
Writing Instruction 
in the Elementary 

Classroom
Grammar, letter-sound knowledge, Vocabulary

Writing Mini Lessons



Let’s See What This Looks 
Like 

 https://youtu.be/vX23YhQVeos

https://youtu.be/vX23YhQVeos


Integrating Grammar, Letter-
Sound Knowledge, and 

Vocabulary



4 Related Recommended 
Practices

 Teach very young writers how to hold a pencil 
correctly and to form letters fluently and efficiently.

 Teach students to spell words correctly. 

 Teach students to construct sentences for fluency, 
meaning, and style.

 Teach students to type fluently and use a word 
processor to compose.



Grammar Instruction 
During Writing 

Instruction



Grammar Instruction
Instructional Activities

 Sentence Framing

 Sentence Expanding

 Sentence Combining

Evaluating Sentences

 Does it make sense?

 Is it easy to read?

 Is it appropriate for the 
intended audience?



Sentence Frame
I like to________________________.

I like__________________________.

When I ______________, I feel ____________.

They decided to___________ because_________.



Sentence Expanding
The cat ate. 

1. Add an adjective

2. Add a prepositional phrase

3. Add another adjective

4. Add a phrase to make a complex sentence



Spelling Instruction 
Through Writing



Spelling myth or reality? 
 English spelling is inconsistent, illogical, and 

incomprehensible. We ought to spell words the way 
they sound. 

 The spelling of  English represents both sound and 
meaning. 

Reality – The spelling of English 
represents both sound and meaning



Spelling myth or reality? 
 Learning to spell is a developmental process that 

involves the discovery of  sound and meaning 
patterns. 

 Learning to spell is primarily a process of  rote 
memorization. 

Reality – Learning to spell is a 
developmental process that involves 
the discovery of sound and meaning 

patterns. 



Spelling myth or reality? 
 Words that represent sound and/or meaning 

patterns should be selected and explored at 
appropriate developmental levels. 

 Students’ spelling lists should only focus on “words 
frequently misspelled” lists and on words that they 
misspell in their writing. 

Reality – Words that represent 
sound and/or meaning patterns 

should be selected and explored at 
appropriate developmental levels. 



Spelling myth or reality? 
 Allowing young children to invent their spelling 

leads to development of  poor spelling habits and 
poor spelling ability. 

 Allowing young children to invent their spelling 
leads to the development of  phonemic awareness 
and an inquisitive attitude about words and their 
spellings. 

Reality – Allowing young children to invent 
their spelling leads to the development of 

phonemic awareness and an inquisitive 
attitude about words and their spelling. 



Spelling myth or reality? 
 Most students can learn to spell simply by being 

immersed in lots of  reading and writing. 

 Most students do not learn the features of  sound, 
pattern, and meaning that are represented in the 
spelling system without explicit and sustained 
instruction. 

Reality – Most students do not learn the 
features of sound, pattern, and meaning that 

are represented in the spelling system without 
explicit and sustained instruction. 







Spelling Conference
 One way to address spelling during writing 

instruction is to hold a spelling conference. 

 In such a conference, the teacher helps identify 
words to fix.

 These conferences may take longer than an average 
conference.



During a Spelling 
Conference

 Invite the child to search for misspelled words.

 Hold children accountable for correctly spelling words that 
they know. 

 Try an alternative spelling (e.g., the letters are all there but 
in the wrong order)

 Examine the spelling; does it look right?

 Are there places children can use known words to figure out 
the spelling of  new words?

 Be honest with children when the spelling might be unusual 
or difficult.

 Provide opportunities for children to practice the new 
spelling.



Teaching Spelling Through 
Writing

It is important to develop 
spelling consciousness 

among elementary 
students.



A Classroom Environment to 
Foster Spelling Consciousness

 Opportunities to read, write, and talk about words

 References for spelling around the classroom

 Daily time to write

 Explicit teaching of  word patterns

 “Fix up” strategies for spelling

 Playing with language

(Routman, 2005)



Let’s Watch
 https://vimeo.com/55954401

https://vimeo.com/55954401


Words Walls
 Word walls can be useful and effective if  they are 

an important part of  the classroom and used 
regularly.

 Students should be familiar with the purpose and 
recognize the value.

 Using the word wall must be taught, modeled, and 
practiced.



Create Your Own Word Wall
 Choose a visible and easily accessible space.

 Post words that students will actually use.

 Have students keep personal word walls.

 Consider specialized word walls



Focus on Word Choice



WHY?

 Words have power

 Voice is amplified with words

 Allows for focused revisions

 Keeps the audience in the mind of  the 
writer

 Reinforces vocabulary knowledge



Semantic Gradient

SAID 



The Writing Mini 
Lesson



What is a Mini Lesson?
 Intentional, explicit teaching

 Can be done whole group, small group, individually

 Can take place at any time during writing 
instruction 

 Have a very specific purpose



Why a Mini Lesson?
 Addresses specific concepts and skills students 

need to develop as writers

 Short, targeted lessons so students have plenty of  
time to engage in writing

 Single-focus to help students more effectively 
implement the concept or skill into their individual 
writing

 Allows writing instruction to be individualized



Let’s Watch
https://vimeo.com/85974883



Mini Lesson Components

 Introduction (connection)

 Teach one specific concept with one objective

 Engage Students

 Application to independent writing
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