
Academic Performance Overview: 
NWEA Spring 2026



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction
• NWEA: 2025 Norms
• Portfolio Overview & Analysis
• Next Steps for Schools
• Questions



Achievement
NWEA Achievement Standard:

Are students achieving at the grade level norm?

NWEA Over Time:
Are more students achieving at the grade level norm over time?

M-STEP Comparison:
Are more students achieving proficiency compared to the traditional district 

where they would otherwise attend?

If Not…



Growth
NWEA Growth Standard:

Are students making average growth?

NWEA Over Time:
Are more students making average growth over time?

M-STEP Comparison:
Are students growing more than the district where they would otherwise attend?

If Not…
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Let’s Talk About Norm(s)…
NWEA 2025 Norms



Norms: A Point of Comparison
• A score by itself is information. A score compared 

to others becomes meaningful.

I am 5’ 10’’ 
50th percentile = 5’ 9.2” I am at the 60th percentile.

I ran a 5K in 20 min. 33 sec. 
50th percentile = 33 min. 13 sec. I am at the 96th 
percentile.



MAP Growth Scores Need Context

• A RIT score alone makes it hard to know whether results are 
typical. 

My 5th grader scored a 211 on spring MAP Growth Reading.
50th percentile = 208. A 211 is at the 55th percentile.

• A national reference group helps compare results across 
context.



Why Norms Matter







Reading



Math





NWEA: 2025 Norms





NWEA: 2025 Norms



Interpreting New Norms Requires Caution

We are not just seeing 
“learning loss” but a 
net effect of new 
data, new context, 
improved NWEA.2025 

NORMS

COVID:
Declines in 

achievement & 
slower growth

EISA: Increased 
measurement 
sensitivity in 

math = steeper 
growth Population: 

Demographic 
makeup of 

students has 
changed



Portfolio Results: NWEA Achievement



Portfolio Changes

• 3-Year Achievement Trend
– Math: 8% increase in math achievement, on 

average (reported +6% last year)
– Reading: 10% increase in reading achievement, 

on average (reported +2% last year)





Portfolio Results: NWEA Growth



Portfolio Changes: 
Median Growth Percentile

– Math: 8-point decrease in MGP in math, on average 
• 2023 = 40th percentile
• 2024 = 58th percentile
• 2025 = 57th percentile
• 2026 = 49th percentile

– Reading: 3-point decrease in MGP in reading, on 
average

• 2024 = 44th percentile
• 2025 = 41st percentile
• 2026 = 52nd percentile



Portfolio Results: NWEA Growth



Portfolio Changes: 
Percent Making “Average Growth”

– Math: 7-percent decrease in students making 
“average growth”

• 2023 = 40%
• 2024 = 57%
• 2025 = 56%
• 2026 = 49%

– Reading: 11-percent increase in students making 
“average growth”

• 2024 = 45%
• 2025 = 42%
• 2026 = 53%





What does this mean for longitudinal 
results?

• RIT scores have not changed. The percentile associated with 
a certain RIT has.

• Year-over-year comparisons when using 2020 norms and 
2025 norms should be done with extreme caution. CMU did 
NOT retroactively apply 2025 norms to prior data.

• Within the NWEA system, comparisons are easier because 
you can choose different norms or just stick with the 2025 
norms. 



What does this mean the upcoming 
school year?

• 2025 norms will be used all year. Fall-to-winter, 
winter-to-spring, and fall-to-spring data for 2026-27 
will all use 2025 norms.

• A direct comparison from spring 2026 to spring 
2027 will be much easier to attribute to changes at 
the school level. 



What’s next?

• State assessment results in early September
– Report update will take place in September
– First set of HS data

• NWEA Professional Learning Opportunities
• Contact us if you need any support or have 

want to have a further discussion about 
support.



PRESENTER

Director of Educational Design & Strategic Initiatives
Central Michigan University 
The John Engler Center for Charter Schools

white2ca@cmich.edu

Dr. Christopher White
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