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Percent Meeting NWEA MAP Spring Achievement Benchmarks . Spring Achievement Benchmarks
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NWEA MAP Fall-to-Spring Growth
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Fall-to-Spring Growth

In the fall of 2020, the Center reported on student
growth that took place across school years (fall-to-
fall growth). The charts in this report represent a
return to what the Center has reported on in the
past, fall-to-spring growth. It is important to note
that these results will not match previous
Performance Reports issued by the Center
because they use the new 2020 NWEA norms. The
2020 NWEA norms were used for all of the years
throughout this report to create a more precise
view of performance over time.

Source: NWEA MAP Growth - Spring Assessment

Students with Growth Percentile 50 or Greater
"One year's growth in one year's time"

The line chart shows the proportion of students that
demonstrated a fall-to-spring student growth
percentile of 50 or greater. If a student meets this
growth benchmark, they grew at least as fast as the
typical student who began the growth period at a
similar achievement level. Lower achieving
students need to achieve a fall-to-spring growth
percentile of more than 50 to close the gap and
ultimately perform at or above the national norm.

Median Growth Percentile

A Conditional Growth Percentile (CGP), or simply
Growth Percentile, is a student’s percentile rank for
growth among their academic peers. A CGP of 60
means that the student’'s growth was higher than
60 percent of their academic peers. A Median
Growth Percentile of 50 means that half of all
students have a CGP of 50 or greater. That is, half
of the students are growing as fast or faster than
half of their academic peers. Most schools
experienced lower levels of growth between the fall
of 2020 and the spring of 2021 than between
previous fall-to-spring intervals.
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NWEA MAP Achievement Trend
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Projections

Spring 2020 MAP scores are predicted using
monthly learning gain estimates from a large-scale
study performed by NWEA (Kuhfeld et al., 2020).
Spring 2020 estimates provide a guide to how a
student may have performed if they had taken the
Spring MAP assessment in May 2020. These types
of missing data predictions have inherent
uncertainty. To account for this, The Center
calculated a best case, worst case, and likely
scenario for each student and then aggregated to
the percentage of students meeting the benchmark
within the school under each condition. Percent of
students meeting or exceeding their spring 2020
achievement benchmark, compared to previous
years provides an overview of how the pandemic
may have affected student achievement in your
school.

Source: NWEA MAP Growth, Kuhfeld, Soland, Tarasawa,
Johnson, Ruzek, Liu (2020) Projecting the Potential Impact
of COVID-19 School Closures on Academic Achievement.
Educational Researcher, 49(8), 549-565
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NWEA MAP Sliders, Gainers, and Maintainers

Slidars ara students who have moved from a higher achievemnent percantile category to a lower achievement percentile category
betwesan testing sessions.

Galners are students who hava moved from a lower achievemant percantila category to a higher achisvement percentile category
betweean tesing sessions.

Maintainars 'stay’ in the sama category from one testing session o another lesting session.

Fall-to-Fall
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Sliders, Gainers, and Maintainers

For the purposes of these analyses, students were
divided into five groups based on their fall 2020 or
spring 2021 achievement percentile, respectively.
The table below outlines how students were
categorized using their test scores in each
assessment window.

The following are the achievement categories:

Achievement Category Descriptor
Percantile Range
81-99 High
61-80 High Average/Above Averags
41-860 Average
21-40 Below Average/Low Average

The change in a student’s performance between
assessment periods is categorized in order to
classify them in three different ways:

Slider: A student who moved down by at least one
achievement category between test events.
Gainer: A student who moved up by at least one
achievement category between test events.
Maintainer: A student who stayed in the same
achievement category in both test events.

Source: NWEA MAP Growth - Fall & Spring Assessents
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NWEA MAP Sliders, Gainers, and Maintainers

Slidars ara students who have moved from a higher achievemnent percantile category to a lower achievement percentile category
betwesan testing sessions.

Galners are students who hava moved from a lower achievemant percantila category to a higher achisvement percentile category
betweean tesing sessions.

Maintainars 'stay’ in the sama category from one testing session o another lesting session.
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Sliders, Gainers, and Maintainers

Fall-to-Fall

Prior to the pandemic, the share of students in
each group was consistent. In a typical year,
roughly 20% of students moved up by at least one
achievement group (gainers) and about 20% of
students moved down by at least one achievement
group (sliders). Around 60% of students remained
within the same achievement group between tests.
In the Fall-to-Fall analysis, including only students
who had taken the assessments in the fall of 2019
and again in the fall of 2020, the distribution of
those students changed in most schools. The share
of sliders, particularly in mathematics, increased
significantly and the share of students classified as
gainers decreased significantly. In general, learning
loss was evident between the fall of 2019 and the
fall of 2020, particularly in mathematics.

Fall-to-Spring

The share of students in the sliders category
increased in 2020-2021 and the share of students
in the gainers category decreased. In general,
many students continued to “slide” rather than
“catch-up.” It is critically important that schools
implement programs throughout the summer and
into the 2021-2022 school year designed to “catch-
up” students to their previous level of performance.
While most of the declines in achievement and
growth were isolated to mathematics in the Fall-to-
Fall analysis, significant declines are pronounced in
reading as well as mathematics in the Fall-to-Spring
analysis, suggesting that intensive academic
support services in reading will also be necessary
for most schools.
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