and syllables are 
made up of sequences of speech sounds. This is essential to learning to read in an alphabetic writing 
system because letters represent sounds or phonemes. Furthermore, an understanding of the 
systematic and predictable relationships between written letters and spoken sounds, and 
knowledge of these relationships, helps early readers recognize familiar words accurately, 
automatically and assists in the “decoding” of new words. 
 
However, phonics cannot stand alone; students’ ability to read fluently is also important. Fluency 
instruction teaches students to read and reread a text a certain number of times or until a certain 
level of understanding is reached. Four readings are sufficient for most students, but oral reading 
practice is increased through the use of audiotapes, tutors and peer guidance. To further increase 
fluency, a strong vocabulary base must be taught. The two best strategies for students to learn 
vocabulary include indirect and direct teaching instruction. Indirect instruction allows students to 
engage daily in oral language, listen to adults read aloud and read extensively independently. 
Direct instruction explicitly teaches both individual words and word learning strategies. 
 
The Academy believes that comprehension instruction ties all the pieces together. Comprehension 
gives students a purpose for reading, focuses attention on the learning and helps students to think 
actively while reading. Additionally, it helps students to review content and make connections to 
prior knowledge and new learning. Once reading is taught, the Academy’s curriculum intensifies 
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the writing expectations. Students practice recalling readings and write the main details from the 
story, as well as analyze characters and explain content meaning. 
 
The Academy believes in writing across the curriculum to achieve mastery toward the MAS. 
Students write for a variety of purposes and projects. Writing assignments include daily short- to 
long-term projects. Daily projects include, but are not limited to, journals and environmental logs. 
Short-term assignments include, but are not limited to, letter writing, project proposals, grant 
writing, environmental reports, Role, Audience, Format, Topic, Strong verb (“RAFTS”) strategy 
and papers that make a real-life connection to the text. Long-term assignments typically involve 
multiple draft papers and span anywhere from four weeks to an entire year. In addition to writing, 
students are taught to edit. Through the process of peer editing, students learn to view writing 
through a critical eye. Students edit papers on the following content: ideas, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation. 
 
The Academy has established the foundation for a strong language arts program. In order for the 
program to grow and maintain higher student achievements, the Academy utilizes PLC to research 
best practices and close any curriculum gaps that may arise as content changes. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics as a discipline has its own language, patterns of thinking and conventions. The goal 
of mathematics is to develop in students the higher-order, problem-solving skills. The Academy’s 
program strives to achieve that goal but believes students need a solid grasp of basic facts as the 
prerequisite for problem solving within all mathematical operations. A certain amount of practice, 
including “drill and kill,” occurs in the process of learning basic mathematics facts and operations. 
Students practice concepts and constantly review and confirm skills. Practice also extends to 
examining different approaches to solving problems in different types of situations. At the 
Academy, students learn the fundamentals and apply concepts in order to move to the next level 
of problem solving. 
 
Mathematics typically stands alone as a subject and is seldom integrated into other subjects until 
students master the fundamental basic skills and operations. A building block approach introduces 
topics in small increments, one bit building upon another in a natural progression, until the student 
masters the concepts and the skills through daily and cumulative practice. As bits develop into 
concepts, students respond to questions and hands-on problem solving situations to make step-by-
step progress from mastery and application of basic skills to simple, practical problem solving and 
higher-order problem solving. As students move toward higher-order problem solving, teachers 
are encouraged to meet in PLC and integrate environmental science topics into lessons. This 
increases deep knowledge learning for basic facts and operations, and for problem solving when 
appropriate. 
 
Science 
Science education is two-pronged but interrelated. First, the program of studies introduces students 
to science concepts at appropriate grade levels to prepare students for the state assessment based 
on the MAS. Second, the program embeds environmental science topics throughout the curriculum 
in all subjects. As the Academy is located on a diverse 62-acre parcel of land, many natural 
resources (e.g., Lake Michigan and Grand River for the study of water and water life) are 
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accessible for use by staff and students. An Environmental Specialist works directly with 
instructional staff to bring lesson plans to life. The specialist is central to the delivery of a unique, 
hands-on curriculum with environmental science integration. 
 
The Academy uses a spiral format to deliver environmental science topics. Kindergarten students 
learn basic science facts in a hands-on setting where students can apply simple facts to real world 
situations. The spiral works much like a column of content; simple to complex, recitation to 
problem solving. The natural resources of the region serve as the laboratory of the Academy’s 
environmental theme. Students receive direct, hands-on learning opportunities in which to 
experiment and observe. 
 
The monthly environmental science themes have been identified for teachers to integrate across 
the curriculum. The monthly themes are as follows: 

● Ecosystems & living things; water 
● Weather & climate 
● Winter ecology 
● Space exploration & environmental global issues 
● Science fair 
● Natural history 
● Energy 
● Land use 
● Agriculture 

 
To further promote environmental studies, sixth grade students, with parental permission, 
participate in an overnight (two to four nights) Environmental Awareness Camp experience. The 
camp is under the guidance of the Environmental Specialist supported by staff and parent 
volunteers.  
 
The Academy also sponsors an annual competitive science fair learning experience. Students work 
with staff advisors and prepare a science fair entry. Entries are reviewed by peers and made 
available for public view. A panel of judges, including local media and Academy Board 
representation, offers insight and feedback on fair entries and has the responsibility of judging 
entries. Additionally, as a community outreach program, the Academy endeavors to partner with 
local farm organizations and provide spring and summer opportunities for community gardening. 
 
Social Studies 
Social studies represent the integrated study of the social sciences and environmental stewardship 
to promote civic competence and good citizenship. Emphasis is placed on the principles of 
democracy. Practical, real-world environmental issues are processed through democratic 
institutions in a representative democracy. 
 
The social studies curriculum is designed to develop enlightened citizens. Students are active 
members of a club or organization serving to improve the Academy and/or home community 
through active citizen involvement.  
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Resource Programs 
Resource programs may be offered by qualified teachers in the curricular areas of: 

● arts (visual art and possibly instrumental music) 
● physical education 
● foreign language 

 
Arts 
The Academy wishes to make the arts (e.g., art, drama, music and dance) an indispensable 
component of a child’s education, while at the same time placing the strongest emphasis on the 
basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, arithmetic, application of scientific knowledge and 
citizenship. The arts offer children opportunities to assimilate and apply learning in ways relevant 
and meaningful to personal experiences. The enhanced skills of communication, analysis and self-
expression enable students to understand the surrounding world. In art, students become 
acquainted with great painters, sculptors and architects. Children refine the ability to interpret art 
by examining diverse art works, discussing the elements (e.g., perspective, proportion and scale) 
present in the works and by learning about characteristics of art from different periods. Doing is 
very important to art instruction and students get the opportunity to create drawings, paintings and 
sculptures. 
 
The classroom teacher integrates the arts into the core curriculum while the art resource teacher 
provides appropriate and specialized instruction in visual art. Art and music activities nurture 
creativity. Students get practice imagining, experimenting, solving problems, thinking 
independently and making independent decisions. As a result, students gain pride in 
accomplishment. 
 
The best way for children to explore the arts is through participation. Active practice at painting, 
drawing, sculpting, singing and playing simple instruments paves the way to understanding and to 
self-expression. Instruction in art includes activities such as painting, drawing and craft making. 
Students learn about elements such as shape, form, color and texture, and examine famous 
examples of sculpture, painting, photography, design and architecture, as well as folk art. In 
addition to being a medium of self-expression, art skills are useful to the individual in 
communications and related careers. Early exposure to the right art instruction allows the child to 
become art literate and able to access the creativity and expression natural to the child and bring it 
forward into adulthood. 
 
Lessons take place on three fronts: creative, analytical and historical. Students learn much by 
looking at outstanding examples of art, listening to different types of wonderful music, reading 
about composers and artists, learning about some artistic and music concepts and terms, and 
studying the cultures and periods in which works were produced. Teachers at all levels utilize art 
activities in regular instruction. The art resource teacher acts as a coordinator to work with 
teachers, as well as students, to bring the creative spirit into art explorations. 
 
Music 
Music is integrated into the core curriculum by the classroom teacher, whenever appropriate, and 
specialized instruction is provided by the music resource teacher. At the lower elementary level, 
music instruction focuses on students singing, playing games and experimenting with different 
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instruments. Students learn the concepts such as rhythm, pitch, volume and how to read music. In 
addition, students become familiar with different instruments and the sounds, and listen to a wide 
range of recordings. In the upper elementary grades, music instruction expands to include more 
background knowledge about great art and music from various cultures. When studying a work, 
students learn about the historical and cultural context of the time in which the piece was created. 
 
In music, students become familiar with famous composers and sample a wide range of recordings 
ranging from Gregorian chants and classical music to American folk songs and popular music. 
Students continue to learn more about elementary music theory and about reading music. In 
addition, students also play some instruments (e.g., keyboard and recorder). Formal instruction in 
musical instruments for interested children may be provided as after-school enrichment. 
Physical Education 
Physical education is provided for students in kindergarten through grade five. Organized physical 
education provides knowledge, skills and motivation needed for a lifetime of health and exercise. 
The physical education program aligns with the Academy’s character education program. Students 
learn about teamwork, the importance of playing fairly, winning gracefully, and accepting defeat 
in good spirit. Physical education contributes to academic achievement as disciplined activity 
sharpens both mental acuity and an individual’s appetite for learning. 
 
Lower elementary students begin with such physical skills as running, jumping, throwing, catching 
and kicking. In addition, simple games and exercises such as rope jumping, foot races, dances, 
simple gymnastics and stretching build body control and coordination. Exercise as a valid part of 
life is professed, taught and modeled by adults. Instruction encourages fitness, respect for rules, 
sportsmanship, safety and the proper use of equipment. Activities give practice in rhythm, agility, 
balance, changing direction and building speed. The use of kinetic energy to relieve stress, 
cooperate with a team or compete for success is basic to the physical education of children. 
 
In upper elementary grades, students take the skills learned in earlier grades and apply to popular 
American team sports (e.g., soccer, basketball and softball) and individual sports (e.g., tumbling, 
foot races and in-line skating). Students learn rules and skills. Each child is encouraged to choose 
an activity such as running or basketball, which can translate into a lifelong habit of exercise and 
physical activity. Students learn about healthy competition and the value of striving toward 
achieving a team or individual goal. Athletics are an excellent place to learn the value of being a 
good sport and about winning and losing in other aspects of life. Students participate in a wide 
range of competitive and noncompetitive activities which build stamina, strength and agility. 
Activities continue to emphasize fitness, respect for rules, sportsmanship, safety and proper use of 
equipment. 
 
Foreign Language 
The Academy offers Spanish language instruction to students. The foreign language program 
teaches students the root words of fundamental languages. The curriculum focuses on a single 
language at certain grade levels. Students learn to read, write and speak through lessons focusing 
on acquisition skills. 
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Co-Curricular Programs 
The Academy encourages student organizations related to environmental science. All teachers are 
encouraged to sponsor a school-related student organization to involve all children in sustaining 
the environment and to develop sound conservation and protection habits to carry into adulthood. 
 
Emotional Intelligence 
Academic schooling concerns itself with abstract intelligence (the ability to understand and 
manipulate with verbal and mathematics symbols) and concrete intelligence (the ability to 
understand and manipulate with objects). Leadership and performance studies (Goleman, 1998) 
suggest that social intelligence, the ability to understand and relate to people, is important to 
educating boys and girls as enlightened citizens and responsible family and community members. 
 
Central to social intelligence is emotional intelligence. Goleman defines emotional intelligence as 
“the capacity for recognizing our own feelings and those of others, for motivating ourselves, and 
for managing emotions well in ourselves and in our relationships. Emotional intelligence describes 
abilities distinct from, but complementary to, academic intelligence, the purely cognitive 
capacities measured by IQ.” Goleman categorizes emotional intelligence into the five basic 
emotional and social competencies of self-awareness, self-regulations, motivation, empathy and 
social skills. 
 
Emotional intelligence assists students in overcoming conflict and resolving disputes. Further, 
emotional intelligence enables teachers to understand learning difficulties, develop teaching 
strategies, design assessment techniques and help students understand the role in the community 
as team members, students, family and caretakers. Individuals with high emotional intelligence 
often outperform people with higher levels of intellectual intelligence. 
 
The Academy encourages teachers and support staff to participate in ongoing training in emotional 
intelligence and the application in school settings. A focal point of the training is to empower 
teachers with the knowledge and skills to carry out emotional literacy prevention programs. The 
most effective programs in emotional literacy developed as a response to violence and conflict 
resolution. 
 
