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Abstract

The assessment landscape has changed in the
last couple of years. Most states canceled their
state summative assessments Dbecause oOf
challenges In administering tests due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The absence of these tests
meant an Increase In the use of Interim
benchmark  assessments which  became
mandatory in some states. However, most users
of state assessment data missed the opportunity
to gauge the extent to which students were
meeting state standards. This Investigation
highlights the use of interim assessments to
predict performance on state summative
assessments even when state summative
assessments are not administered. The study
uses available linking studies to emphasize the
point that when there Is a strong link between the
state summative assessments and Interim
assessments, the results are very dependable.

Objectives

»The study seeks to explore the relationship

In student performance between the
Michigan Student Test of Educational
Progress (M-STEP) and  Northwest
Evaluation Association (NWEA) MAP
Growth assessments

»The study also explores how educators
could use Interim assessment data to gauge
whether students are meeting state
proficiency standards, even If they did not
take state summative assessments

Methods

Joseph A. Marr
Central Michigan University

»Data used was from 49 schools in Michigan for 2017-18 to 2020-21 school year

»Grades levels used include 3-8 for 2017-18 school year and grades 3-7 for 2018-19 to 2020-21 school years

»Actual performance on Spring M-STEP was compared against performance on Fall MAP Growth tests for the
same school year
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Conclusions

»There iIs a strong link between Northwest
Evaluation Association (NWEA) MAP
Growth assessments and Michigan Student
Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP) for
both mathematics and reading tests

»Educators can use results from NWEA
growth MAP assessments administered
early in the school year, to make projections
on how students will perform on spring state
assessments with a high degree of
accuracy

»Even when M-STEP assessments are not
administered, MAP Growth tests can be
used to determine whether students were
more likely to meet state standards, had
they taken M-STEP assessments
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