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MAP Growth Measures Achievement & Growth

Achievement:
How a student performs  in a 

tested subject relative to 

grade - level peers (RIT score 

and percentile)

Growth:
How a student progresses  in 

the tested subject relative to all 

students (RIT difference, growth 

index, and percentile)



MAP Growth Projections

Growth projections provide a reasonable estimate of how much growth a student 
might make based on the growth of similar students nationally. They are designed 
to support goal setting and instructional planning

A projection is not a target that students are guaranteed to reach, nor is it a 
ceiling on what they can achieve. It is simply an estimate based on historical 
growth patterns.





Terry 
✔ 4th grade
✔ Math
✔ 4th week
✔ 190 RIT = 25th percentile

8 RIT points = 31st percentile growth
                            20th percentile achievement

14 RIT points = 65th percentile growth 
                             34th percentile achievement

Fall to Spring 

11 RIT points  
11 RIT points = 50th percentile growth
                            25th percentile achievement 

Average growth (50%) = 
maintenance of status





Where Does Michigan Expect Students to Be?

Reading –  Proficient –  M- Step

Michigan Michigan Michigan

Math –  Proficient –  M- Step Science –  Proficient –  M- Step

Spring RIT Percentile

2 192- 201 72- 87

3 203 - 210 69- 82

4 209 - 216 65 - 79

5 214- 223 63- 81

6 220 - 229 68 - 85

7 223 - 233 68 - 86

8 224 - 234 64 - 83

Spring RIT Percentile

2 195- 206 68 - 88

3 206 - 216 66- 84

4 220 - 231 71- 88

5 230 - 239 78- 89

6 232 - 241 74 - 87

7 235 - 246 72- 87

8 238 - 253 67- 88

Spring RIT Percentile

2

3

4

5 211- 218 62- 80

6

7

8 220 - 231 68 - 89



Fall Spring

25th percentile

State Proficiency Benchmark

Meaningful growth
(Above - average growth 

required)

Realistic growth
(50 th percentile)

Key Insight : Realistic growth (growth at the 50 th percentile) means Terry  would maintain her 
achievement status at the 25 th percentile. Meaningful growth to reach her state’s proficiency 
benchmark would require well above average growth.



Student Goal 
Setting Tools



The Class Profile 
Report

1.



Class Profile with Projected Proficiency 

Class Profile with Projected 

Proficiency tab

• ELA, Math, and Science

• Grades 2 - 8

• ACT & SAT in Grades 6 - 10





Click on any student’s name to go to 

that student’s Profile Report



Class Profile with Standards Proficiency 

Class Profile with standards 

tab

• ELA and Math

• Grades 3 - 8

• Standards are reported at 

rostered grade level



F R O M  D A T A  T O  A C T I O N

Powered by Pulse

Pulse is NWEA’s learning science–driven intelligence, built 

into MAP® Growth . It weighs every student’s response 

against millions of data points — so you know exactly 

which standard to teach next.

Believe in what’s possible



P S Y C H O M E T R I C A L L Y - S O U N D  M E T H O D O L O G Y

Grounded in transparent research

50+
Years of psychometric research behind 

every result.

Millions
Of data points weighed for each student 

response.

Peer-
reviewed
Methods published in the open — never a 

black box.

©2026 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. NWEA® and MAP® are registered trademarks, and MAP® Growth  is a trademark, of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt in the US and in other 

countries. All rights reserved.



I N S I D E  P U L S E

Every answer, mapped to skills and standards

E V E RY S T UDE NT 'S  T E S T

Analyzed question-by-question

S K I L L S  MA P P I NG

Mapped to skills clusters

S T A NDA RDS  MA P P I NG

Aligned to state standards

Comprehending 
Informational Media

Comprehending 
Literary Media

Vocabulary

Grammar

Word Study and Spelling

ELA 4.4.2

ELA 4.4.3

ELA 4.4.4

ELA 4.4.5

Correct response Incorrect response Visual representation of the Pulse mapping process



A C T I O N A B L E  I N S I G H T

Two views, generated automatically
Likely proficient Likely not proficient

STUDENT DETAILS VIEW

Insight into every student

Student ELA 4.4.2 ELA 4.4.3 ELA 4.4.4 ELA 4.4.5

Student A

Student B

Student C

Student D

Student E

Student F

Student G

See where each student stands on every standard, based 

on the skills behind their responses.

STANDARDS OVERVIEW

Classroom insight at a glance

ELA 4.4.2 86% proficient

ELA 4.4.3 71% proficient

ELA 4.4.4 29% — teach next

ELA 4.4.5 57% proficient

See where the whole class stands on every standard, so 

you know what to teach next.

Views shown are illustrative.







A student is likely not proficient 
in a standard when there is no 
evidence they have learned the 
skill. If the student was to see a 
test item on this standard, they 
would probably not get it 
correct. This is a sign the 
students needs more support.

There is evidence the 
student is proficient in the 
skill. If the student was to 
see a test item on this 
standard, they would 
probably get it correct. 

There is not enough 
evidence to determine 
a proficiency 
classification. Test 
event may be invalid. 
The student could be 
performing outside skill 
alignment 3 - 8.







The Student Profile 
Report

2.



Three Columns of Data



Expandable Tabs





Expandable Tabs





The College Explorer 
Tool

3.



College Explorer

• Chart a course with RIT 

scores

• Imagine the possibilities –  at 

any age

• Improved navigation and 

more intuitive user interface

College and 
Career Readiness

https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/

https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
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https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/
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Next Steps



Bringing more value to the tools you already use

Mr. Elmer



Personalized Path



HMH Personalized Path
Whether your students need tailored intervention or adaptive practice to push 

their learning further, HMH Personalized Path  places students into unique learning 

paths based on their MAP Growth  scores.

Map 

Growth

HMH 

Waggle

HMH Read/Math 

180 Flex





Questions?

susan.klassen@nwea.org

mailto:susan.klassen@nwea.org
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