Learning Strategies 
To raise academic performance, the Academy examines the manner in which individual students 
learn. The goal of teaching learning strategies is the development of a learner who actively and 
effectively monitors learning. To assist with learning strategies, instructional staff follow a 
common lesson plan framework. 
 
Examples of effective learning strategies include the following: 

● setting goals and planning an approach 
● focusing attention on the information that is most important 
● forming mental frameworks for organizing and understanding information 
● linking new ideas with prior knowledge in order to make connections and add personal 

meaning 
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● monitoring personal comprehension of material to be learned and recognizing when one 
needs to change the learning approach (Derry 1989, Thomas 1993 Raforth, Leal, and 
Defabo 1993, and Weinstein et.al. 1999) 

 
Teaching learning strategies makes significant differences in students’ academic performance, 
creates independent learners and builds self-confidence. Learning strategies address the needs of 
all learners (e.g., below grade level and gifted and talented) and students practice and apply the 
strategies across the curriculum. Assessment ensures learning strategies become part of each 
student’s regular learning repertoire. 
 
Teachers also model strategic thinking. Teachers talking about thinking and doing may help 
children to better understand the thought process. The teacher who consistently “thinks out loud” 
and encourages it on the part of students also has an excellent diagnostic tool available (ERS, 
2000). 
 
Educational Program Development (“EDP”) 
To further empower students, the Academy requires students to create an EDP. An EDP is a 
document that reflects student educational and career goals, methods to achieve these goals and 
student activities and achievements. A student designs an EDP under the supervision of an 
academic specialist. Each EDP contains the following essential elements: personal information 
such as the student’s name, date of birth and grade level; education, training and career goals; 
assessment results, both career- and academic-related; and a plan of action, including high school 
course selections, expected graduation date and timeline for college application. 
 
Students develop an EDP in seventh grade. Starting the EDP in middle school assists students in 
planning for high school curriculum and post-secondary goals. An EDP is updated as student 
interests and abilities become more evident and focused. 
 
Special Education and Section 504 
When making educational placement decisions for students with disabilities, the Academy will 
ensure that parents are contributing members of the Individualized Educational Program (“IEP”) 
team, and together the team will make decisions that are subject to requirements regarding the 
provision of the least-restrictive environment. When determining how services will be delivered 
to students with disabilities, the Academy will follow all Special Education Rules as issued by the 
Michigan Department of Education. If a child with a current IEP enrolls in the Academy, the 
Academy will implement the existing IEP to the extent possible, or will provide an interim IEP 
agreed upon by parents until a new IEP can be developed. IEPs will be developed, revised and 
implemented in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 
(“IDEIA”) and state law and regulations. 
 
The Academy will fully comply with federal laws and regulations governing children with 
disabilities as follows: 

1. The Academy is responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to 
children with disabilities enrolled in the Academy that have been determined through an 
IEP to require Special Education programs and services. 
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2. The Academy will ensure that children who are suspected of having disabilities are 
properly evaluated by a multidisciplinary team, as defined in the Michigan Special 
Education Rules, and that children who have already been identified are re-evaluated by 
the multidisciplinary team at least every three years. 

3. When a multidisciplinary team determines that a special education student requires 
Special Education programs and/or services, the Academy will ensure that the IEP is 
fully implemented in accordance with IDEIA, and reviewed on an annual basis or more 
frequently as determined by the IEP team.  

 
The special education program uses the inclusion model for providing programs and services to 
students with IEPs. Each individual IEP is tailored to the individual needs of the student; this might 
include a pull-out model or an inclusion model. The IEP team always takes into consideration the 
least restrictive environment for each student. If a student is pulled-out from class, the 
intervention/service/program must be described in an IEP or a 504 Plan. The staff recognize and 
honor the educational program stated in an IEP for a student in special education, or a 504 plan for 
a qualified student.  
Secondary Educational Program Sixth through Twelfth Grades 
The mission statement guides the Educational Program and practices for grades six through twelve. 
 
Educational Program – General Characteristics 
The Academy’s high school program is characterized by: 

● a focus on the core curriculum and environmental science and by co-curricular offerings in 
the arts and humanities for interested students 

● integrated (interdisciplinary) units of study 
● self-paced, individualized and competency-based lessons 
● technology integration 
● assessing at three levels of achievement: competent (70%), proficient (80%), and mastery 

(90%) through multiple means of assessment, ranging from state assessments aligned with 
the Michigan Merit Curriculum (“MMC”), Northwest Evaluation Association™ 
(“NWEA™”) Measures of Academic Progress® (“MAP®”) Growth™, and SAT®/ACT® 
test, to demonstrations of authentic works 

● Michigan Merit Graduation Units along with dual enrollment with post-secondary credit 
Environmental Science Specialists who coordinate the integration of environmental 
science across the curriculum 

● true to the basic tenets of the charter 
 
Program of Studies 
The program of study provides learning modules in the following areas: 
 
1. Sciences 

a. Comprehensive environmental sciences (e.g., agriculture and agribusiness, anatomy and 
physiology, astronomy, botany, chemistry, ecosystems, energy, health and medicine, 
mathematics, meteorology, microbiology, physics, and zoology) 

b. Social sciences (e.g., anthropology, geography, demographics, and economics) 
2. Community Service 

a. Volunteer service required annually 
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b. Senior community service project 
c. Occupations and work ethic 

3. Senior demonstration project based on student’s major emphasis of study 
 
Program Responsibility 
High school is a time to try out interests, to take some risks and to measure oneself against the 
task. The first responsibility is always to oneself, to discover one’s potential, interests and 
limitations. Teachers and parents are critical partners in the child’s education. There must be open, 
honest dialogue and communication structures to ensure students and parents clearly know the 
student’s status of progress in school. 
 
Student Learning Plan 
The educational program is the responsibility of the stakeholders: student-parent-teacher. Each 
student works with a project design team consisting of a teacher (or teachers) and parent(s) to 
evaluate the ISLP. In the spring of the second and third years, the ISLP is expanded on the basis 
of the student’s progress to that point in time. All parties through the first three years of high school 
must approve the plan. 
 
High School Students: Students complete opportunities to demonstrate shared inquiry and project 
planning. The student must also demonstrate skills in the use of technology for word processing, 
spreadsheets, databases and Internet searches.  The students begin practicing the skills leading up 
the senior project.  Students research, design, problem solve and present material to stakeholders. 
These experiences can be seen in each high school class. 
 
Fourth-Year Students/Senior Project: The senior student continues the major area of study and 
constructs two plans: occupational and community service. The two plans assist the student in 
pursuing post-high school plans and finding a place in the community as a citizen and a learner. 
In their senior year, the student presents the senior project which is a presentation or demonstration 
of the major area of study. 
 
The student learning plan consists of the following minimum components: 

● Requisite competencies (an outline of academic knowledge and skills that demonstrate the 
student’s readiness for the learning module); 

● Core competencies (essential knowledge and skills that must be learned in this module); 
● Interdisciplinary platforms for learning (structure/framework for student-centered inquiry 

into the topic; context within which students identify essential questions which generate 
content sequences); 

● Assessments (means by which student achievement of core competencies and higher order 
thinking are measured). 

 
Throughout the four (or more) years in the Academy, students participate actively in community 
events concerning environmental science. Students in the fourth year participate in activities 
associated with the individual’s major area of study and senior project. 
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Program Delivery 
The core curriculum competencies coincide with the MAS for graduation. The Academy uses the 
MMC analysis and SAT/ACT alignment as guides for measuring student achievement against the 
MAS. To be promoted from one grade to the next, the student demonstrates mastery in the core 
curriculum competencies. 
 
The most difficult component of an integrated, self-paced competency-based program is 
management by the student and the teacher. The ownership students take regarding education 
reflects the mission of the Academy. The environment, structure and content promote the self-
learner concept in which students participate in constructing a personal knowledge base and 
learning problem-solving strategies. The scope of students’ education extends beyond the 
traditional classroom as students interact with mentors, the community and the physical 
environment. 
 
First, the student (with close guidance from parents) must be responsible and reliable. Learning is 
the product of student inquiry into the topic. The student is the point of convergence for learning. 
Each student has a learning style, just as each teacher has a teaching style. In designing the program 
for a student, care is taken to incorporate the work of Howard Gardner on multiple intelligences, 
Daniel Goleman on emotional intelligence and Eric Jensen on brain-compatible learning. This is 
an important component in staff development, the introductory student seminar and developing 
the student learning plan. 
 
Second, the teacher acts as a resource person, a guide to the student and is firm in expressing 
expectations and demanding excellence. The teacher must be gifted in inquiry-based instruction, 
authentic assessment, human relations skills with parents and students and in the use of technology. 
The teacher is an instructional leader. 
 
Third, technology is critical to every phase of learning: presentation, research, expression and 
managing data. Technology becomes the infrastructure for learning and is interwoven into each 
strand of study. Technology is consistently used in all strands of study to enrich instruction and 
provide a deeper learning experience. Technology is also utilized for science fair and senior 
projects. All students are issued wireless network accounts for use in producing and storing 
educational products. 
 
Fourth, the Academy community becomes the laboratory for learning. The classroom is wherever 
the resource is located. It may be a farm, golf course, or ski slope; Lake Michigan, or a puddle out 
back; the reservation, or the river; the community college, or a nursing home; distance learning, or 
working with a hoe; or on a fishing boat, library, foreign country; a soup kitchen, or the hospital; 
the surrounding which best contributes to the project’s learning outcomes is the student’s 
laboratory. 
 
A challenge in a project-based instructional program is instruction in the core curriculum: English, 
mathematics, sciences, social sciences and foreign language. In the first and second years, students 
take coursework to strengthen or accelerate knowledge and skills in academic core courses. In 
English, major emphasis is placed on analytical thinking skills and writing. Literature is correlated 
to the humanities to reinforce interdisciplinary studies. Science and mathematics courses 
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emphasize processes, applications and data analysis that prepare the student to engage in research 
projects. 
 
Select years that a student is involved in a science course or project, the student submits a science 
fair project to be exhibited at a school-wide science exhibition. Students can also enter “open 
entry” science fairs in the region, including the community college or four-year colleges. The 
sophistication of science fair entries, including statistical analysis of data, must increase 
significantly each year. 
 
In selected foreign languages, the Academy uses a proficiency framework as a primary basis for 
determining student performance. 
 
Thinking skills are integrated into each of the core disciplines. Reading comprehension specifically 
addresses the following thinking skills: comparison/contrast, drawing conclusions, making 
judgments based on context clues and critical analysis of literature. The various modes of discourse 
in writing require logical reasoning, analytical thinking and creative thinking. Problem-solving 
skills are a basic requirement in math. Divergent, inventive and analytical thinking are necessary 
to succeed in a research-based science curriculum. In social sciences, learning experiences that are 
analytical, evaluative and critical as well as creative in scope, will be mastered. Students learn to 
distinguish between and use primary sources and secondary sources in developing analytical and 
problem-solving projects. Students are also required to pass a geography competency test. 
 
The difference in project work and traditional classroom time is apparent. One is inquiry and 
student centered, and the other is content and teacher centered. Both are essential to meeting the 
literacy, developmental and reasoning needs of all students. Both types of learning are integral to 
the charter’s vision and supplement and complement one another. A student must have the basic 
skills to be successful with higher-order thinking. Katz (1994) differentiates systematic instruction 
and project work in the following manner: 
 

Systematic instruction (1) helps children acquire skills, (2) addresses deficiencies in 
children’s learning, (3) stresses extrinsic motivation, and (4) allows teachers to direct the 
children’s work, use expertise, and specify the tasks that the children perform. Project 
work, in contrast (1) provides children with opportunities to apply skills (2) addresses 
children’s proficiencies (3) stresses intrinsic motivation, and (4) encourages children to 
determine what to work on and accepts the student as experts about individual needs. Both 
systematic instruction and project work have an important place in the curriculum. 
 

The use of themes (broad concept or topic) and units (pre-planned lessons and activities) in 
systematic instruction assist students in learning the skills required for project work. The teacher 
shares responsibility with the student in making the transition from systematic instruction to 
project work. 
 
Special needs students flourish in the Academy. Research and experience indicate that many 
special needs individuals are truly gifted and talented in technology and the sciences. The 
instructional model for special education is the immersion model, which calls for special needs 
students to work side by side with the regular education peers in all subjects. There may be an 
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occasional need for special instruction or accommodations for special needs students. Those 
adjustments do not compromise the integrity of the Educational Program. 
 
