
Academic Performance 

Overview: NWEA



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction

• NWEA Updates

• Portfolio Overview 

• New (2025) Norms

• Questions



Achievement

NWEA Achievement Standard:
Are students achieving at the grade level norm?

NWEA Over Time:
Are more students achieving at the grade level norm over time?

M-STEP Comparison:
Are more students achieving proficiency compared to the traditional district 

where they would otherwise attend?

If Not…



Growth

NWEA Growth Standard:
Are students making average growth?

NWEA Over Time:
Are more students making average growth over time?

M-STEP Comparison:
Are students growing more than the district where they would otherwise attend?

If Not…



NWEA Update

• Enhanced item selection algorithm (EISA)

– More grade-level questions

• Remains very adaptive

– Retains the ability to “find” the appropriate level 

for each student



NWEA Update

• 3-year trend available 

 2025-((2024+2023+2022)/3)

• New norms (NOW)



Academic Performance Report: 1st Page



Portfolio Results: NWEA Achievement



Portfolio Changes

• 3-Year Achievement Trend

– Math: 6% increase in math achievement, on 

average (reported +7% last year)

– Reading: 2% increase in reading achievement, 

on average (reported +1% last year)





Portfolio Results: NWEA Growth



Portfolio Changes: 

Median Growth Percentile

– Math: 1-point decrease in MGP in math, on average 

• 2023 = 40th percentile

• 2024 = 58th percentile

• 2025 = 57th percentile

– Reading: 3-point decrease in MGP in reading, on 
average

• 2023 = 42nd percentile

• 2024 = 44th percentile

• 2025 = 41st percentile



Portfolio Results: NWEA Growth



Portfolio Changes: 

Percent Making “Average Growth”

– Math: 1-percent decrease in students making 
“average growth”

• 2023 = 40%

• 2024 = 57%

• 2025 = 56%

– Reading: 3-percent decrease in students making 
“average growth”

• 2023 = 43%

• 2024 = 45%

• 2025 = 42%





Takeaways



Let’s Talk About Norm(s)…



Questions NWEA Norms Answer
• How is a specific student and students in general 

performing relative to peers across the country?

• Am I setting realistic yet ambitious goals for student 
growth (50th vs. 65th percentile)?

• Are my students making typical progress over time?

• How can we evaluate performance in ways that 
reflect current realities (2025 Norms)?



Trends with 2025 Norms



Reading



Math





What’s next? 

• Leads will present APR results to academy boards

• State assessment results in early September

– Report update will take place in September

• PSAT/SAT Growth



NWEA Professional Learning Opportunities 

https://www.thecenterforcharters.org/datadash

Session Topics to Include: Language Learners, Curricular Connections, Stretch 
Goals, New NWEA Norms

https://www.thecenterforcharters.org/datadash


Questions



PRESENTER

Director of Assessment & Evaluation

Central Michigan University 

The John Engler Center for Charter Schools

white2ca@cmich.edu

Dr. Christopher White
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