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Session Outcomes 

• Analyze the connections between engagement and assessment 
• Recognize engagement techniques that increase rigor and cognitive  
           processing 
• Identify actionable techniques that will increase student engagement  
• Develop an action plan to increase active learning in your building 

 
Do Now 

Complete the following analogy and simile in your packet. Then discuss with a 
neighbor. 
 
*Engaging students is to_______________________________________ as 
__________________________ is to __________________________. 
 
*Getting students to pay attention is like ______________________. 

Partnering Mat 
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Clock Partners 

Find a partner for only 3, 6, 9 and 12 o’clock. Write your partner’s name in the blank 
for that time on your paper, and that person will write his/her name on the same 
time on his/her own paper. When asked to get in groups for a specific time, that 
person will be your partner. 

 

 
 

Think-Write-Pair-Share 

• THINK about how assessment and rigor impact or connect to student 
engagement. 

• WRITE a brief summary of your thoughts, highlighting key ideas that 
demonstrate the impact or connections. 

• PAIR-SHARE with your 9 o’clock partner. 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Engagement Continuum 

 
 

Assessments 

Pre-assessment: _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Post-assessment: ____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Formative assessment:  _______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Interim assessment: __________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Summative assessment: _______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Self-assessment: _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Rate Your Knowledge - Unit on Football 

Put an ‘X’ in the box that most accurately conveys your understanding. 

4 = I could teach it to the group 
3 = I am pretty sure what it means 
2 = I recognize it but need a review 
1 = I have no clue what it means 
 
   Before Instruction   After Instruction 

Word 4 3 2 1  4 3 2 1 
penalty          
safety          
field goal          
off-sides          
first down          
punt          

 

Rigor and Relevance 

Rigor is ____________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Rigor is not _________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

The biggest challenge to increasing rigor in my school is _____________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Barbara Blackburn Video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 Rigor 
 
• Appropriately challenging student work 
• Higher-order thinking 
• Inquiry and student response 

Relevance 

• Appropriately challenging student work 
• Authentic/real-world resources 
• Learning connections 

Rigor can be generated through ________________, ___________________, and 
___________________ fostered. 
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Strategies to Enhance Cognitive Processing 

Ratio: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

C.E.R.: _____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Reciprocal Teaching: _________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary: ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Questioning: ________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Why do we ask questions?  

Write your response then share with your 12 o’clock partner. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Five Purposes of Questioning:  

1. _____________________________________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________________________________ 
4. _____________________________________________________________ 
5. _____________________________________________________________ 

Helping Mrs. Smith 

Write your suggestions to help Mrs. Smith increase student engagement. Discuss 
with your 6 o’clock partner. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 

Consider your own practices around engagement and ensuring cognitive 
challenge, and reflect upon today’s learning. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Action Planning 

Based on your reflection and the learning from today, what action steps will 
you take to more effectively utilize data to inform instructional decisions to 
increase active, cognitive engagement of students? 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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