Health, Physical Education and Civics 
Health, physical education and civics are required by Michigan law to be part of a student’s high 
school education. To accomplish those requirements in a manner that exceeds traditional 
programs, the following approach is suggested: 
 

Health: The health curriculum is embedded in the sciences strand and will be integrated 
into the sciences. Competencies are identified for student mastery and records kept to 
indicate a student’s accomplishment of the competencies. 
 
Physical Education: Physical education, provided through a diverse model, allows “sports 
in season” participation, membership in a health club/gymnasium, and/or participation in 
leisure-time physical fitness activities. Students report monthly on physical fitness 
activities. Physical education is also offered as a regular class for students in seventh and 
eighth grades and is available for high school students. 
 
Civics: Civics is embedded in the sciences strand and is important to practices associated 
with an open learning environment. Students are taught the guiding principles of civics 
education but will have to live the principles daily as a member of the Academy’s learning 
community. The Academy’s Code of Student Conduct is integrated into civics as a 
partnership in responsibility. 

 
Advanced Placement® (“AP®”) Classes 
Students enroll in AP courses in areas of interest. All students have the opportunity take the AP 
course in one of the areas tested. The Academy pays the cost associated with taking an AP course 
provided the student completes the program of study, takes the AP examination and scores a 3 or 
higher on the examination. 
 
Community Service 
Students become actively engaged in community service as a requirement of graduation. The 
purpose of the requirement is to provide meaningful service and community learning experiences 
with the goal of developing students into mature and knowledgeable citizens who take 
responsibility for communities. Goals include the following: 
 

● To provide meaningful service learning opportunities and community service experiences 
for students 

● To support students’ efforts to make voices heard and actions felt on important community 
issues 

● To encourage students and other community members to break down barriers, particularly 
across ethnic and class lines, and work together to solve common problems 

● To foster students’ realization of a personal identity as part of a greater whole and nurture 
passion for active citizenship 
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Important to the success of the community service program are (1) the emphasis of the humanities 
program on civic responsibility in all aspects of life, (2) faculty encouraging students to become 
active participants in school and community affairs, and (3) the active involvement of community 
leaders in making opportunities available to students. Of course, of extreme importance is the 
attitude of students toward community service learning through participation and development of 
an ethic of involvement. 
 
Students prepare for service learning projects through the social studies program. Preparation 
includes knowledge of national, state and local government; principles of democracy, 
representative democracy, federalism and states’ rights; and seminars on service, methods of 
effective communication and team building. Students select a respective service project during the 
seminar and develop a project plan with the seminar leader and the service organization 
representative. 
 
Travel Abroad 
Students whose major area of study encourages study abroad may write foreign travel into the 
student learning plan. The individual nature of the plan permits students to pursue comprehensive 
studies while traveling away from the Academy and thus being considered to be enrolled in the 
educational program of the Academy. Interaction with teachers and mentors and regular progress 
reports can be transmitted by electronic mail, telephone, telefax and regular mail. 
 
Organization of Student Interventions 
Students meet daily with a teacher or teachers for academic acceleration and intervention sessions. 
These sessions focus upon basic skills in the areas of English, math, scientific inquiry, historical 
method, primary and secondary research, writing workshop, public speaking, the political process 
and/or civics. Through a series of written tests, oral examinations and demonstrations, the student 
demonstrates sufficient mastery of the prerequisite knowledge and skills. The MAS guide the 
minimal basic skills that a student is required to master. 
 
Requisite Knowledge and Skills 
For a student to be classified as a fourth year student and begin design of the senior project (which 
is scheduled for the third year), the individual must demonstrate competence in the following 
subject areas: 

● reading comprehension at the eleventh grade level as measured on criterion reference tests 
● composition skills for expository, narrative and persuasive writing as measured by writing 

rubrics 
● Algebra I and II, geometry competencies as measured by criterion reference tests 
● application of the scientific method to real-world situations as demonstrated through 

science experiments 
● local, state and federal government structure and functions as demonstrated in position 

papers on government in daily lives 
● civics and citizenship, principles of democracy as demonstrated by activity within the west 

Michigan community, especially the student’s home community 
● application of the historical method to research as demonstrated in a primary research 

project 
● use of basic applications of technology for production and research 
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A mentorship is a form of learning, which integrates theory and application through experience. 
The senior project requires a student to do research and develop a project under the direction of a 
senior project mentor, a school professional, or other Subject Matter Expert (“SME”). Participation 
in the senior project requires maturity on the part of the student and a strong commitment from the 
senior project mentor. 
 
Assessment of Student Achievement 
The program has been developed to reflect MAS and the MMC with added focus on environmental 
science. Parents receive timely reports of the child’s progress according to the following levels of 
achievement as outlined in the Academy’s program of study: 

● Competent Mastery of a competency at the 70% level of achievement 
● Proficient Mastery of a competency at the 80% level of achievement 
● Mastery Mastery of a competency at the 90% level of achievement 

 
If a student has not achieved one of these three levels of achievement, there will not be a 
designation of progress. The student plan clearly states that the competency must be achieved 
before the student can complete the requirements of the plan, thus every competency is always a 
work in progress. 
 
Students assess individual projects, indicating problems encountered and solutions developed. 
Self-assessment, at a minimum, correlate students’ works to the respective student learning plans. 
Students are expected to demonstrate the ability to comprehend and to conduct detailed analyses, 
make leaps of intuition, hypothesize other possibilities and evaluate and improve personal work. 
 
Self-assessment can take many forms, including: 

● Writing conferences 
● Discussion (small group or individual with teacher/mentor) 
● Reflection logs 
● Weekly self-evaluations 
● Self-assessment checklists and inventories 
● Teacher-student interviews 

 
These types of self-assessment require that a student review work to determine what has been 
learned and what areas of confusion still exist. Students understand the criteria for good work 
before beginning a project. As students gain experience in evaluating work, the student learns how 
to set criteria for good work with clarity. Student observations and reflections provide valuable 
feedback for refining the student learning plan and making it a work in progress. 
 
Appropriate evaluation always compares the student’s current work to earlier work. This 
evaluation indicates the student’s progress toward the performance standards consistent with the 
student learning plan and developmental expectations. The teacher’s conclusions about a student’s 
achievement, abilities, strengths, weaknesses and needs are based on the full range of the student’s 
development, as documented by the data in the ISLP, and on the teacher/mentor’s knowledge of 
curriculum and stages of development. The use of an ISLP provides teachers with a comprehensive 
system for planning parent-teacher conferences. The parent and teacher review concrete examples 
of the student’s work rather than trying to discuss the child’s progress in the abstract. Open 
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communication occurs regularly with parents, and parents are informed of the student’s 
performance. 
 
In addition to the levels of achievement, self–assessment, and the ISLP, the Academy utilizes other 
assessments to monitor student progress. The SAT® is administered to students in eleventh grade, 
with make-ups available in grade twelve. Additional assessments include teacher made tests, 
student projects and formative assessments. Teachers use formative assessments to adjust the 
delivery of instruction and to assist the student in reflecting about the learning. The adjustments 
provide opportunities for students to achieve and attain the goals established in the ISLP. Teacher 
made authentic formative assessments are validated by summative assessments that are consistent 
with MAS proficiency. 
 
Transfer Students—In and Out 
A student who enrolls for the first time is required to demonstrate the same level of competence 
as required of students who have progressed through the Academy educational program for 
kindergarten through six grades. The transfer student tests on written examinations and oral 
examinations. Grade placement and course schedules are based on the student’s prior report cards 
and state assessment scores, and on the student’s demonstrated performance on written, oral and 
NWEA MAP examinations.  
 
At the Academy, there is a premium on sound character and citizenship. Students are respected as 
reasoning, thinking people who assume responsibility for academic achievement and behavior in 
a results-based learning culture. Parents become active partners with the Academy and the child 
to ensure a successful educational program. 
 
Curriculum Standards 
The MMC is integrated into the Academy’s program of studies to ensure that all students are 
achieving standards as set forth in the MMC as established by the Michigan State Board of 
Education. 
 
The Academy’s Educational Program is intended to prepare students to exceed minimum 
standards; therefore, students are expected to exceed the “floor” standards and to advance to the 
application and synthesis levels of learning. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
Students qualify for graduation upon satisfactory completion of the senior project, satisfactory or 
proficient scores on state assessments and successful completion of the MMC. A student must 
satisfy the accreditation standards promulgated by the Michigan State Board of Education. 
Additionally, the student must satisfy the graduation requirements established by the Academy 
Board. The Academy Board believes that the graduation requirements reflect a preparedness to 
continue education at a four year post-secondary institution. With this in mind, the graduation 
requirements change slightly from year to year so that the students will not only meet the 
requirements set by the Michigan State Board of Education and the Academy’s environmental 
science focus, but are challenged with an AP curricula that initiates the beginning of a post-
secondary education. 
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WMAES Graduation Requirements 
2022 2023 

English (4 Units) English (4 Units) 
Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Science (3.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Environmental Science (2.5 Units) Environmental Science (2.5 Units) 
Technology (1 Unit) Technology (1 Unit) 
World Language (2 Units) World Language (2 Units) 
Physical Education (1 Unit) Physical Education (1 Unit) 
Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) 
Community Service (30 Hours) Community Service (30 Hours) 
Electives (4 Units) Electives (4 Units) 

 
2024 2025 & Beyond 

English (4 Units) English (4 Units) 
Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Environmental Science (2.5 Units) Environmental Science (2.5 Units) 
Technology (1 Unit) Technology (1 Unit) 
World Language (2 Units) World Language (2 Units) 
Physical Education (1 Unit) Physical Education (1 Unit) 
Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) 
Community Service (30 Hours) Community Service (30 Hours) 
Electives (3 Units) Electives (3 Units) 

 
Launch U Early College Program 
Launch U is a Kent Intermediate School District (“ISD”) program that has partnered with Grand 
Rapids Community College. The tuition-free, early college opportunity is a specialized early 
college program. Students can earn their high school diploma and an Associate Degree in 
Mechanical Design, in just one year beyond high school, or students can graduate in their 12th 
grade year with an industry recognized certificate.  Courses occur at the Kent ISD campus, through 
an online platform and at on the Grand Rapids Community College campus.   
 
All 9th grade students will be invited to attend an informational session presented by one of the 
program's leaders. Interested candidates submit applications in the spring of the student’s 9th grade 
year. Complete applications include two teacher recommendations, transcripts, grade point 
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average and an essay demonstrating the student’s interest in the program. Applicants are selected 
and communicated to by program's leaders.   
 
Student Respect and Responsibility 
Children today reach out for adults to provide structure. As parents and educators, boundaries and 
limits are established for life within a civilized society. Unless appropriate behavior is modeled 
and taught, students may learn inappropriate behavior by default. The Academy has a strong Code 
of Student Conduct (“Code”) to provide the framework for behaving and learning at school. 
Parents, the essential partner, are critical to the success of the Code. The Code firmly establishes 
the responsibilities of the Academy Board, the principal, staff, parents and students, and further 
spells out the consequences for failing to meet those responsibilities. 
 
Student Activities 
Student government is a centerpiece of the students’ educational experience. The goals are 
consistent with the basic tenets of the charter. Vehicles to give students “voice” must be the norm 
in a learning environment characterized by reason, responsibility and results. Program relevant 
clubs and organizations have been established and students participate in local, state and national 
opportunities. 
 
Program Evaluation 
The Educational Program is formally evaluated on an annual basis. Effective teaching is essential 
to the implementation of the Academy’s Educational Program. Academy leadership evaluates 
effective instruction by performing informal and formal teacher observations. The observations 
provide a platform for quality dialogue for constructive feedback serving to improve instructional 
practices. Academy staff also meet with leadership to review school performance. Data is collected 
and analyzed to determine and monitor school improvement goals. Leadership and staff routinely 
monitor assessment data (e.g., NWEA, state assessment and SAT) to implement needed changes, 
to ensure adequate growth in all classrooms and to make necessary adjustments to improve the 
delivery of the Educational Program. 
 
In addition to observations and the examination of data, professional development opportunities 
and PLC are provided to staff members. Training opportunities and a professional community of 
learners enhance instructional practices and provide opportunities of collaboration and cooperation 
with other teachers. 



West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

Contract Amendment No. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tab 2 



Schedule 7d-1    West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

CURRICULUM 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.4, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the curriculum identified in this 
schedule.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Academy has adopted Academy written curriculum, Amplify CKLA™ English language arts 
(“ELA”) (K-5), Engage NY ELA (6-12), HMH Into Math™ (K-12) and Into AGA™ (6-12), 
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (“MAISA”) Rubicon Atlas™ social 
studies, Choice Schools curriculum and Michigan Model for Health™. The curriculum for all core 
subjects has been received, reviewed and approved by the Center. 
 

