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Desired Outcomes

Increased 
Student 
Achievement

A better testing 
experience for students.

“Purposeful effort” by 
students on their assessment. 

Increased accuracy and 
reliability of the data. 

Appropriate use of 
reliable data to meet 
student needs. 

Students understand 
MAP and why they are 
taking it. 



What do your students think they know 
about MAP? 



Myths about MAP
The time you take to answer questions impacts your 

final score.

You can’t go to the next grade unless you “pass” 

MAP.  

There is some way of knowing if you got an answer 

correct or not.  

MAP does not test what your teacher teaches. 



Basics that 

Students may 
know about MAP

✔Math, Reading, Language 

Usage, Science

✔Given three times a year

✔Taken on a computer

✔Does not count for a grade 

in your classes

✔Not timed

✔Has 52 questions (varies by 

subject/test)



MAP Test

Why do we take MAP?



Where you 

started

Where you 

are now

Checkpoints

The Learning Journey
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Checkpoints



MAP WarmUp Video

• What it is like?

• Kinder and Grade 1
https://studentresources.nwea.org/app/k_two/what's_this_test_about.html

• Second grade and up
https://studentresources.nwea.org/app/gradetwoplus/what's_this_test_
about.html

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/michaels-story/

https://studentresources.nwea.org/app/k_two/what's_this_test_about.html
https://studentresources.nwea.org/app/gradetwoplus/what's_this_test_about.html
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/michaels-story/


3 Things 

Students Should 
Know about MAP

• You won’t get all the 
questions right. 

• You are not taking a ___ 
grade test. (MAP does not 
know how old you are.)

• Your score is not based on 
the number of items you 
get right. 



You won’t get all the items right. 
You should know-



Zone of Proximal Development
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yWhat the student cannot yet do, 
even with assistance. 

What the student can do 
independently. 
Learning does not happen here.  
(This could be practice.) 

What the student can do with 
support and scaffolding.  

Zone of 
Proximal 

Development



You may be 

surprised

✔Every student who 

takes MAP will get 

about ½ of the items 

correct.  

✔You are not expected 

to know the answer to 

every question on the 

MAP test. 

✔Some questions will 

be hard and others will 

be easy.  



You are not taking a ___ grade test.

You should know-
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MAP Adaptive Item Progression

Grade 4 Mathematics

RIT Score - 229



Easier Question

Difficult Question



Each MAP Test is Different



Your score is not based on the number 
of items you get right. 

You should know-



How MAP is Scored

Low 

Score

High 

Score

Easier 

Question

Difficult 

Question

18 Questions

11 Correct

7 Incorrect

61%



MAP
Unit Tests, Quizzes, 

Formative Checks, 

Curriculum Based Assessments

✓ Each student has different test questions ✓ Each student has the same test questions

✓ You cannot study for a MAP test ✓ You should study for classroom tests/quizzes

✓ MAP tests identify what you are ready to learn 

next. 

✓ Classroom tests measure how well you have 

mastered content recently taught. 

✓ MAP scores show principals, teachers, and your 

parents if you are learning and growing from one 

school year to the next

✓ Classroom tests show teachers if you learned 

information taught in a specific grade level or 

class

✓ Score is determined by the level of difficulty of the 

questions you answer correctly

✓ Score is determined by the number of questions 

you answer correctly

✓ Does not count for a grade ✓ Counts for a grade

How is MAP different from other tests?



Reflection



What to do next? Goal Setting

You should know-







MAP Growth

Beginning MAP of 200

Beginning MAP of 210

Beginning MAP of 220



211 216 221 226 234

Projected (Typical) Growth Scores

All Fourth Graders with a Fall MAP Score of 210.



Projected Growth Scores

The value in the MAP test is not in the score itself. The value of 
this assessment is in what it tells teachers about their students 
and what this assessment tells students about themselves.  



Projected RIT Scores



Performance vs. Mastery

Goals based on Performance

• I will get a 210 on MAP.

• Tends to foster a fixed 
mindset. 

• No clear idea how to get 
there. 

• Focus is on a score.

Goals based on Mastery

• I will learn how to solve 
problems involving 2 digit 
multiplication. 

• Tends to foster a growth 
mindset. 

• Clear path to mastery. 

• Focus is on learning. 

Carol Dweck- Mindset: The New Psychology of Success



NWEA Learning Continuum



Edit Display Options



Concrete and Actionable



✔What are my strengths? 

✔Where are my areas for growth?

✔What do I need to do to improve in my area for growth?

✔How do my actions NOW affect my future?

✔What can I do to make sure that I grow as much as I need to 

before the end of this year?

What can I learn from my MAP 

scores?



Reflection



Questions?

Subscribe to our Podcast 

“Assessment is Elementary (and 

Secondary)”