● Amplify CKLA   https://ckla.amplify.com/  
● HMH Into Math/AGA  https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math  
● Engage NY    https://www.engageny.org/ 
● MAISA Social Studies  https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/  

     Browse/View/Calendars 
● Choice Schools Electronic Curriculum Management System 

     https://www.choicecurriculum.com 
● Michigan Model for Health             http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339- 

     73971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html    
 
Elementary 
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy.  

Course K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
English Language Arts X X X X X X X X X 
Mathematics X X X X X X X X X 
Science X X X X X X X X X 
Social Studies X X X X X X X X X 
Health X X X X X X X X X 
Physical Education X X X X X X X X X 

 
Secondary  
 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy*.  
Course Name Grade**  Course Name Grade** 
English (minimum 4)   World Language (minimum 2)  
English 9 9  Spanish I 9-12 
English 10 10  Spanish II 9-12 
English 11 11    
English 12 12    

https://ckla.amplify.com/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math
https://www.engageny.org/
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://www.choicecurriculum.com/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
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Creative Writing 9-12  
Visual, Performing & Applied Arts 
(minimum 1)  

Contemporary Literature 9-12  Art A 9-12 
   Art B 9-12 
   Digital Media Production 9-12 
   Advanced Art 9-12 

Mathematics (minimum 4)   
Physical Education & Health 
(minimum .5 each)  

Algebra I 8-9  PE I 9-12 
Geometry 9-10  PE II 9-12 
Algebra II 10-11    
Pre-Calculus 11-12    
AP Calculus 11-12  Other  
Science (minimum 3)   Environmental Science I 9 
Biology 9  Environmental Science II 10 
Physical Science 10  Environmental Science III-AP 11 

Chemistry 11  
Environmental Science IV-Senior 
Project 12 

Physics 12  Environmental Leadership  9-12 
Anatomy & Physiology 11-12  PC Applications 9-12 
AP Biology 11-12  Website Design 9-12 
AP Psychology 10-12  Communications 9-12 
High School STEAM 9-12  Business  
Social Studies (minimum 3)   Personal Finance 10-12 
US History  9  Introduction to Marketing 10-12 
Economics  10-12  Entrepreneurial Innovation 11 
Government  10-12  Entrepreneurial Product Design 12 
Global Issues 11-12  Entrepreneurial Capstone-Make a Pitch 12 
History of Science 11-12  Business Management  12 
World History 11-12    
Service Learning 11-12  Off Campus Courses  
AP US History 11-12  Launch U Courses 10-12 
Big History 9-12    
AP Government 11-12    
 
* The Academy updates course offerings each school year based on the needs and interests of students as well as teacher 

certification.  As a result some courses are rotated and are not offered each year.  All core subjects are taught every year 
and high school students are required to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

 
**If students are not required to take a course at a specific grade level, “any” is used for the grade indication.  
 
***Virtual Courses are defined as any course(s) that are delivered using the internet.  
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 5 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In accordance with-Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July I, 2021, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (the "Academy"), as amended, the parties agree to further amend 
the Contract as follows: 

. I.) Amend the Terms and Conditions of Contract by replacing the language contained within 
Article _X, Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract 
and Section 10.5, Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract, with 
the corresponding language attached as Tab 1, 

2.) Amend Schedule 2: Amended Bylaws, by replacing the language contafoed within Article 
XIII, Section 6, Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons, with the language 
attached as Tab 2. 

3,) Amend Schedule 7, Section b: Educational Goal and Related Measures, by replacing the 
materials contained therein with the materials attached as Tab 3. 

This. entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of July 1, 2024. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

By: /lt
7i

ll/H,w1 / £�1 Ur/ti
West Mic�igan Academy of Environmental Science 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 
--------

Dated: 

70 

06/24/2024
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Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract. The Academy Board, 
by majority vote of its Directors, may, at any time and for any reason, request termination of this Contract. 
The Academy Board’s request for termination shall be made to the Center Director not less than six (6) 
calendar months in advance of the Academy’s proposed effective date of termination. Upon receipt of an 
Academy request for termination, the Center Director shall present the Academy Board’s request for 
termination to the University Board. A copy of the Academy Board’s resolution approving of the Contract 
termination, including a summary of the reasons for terminating the Contract, shall be included with the 
Academy Board’s request for termination. After receipt of the Academy Board’s request for termination, 
the University Board shall consider the Academy’s request no later than its next regularly scheduled 
meeting. The University Board shall make a final determination and vote on the proposed termination 
request within 90 days of receipt of the request from the Academy. The University Board may, in its sole 
discretion, waive the six (6) month advance notice requirement for terminating this Contract. 
  

Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract. The University 
Board, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to terminate the Contract (i) for any reason or for no reason 
provided that such termination shall not take place less than six (6) months from the date of the University 
Board’s action; (ii) if there is a change in Applicable Law that the University Board, in its sole discretion, 
determines impairs its rights and obligations under the Contract or requires the University Board to make 
changes in the Contract that are not in the best interest of the University Board or the University; or (iii) if 
exigent circumstances exist that the University Board determines, in its sole discretion, that termination of 
this Contract is required to protect the health, safety, or welfare of the Academy students, property, or funds 
that cannot be cured in a reasonable period as determined solely by the University Board, then such 
termination shall take effect at the end of the current Academy fiscal year. Following University Board 
approval, the Center Director shall provide notice of the termination to the Academy. If during the period 
between the University Board action to terminate and the effective date of termination, the Academy has 
violated the Contract or Applicable Law, the Contract may be revoked or suspended sooner pursuant to this 
Article X. If this Contract is terminated pursuant to this Section 10.5, the revocation procedures in Section 
10.6 shall not apply.  
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Section 6. Contracts Between Corporation and Related Persons. As required by Applicable 
Law, any Director, officer or employee of the Academy, who enters into a contract with the Academy, that 
meets the definition of contract under the statute on Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities, Act 
No. 317 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, shall 
comply with the public disclosure requirements set forth in Section 3 of the statute.  

 The University Board authorizes the Academy Board to employ or contract for personnel according 
to the position information outlined in Schedule 5. However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any 
individual from being employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions. An employee hired by the 
Academy Board shall be an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the 
University for any purpose. With respect to Academy Board employees, the Academy shall have the power 
and responsibility to (i) select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages, benefits, and applicable taxes; 
(iii) dismiss employees; and (iv) control the employees’ conduct, including the method by which the 
employee carries out his or her work. The Academy Board shall be responsible for carrying workers’ 
compensation insurance and unemployment insurance for its employees. The Academy Board may contract 
with an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to provide services or to provide 
personnel to perform services or work at the Academy. Before entering into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company to perform services or to provide personnel 
to perform services or work at the Academy, the Academy Board must first comply with the Educational 
Service Provider Policies issued by the Center. A copy of the agreement between the Academy Board and 
the Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company shall be included as part of Schedule 5. 
 
 The Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, Act No. 566 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants With Public Entities 
statute, Act No. 371 of the Public Acts of 1968, of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The Academy Board shall 
ensure compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest. Language in this Section controls 
over section 1203 of the Code. The following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest: 

 
(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an owner, officer, 

director, employee or consultant of an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy;  

 
(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an Academy Board 

employee; 
 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an independent contractor 
to the Academy; 

 
(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a member of the 

governing board of another public school;  
 

(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a University official, 
employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the University; and 

(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and having an ownership or 
financial interest in any real or personal property leased or subleased to the Academy. 



No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board member if the person’s 
mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-
law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or domestic partner: 

 
(a) Is employed by the Academy Board; 
 
(b) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 
 
(c) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, administrative non-clerical or other 

significant role with the Academy’s Educational Service Provider or employee leasing company; 
and 

 
(d) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease or sublease agreement with the 

Academy.  
 

(e) Is a current Academy Board member.   
  
 The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to annually 
disclose any familial relationship with any other individual who works at, or provides services to, the 
Academy. For purposes of this sub-section, familial relationship means a person’s mother, mother-in-law, 
father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-
law, spouse or domestic partner. 
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EDUCATIONAL GOAL AND RELATED MEASURES 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, Section 
6.2, the Academy shall achieve or demonstrate measurable progress for all groups of pupils toward the 
achievement of the educational goal identified in this schedule. Although an increase in academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils as measured by assessments and other objective criteria is the most 
important factor in determining the Academy’s progress toward the achievement of the educational goal, 
the Center also considers other factors. Upon request, the Academy shall provide the Center with a written 
report, along with supporting data, assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving this goal. In 
addition, the University expects the Academy will meet the State of Michigan’s accreditation standards 
pursuant to state and federal law. 
 
Educational Goal to be Achieved 
Prepare students academically for success in college, work and life. 
 
Measures to Assist In Determining Measurable Progress Toward Goal Achievement 
To assist in determining whether the Academy is achieving measurable progress toward the achievement 
of this goal, the Center will annually assess the Academy’s performance using the following measures. 
 
Measure 1: Student Achievement 
The academic achievement of all students who have been at the academy for one or more years1 in 
grades 3-8 will be assessed using the following measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing the current, spring, grade-level 
national norms2 on the NWEA Growth 
reading and math tests administered in the 
spring. 

Distribution (which will be in the form of percentages):  
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 

50% 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students meeting or 
surpassing spring grade-level national norms 
over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The percentage of students categorized as 
proficient or advanced on the most recent 
state assessment will surpass the school’s 
Composite Resident District (CRD) 
percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 One or more years students (also called 1+ students) are students who are enrolled in the academy on or before count day and are still enrolled at the end of a given 
academic year.   
2 Grade level national norms are updated periodically by NWEA following comprehensive norming studies. The Center will use the most updated national norms 
published by NWEA and will inform the Academy when the norms are updated and how the updated norms may impact analysis and performance reporting. 
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Measure 2: Student Growth 
The academic growth of all students in grades 3-8 at the Academy will be assessed using the following 
measures and targets: 
 

Sub 
Indicator 

Measure Metric Target 

Against a 
Standard: 

The median of student growth percentiles (MGP) 
reflecting fall-to-spring scaled score growth on the 
reading and math NWEA Growth tests. 

MGP: 
Exceeds ≥ 65th 
Meets ≥ 50th 
Approaching ≥ 45th 
Does not meet < 45th 

Reading: 
50 

Math: 
50 

 
In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 
 

Over Time: The percentage of students making at least one year’s 
growth over time (CY-AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)). 

Trend score (which will be 
in the form of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

Comparison 
Measure: 

The mean student growth percentile reflecting growth 
on the two most recent state assessments will surpass 
the school’s Composite Resident District. 

Portfolio Distribution 
(which will be in the form 
of –x to +x): 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 

5.0% 
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Measure 3: Post-Secondary Readiness: Grades 9-11 
The ‘on-track’ towards college readiness rates of all students in grades 9-11 will be assessed using the 
following measures and targets. 
 

Indicator Measure Metric Target 
Career and 

College 
Readiness 

(CCR) 
Standard: 

The percentage of full 
academic year students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career and college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) in Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing 
(EBRW) and Math. 

For Math & EBRW, distribution (which will be in the 
form of percentages): 
 
Exceeds: % CCR > state average by 20% or more 
Meets: School % CCR – State Average ≥ 0% ≤ 20% 
Approaching: School % CCR – State Average < 0% ≥ - 
20% 
Does Not Meet: School % CCR – State Average < -20% 
 

EBRW: Current State 
Average 

Math: Current State 
Average 

 
 

In the event that performance against the standard falls below these required expectations, “measurable progress towards the 
achievement of this goal” will be defined using the following measures and targets: 

Trend Over- 
Time: 

The percentage of full 
academic year students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career and college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) in EBRW 
and Math over time (CY-
AVG(PY1+PY2+PY3)) . 
 

Trend score (which will be in the form of –x to +x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 6.0% 
Meets ≥ 3.0% 
Approaching ≥ 1.0% 
Does not meet < 1.0% 

3.0% 

High School 
Growth: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
expected growth between 
College Board (PSAT/SAT) 
assessments from spring to 
spring. 

For Math & EBRW, distribution (which will be in the 
form of percentages): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 70.0% 
Meets ≥ 50.0% 
Approaching ≥ 30.0% 
Does not meet < 30.0% 
 

50% 

Comparative 
Career & 

College 
Readiness: 

The percentage of students 
meeting or surpassing the 
current career & college 
readiness benchmarks on the 
SAT (grade 11) will surpass 
the school’s Composite 
Resident District percentage. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 5.0% 
Approaching ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 
 

+5% 

Comparative 
Graduation 

Rate: 

The 4-year graduation rate 
for students at the academy 
will meet or surpass the 
school’s Composite Resident 
District’s 4-year 
graduation rate. 

Portfolio Distribution (which will be in the form of –x to 
+x): 
 
Exceeds ≥ 10.0% 
Meets ≥ 0.0% 
Does not meet < 0.0% 
 

0% 
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CONTRACT AMENDMENT NO. 6 

WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In accordance with Article IX of the Terms and Conditions of the Contract (the "Contract"), 
dated July 1, 2021, issued by the CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES (the "University Board") to WEST MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (the "Academy"), as amended, the parties agree to further amend 
the Contract as follows: 

1.) Amend Schedule 7, Section c: Educational Programs, by replacing the materials contained 
therein with the materials attached as Tab 1. 

2.) Amend Schedule 7, Section d: Curriculum, by replacing the materials contained therein 
with the materials attached as Tab 2. 

This entire amendment is hereby approved by the University Board and the Academy 
Board through their authorized designees, and shall have an effective date of July 1, 2024. 

By: Corey R. Northrop, Executive Director 
The Governor John Engler Center for Charter Schools 
Designee of the University Board 

By: Matthew Smith, Board President 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 
Designee of the Academy Board 

Dated: 

84 

08/26/2024
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.3, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the educational programs 
identified in this schedule. 
 
The Educational Program is designed to provide students with knowledge, skills, and attitudes to 
exceed performance and behavior measures established by the Academy Board. In addition, the 
program gives staff parameters in which to perform responsibilities, provides parents and the 
general public with information on the specialized instructional program of the Academy and the 
achievement of the students. The Academy’s mission statement is the guiding statement for 
programs and activities. 
 
Mission 
West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (“Academy”) strives to provide an 
environment that will foster creativity, promote academic achievement, and develop sound 
character and citizenship principles emphasizing responsibility to the environment and society, 
and improving each child’s self-esteem and self-concept. 
 
The Academy is a theme school, a magnet school for children whose parents want children to 
receive an educational program in which environmental science is integrated into all areas of the 
curriculum and co-curricular activities. Inherent in the environmental science theme is the use of 
natural resources as the primary laboratory and the expectation that all children can utilize the 
scientific method as a sixth sense for learning. 
 
Elementary Education Program Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 
Sub-Schools 
The Academy divides the larger school into two sub-schools: an elementary sub-school and a 
secondary sub-school. Resource teachers and learning specialists float between sub-schools.  
 
The teachers of each sub-school, in essence, represent a professional learning community (“PLC”) 
of instructional professionals assigned the responsibility for academic achievement and social 
development of all children in the “community.” Teacher teams work collaboratively to ensure 
that each child is learning at the appropriate ability level. When a child is “underperforming,” the 
team works together to design an Individual Student Learning Plan (“ISLP”). The term 
“underperforming” applies equally to the child who is not working up to potential but is making 
good grades as it does to the child who is failing. 
 
Accelerated Learning 
The term that embraces the Academy’s instructional model is accelerated learning. The general 
definition embraces the basic tenets of Henry M. Levin’s (1996) Accelerated School model. The 
goal is to provide all children with challenging academic programs to ensure that all 
underachieving children learn with peers on the “level playing field” and that all children enjoy 
the same advantages as gifted and talented children. Working within the PLC, teachers, in 
partnerships with parents, are the fundamental components of the Accelerated School model. The 
Academy embraces these basic tenets for the delivery of instruction. 



Schedule 7c-2  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

Performance-based Promotion  
Student promotion requires mastery of the curriculum scope and sequence for the respective grade 
levels. Performance-based promotion requires the Academy employ highly qualified teachers and 
ensure the curriculum, instruction, and assessment are aligned. Reliable, valid information and 
open communication characterize the partnership between teachers and parents. The Academy 
recognizes that each child learns at a different pace and establishes achievement checkpoints for 
student performance. A student who has not satisfactorily mastered the essential knowledge and 
skills for a grade level is supported through multi-tiered support. The team works with various 
research-based interventions. Another intervention would include summer school if a student is 
not mastering grade level standards as measured by grade level and standardized assessments. The 
team makes decisions on the promotion of a student, the retention of a student, or to promote a 
student with interventions. At the end of grade three, each student must demonstrate mastery of 
academic knowledge and skills requisite for promotion to grade four. The Academy uses 
Acadience to assess student progress in reading on “milestone tasks” and on “enabling skills.” 
Mastery is determined on the basis of multiple assessments ranging from Acadience assessments 
in reading, teacher-made tests, student demonstrations of competency and the student’s ISLP. To 
give students additional learning time, the Academy provides designated intervention time during 
the school day and extensive summer programs.  
 
Time 
To give students additional learning time, the Academy provides Academic Acceleration 
(intensive and subject-specific individualized tutorials for students who are not performing at 
grade level), extensive summer programs and parallel scheduling (whenever possible) for core 
curricula in grades kindergarten through fifth. The school day is structured so that the morning 
schedule is dedicated to the core curricula areas of reading/language arts, mathematics and social 
studies. Environmental science is integrated into these three core curriculum areas and science is 
taught as a stand-alone course to ensure mastery of science standards. If a student is deficient in 
basic skills and is not able to participate in added time programs, the student’s daily schedule is 
adjusted to ensure adequate time to achieve and learn with peers on the level playing field. 
 
School Day 
The school day includes seven hours and fifteen minutes, of which seven hours and five minutes 
will be instruction related. Students’ instructional time far exceeds the state’s required instructional 
time of 1,098 hours. The principal discourages any disruptions to the morning educational 
program. Instructional time is for instruction required of all students. To maximize student 
learning, the Academy also provides a full-day kindergarten program.  
 
Instructional Delivery 
Pre-Kindergarten 
The Academy operates an early childhood education program (Pre-Kindergarten and Great Start 
Readiness Program). On an annual basis, the Academy shall advise the Center on the current status 
of its early childhood education program. If changes occur in the Academy’s early childhood 
education program, the Academy shall file a revised Early Childhood Education Questionnaire 
with the Center.   
 



Schedule 7c-3  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

Unless permitted under Applicable Law or administrative rule, the Academy shall not use the state 
school aid funds to establish or operate its early childhood educational program. In accordance 
with Applicable Law and administrative rule, the Academy shall budget and account for funds and 
expenses associated with its early childhood educational program. 
 
Lower and Upper Elementary 
Elementary school grades use a self-contained model for program delivery. Students have resource 
teachers in such areas as art, music, physical education and Spanish. Depending on the subject, 
students remain in the classroom or go to another area of the building or grounds. To prepare 
students for middle school, the Academy may follow a departmentalized model for program 
delivery, when appropriate, for accelerated learning, stronger curriculum and deeper content 
knowledge on the part of staff. 
 
Educators of Excellence 
The Academy hires educators who believe that excellence derives from mastering details, 
comprehending concepts and applying knowledge and skills in the real world. The Academy does 
not just believe all children can learn, but insists that all children will learn. Pedagogy must make 
a difference in a child’s learning. Students are expected to master materials, apply knowledge to 
concepts and reflect on learning. Students who attend the Academy understand that this is a theme 
school and the great outdoors is a natural laboratory. Students must want the outdoors experience, 
including working the land; searching ponds, streams, lakes and rivers; and working to conserve 
the environment for future generations. The Academy offers a “hands-on” learning experience to 
students who choose that type of education. 
 
The Academy will not track children by ability as convinced by evidence that early tracking 
typecasts children into polarized groups of haves and have-nots, winners and losers, smart and 
dumb. For slower learners, consigned to watered-down curriculum, the judgment too often 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. Instead, teachers use differentiated instruction methods to 
encourage all students to excel by concentrating on and engaging students in meaningful learning 
activities and by holding students to high academic standards. 
 
The premise for learning is that character development and personal management skills form the 
basis for schooling. Empowered students take responsibility for personal learning and 
development. The Academy facilitates learning within an environment that encourages high 
ethical and academic standards and reinforces the positive values taught at home. 
 
Curriculum 
The Academy embraces the Michigan Academic Standards (“MAS”) as its minimum standards of 
learning. The curriculum scope and sequence attempts to extend the minimum standards through 
accelerated learning practices and differentiated instruction. The scope and sequence aligns to the 
MAS. 
 
Students can accelerate “forward” for more academic challenge by cross grade learning projects 
and resource instruction. Students can leave the primary care teacher with a parent’s permission. 
Performance-based promotion does not allow students to go “backward” to a lower grade because 
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the child has been certified by the prior year’s teacher as having achieved the academic knowledge 
and skills essential to success at the next grade level. 
 
The Academy’s curriculum aligns with the MAS. The curriculum is reviewed annually by Choice 
Schools’ Associate Director of Curriculum and Instruction. Accelerated learning principles and 
differentiated instruction accentuate the need for proper sequencing of learning objectives and 
experiences. 
 
Content Areas 
Reading/Language Arts 
The Academy uses a research-based language arts program. The reading instruction includes 
phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, as well as fluency, vocabulary and text 
comprehension instruction supplemented with a guided reading program. Emergent readers read 
leveled books, big books and trade books which feature a blend of phonics and sight word practice. 
 
Through phonemic awareness and systematic phonics instruction, students learn the ability to hear 
and manipulate the sounds in spoken words and understand that spoken words and syllables are 
made up of sequences of speech sounds. This is essential to learning to read in an alphabetic writing 
system because letters represent sounds or phonemes. Furthermore, an understanding of the 
systematic and predictable relationships between written letters and spoken sounds, and 
knowledge of these relationships, helps early readers recognize familiar words accurately, 
automatically and assists in the “decoding” of new words. 
 
However, phonics cannot stand alone; students’ ability to read fluently is also important. Fluency 
instruction teaches students to read and reread a text a certain number of times or until a certain 
level of understanding is reached. Four readings are sufficient for most students, but oral reading 
practice is increased through the use of audiotapes, tutors and peer guidance. To further increase 
fluency, a strong vocabulary base must be taught. The two best strategies for students to learn 
vocabulary include indirect and direct teaching instruction. Indirect instruction allows students to 
engage daily in oral language, listen to adults read aloud and read extensively independently. 
Direct instruction explicitly teaches both individual words and word learning strategies. 
 
The Academy believes that comprehension instruction ties all the pieces together. Comprehension 
gives students a purpose for reading, focuses attention on the learning and helps students to think 
actively while reading. Additionally, it helps students to review content and make connections to 
prior knowledge and new learning. Once reading is taught, the Academy’s curriculum intensifies 
the writing expectations. Students practice recalling readings and write the main details from the 
story, as well as analyze characters and explain content meaning. 
 
The Academy believes in writing across the curriculum to achieve mastery toward the MAS. 
Students write for a variety of purposes and projects. Writing assignments include daily short- to 
long-term projects. Daily projects include, but are not limited to, journals and environmental logs. 
Short-term assignments include, but are not limited to, letter writing, project proposals, grant 
writing, environmental reports, Role, Audience, Format, Topic, Strong verb (“RAFTS”) strategy 
and papers that make a real-life connection to the text. Long-term assignments typically involve 
multiple draft papers and span anywhere from four weeks to an entire year. In addition to writing, 
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students are taught to edit. Through the process of peer editing, students learn to view writing 
through a critical eye. Students edit papers on the following content: ideas, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation. 
 
The Academy has established the foundation for a strong language arts program. In order for the 
program to grow and maintain higher student achievements, the Academy utilizes PLC to research 
best practices and close any curriculum gaps that may arise as content changes. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics as a discipline has its own language, patterns of thinking and conventions. The goal 
of mathematics is to develop in students the higher-order, problem-solving skills. The Academy’s 
program strives to achieve that goal but believes students need a solid grasp of basic facts as the 
prerequisite for problem solving within all mathematical operations. A certain amount of practice, 
including “drill and kill,” occurs in the process of learning basic mathematics facts and operations. 
Students practice concepts and constantly review and confirm skills. Practice also extends to 
examining different approaches to solving problems in different types of situations. At the 
Academy, students learn the fundamentals and apply concepts in order to move to the next level 
of problem solving. 
 
Mathematics typically stands alone as a subject and is seldom integrated into other subjects until 
students master the fundamental basic skills and operations. A building block approach introduces 
topics in small increments, one bit building upon another in a natural progression, until the student 
masters the concepts and the skills through daily and cumulative practice. As bits develop into 
concepts, students respond to questions and hands-on problem solving situations to make step-by-
step progress from mastery and application of basic skills to simple, practical problem solving and 
higher-order problem solving. As students move toward higher-order problem solving, teachers 
are encouraged to meet in PLC and integrate environmental science topics into lessons. This 
increases deep knowledge learning for basic facts and operations, and for problem solving when 
appropriate. 
 
Science 
Science education is two-pronged but interrelated. First, the program of studies introduces students 
to science concepts at appropriate grade levels to prepare students for the state assessment based 
on the MAS. Second, the program embeds environmental science topics throughout the curriculum 
in all subjects. As the Academy is located on a diverse 62-acre parcel of land, many natural 
resources (e.g., Lake Michigan and Grand River for the study of water and water life) are 
accessible for use by staff and students. An Environmental Specialist works directly with 
instructional staff to bring lesson plans to life. The specialist is central to the delivery of a unique, 
hands-on curriculum with environmental science integration. 
 
The Academy uses a spiral format to deliver environmental science topics. Kindergarten students 
learn basic science facts in a hands-on setting where students can apply simple facts to real world 
situations. The spiral works much like a column of content; simple to complex, recitation to 
problem solving. The natural resources of the region serve as the laboratory of the Academy’s 
environmental theme. Students receive direct, hands-on learning opportunities in which to 
experiment and observe. 
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The monthly environmental science themes have been identified for teachers to integrate across 
the curriculum. The monthly themes are as follows: 

● Ecosystems & living things; water 
● Weather & climate 
● Winter ecology 
● Space exploration & environmental global issues 
● Science fair 
● Natural history 
● Energy 
● Land use 
● Agriculture 

 
To further promote environmental studies, sixth grade students, with parental permission, 
participate in an overnight (two to four nights) Environmental Awareness Camp experience. The 
camp is under the guidance of the Environmental Specialist supported by staff and parent 
volunteers.  
 
The Academy also sponsors an annual competitive science fair learning experience. Students work 
with staff advisors and prepare a science fair entry. Entries are reviewed by peers and made 
available for public view. A panel of judges, including local media and Academy Board 
representation, offers insight and feedback on fair entries and has the responsibility of judging 
entries. Additionally, as a community outreach program, the Academy endeavors to partner with 
local farm organizations and provide spring and summer opportunities for community gardening. 
 
Social Studies 
Social studies represent the integrated study of the social sciences and environmental stewardship 
to promote civic competence and good citizenship. Emphasis is placed on the principles of 
democracy. Practical, real-world environmental issues are processed through democratic 
institutions in a representative democracy. 
 
The social studies curriculum is designed to develop enlightened citizens. Students are active 
members of a club or organization serving to improve the Academy and/or home community 
through active citizen involvement.  
 
Resource Programs 
Resource programs may be offered by qualified teachers in the curricular areas of: 

● arts (visual art and possibly instrumental music) 
● physical education 
● foreign language 

 
Arts 
The Academy wishes to make the arts (e.g., art, drama, music and dance) an indispensable 
component of a child’s education, while at the same time placing the strongest emphasis on the 
basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, arithmetic, application of scientific knowledge and 
citizenship. The arts offer children opportunities to assimilate and apply learning in ways relevant 
and meaningful to personal experiences. The enhanced skills of communication, analysis and self-
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expression enable students to understand the surrounding world. In art, students become 
acquainted with great painters, sculptors and architects. Children refine the ability to interpret art 
by examining diverse art works, discussing the elements (e.g., perspective, proportion and scale) 
present in the works and by learning about characteristics of art from different periods. Doing is 
very important to art instruction and students get the opportunity to create drawings, paintings and 
sculptures. 
 
The classroom teacher integrates the arts into the core curriculum while the art resource teacher 
provides appropriate and specialized instruction in visual art. Art and music activities nurture 
creativity. Students get practice imagining, experimenting, solving problems, thinking 
independently and making independent decisions. As a result, students gain pride in 
accomplishment. 
 
The best way for children to explore the arts is through participation. Active practice at painting, 
drawing, sculpting, singing and playing simple instruments paves the way to understanding and to 
self-expression. Instruction in art includes activities such as painting, drawing and craft making. 
Students learn about elements such as shape, form, color and texture, and examine famous 
examples of sculpture, painting, photography, design and architecture, as well as folk art. In 
addition to being a medium of self-expression, art skills are useful to the individual in 
communications and related careers. Early exposure to the right art instruction allows the child to 
become art literate and able to access the creativity and expression natural to the child and bring it 
forward into adulthood. 
 
Lessons take place on three fronts: creative, analytical and historical. Students learn much by 
looking at outstanding examples of art, listening to different types of wonderful music, reading 
about composers and artists, learning about some artistic and music concepts and terms, and 
studying the cultures and periods in which works were produced. Teachers at all levels utilize art 
activities in regular instruction. The art resource teacher acts as a coordinator to work with 
teachers, as well as students, to bring the creative spirit into art explorations. 
 
Music 
Music is integrated into the core curriculum by the classroom teacher, whenever appropriate, and 
specialized instruction is provided by the music resource teacher. At the lower elementary level, 
music instruction focuses on students singing, playing games and experimenting with different 
instruments. Students learn the concepts such as rhythm, pitch, volume and how to read music. In 
addition, students become familiar with different instruments and the sounds, and listen to a wide 
range of recordings. In the upper elementary grades, music instruction expands to include more 
background knowledge about great art and music from various cultures. When studying a work, 
students learn about the historical and cultural context of the time in which the piece was created. 
 
In music, students become familiar with famous composers and sample a wide range of recordings 
ranging from Gregorian chants and classical music to American folk songs and popular music. 
Students continue to learn more about elementary music theory and about reading music. In 
addition, students also play some instruments (e.g., keyboard and recorder). Formal instruction in 
musical instruments for interested children may be provided as after-school enrichment. 
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Physical Education 
Physical education is provided for students in kindergarten through grade five. Organized physical 
education provides knowledge, skills and motivation needed for a lifetime of health and exercise. 
The physical education program aligns with the Academy’s character education program. Students 
learn about teamwork, the importance of playing fairly, winning gracefully, and accepting defeat 
in good spirit. Physical education contributes to academic achievement as disciplined activity 
sharpens both mental acuity and an individual’s appetite for learning. 
 
Lower elementary students begin with such physical skills as running, jumping, throwing, catching 
and kicking. In addition, simple games and exercises such as rope jumping, foot races, dances, 
simple gymnastics and stretching build body control and coordination. Exercise as a valid part of 
life is professed, taught and modeled by adults. Instruction encourages fitness, respect for rules, 
sportsmanship, safety and the proper use of equipment. Activities give practice in rhythm, agility, 
balance, changing direction and building speed. The use of kinetic energy to relieve stress, 
cooperate with a team or compete for success is basic to the physical education of children. 
 
In upper elementary grades, students take the skills learned in earlier grades and apply to popular 
American team sports (e.g., soccer, basketball and softball) and individual sports (e.g., tumbling, 
foot races and in-line skating). Students learn rules and skills. Each child is encouraged to choose 
an activity such as running or basketball, which can translate into a lifelong habit of exercise and 
physical activity. Students learn about healthy competition and the value of striving toward 
achieving a team or individual goal. Athletics are an excellent place to learn the value of being a 
good sport and about winning and losing in other aspects of life. Students participate in a wide 
range of competitive and noncompetitive activities which build stamina, strength and agility. 
Activities continue to emphasize fitness, respect for rules, sportsmanship, safety and proper use of 
equipment. 
 
Foreign Language 
The Academy offers Spanish language instruction to students. The foreign language program 
teaches students the root words of fundamental languages. The curriculum focuses on a single 
language at certain grade levels. Students learn to read, write and speak through lessons focusing 
on acquisition skills. 
 
Co-Curricular Programs 
The Academy encourages student organizations related to environmental science. All teachers are 
encouraged to sponsor a school-related student organization to involve all children in sustaining 
the environment and to develop sound conservation and protection habits to carry into adulthood. 
 
Emotional Intelligence 
Academic schooling concerns itself with abstract intelligence (the ability to understand and 
manipulate with verbal and mathematics symbols) and concrete intelligence (the ability to 
understand and manipulate with objects). Leadership and performance studies (Goleman, 1998) 
suggest that social intelligence, the ability to understand and relate to people, is important to 
educating boys and girls as enlightened citizens and responsible family and community members. 
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Central to social intelligence is emotional intelligence. Goleman defines emotional intelligence as 
“the capacity for recognizing our own feelings and those of others, for motivating ourselves, and 
for managing emotions well in ourselves and in our relationships. Emotional intelligence describes 
abilities distinct from, but complementary to, academic intelligence, the purely cognitive 
capacities measured by IQ.” Goleman categorizes emotional intelligence into the five basic 
emotional and social competencies of self-awareness, self-regulations, motivation, empathy and 
social skills. 
 
Emotional intelligence assists students in overcoming conflict and resolving disputes. Further, 
emotional intelligence enables teachers to understand learning difficulties, develop teaching 
strategies, design assessment techniques and help students understand the role in the community 
as team members, students, family and caretakers. Individuals with high emotional intelligence 
often outperform people with higher levels of intellectual intelligence. 
 
The Academy encourages teachers and support staff to participate in ongoing training in emotional 
intelligence and the application in school settings. A focal point of the training is to empower 
teachers with the knowledge and skills to carry out emotional literacy prevention programs. The 
most effective programs in emotional literacy developed as a response to violence and conflict 
resolution. 
 
Learning Strategies 
To raise academic performance, the Academy examines the manner in which individual students 
learn. The goal of teaching learning strategies is the development of a learner who actively and 
effectively monitors learning. To assist with learning strategies, instructional staff follow a 
common lesson plan framework. 
 
Examples of effective learning strategies include the following: 

● setting goals and planning an approach 
● focusing attention on the information that is most important 
● forming mental frameworks for organizing and understanding information 
● linking new ideas with prior knowledge in order to make connections and add personal 

meaning 
● monitoring personal comprehension of material to be learned and recognizing when one 

needs to change the learning approach (Derry 1989, Thomas 1993 Raforth, Leal, and 
Defabo 1993, and Weinstein et.al. 1999) 

 
Teaching learning strategies makes significant differences in students’ academic performance, 
creates independent learners and builds self-confidence. Learning strategies address the needs of 
all learners (e.g., below grade level and gifted and talented) and students practice and apply the 
strategies across the curriculum. Assessment ensures learning strategies become part of each 
student’s regular learning repertoire. 
 
Teachers also model strategic thinking. Teachers talking about thinking and doing may help 
children to better understand the thought process. The teacher who consistently “thinks out loud” 
and encourages it on the part of students also has an excellent diagnostic tool available (ERS, 
2000). 
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Educational Program Development (“EDP”) 
To further empower students, the Academy requires students to create an EDP. An EDP is a 
document that reflects student educational and career goals, methods to achieve these goals and 
student activities and achievements. A student designs an EDP under the supervision of an 
academic specialist. Each EDP contains the following essential elements: personal information 
such as the student’s name, date of birth and grade level; education, training and career goals; 
assessment results, both career- and academic-related; and a plan of action, including high school 
course selections, expected graduation date and timeline for college application. 
 
Students develop an EDP in seventh grade. Starting the EDP in middle school assists students in 
planning for high school curriculum and post-secondary goals. An EDP is updated as student 
interests and abilities become more evident and focused. 
 
Special Education and Section 504 
When making educational placement decisions for students with disabilities, the Academy will 
ensure that parents are contributing members of the Individualized Educational Program (“IEP”) 
team, and together the team will make decisions that are subject to requirements regarding the 
provision of the least-restrictive environment. When determining how services will be delivered 
to students with disabilities, the Academy will follow all Special Education Rules as issued by the 
Michigan Department of Education. If a child with a current IEP enrolls in the Academy, the 
Academy will implement the existing IEP to the extent possible, or will provide an interim IEP 
agreed upon by parents until a new IEP can be developed. IEPs will be developed, revised and 
implemented in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 
(“IDEIA”) and state law and regulations. 
 
The Academy will fully comply with federal laws and regulations governing children with 
disabilities as follows: 

1. The Academy is responsible for providing a free, appropriate public education to 
children with disabilities enrolled in the Academy that have been determined through an 
IEP to require Special Education programs and services. 

2. The Academy will ensure that children who are suspected of having disabilities are 
properly evaluated by a multidisciplinary team, as defined in the Michigan Special 
Education Rules, and that children who have already been identified are re-evaluated by 
the multidisciplinary team at least every three years. 

3. When a multidisciplinary team determines that a special education student requires 
Special Education programs and/or services, the Academy will ensure that the IEP is 
fully implemented in accordance with IDEIA, and reviewed on an annual basis or more 
frequently as determined by the IEP team.  

 
The special education program uses the inclusion model for providing programs and services to 
students with IEPs. Each individual IEP is tailored to the individual needs of the student; this might 
include a pull out model or an inclusion model. The IEP team always takes into consideration the 
least restrictive environment for each student. If a student is pulled-out from class, the 
intervention/service/program must be described in an IEP or a 504 Plan. The staff recognize and 
honor the educational program stated in an IEP for a student in special education, or a 504 plan for 
a qualified student.  
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Secondary Educational Program Sixth through Twelfth Grades 
The mission statement guides the Educational Program and practices for grades six through twelve. 
 
Educational Program – General Characteristics 
The Academy’s high school program is characterized by: 

● a focus on the core curriculum and environmental science and by co-curricular offerings in 
the arts and humanities for interested students 

● integrated (interdisciplinary) units of study 
● self-paced, individualized and competency-based lessons 
● technology integration 
● assessing at three levels of achievement: competent (70%), proficient (80%), and mastery 

(90%) through multiple means of assessment, ranging from state assessments aligned with 
the Michigan Merit Curriculum (“MMC”), Northwest Evaluation Association™ 
(“NWEA™”) Measures of Academic Progress® (“MAP®”) Growth™, and SAT®/ACT® 
test, to demonstrations of authentic works 

● Michigan Merit Graduation Units along with dual enrollment with post-secondary credit 
Environmental Science Specialists who coordinate the integration of environmental 
science across the curriculum true to the basic tenets of the charter. 

 
Program of Studies 
The program of study provides learning modules in the following areas: 
 
1. Sciences 

a. Comprehensive environmental sciences (e.g., agriculture and agribusiness, anatomy and 
physiology, astronomy, botany, chemistry, ecosystems, energy, health and medicine, 
mathematics, meteorology, microbiology, physics, and zoology) 

b. Social sciences (e.g., anthropology, geography, demographics, and economics) 
2. Community Service 

a. Volunteer service required annually 
b. Senior community service project 
c. Occupations and work ethic 

3. Senior demonstration project based on student’s major emphasis of study 
 
Program Responsibility 
High school is a time to try out interests, to take some risks and to measure oneself against the 
task. The first responsibility is always to oneself, to discover one’s potential, interests and 
limitations. Teachers and parents are critical partners in the child’s education. There must be open, 
honest dialogue and communication structures to ensure students and parents clearly know the 
student’s status of progress in school. 
 
Student Learning Plan 
The educational program is the responsibility of the stakeholders: student-parent-teacher. Each 
student works with a project design team consisting of a teacher (or teachers) and parent(s) to 
evaluate the ISLP. In the spring of the second and third years, the ISLP is expanded on the basis 
of the student’s progress to that point in time. All parties through the first three years of high school 
must approve the plan. 
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High School Students: Students complete opportunities to demonstrate shared inquiry and project 
planning. The student must also demonstrate skills in the use of technology for word processing, 
spreadsheets, databases and Internet searches.  The students begin practicing the skills leading up 
the senior project.  Students research, design, problem solve and present material to stakeholders. 
These experiences can be seen in each high school class. 
 
Fourth-Year Students/Senior Project: The senior student continues the major area of study and 
constructs two plans: occupational and community service. The two plans assist the student in 
pursuing post-high school plans and finding a place in the community as a citizen and a learner. 
In their senior year, the student presents the senior project which is a presentation or demonstration 
of the major area of study. 
 
The student learning plan consists of the following minimum components: 

● Requisite competencies (an outline of academic knowledge and skills that demonstrate the 
student’s readiness for the learning module); 

● Core competencies (essential knowledge and skills that must be learned in this module); 
● Interdisciplinary platforms for learning (structure/framework for student-centered inquiry 

into the topic; context within which students identify essential questions which generate 
content sequences); 

● Assessments (means by which student achievement of core competencies and higher order 
thinking are measured). 

 
Throughout the four (or more) years in the Academy, students participate actively in community 
events concerning environmental science. Students in the fourth year participate in activities 
associated with the individual’s major area of study and senior project. 
 
Program Delivery 
The core curriculum competencies coincide with the MAS for graduation. The Academy uses the 
MMC analysis and SAT/ACT alignment as guides for measuring student achievement against the 
MAS. To be promoted from one grade to the next, the student demonstrates mastery in the core 
curriculum competencies. 
 
The most difficult component of an integrated, self-paced competency-based program is 
management by the student and the teacher. The ownership students take regarding education 
reflects the mission of the Academy. The environment, structure and content promote the self-
learner concept in which students participate in constructing a personal knowledge base and 
learning problem-solving strategies. The scope of students’ education extends beyond the 
traditional classroom as students interact with mentors, the community and the physical 
environment. 
 
First, the student (with close guidance from parents) must be responsible and reliable. Learning is 
the product of student inquiry into the topic. The student is the point of convergence for learning. 
Each student has a learning style, just as each teacher has a teaching style. In designing the program 
for a student, care is taken to incorporate the work of Howard Gardner on multiple intelligences, 
Daniel Goleman on emotional intelligence and Eric Jensen on brain-compatible learning. This is 
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an important component in staff development, the introductory student seminar and developing 
the student learning plan. 
 
Second, the teacher acts as a resource person, a guide to the student and is firm in expressing 
expectations and demanding excellence. The teacher must be gifted in inquiry-based instruction, 
authentic assessment, human relations skills with parents and students and in the use of technology. 
The teacher is an instructional leader. 
 
Third, technology is critical to every phase of learning: presentation, research, expression and 
managing data. Technology becomes the infrastructure for learning and is interwoven into each 
strand of study. Technology is consistently used in all strands of study to enrich instruction and 
provide a deeper learning experience. Technology is also utilized for science fair and senior 
projects. All students are issued wireless network accounts for use in producing and storing 
educational products. 
 
Fourth, the Academy community becomes the laboratory for learning. The classroom is wherever 
the resource is located. It may be a farm, golf course, or ski slope; Lake Michigan, or a puddle out 
back; the reservation, or the river; the community college, or a nursing home; distance learning, or 
working with a hoe; or on a fishing boat, library, foreign country; a soup kitchen, or the hospital; 
the surrounding which best contributes to the project’s learning outcomes is the student’s 
laboratory. 
 
A challenge in a project-based instructional program is instruction in the core curriculum: English, 
mathematics, sciences, social sciences and foreign language. In the first and second years, students 
take coursework to strengthen or accelerate knowledge and skills in academic core courses. In 
English, major emphasis is placed on analytical thinking skills and writing. Literature is correlated 
to the humanities to reinforce interdisciplinary studies. Science and mathematics courses 
emphasize processes, applications and data analysis that prepare the student to engage in research 
projects. 
 
Select years that a student is involved in a science course or project, the student submits a science 
fair project to be exhibited at a school-wide science exhibition. Students can also enter “open 
entry” science fairs in the region, including the community college or four-year colleges. The 
sophistication of science fair entries, including statistical analysis of data, must increase 
significantly each year. 
 
In selected foreign languages, the Academy uses a proficiency framework as a primary basis for 
determining student performance. 
 
Thinking skills are integrated into each of the core disciplines. Reading comprehension specifically 
addresses the following thinking skills: comparison/contrast, drawing conclusions, making 
judgments based on context clues and critical analysis of literature. The various modes of discourse 
in writing require logical reasoning, analytical thinking and creative thinking. Problem-solving 
skills are a basic requirement in math. Divergent, inventive and analytical thinking are necessary 
to succeed in a research-based science curriculum. In social sciences, learning experiences that are 
analytical, evaluative and critical as well as creative in scope, will be mastered. Students learn to 



Schedule 7c-14  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

distinguish between and use primary sources and secondary sources in developing analytical and 
problem-solving projects. Students are also required to pass a geography competency test. 
 
The difference in project work and traditional classroom time is apparent. One is inquiry and 
student centered, and the other is content and teacher centered. Both are essential to meeting the 
literacy, developmental and reasoning needs of all students. Both types of learning are integral to 
the charter’s vision and supplement and complement one another. A student must have the basic 
skills to be successful with higher-order thinking. Katz (1994) differentiates systematic instruction 
and project work in the following manner: 
 

Systematic instruction (1) helps children acquire skills, (2) addresses deficiencies in 
children’s learning, (3) stresses extrinsic motivation, and (4) allows teachers to direct the 
children’s work, use expertise, and specify the tasks that the children perform. Project 
work, in contrast (1) provides children with opportunities to apply skills (2) addresses 
children’s proficiencies (3) stresses intrinsic motivation, and (4) encourages children to 
determine what to work on and accepts the student as experts about individual needs. Both 
systematic instruction and project work have an important place in the curriculum. 
 

The use of themes (broad concept or topic) and units (pre-planned lessons and activities) in 
systematic instruction assist students in learning the skills required for project work. The teacher 
shares responsibility with the student in making the transition from systematic instruction to 
project work. 
 
Special needs students flourish in the Academy. Research and experience indicate that many 
special needs individuals are truly gifted and talented in technology and the sciences. The 
instructional model for special education is the immersion model, which calls for special needs 
students to work side by side with the regular education peers in all subjects. There may be an 
occasional need for special instruction or accommodations for special needs students. Those 
adjustments do not compromise the integrity of the Educational Program. 
 
Health, Physical Education and Civics 
Health, physical education and civics are required by Michigan law to be part of a student’s high 
school education. To accomplish those requirements in a manner that exceeds traditional 
programs, the following approach is suggested: 
 

Health: The health curriculum is embedded in the sciences strand and will be integrated 
into the sciences. Competencies are identified for student mastery and records kept to 
indicate a student’s accomplishment of the competencies. 
 
Physical Education: Physical education, provided through a diverse model, allows “sports 
in season” participation, membership in a health club/gymnasium, and/or participation in 
leisure-time physical fitness activities. Students report monthly on physical fitness 
activities. Physical education is also offered as a regular class for students in seventh and 
eighth grades and is available for high school students. 
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Civics: Civics is embedded in the sciences strand and is important to practices associated 
with an open learning environment. Students are taught the guiding principles of civics 
education but will have to live the principles daily as a member of the Academy’s learning 
community. The Academy’s Code of Student Conduct is integrated into civics as a 
partnership in responsibility. 

 
Advanced Placement® (“AP®”) Classes 
Students enroll in AP courses in areas of interest. All students have the opportunity to take the AP 
course in one of the areas tested. The Academy pays the cost associated with taking an AP course 
provided the student completes the program of study, takes the AP examination and scores a 3 or 
higher on the examination. 
 
Community Service 
Students become actively engaged in community service as a requirement of graduation. The 
purpose of the requirement is to provide meaningful service and community learning experiences 
with the goal of developing students into mature and knowledgeable citizens who take 
responsibility for communities. Goals include the following: 
 

● To provide meaningful service learning opportunities and community service experiences 
for students 

● To support students’ efforts to make voices heard and actions felt on important community 
issues 

● To encourage students and other community members to break down barriers, particularly 
across ethnic and class lines, and work together to solve common problems 

● To foster students’ realization of a personal identity as part of a greater whole and nurture 
passion for active citizenship 

 
Important to the success of the community service program are (1) the emphasis of the humanities 
program on civic responsibility in all aspects of life, (2) faculty encouraging students to become 
active participants in school and community affairs, and (3) the active involvement of community 
leaders in making opportunities available to students. Of course, of extreme importance is the 
attitude of students toward community service learning through participation and development of 
an ethic of involvement. 
 
Students prepare for service learning projects through the social studies program. Preparation 
includes knowledge of national, state and local government; principles of democracy, 
representative democracy, federalism and states’ rights; and seminars on service, methods of 
effective communication and team building. Students select a respective service project during the 
seminar and develop a project plan with the seminar leader and the service organization 
representative. 
 
Travel Abroad 
Students whose major area of study encourages study abroad may write foreign travel into the 
student learning plan. The individual nature of the plan permits students to pursue comprehensive 
studies while traveling away from the Academy and thus being considered to be enrolled in the 
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educational program of the Academy. Interaction with teachers and mentors and regular progress 
reports can be transmitted by electronic mail, telephone, telefax and regular mail. 
 
Organization of Student Interventions 
Students meet daily with a teacher or teachers for academic acceleration and intervention sessions. 
These sessions focus upon basic skills in the areas of English, math, scientific inquiry, historical 
method, primary and secondary research, writing workshop, public speaking, the political process 
and/or civics. Through a series of written tests, oral examinations and demonstrations, the student 
demonstrates sufficient mastery of the prerequisite knowledge and skills. The MAS guide the 
minimal basic skills that a student is required to master. 
 
Requisite Knowledge and Skills 
For a student to be classified as a fourth year student and begin design of the senior project (which 
is scheduled for the third year), the individual must demonstrate competence in the following 
subject areas: 

● reading comprehension at the eleventh grade level as measured on criterion reference tests 
● composition skills for expository, narrative and persuasive writing as measured by writing 

rubrics 
● Algebra I and II, geometry competencies as measured by criterion reference tests 
● application of the scientific method to real-world situations as demonstrated through 

science experiments 
● local, state and federal government structure and functions as demonstrated in position 

papers on government in daily lives 
● civics and citizenship, principles of democracy as demonstrated by activity within the west 

Michigan community, especially the student’s home community 
● application of the historical method to research as demonstrated in a primary research 

project 
● use of basic applications of technology for production and research 

 
A mentorship is a form of learning, which integrates theory and application through experience. 
The senior project requires a student to do research and develop a project under the direction of a 
senior project mentor, a school professional, or other Subject Matter Expert (“SME”). Participation 
in the senior project requires maturity on the part of the student and a strong commitment from the 
senior project mentor. 
 
Assessment of Student Achievement 
The program has been developed to reflect MAS and the MMC with added focus on environmental 
science. Parents receive timely reports of the child’s progress according to the following levels of 
achievement as outlined in the Academy’s program of study: 

● Competent - Mastery of a competency at the 70% level of achievement 
● Proficient - Mastery of a competency at the 80% level of achievement 
● Mastery - Mastery of a competency at the 90% level of achievement 

 
If a student has not achieved one of these three levels of achievement, there will not be a 
designation of progress. The student plan clearly states that the competency must be achieved 
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before the student can complete the requirements of the plan, thus every competency is always a 
work in progress. 
 
Students assess individual projects, indicating problems encountered and solutions developed. 
Self-assessment, at a minimum, correlate students’ works to the respective student learning plans. 
Students are expected to demonstrate the ability to comprehend and to conduct detailed analyses, 
make leaps of intuition, hypothesize other possibilities and evaluate and improve personal work. 
 
Self-assessment can take many forms, including: 

● Writing conferences 
● Discussion (small group or individual with teacher/mentor) 
● Reflection logs 
● Weekly self-evaluations 
● Self-assessment checklists and inventories 
● Teacher-student interviews 

 
These types of self-assessment require that a student review work to determine what has been 
learned and what areas of confusion still exist. Students understand the criteria for good work 
before beginning a project. As students gain experience in evaluating work, the student learns how 
to set criteria for good work with clarity. Student observations and reflections provide valuable 
feedback for refining the student learning plan and making it a work in progress. 
 
Appropriate evaluation always compares the student’s current work to earlier work. This 
evaluation indicates the student’s progress toward the performance standards consistent with the 
student learning plan and developmental expectations. The teacher’s conclusions about a student’s 
achievement, abilities, strengths, weaknesses and needs are based on the full range of the student’s 
development, as documented by the data in the ISLP, and on the teacher/mentor’s knowledge of 
curriculum and stages of development. The use of an ISLP provides teachers with a comprehensive 
system for planning parent-teacher conferences. The parent and teacher review concrete examples 
of the student’s work rather than trying to discuss the child’s progress in the abstract. Open 
communication occurs regularly with parents, and parents are informed of the student’s 
performance. 
 
In addition to the levels of achievement, self–assessment, and the ISLP, the Academy utilizes other 
assessments to monitor student progress. The SAT® is administered to students in eleventh grade, 
with make-ups available in grade twelve. Additional assessments include teacher made tests, 
student projects and formative assessments. Teachers use formative assessments to adjust the 
delivery of instruction and to assist the student in reflecting about the learning. The adjustments 
provide opportunities for students to achieve and attain the goals established in the ISLP. Teacher 
made authentic formative assessments are validated by summative assessments that are consistent 
with MAS proficiency. 
 
Transfer Students—In and Out 
A student who enrolls for the first time is required to demonstrate the same level of competence 
as required of students who have progressed through the Academy educational program for 
kindergarten through six grades. The transfer student tests on written examinations and oral 
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examinations. Grade placement and course schedules are based on the student’s prior report cards 
and state assessment scores, and on the student’s demonstrated performance on written, oral and 
NWEA MAP examinations.  
 
At the Academy, there is a premium on sound character and citizenship. Students are respected as 
reasoning, thinking people who assume responsibility for academic achievement and behavior in 
a results-based learning culture. Parents become active partners with the Academy and the child 
to ensure a successful educational program. 
 
Curriculum Standards 
The MMC is integrated into the Academy’s program of studies to ensure that all students are 
achieving standards as set forth in the MMC as established by the Michigan State Board of 
Education. 
 
The Academy’s Educational Program is intended to prepare students to exceed minimum 
standards; therefore, students are expected to exceed the “floor” standards and to advance to the 
application and synthesis levels of learning. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
Students qualify for graduation upon satisfactory completion of the senior project, satisfactory or 
proficient scores on state assessments and successful completion of the MMC. A student must 
satisfy the accreditation standards promulgated by the Michigan State Board of Education. 
Additionally, the student must satisfy the graduation requirements established by the Academy 
Board. The Academy Board believes that the graduation requirements reflect a preparedness to 
continue education at a four year post-secondary institution. With this in mind, the graduation 
requirements change slightly from year to year so that the students will not only meet the 
requirements set by the Michigan State Board of Education and the Academy’s environmental 
science focus, but are challenged with an AP curricula that initiates the beginning of a post-
secondary education. 
 

WMAES Graduation Requirements 
2024 2025 & Beyond 

English (4 Units) English (4 Units) 
Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Mathematics (4 Units) including Algebra 1, 
Algebra II and Geometry 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Social Studies (3 Units) including US History, 
World History, Economics and Geography 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Science (2.5 Units) including Chemistry and 
Biology 

Environmental Science (2.5 Units) Environmental Science (2.0 Units) 
Technology (1 Unit) Technology (1 Unit) 
World Language (2 Units) World Language (2 Units) 
Physical Education (1 Unit) Physical Education (1 Unit) 
Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) Visual/Applied Arts (1 Unit) 
Community Service (30 Hours) Community Service (30 Hours) 
Electives (3 Units) Electives (3.5 Units) including Capstone 
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Launch U Early College Program 
Launch U is a Kent Intermediate School District (“ISD”) program that has partnered with Grand 
Rapids Community College. The tuition-free, early college opportunity is a specialized early 
college program. Students can earn their high school diploma and an Associate Degree in 
Mechanical Design, in just one year beyond high school, or students can graduate in their 12th 
grade year with an industry recognized certificate.  Courses occur at the Kent ISD campus, through 
an online platform and on the Grand Rapids Community College campus.   
 
All 9th grade students will be invited to attend an informational session presented by one of the 
program's leaders. Interested candidates submit applications in the spring of the student’s 9th grade 
year. Complete applications include two teacher recommendations, transcripts, grade point 
average and an essay demonstrating the student’s interest in the program. Applicants are selected 
and communicated to by program's leaders.   
 
Student Respect and Responsibility 
Children today reach out for adults to provide structure. As parents and educators, boundaries and 
limits are established for life within a civilized society. Unless appropriate behavior is modeled 
and taught, students may learn inappropriate behavior by default. The Academy has a strong Code 
of Student Conduct (“Code”) to provide the framework for behaving and learning at school. 
Parents, the essential partner, are critical to the success of the Code. The Code firmly establishes 
the responsibilities of the Academy Board, the principal, staff, parents and students, and further 
spells out the consequences for failing to meet those responsibilities. 
 
Student Activities 
Student government is a centerpiece of the students’ educational experience. The goals are 
consistent with the basic tenets of the charter. Vehicles to give students “voice” must be the norm 
in a learning environment characterized by reason, responsibility and results. Program relevant 
clubs and organizations have been established and students participate in local, state and national 
opportunities. 
 
Program Evaluation 
The Educational Program is formally evaluated on an annual basis. Effective teaching is essential 
to the implementation of the Academy’s Educational Program. Academy leadership evaluates 
effective instruction by performing informal and formal teacher observations. The observations 
provide a platform for quality dialogue for constructive feedback serving to improve instructional 
practices. Academy staff also meet with leadership to review school performance. Data is collected 
and analyzed to determine and monitor school improvement goals. Leadership and staff routinely 
monitor assessment data (e.g., NWEA, state assessment and SAT) to implement needed changes, 
to ensure adequate growth in all classrooms and to make necessary adjustments to improve the 
delivery of the Educational Program. 
 
In addition to observations and the examination of data, professional development opportunities 
and PLC are provided to staff members. Training opportunities and a professional community of 
learners enhance instructional practices and provide opportunities of collaboration and cooperation 
with other teachers. 



West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

Contract Amendment No. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tab 2 



Schedule 7d-1  West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science 

CURRICULUM 
 

Pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, including Article VI, 
Section 6.4, the Academy shall implement, deliver, and support the curriculum identified in this 
schedule.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Academy has adopted Academy written curriculum, Amplify CKLA™ English language arts 
(“ELA”) (K-5), Engage NY ELA (6-12), HMH Into Math™ (K-12) and Into AGA™ (6-12), 
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (“MAISA”) Rubicon Atlas™ social 
studies, Choice Schools curriculum and Michigan Model for Health™. The curriculum for all core 
subjects has been received, reviewed and approved by the Center. 
 

● Amplify CKLA   https://ckla.amplify.com/  
● HMH Into Math/AGA  https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math  
● Engage NY    https://www.engageny.org/ 
● MAISA Social Studies  https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/  

     Browse/View/Calendars 
● Choice Schools Electronic Curriculum Management System 

     https://www.choicecurriculum.com 
● Michigan Model for Health             http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339- 

     73971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html    
 
Elementary 
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy.  

 
Secondary  
The following subjects/courses are offered at the Academy*. 

Course Name Grade**  Course Name Grade** 
English (minimum 4)   World Language (minimum 2)  
English 9 9  Spanish I 9-12 
English 10 10  Spanish II 9-12 
English 11 11    

English 12 12  
Visual, Performing & Applied Arts 
(minimum 1)  

Creative Writing (.5) 9-12  Art A (.5) 9 
Contemporary Literature (.5) 9-12  Art B (.5) 9 

Course K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
English Language Arts X X X X X X X X X 
Mathematics X X X X X X X X X 
Science X X X X X X X X X 
Social Studies X X X X X X X X X 
Health X X X X X X X X X 
Physical Education X X X X X X X X X 

https://ckla.amplify.com/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-math
https://www.engageny.org/
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://gomaisa-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars
https://www.choicecurriculum.com/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-%09%09%09%09%09%0973971_4911_4912_74286---,00.html
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Course Name Grade**  Course Name Grade** 
Communications Eagle Newsletter 
(.5) 9-12  Art Appreciation (.5) 9-12 
Yearbook (.5) 9-12  Advanced Drawing (.5) 9-12 
English Composition I (CMU Dual 
Enrollment EN 101) 11-12    

Mathematics (minimum 4)   
Physical Education & Health 
(minimum 1)  

Pre-Algebra  9  PE I 9 
Algebra I 9-10   Fitness/Conditioning (.5) 9-12 

Geometry 10-11   Recreation Sports (.5) 9-12 

Algebra II 11-12    
Pre-Calculus 12  Technology (minimum 1)  
Statistics (.5) 9-12  PC Applications A 9-12 
Personal Finance (.5) 9-12  PC Applications B 9-12 
AP Calculus 12  Website Design (.5) 9-12 
Science (minimum 4.5)   Communications Eagle TV (.5) 9-12 
Biology 9    
Chemistry 10-12    
Environmental Science 10-12  Other  
Zoology 10-12  Senior Capstone (.5) 12 
Physics (.5) 10-12  Service Learning (.5) 12 
Astronomy (.5) 10-12  Environmental Leadership  9-12 
AP Biology 11-12  Internship 11-12 
AP Environmental Science 11-12  SAT Prep 11 
Anatomy & Physiology (.5) 11-12    
High School STEAM (.5) 9-12  Off Campus Courses  
Social Studies (minimum 3)   Launch U Courses 10-12 
US History  9  Dual Enrollment 11-12 
World History 10-12  KCTC 11-12 
Economics (.5) 10-12    
Government (.5) 10-12    
Global Issues (.5) 9-12    
AP US History 11-12    
AP Government 11-12    

* The Academy updates course offerings each school year based on the needs and interests of students as well as 
teacher certification.  As a result some courses are rotated and are not offered each year.  All core subjects are 
taught every year and high school students are required to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum. 

 
**If students are not required to take a course at a specific grade level, “any” is used for the grade indication.  
 
***Virtual Courses are defined as any course(s) that are delivered using the internet. 
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